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Sir,

Ot

has duly considered your note

the question of the return of Arab refugees and has authorised me to

tc you the following reply.
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on the other hand, it would most seriously handicap the war effort and
var-readiness of Israel by bringing into its territory a politically
explosive and economically destitute element and by saddling its Government

with responsibility for all the ensuing complications.

b Against this background, your reference to the returm of Arab
refugees as being one of the questions under dispute which it is the duty

of both parties to try and settle peacefully, appears to us to miss the main
point at issue., The root cause of the present conflict - of which the

mass flight of Arabs and their consequent suf fering are mere corollaries -

is the refusal of the Arab Leagne to accept the State of Israel either as

a matter of right or as an accomplished fact. 4As long as this intransigence
persists, any attempt to tear the problem of Arab refugees out of its con-
text and treat it in isolation can only, as already stated, aggravate the
issve: it will render rightful defence more difficult and lend further

enco wragement to wanton agsression.

5. Nor do we feel that the issue is met by your argument that the
present truce is of indefinite duration and that, therefore :
Aspect of Arab repatriation should not present a special problem. To begin
with, once a large-scale return is authorized, it may be found difficult, if
not impossible, to keep it within bounds. Bven if formally men of military
age are excluded, the practical result may well be the increass 'regulars
inspired by the Mufti, who know no truce. |
selves, in their joint commmnication to the
their acceptance of the present truce with
thus reserved to themselves the righ

suits them to resuse the fighting,
of obstinate intransigence and def
Nodiator in regard to such basiec
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& On the economic side, the reintegration of the returning Arabs
into normal life, and even their mere maintenance, would present an
insoluble problem. The difficulties of accommodation, employment and
ordinary livelihood would be insupersble. You will, we feel sure, readily
admit that the intermational assistance which you envisage is for the time
being purely hypothetical. On the other hand, the Provisional Govermment

would resist as utterly unjust an attempt to impose on its limited and

heavily strained resources any part of the financial liability for the
relief and resettlement of retuming Arabs. Far from being ready to
shoulder responsibilities on behalf of Arabs whom the Jews never intended

to harmm - with whom they were, indeed, anxious to live at peace - the
Provisional Government considers itself entitled and is indeed determined
to claim compensation from the Arab States for all the havoc and destruction,
the loss of life, property and livelihood, which the criminal folly of

their armed intervention in Palestine has wrought.

8. Arab mass flight from within Israel and lsreel-occupied areas is

a direct effect of Arab aggression from outside. In Justifying their inva-
linn the Arab Governments claimed that they had responded to the call fer
rescus addressed to them by the Arabs of Palestine. The plain fact is, =
however, that but for the intervention of the Arab States there would have

betnmowrﬂmlnjngmmoflocalinbmmm&mm
of the State of Israel, and by now peace and reascnsble prosperity would

rave reigned throughout its territory, Lo the enjoyment of Jews and Arsbs
alike, If the war has brought in its wake a mass m, ostly |
and the exodus has resulted in great suffering, the responsibility for it J
o rests on those who fomented and have carrisd on the wvar, as mﬂ“ -
who aided and abetted them. The Aradb Govemments and. mm Power whic
espoused their cause cannot have it both m ﬁ thing they .-
undermine and destroy the State of Isreel, and then, having fe
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Government is ever ready, but it holds that it cannot in fairness be
required to carry through unilateral and plecemeal measures of peace

while the other side is bent on war.

- ®uch a comprehensive and lasting peace settlement the Provisional

&
[



	IMG_1119.jpg
	IMG_1120.jpg
	IMG_1121.jpg
	IMG_1123.jpg

