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CHAIﬁMAN: I call the meeting to order,

The agenda for today contains two points: one, public hearing of
representatives of the Jewigh Agency, and the other, public hearing of
representatives of Vaad Leumi. I think we éan adopt this agenda.

It is adopted.

I wish to ask first if we shall consider the evidence of the Jewish
Agency as ended so Ffar.

(At this point Mr. Ben -Gurion and Mr. Shertok took seats at the
Council table.)

CHAIRMAN: Mr. Shertok, are you going to make an address as your
colleagues have done?

Mr. SHERTOK: No, sir,

CHAIRMAN: Then we consider the evidence as ended so far, and we

itieal issues ‘you, ﬁ” v

will put our auestions, ¢« I understand that on theis
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Mr, Ben Gurion and you, Mr. Shertok, are going to answer.

(Assent signified)

CHAIRMAN: -Before we begin, I should like to ask my colleagues that,,
when putﬁing a éﬁestion, they speak.into the microphone so it can be heard
in the hall,

If the Committee is able to make recommendaticns which will contain
a‘remedy for the troubled situation here, I think it is very important
that we should determine what is preally the root of the evil., Now you had,
in your addresses, put rather much in tﬁg foreground your conflict with
the Mandatory Power, and we have heard at length your grievances against
the Mandatery Power and the Administration of Palestine., You have rather put
the conflict between the Jews and the Arabs in the background. There are,
however, certain indications that at the root of the evil is this conflict
between Jews and Arabs,

The first cuestion I want to put to you is this: do you agree with me
that if you could find a solutioﬁ of this conflic£ between Jews and Arabs,

the conflict between you and the Mandatory Power would be relegated to

secondary place and perhaps be solved automatically?
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Mr. BEN GURION (Representative of the Jewish Agency): I am afraié, gir
1 canmict agree with that vi;w, because it implies a few things which we think
are not the way you put it, Mr, Chairman? We have no conflict with the Arabs
on our side, Ls far as this country and the Arabs are concerned, whéﬁ we say
is that we were dispQSSeééed from our country, although it was a considersable
time ago. But we did not give it up, It is our home. We admit that all those
who are living in this country have the same richt to it, just as we., We do not
say, as in the case cf other dispossessed people, that the people whq are there
cught to be removed,

There was such a view held by the Labour Tarty, adopted only two years égo
Ly the British Labour Party, just before the election, that in order to make
mere room for Jews the Arabs should be encouraged to transfer to other.countrigs;
We did not accept it even then; we did not anprove of it, wWe do not blaim thatk
any Arab oursht to be removed., Therefore, we have nc conflict, as far as we ére 1
concerned, with the Arabs, They deny our right to be in our home. If you call
this a conflict, then there is a conflict, but it is not a conflict on ouf side.’

We do not claim anything they have. The Mandatory here, when these__
countries were liberated, undertook to facilitate our return. This is the con=
flict. It is true that at the beginning, the representatives of the Arabs .
agreed to that settlement., They later did not keep it.

So, T would not say there is a conflict between us and the Arabs., If there
is a conflict, it is a one-sided conflict. The Lrabs fry to deny ouwr right to
our country here. We do not deny their right to this country here.

CHAIRMAN: Then I must ask, is it not enough to create a conflict that the
Arabs deny your right to come here? And as further indication of this confliet,
is it not true that the.irabs have not contented themselves with contesting your
right in an academic way, that they have shown that contestation of your rights

even in acts?
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Ir, BEN GURION: Yes. 1in th:Ls s it is the same as in prn.vatc.. ot in an'y othor
“the

public low, This question was adaudmatod by /v ror'Ld trn.bunal when thc qucst:Lon i

" arose, It wos some twenby-scven ycars ago, You have the same quc°t10n in nany

countries where Jows as nrivate persons—-—riot. as a peonle~-were disposscssed by

the Nazis, In the meantine, their goods werc givon away to othors, but tho law

-

sald--~at lco.st in nany countrics, in Grecce, I belicve,in Czochoslovakia, and
some othar cou"ltrles——tnat the goods taken away forc:Lblv from the Jews werc to
be' givou back. Somctines thc people who had thon refused to ¢o 1t. DBut there
is a law which is superior, and this law ought to be carricd :)ut, ind the

Iancxa‘bory unc‘.ertook to carry out mat lmr. It i‘.ﬂlled in tmt.

? CH’TRI N: I only want now to uxul'xivl Wy Is ald that thore arc indications

that there is a conflict betweonn yoursclves a.’lC/a Tobs, In the griovenecs thab
you meke ageinst the Government, you have referred to a pro-irab attitude of the

ctween Jews and arobs. I furkher sce,

Governnent., hat‘ nresupposcs opposition
| in the case you‘ stated before tho f;nglo—-;lr: crican Cormittee, thet you end your
case b saying, cmong other things: ';Thc issuc is not nercly onc bctwéén Jevs
“a.nd Lpabs, ‘It concerns the whole vorld.®
} - e, BEH txURION Yos, sir.

By the way, I did not use the tern tﬂut the uano.atorv is prc—urab I doubt
that very much. Anyhow, 1 &id not say so, thattl*cv oré pro-“rab. T said they
: .weré z‘.’;‘a‘mét the Landate, but I did not say that they arc Pro-irabe

CHAIRILN: 1iell, I will go on with my questions.

I suppos: that X% ychr coriception of the esswnce of the conflict is
influencing your prqiesals for settlement. Now, it is not altOgethef clear how

ybu imegine the development ¢f things herc. Te hevo scen that you oppose the

| White Paper, the land regulations. I suppose you went them abolisjreGe—tho
rcstrictions on irmigration and the land regulations. You want thoo abdlished

and, 1 supvwosc, irmediatuly.
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Lir. Bl GURION: Yes, sir.

¥ CH.IRLAN: On the othor hand, we sec that you wany the abolition of the

Iland:}fgp and you de not want the substitution of a.trugteeship, or somothing of
th?;t kind, for the lLendate. Thon the question must come up: how co you think
that imdgration could be implemented ifthe Hm“nq;r.tjc has cecased? Lhat l:ind
of government do you think should be established i;xjtltls country instead of
the llandate?

Ir, BEI GURION: 1'cll, that is a very legitimate cucstion, anda very
sensible question, and I will try to mmowoer you to the best of my ability,

Ve say that the Thite Paper policy is illegal, and therefore, it should be
removed at once. The wondate, in fact, dees not uxist becouse it was violated
by the landetory. Ic¢are not in favour of ropewing it, Ue do not believe that.
in the future it will be carricd ocut better thenin-the past.. Therefore, we

say that the original intention and the ﬁccd, anc vhat in{ ,our conviction is just,
should bc decided upon b the United Netions, and a Jg\ﬂf’;h State should be
cstablishad. -

There arc two perts in the cstablishment of a stote: one is the naterial
part, which is the most esscntial; the other is the legel part, the purely formal
onc, which is also of great importance.

Iwill say o word about the material establishment, becausc the whole
difficulty of thc problen here is that you have a poople, you have a country,
and their right to the countrywas acknowledged, but the people do not. happen
to be there ye‘b. They were dispossesscd, and they have to come beck, So, the
first thing isthc matcvial establishment of the state, which means that plans .
based on our cxperionce and on o chicvcmcnis s oxarined and approved by exper't:s--‘
cconomie, irrigation, zgricultural, incustrial cxperts, and so on-—-i
should be exasinad b}:d the Cor..;.‘i/fcft-sq anc‘.‘ the Uaited Notions to see l'mw.

theycan be carried out;%mt a mily/on Jersshould be rescttled in their country, |
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In our view it is not only possible, but it is'possiﬁlo {:o do so by good
will, Tt is possible o do it in a wry short time. This is'tho .wterial
ostablishnont oi‘ a nationcl honc for thu Jowish Ststu. This nay tako somi tine.
In the moantnmu s it will be supervn.sed by t he hlrhest author:l.‘oy of the United
{ations, The fact that the mandatorv itself peforrud it to the United Notions
j;lfalics a certain rocognition that this ist he place where.it has to be jucged
ond &eided, although the Mandatory did not undertake formally to carry it out.
‘But there, is an indjcation that this is the placo whore 1t ghould be decided,

L ssun:,‘mg that on the recormendations o;f.‘ your Cormrittec the United Notions
approves of that nlan, the material cstablishment, it means the settlement of
'thc first million Jews-~I say a zillion, it may be 900,000 or it may be
l 100, OOO to state a rounc flgur — in the sho.f*te'st possible tine, .

Even-.;thc shortest possiblc timo may and nust tak\, sore time, I an unable to say
how long it will take, I think no onc is able to say that, bucause therc arc

‘. always .in hunan affairs unforescen things' vhich noy happen, But it should mot
ﬁaké bnzer, cs far as we can judge now-~it rust not take longer than o fow years,
| Not necessarily longer than 2o fow years, Then, in the meantinme, o cormittee,

0

‘or any instrument vhich the Unied Nations will decide on, will supcrviee,

This plan means two things: brihging in a lerge nuaber of Jews, and
developing the Lrab parts of the courtry Because we eannot--not only because
we are nhllmthro nists~--wi camnot irrigetc the countrya s a wholet-and the .basis
of our plan is, first of all, irrigetion, You camnobt irrigatc only the Jewish
part of the lend. You must irrigate ail perts of the land, 4nd we must give
irrigotion to the Arabs., lic rmst give roaGs to the Lrobs. 1o must give better
buildings anG better schools. ' ind it imnllus raising the standard of living
.jof the JArabs to the same level, as possible, as s the Jerish,

Thesc arc the two essentinl foctures of our plan of development: a large

Jewish settleoment; o considercble raising of Arsb standards,
-~

-
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then this plan is approved by you and by the United Nations ’ then the
can be
sJewish Jigency [/ ebhargsed to carry it out, not onlv beenuse it 1sl responsible

.

but becruse it is able to do i%, Ve will be able to do it., It is our baby,

If the Lrabs are willing to take pert, we will welcome therf to take part in it,

ny

It vill be uncer the tighest supervision of the Unitqcd

letions,

'

I.’hen a cunsicereble part of the plan iscorried out, becaurc you rust rot

walt untll the ond of it--a censiderable portlon of that larrro-scale plz‘.n Crf

BB e e Tt 2o vEE T

——— A2 . - A

} “ 1r.1r.1_1gr tlon, settlwcnt oane. 1r/'>roverwont of ‘(‘Ol’xdlt:l cns of .;r"bs is carricd cut,

{ then the Unltod I '\tlonb w111 “ogdde there is nn pore need for supervi.sion and

the independent State of Palestine cen be estoblished, and we esn envisopge a

st~te in Palestine only on cbsolutely <onocratic linus, whore every citizen in
the country is un equal citizen., By tho we oy, I wont to expr:ss whet we nean
by 2 Jewlsh state, ¢ mean by o Jutvisél/%{étu siaply o state where- the najority
of thic peoplc arc Jews, not o stote where a J,.cx.' has, in ony wey, eny privilege
more than anycne clse, |
,1 want tc uention on this occasion that during cur last talks with the
Government/in _London, when certdia propesals were nnde for o scttlenent~--which,
unfortunately, we could not consider--we were offercd that Jews should have rwre
rights than others. /nd certain exarples were given us of cortoin British
colonics, in Ceylon and other ploces. JAdGwe doclared cuphatically to the
Govermment thnt we will not accet, we will fight any privilege cccorded to
a Jew because he is ¢ Jew, .hat we want to have is rore Jews in Palestine but
not rore vrivileges for the Jews, .. Jewish stote swcans o stzte based on
absolute ecquality of all her citizens »nd on cerecracy, then the United Netdions

will sce that the mnin purposc for which this country 1s destined, to solve ﬂ%(f' keA
underta

Jeidsh problen, that the main t ing. has heen done an? that the tinme is ripe to /
acministration of the Government itself s=then the sccond vhase, the lcgcl, the

formel cstablishment £ o statc will be rceached, Thether it will teke two years - '



tbat transitibn pcriod xt will be in
(S t‘m Unitcd Hationsi. THet i's. all vie - cnv* sapc here. . N 'rf
H _IBI-L'.N If«I su up eorrcetly what you h(. o said, you .1ca.n t}mt it would
an &nihiétriﬁion of the country under spparvision by the United Nations?

‘u;{. Bul¥ GURION: Yes, fThe Jowish lLgoncy~- |

V'CH;".II&-L&H‘: But is t het not 2 continuntion of the TMandate in another form?

Lr. BEN GURION: No, it is niot, Becouse the I.Iende.tc reans=-and you will
'fhc; ‘fi;'st'hxﬁéle of the lancate begins: "That' the Ilanda atory sh*.ll have

11 power of legislation and of administraticn...saveas they ey be linmited
he terms of this Handate.,” 'This hod to be done becouse ob the be ,;inn'ing_

re w.«_’s only o very sucll Jewish corrmmity of sére’ 60,000: and. they could’ -
of - for ssec how long it would take to roheh the conswisation of the purpose

“the Handote. ''c are now in a cifforent "pnase. mere is only 5 very‘snort ‘
crval bétw‘ecn the deeision, to have o Je!iJj.sh stote ané the rnﬁcz ial and legal
,éunﬁat'ifon- of & state. | |

IRI N: Of COUI:SC,‘WhGn I asked whethef it is nof o continuation of the
Ié;ndat,e, that wos o contradiction, as therc will be mo Mandatory. Tt will be
dircct administration by the Unitcd N tions, But do you think there is an
‘vanta.ge in such o situation?

‘nr. BEL 'GURION: “Mhore is s bccauSO,,first‘ of all, there will be a clcai-;cui;
equivocal decision thot I’albsﬁine is bccominé a Jevﬁ:slz state. The»fc.ct;--énd' '
8 has been adi ttud by many--the fact thet. this was not qulte cle ar in the
dbt’c has led to centraddctions. But thc f.':.rst -thing is that therce will bel
slenrmcut decision. Then the interval will be vcry snort, Thercfore, 1though
an s‘ayi what is the difference if you call it o lizndete or if you cail
supervisisn--thc ¢iffurehce is that it is for a vury. ‘short time s you khow

exactly where you are going, anc you lnov what is 5oa.n to h‘.ppen in o fow y«.\,rs.
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CH.ITMN: Moy I ask who will then toke care of the administration? If it is
t‘po United Hations, thoy would havet o sot up a speeial adninistration just as
the Handabtory has done hitherto, .

lr. B2 GURION: Io, not exactly. There will ve, for » certain tine, a kind .
of government that is called a dyerchy, as in Irdia,

There will be the plen of develownerit vhich will be carricd out by the Jewish
sgency.  They will not undertake here the wholce Government of the country, for
neny roasons vhich there is no need tc enter ‘into. But the developrent of the
country, irrigation, builcing, bringing in immigroents, suttling immigrants s
rroviding for immigration, this will be uncertakon by the Jewish /igency. 411 the
rest, safoty, sccurity, roloticns, and o1l other functicns cf the Government which
have notiiing to do with develonment will be for o timew-and we believe a very
short tize--under the supervision of the United Hetions.

i RI;",ZN: In other words, it will be an administration oh the lines,more or
less, of the onc' whlch cxists here now, with the éifforonce that the Jewish igeney
woulc assume certain important functicns in the alministroation? |

lir, BN GURIOI’: Yes, but this differcnce is very importont,

CHIRIN: Yos, of course therc is a great difference.

Lr, BEI GURION: . great differcnce.

Hr. LIS_ICKY (Cgechoslovo,kia): Hr. Choirman, I have o question,

CHAIRMIN: Is it o quostion referring to this natter?

lir, LISICKY (Czcchoslovakia): Yes.

Has-r I ask if, in this trs.nsii‘;},xﬁ}l-‘ period, the administ-atlon offthe country
4§ concerns sceurity, the administrotion of the ldw, ané so forth, will be
Mministered by the liancatoryPower, b-- the United Nations s Or by any special
oinistration? This point s not guite clear to ne fron your statenent,

Mr, BIN GURIOI': WVell, I think this is a motter for the United Hotions to
lecide. I do not think that the present administration can be lcft, becruse you

‘annot have on administrotion cherged with o thing which they heartily dislike,
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But whethor they should renein, whcthcr it should be an intornstional admini-
stra.tu on or o single admnlstr*’clon, this should be left to the United Netions.

) Thc Un:.tcd N'mt:x.ons w:).ll dcc1ae. R .

ooy 8 465

lir, LISICK" (CZCChOSlOV"JCLg)‘ It means tlmt yO\ , sir, have no idea of your
own :.xbout this aspuet of the questien, |

lir. B@l GURION: Ve c¢id not discuss it, r.v.nd.I cannot speak on behalf of
the moverment vhich I represent.' ' N

‘Sir Lbdur RAHIDN (India): Do I understanc corrvctly that you wont o Jevjlsh
stobe to be cstablishod, to he forced on thq’country by the arms of the Unlt/(‘d

\/

Notions?
‘ CHAIREAN: I was jusi's going to put o si:-:.ilc.r questicn. I un'dorstmnd this
. one hundred per- cent Jeulsh solution of the Pelestine question anc a

cc;mpleto dismissal of the Apab clain to th‘é country. I slppbsc you ogrec with
‘mb that it is.

Mr. BIN GURION: I will tell you-=first of all, I think I ought to answer
the guestion of Sir /Abdur Reolman, . |

CH.IDILN: I will come to that, ’:},(’o at o later stege.

That do you think will be tﬁe Lg.'b reaction to such a solution?
- ~Mr, BiN GURION: Tlell, I will ansuer both questions. I will answer first
the question I was asked by Sir [bdur Rahnan

CHAIRMN: I am coriing to the same question thet ois Lbdur Ral men asked
aftor you enswer. this onc. What do you think will be the .ireb reaction?

Mr. BIll GURION:' Do you want nc to answer your question first and then

: the question of Sir ibdur Rahman?

CH.IRIN: Yes, sir.
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Mr. Bal GURION: Well, you asked me a question which I am afraid is
;Bt for ne to answer, I am sorry that you have no Arab revresentatives here,
because this question can be re:1ly authoritatively answere& by them. I cannot
say. I would not presume to tell you what may or may not be the Arab reactions
because, as far as I know, there may be different reactions of different peoplé
and I know there are different attitudes, I happen to know this,

CHATRMAN: Now I come to the question of Sir Apbdur Rahman,

Sir ABDUR RAHMaN (India): In connection with; your own question, Mr, .

s )

Chairman, would it not mean a war between gewr and the Arabs? Let us put it
straight., Would it not mean an absolutely bbody war between you and the Ar%B§2

Mr, Bill GURION: Do you want me to anwer this quastion now?_l

CHAIRMAN: Yes, please. , |

Mr, BEN GURION: I will answer the question as it was put to me first
and 3s it is put to me now,

Sir Abdur R«HMaN (India): They are two different questions.

kr. BEN GURION: I want to answer both questions. Tthe first question -
is whether we want the United Naﬁions to force upon the Arabs a Jewiéh state or
Jewish immigration, This'.was the question,

Sir ABDUR RAHMAN (India): The Chairman wants the second question to
be answered first,

My, BiN GURION: . Do you want me to answer the sedend question?

CHATRMAN: T do not wanf to press my question, Uhat I wanted to know
was whether one could assume that there will be a violent Arsb reaction. Lfhen
you have to answer the question which Sir abdur Rehman put.

Mr. BéN GURION: Yes. The supposition is that no armed forces are
loosdl against anybody. Ffirst of all, T want to say that the fact implied in that

question that at present armed forces are not being used is not quite correct,
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The preaént position is thot armed forces arc bcmg usod agoinst use Arnod
j}orc.es arc boipg used sgoinst Jous tha,t arc cc;.ﬁ.ng into the country.« :But for

the armed forcos of the Bpibish Navy, the Jeus who (,rc stlll suffering 1n conps

would be hero. Bocouse it is only the armed i‘orces tlh..t have prevmtod then

from coning. SR s

Beford I answer the fquosticn,‘ I+ill nsk this c_1ucs.ﬁ.ion: .are you for us:".ng
& forces of the Unitud -Nations or of o Mand?boxy to .prcvent Jows, by force, fron
‘c,'oming back to their country, a thing which is happening now? | |

CHLIRIDN: Tiell , we will nat answor that quosticn., Uchave the answer to our
question. | -

| II\I,‘ BEN GURION: I am not asking you a question; I am not asking ycu -to
‘answer,

CHLIRMLN: Yeou are answering oy question,

Iy, B3I GURION: I haveto msﬁer. I saic that the fets arc thoat abt present
force is bei‘ng usecd a;ciinst us for two purposcs: for preverting us fron k:o:;ing
llcref-bo;;atl_se, without force, I want Sir ‘Lb-:’ur Rohmen to know these Jews would
not hc&e been prevented from comdng back; and secondly, force is use‘d\ ts¢ enforce
- ;bho racial c‘isbr:‘mination azainst Jows, ‘

i ‘ SlI‘ ABDUR ROHMAN (India): That is not the gnswer to i_;ho question. It is
| o-o:.ng "absolutely beyond it. If he would only concentrate on the ansxwrcf tc the
quuestion put to him, it‘ would be better,- bccc.us‘e when he says force is being
uééd, thc‘ sone force is,.buing uscd -against the .rabs, anc the same foreo is
“beiﬁg used ageinst onybody who coptraven@Othe'law. ’I'f I contravene the low,
the same forece would be used ogoinst ne tod oy

Hr, BEN GURION: I cdid-not finish my answer,

Sir BDUR L.IRE.N:(India): You arc going‘ beyond it. T will nct finish for
'tw'o nonths if ,ou ge on in thet way. Idc net rdind 1f we toke two months or
two yeers. Lot me lead tho quor i;j_oning. Tow say you have not finished your

answer?
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Mr, BEN GURION: Yes. I say that the fact is, first, that force is being

prevent this, force is being used,

If the United Nations will give a decision in justice and equity that

the Jews have a right to come back to their country3 then I bclleve it w1;l be
thelr duty, if necessary, to enforce it, 1 do not know how much force will bé‘w~
necessary, but you have the same problem everywhcre in the world. The main
question is not whether to use force or not; the main question is whether a thlng
is right or wrong, That is what the United Nations have to decide: Is it right
or is it wrong? If it is wrong, then it is for the United Nations to stop every |
Jew from coming into the country, and perhaps, as some people here want, to send

away those who are here, Such a thing has happened to us. So, this is the

question: if the United Nations will éay this is right, then théy will do

everything to enforce that right, the same as they are doing to enforce rightk'
everywhere else in the world. It is not a special question applied to us,.
CHAIRMAN: The object of this transitory period of administratioh,
in order to get in the immigrants and to enforce that policy, implies, I suppose,
the cbject of coming to a state where you could use afterwards demdcfatic @eaﬁs to
govern the country? |
Mr., BEN QURION: Yes. When the country has reached a stagé whén the méiﬁ
object for which this country has to serve can be fulfilled, fhen jéu do noﬁ‘ :

need any foreign intervention any more.
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CHATRIAN: The objech is to croate the conditions for o democrabic

rule of the country?
lr, BEJ GURION: Yes, sir.

CHATRMAT : How, iet us rcturn to the Arab claim, You know woll the

Arch clain and the basis for it?
' Mr, BEN GURION: Yes,

‘ GHAﬁt‘LﬂJE: It can be expressed vory shortly. It is a claim based on

the possession of the 'land for a considerable period of tine and tho right

61‘ self—govérnmen’o of the l:)eople olr.l‘thc lahd. that is your answer to this

ciai.m?
lr, BE] GURION: Ly enswer to that clalm is the answer which wasA given

not only by us bubt by human conscience almost in the whole &vorlci. The sane
cla.lm wats made dl.mosﬁ tﬁenty-—fivc years aéo. The reply was that you camnot

. judgé this couhtfry which has a spccia.l‘ historr and speeial conditions which
‘carihot be found aﬁywhore else, and the relations of the Jews of this
cdi.mtry cannof, be judgg:d ﬁv a rule dppliod to other countries not having the
samc uﬁi:quo conditions., Recally, it is a unique cases You have first of all
thé i:c;oplc who were hore a very, very long time ago;' you know that., I can
‘give ybu the areb case, I understand the frab casc and I fully realize it.

: It‘ is very simple, 'fhey state thc:; do not carc what happéned, anc. nobody
ought to carc what ‘ha,ppcned fiftecen hundrc_:d or two thousand yezrs z\xgo. Tie
are here, lic are not here from jestérddq,r; we weore here for centuries. Ve are
the mé.jority, anc ve have a right to self-dctermination. le will decide, just:
as the pcople in the United States or the people in Cenada, whct'hor to allow ‘
or not to allow irmigrants. The fact thet Jews wore horc some two- thousand

. y.ca.x"_s.“ago is the same as the Roman legilons haﬁng boen in Bngland some two -
thousand years ago, or when Lrebs viere in»Spain fourtecn or so many centurics
ago.. That is their claim, It is simple,

that clain 1
Not onc but many nations int hc world did not accept/becausc they were faced

e U
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« with a uni e ccse which is not os simple as that. You cammot compnrre it with
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Smin and the !rabs, Caﬁ you find a single Lrecb in the world who cores to ko
back to Spain? Can you ;t‘ind a single ..reb in the world who will soend o penny
for Gpain? Cen yov {ind a single lreb in the world who creams of Spain? "Lhat
has e to Go \-,t'x.th‘Spa.in?. He hies his own country, liany kindscfvcople come from
nony countrics, Hut here you hieve 2 unicus casc without any parclicl in hié'bfnry.
Here is o »cople who for mony centurdes were drecriing of this countfy. They
might heve found o cc')untry onyahicre clse R Lut no s ond Shoy ndver gove up their
c¢leoin, Tt is unicue. .Llso, the case of Pc.lcét'inc is unic‘_u\,;. ‘It is not the sam;e::
T'e did not say it alone, but the ontire civilized vorld scid thot while thev arabs
vere liboreted in varicus territories thore was room for the Jeus in-Pelestine,
The Jews are c;omlectvd with this country. ¢ rocognize their coxmcctioh; They
arc coming bock, They hove o right to come boek., Thacy put only one lizﬁtatipn.

L u,durselves, would howve ovt this limdtotion if it wed not been nut by others:

It here, I do not know if I have to go into

b

not to displece the nopulation ri

J

that egoin. Thot was the deelsion, Thet happencd? Hothing heppened., Did it

¢

a

prove the Jous o not neel o home? Did it prove thot Jews conrot build? las it
proven that we can come in only by clisplae'm:cabs? Jverything thoet heppened
sincc that world decision strengthenedthet cdecisici.” The necc of the Jews,

thelr ebility to come brek, ond their not displacing (I do not want to bring in
. .. . 1
the peint thet we ~ro benefiting enyone--ue cre, but not bocouse of that), these
. Wer'e : o
three things/mroven cven more then they wore known trenty-Live ;ma.rs.a.go. Nowr
t ‘ . ,

I return/tiic questiontuhot rocson hoye you, not vou the Cormdission, but vhat

5

reason has vorld cohsciunce bo roverse that cdecision? There' is only one rcason

+
f

that the people here soy Mo, we will not lot thosc Jows come back,® The scme

thing hapoened in many countries, In certoin coumbrics the Govermment submitted

that, ond I do nob went to Qention the nones of those comtrics, There are Jows
were . .

who'/disposaessed by Hitier. I do wot szock of Gormany, but counbrics that

suffored fron Hitler., then the Jows were dispossessed, very fow,because the
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najority were rardered, comc back and claimed their possessioﬁs. They did not
them occupled

‘gct / back for the simplc rcasen that, the countriss were / and did not want

to g:.ve 7 back. Thet wes the only reason, But this cose is not similar to.
that becsuse then the Jews had three or four rooms and, in the ncantime,

sorplody else occupicd all the three rooms, Hore we hawe a casc where thore

is o la.rgu building and three rooms arc occupicd, vloven rooms arc not occupiud,

¢ and we say, "St'my in your thrcc roo*ms, we are going to occupy the other cight

USRS L
SUNaE

sLinOCr“" icd roons." Hc says, "No, we don't want it. Stoy out." The world has

t«-«"

e T Nerr e o

4 said'No", snd we say there is no roason why you should roverse that decision,

)3

bocause - justice and the necessity . the some, if not strongers There is .
no rcason whatsocver, The only reason is that thosc wlhic underteook to do it
failed to do it,

CH.IRM.N: , You think the faet that a clain to o country hos not been given
. L I

ﬁp is so cssential?
Mr, BEN GURION: Our claim?

 CH.IRH.N: Yes,
Mr, 3EN GURION: It is vcry, Of coursc, if we e.x:e invaders,then we have no
right.

CHLIRM.N: .nd -ou do not think thot a thousand year's posscssion is enougl .

to oust the claim?

Mr, BEN GURION: Sir, I do not lay down genoral rules, I say on this ceccsion,

under this historic ond soopradhic positicn, no it is nct, for the reasons which

I gove in my acdress, It is not o cucstion of the .reb race; they are fully

 liberated, It is not o quostion of the ..rcb individuals whe crc here; they are

not suffering. Our claoim dends; we did.nob give it up.

CH..IRM\N: Let us go now to this decision thnt you spoke ofs I suppose

. you mean the Hondeto?

IIr, Bl GQURION: The Dcclvi ﬂtlmm nd the 1‘&.\;;1& tCe

CH’ IRLL N: Let us return to thot act, You meon thet that is on absolute
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:promise to .give the country to the Jews as a state?

Mr. BEN GURION: Sir, in human affairs you cannot speak about "absolutes!
I would not commit myself to the word "absolute® because it-is a term whose
meaning nobody understands. But, it was a definite undertaking, a definite
promise based on the recognition of these unique facts to which I have referred,'

CHAIRMAN: Why I use the word "absolute" there is to come to my further

gquestions which are almlng/at seeing whether you admit any reservations 1n the
undertaking., The ManQ;fg is based on the Balfeyr'Declaratlon, and in the Balfour

Declaration the word "State" is not used; the term "Natﬂ@ﬁal Home" is used.

Further, it is said "in Palestine," and it has been so stressed. The phrase

used is "in Palestine". You do not think there is any reservation in theée

terms?

Mr. BEN GURION: Yes, sir, there are tw& reservations: one is the reser-

vation that the civil and religﬁgné“rights of non-Jewish communities shouldnot

be prejudiced. That is one reservation. There is another reservation that the
equality and political status of Jews.in other countries should not be préjudiced.
These are the two reservations. OCf course, they are clearly defined, Well, I
can leave out for the moment the latter reservation because you have no troublé
with the Jews. What you have in ﬁind is the first reservation concerning the
Arabs. This very reservation is a clear indication as to what they meant by

a Natiopal‘Home for the Jewish People. If, as this memorandum or the White
Pagﬁfwélaimed, it was meant or even contemplated that the Jews reﬁain a

minority,. I ask you if in a country the Jews are not a minority why must you

have safeguardé,for'the rights of a majority. It is nonsense. The whole

question, after all, state or no state, is the question of whether the Jéﬂs

must remain a minority or may they become a majority. This is the question;
because a state follows from that. If this was meant why do you need to Safeguéﬁi 
against prejudicing the rights of the non-Jewish communities? Then you ought‘to
have safeguards against prejudicing thefights of the Jewish community. If it was -

meant that the Jews should be a minority, then you.should have to have a

.
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N’xblonal }r(omc which neons o minority, onc then to safeguard thc:u.x' rights as
agalnsﬁ, the mejerity, Bub you do not nued to safcguard the rig‘htS'oi‘ fa) -

Y

ajority. Tht.,rn.fore the saefoguord itsclf is a cloar indleation os to whot
sas roanbe  Houcver, we are nob noutral, and I do not claim to neutra
was rwonte However, we crc not noutral, and I do nob claim to be neutral

on that quostion,  But, you have o clear cxplenation vhy the word "sbate!

[
Y

wos not used thens It was not uscd for the simple reosen becouse 1t could

‘not". depend on the best will 'of the British Govcm:*e'nt to have o state., It

N

was not’ i‘or the British to toke the Jews .LI'CI‘J.I ssia, Poland, or from the

United States of lnerics. cnd commel then to go to Palostines They could | not

say they would 'do-it, and therefore thoy usced this teim. They did not say

", Jowish Home." They said "o Metionel Heme for the Jewlsh Poople,' TFilrst

of ‘21l they did not soy mercly'a home." .'"abionol Home" in inglish has a -
définite }jcc.ning. In Engiish you soy Wotionality;® In inglish thoy soy, "Whet
1s your ncotionality? To whot stote do you belong?" There is o differcnce in the
quost:.on. ""Notionality! in Contlnc,nt"l Turope, in Lnbllsh , rwons "state." They
said . Netionel Horwe M But, they did not soy only that, they said . Notional |

Home for the Joulsh People.," Lvery vord wns Wuigh'ed.“ It wos not simly thot

. sotwholy got up and wrotu o declaration, For months they discusscd every word

of it., It is truc thot they (id not say YPelestine os o Notionel Hemej! thcy

said "in Palestine," Bubt "in Polostince' docs not neecssarily meon in o part

of Palestine, beconse if thoy meent  in o pogt of Palustine thoy would have said

g0, They adopted the wording of the Zionist Prograrme, There woas o Zionist
A

 Progrerme formuloted in 1897 in Bogle , Switzerla and, vhere cur first 1orld Congress
was hel_d. There we forrmlg,tcc’ our progrerric, The Bplfour Declarction adoli’ééd
‘the sone xA.;ording, ond it did not adopt the smre werding by chence., The reason
vhy they did not use thot term "Polestine os," I think is thot it could be easily -

interpreted rs mcaning romoving the (robs from Pelestine, wiich they ¢id not vant

“to.dojy they should not haove done ity ncither ¢o we like to ¢o it. But, in Pol-

estine, it does not ncs,n a port of Pelestine, - Supposc you crc intrccucing

‘o

Socilalisn in Bng luﬂd, when you say Sociclism in Englond it does not rcan sociolisi |

— ‘ . L ) ’ o
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n o part of England. But, also, it could not have meant a minority. TFurther, e

’ ‘-}
. we have the very simple and clea . cvidence of the Pr:me M:Ln:].ster. He said

B R R e s Sy

A )
- B o = B e
o e

{Bthat to attribute to that EDeclar'ﬁ::Lon an . intention or a ne&nmg of a possi- »
’ bility for Jews ‘to r‘cuzmain a minority would have been a fraud on the people i
“}to vhom this x-e,,s glven. So, the reservation wlu.ch was made even strcngthens our |
# understanchng, whlch is n;t ours, u’uch was the unuerstundlng of t1c Comm551an,
and of every responsible statesmon,thet R Jowish minority was not meant. In
no state is there a question as to whether the Jews arc a minority or wot.
CILIRILI: Vhen I referred to thot term "Nationmal Home in Palestine! s L
had in mind a passage in the statement of British policy in Falestine published 7
by ¥r, Ch:l{l/néi'lill, then Sceretary of State for the Colonies,in June 1927 1
quote here fron the Governncnt's remorandanhiere it/ é%;?«ted as f.llows: "hen
it is asked vhat is meant by the developncnt of the Jewish Hational Home in
Palestine, 1t my be answereu that it is not the imposition of Jewish na‘blong.llty
upon the inhabitants of Palestine as a whole, but the further development of |
the existing Jewlsh comrmnity with the assistance of Jews in other parts of the |
world in order that it may becorc a centler in which thé dJ ewish people as a
whole ma on the grouads of religion, race, interest ancd pride ——-
Mr, BED! GURIOH: Yes, yes, but you are quotn.ng from ¢he memorandum,
5&113}&\1: Yes, I am, | |
lr. BEF GUHDN: Hore, sir, is the E.Ihit{e/ Bap{r in its entirety.
~CHAIRMAN: I have it, too, ‘
ir. BEN GURION: ‘Lnd I read it from the beglnmnrr 1o the end, I did not

read 7lythat section, It is very easy to extract a few -sentences from a long

wl compliceted docuzpent to lend it another ne

%0 be. First of all

anin: than it was originally meant -
3 what is of very gre~t importance is that that paper, the
hite Paper, contained several documents, It contains,. first of all, and this is

¢rhaps the most important part of the White Paper, letters sent by I, Churchill

0 the .irab Delegation +to whom ho certainly would not like to cxaggerate the

e blig‘ations which they undertook tp the Jéws. On the contrary, writing to the

i . .
Iz rab Delegations he would like, as fry as corlpatlble with the obligations to the
% Cmd, 1700 ‘

.
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two s to put them in a very right frame., The Lirab Delegb.tion claimed then

what they cla:t;m now. 'I‘here is a majom.ty and the ma.JorJ.ty want to rule, and

a natxlonal government: should be set up. He wrote "...lle cannot do it befause
Lw'e are responsible for the Detlar~tion made on November 2nd, and a national

government in Palestine under the present c1rcumstances would preclude ‘the ful-

f:Lllment of that unc-ertaklng...'.‘ I quoted that in my address, and I do not
‘uant to q_uote it again because I know they are only. telling you 1ittle half-

tru'bhs even about docunients, I ga.Ve, you vhe evidence net of the Jewish Il‘%%\ilIy,
but; of a purely‘ British~\pab Tphouiry, They hdve the cvidence of Mr. Chq;féhill,
. Himself. Vhile _this_phra,sing was meent, os far as possible, to consider the
-. Afab s It was not its mea;;irlg to preélude the estoblishment of a Jewish State,
Vhat is the meaning_ of a Jewish State? As I told you before, a Jewish
State does not mean one has to be a Jew, It means merely a state where the

Jews are in the majority, otherwise all thc citizens Have the sare status. If

the State » were called by the name "Palestine," I said if, then all would

v 'be Palestinian citizens. If the State would be given another BXC w-  I'think
‘it would be given cnother name, because Palestine is ne ther a Je ish nor

-an rcb name, is far as the .rabs ave concerned, and we have the evidence of

o

. the "rob historian, Hitti, that there was: mp such a th ng as"lalestinetat

- all? Palestine is not an rab name., Palestine is also not a Jewish name,

‘ 'F‘len the Gre ks were our enemies s in order not to amnoy the Jews-, they gave dife
fgi'en't nemes to thestrects. Go, maybe the name of Palestine will be_changed, .

; Bll»;‘c ‘vﬂ'xe.tevcr thgsname of the countryjevery citizen of the country will be a
‘citizen, This/vhat we nean. This is whet we have to reon. We cannot concecive
vtb_at in a Statd vhere we are not in a minority, wherc we have the nain

respons ibilities as the majority of the country, there should oc the slightest
discrimination between o Jew anc a non-Jew,

CIL. IRIL\N: well, so far we have trccted this tem “Nata_onal Home in

“Palestine." Ue come further to the clause in the Balﬂ@,vf‘ Declaration wherein

"1t is spoken about maintaining the civil and religbus rights of the other

~<’S.§zc’oions of the populations in Palestine, That expression is in the HMandate

reco rded in rticle 6, where there is o slight difference in wording. It is -
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} said there "The administration of Pelestine while 1nsur1ng that the rights and
nosition of other sectlons of the population are ‘not oreaudlced shall *ac111tatei
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+ Jewish 1mm1grat10n under suitable conditions..." Do you think that this clause ;
while showing that the right ~osition of irab sections.of the population are.
not preJudlced couWQ be considered as placing an obstacle to Jewish 1mm1gratlon°

"M¥r. BEN GURION: .Well, on that, sir, there is an authoritative interrreta-

_'tlon. \gain, that can be answered by His Majesty'é Govcrnmenf itself. Before |

. this Whlte Paper there was another White Paper. There were rany White Dapers, e
such as the, Passfigdd Whitc Paper.®™ Then two former Chance 1lors ana
Lord Hag¥sham, challenged the Government that this White Papor was curtalllng
the rights of Jewish immigration as against the internstional oblige tlon, and *
they requested the Government to put it to the test before the Hague Court.

But the then Government did not see its way clear to go as far as that and

they set up a Cabinet Commit*ec, who discussed the cuestion. Tﬁén they gavé .
an official explanation which is called the MacDonald Lett. =, which really
should be called Hender oﬁ's because he was then Labour Foreigﬁ Sécretary. He . IS

‘ elabdrated on this letter and gave an atte:n pted ex*lanatlon as to what was\ﬁgh;ffj

; meant by | the ‘references 1o thHe " rlghts I “éiher sections -— that these were not -
“Hieant to impair or to worsen the nosition of the other sections in Palestine, and“
“that as long as the position of other sections were not impaired, it would be ‘
worsened., It was the duty of the Government not to allow hut to facilitate immi-
gration--this was a positive obligation. Such was th. official internretation
undertaken by His Majesty's Government when this question was for the first tlme
sorry I gave not got .
raised. I am / it with me, but I will send.you that official document.
CHAIRMAN: My question is more of an abstract nature. What I am aiming .
at is the circumstances in which the position of the other Arab sections of- the 3
populatlon could be so jeopardized that the clause (in the Mandate) g1v1ng
protection would operdte.

Mr. BEW GURION' If you mean oconomlcally, qbsolutely. P
XXCmd. 3692, 1930. :
XXXofeicial letter from Prime Hinister MacDonafa to Dr. Wgiemann, 13 Feb. 1931
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CH.IRAN: Not econony,political conditions,

ir. B2l GURICH: Mo, that 1s a diéfe;ont_qyestion. TFirst-of ally 40 you
¢ e whether this ﬁns meant,ﬁy the Mandate, or apart from the Handate. on
the hesis of equity?
THRILN: I ask on the bosis of the lMondste where there is statéd the undezg
éﬁanding that the rights and pésition of ~ther sections of tlie population would
not be prejudiced."
Mr.BEN GURION: Then I say cuitte definitely that I would not use the word
*absolute!, complote cUnviqtionznd knowledge that what was ne. 't was
the cconomic congitions and pesition of the population of Polestive.,bocouse it
is dealing with econoric ﬁattcrs. irticle 6 is‘dcaling with tuo econonic
mattors, immigrotion and colonizotion. They asked the londitory fo fecilitate
immizration and-to egqpuragé closz settlement Qf the Jows on the lend . the
conCition -- or somec other ?hrasing, I do not remember-- whiie ensuring that
the richts and position of other sections of the pepulation arc not prejudiced.
I wont to sny thot we cecept it wholeheartedly, not cnly becouse it is there

O

but because it is right. uhet is meant by the cconomic interests of the
population is that thelr economic position should not becoie worse because of
Jewish immigration and scttlement., This is whet the ilandatc meant..

Yocs it

CHIRMIIT: But is the immﬁgration wholly an economic matter?
not also have wnolitical irmlicctions?

ir, B I GURIT: .bsolutely., But the politicel implication wes to .allow
the Jews by irmmigraticn to become a Hation and heve a Nati?ﬁdillome,.not a
minority. That wos the political implication.

CILIRIAN: s I sald before the terms of the Balfour Decleration were to
a certoin cxtent eltered in th s clause. .The Balfour D.clorction spoke chbout

eivil and religious rights. You ° not think there is any irplication in this

changc of tho wording?
I’r. Bulf GURICH: UHo, Sir. I do not think there is any sltcration ot all,
:~HCTQ they lay down the torms of the administration of Palestine, Lhen the

Balfour Declerction was given it wesn't even said that snglend would rule the
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* country. It hed thing to dowwith the concrete administration, Here in the
Handate tﬁey have to lay down a numbor of .set principles for the admiili{s“bre.tion
) . P o
of the country, Tor instance, there is Lothing about the Holy %cc_a_s‘. They -
€9 rot cover the vhole »roble;: of the Hol, Places because the Holy i‘la.ces in
Pelestine are not zerely the concern of the commmnities in Palestine 5 but of
the'wcrldiat large, Howe#ef, there is not o word there because it has netbhing
to do with that point at all, fIere they have to 1oy down rore details'about
the cdministration of Palestine, Further, they said while you have to “
encourage Jewish immﬂgration, you are to see .to it that‘tﬁeveconomic positioﬁ a
of other sections shoulg not be impaired or becone worse, In the Balfour
Dcclarationt here is not a word of Jewish'immigfgg;;n at all, clthough if is
imnlicd, There they lay down only the main gencral principles, Hore they

£2Ve the implicotions of thet principle,
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CHAIRMAN: + X come to ancther aspect' of this absolutehess“ of the promise

- of which you spoke., How far do you mean that the Mandatory Power would have
4o go to enforce. the immigration of Jews into Falestine? Was the' undertaking
to go to war, to go to whatever effort it might mean?
Mr. B GURION: Again I have to take exception tothe implication which
ls contained in your aquestion,that they have to enforce. We did not discuss
:’this auestion, and what I will sgy now is because. you ask me a auestion and
f';want to make it clear, I am rgsponsible for it. We can be l\eft alone with
the Arsbs in Palestine. We do not want England to impose anything. We want
hpr only not to impose a stoppage ofimmigration, We do not ask England to
. impt;sé anything; we ask her not to impose a stoi:page of Jewish immigration,
whicﬁ she is doing against the Mandate. Ihe Mandate was to facilitate ° .
immigration, ' They are imposihg armed forces against immigration., We ask
them t o take away armed forces and not to impose non—immigration.
Mr, RAND (Canada): What about 1922? Would you make the same answer?
Mr, BT éURl‘ON: The question would not have arisen,
Mr. RAND (Canada): It might have if the Arabs had opposed immigration
and the United Kingdom Government had kemt its hands off.
Mr, Ben Gurion: In 1922 the Arabs opposed immigration, and when you
i réad the ‘te Paper of Mr, Qhur 11l you will see that he wrote a reply to
the Araly delegation wuent hey declared t hat they were opposing it, and he
~‘saiA.d: "We cannot accept your position, "
Mr. RAND (Canada): Vhat I mean is that in 1922 you wefe a very small
‘ propo_rtion of the population. You were not in a position physically to impose

immigration on resisting Arabs,

e i

e et T

/,9 Mr, JBE GURICN: The question has never arisen,

-
ir. _RAND (Canada) We are deallngwn. the interpretation of the

KA e T R M s g L o
y‘m‘q‘ S By e R e

Declaratlon and ’che Mandatory and you must ccnslder it under all cmcht:.ons.
In that, case would you have been satisfied just to allow the United Kingdom
. stovernmant to keep its hands off .the opposition to immigration?

R
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Mr, BEN GURION: In 1922--I do not really know why ‘you askb a;bout 1922,
. Mr. RAND (Canada): I am trying to find out what the Mandetory means.

_ Mr, BEN GURION: In 1922 we were a small community in Palestine, and if
left alone we could easily have been exterminated,

Mr. RAND (Canada): Therefore, you had to have some protection,

Mr. BEN GURION: We had to have it, and the world gove it to us, and it |
was the privilege of England to do it. |

Mr. RAND (Canada): So it is not merely a question of withholding the
hand against Jewish inmﬁ.gratién? .It is also a question, in scme situations,
of shielding immigration.

Mr, .BEN GURION: I was asked by the Chairman how long we would ask
England to impoge, and to that I have answered that we do not ask her to
impose any Liore, .—

Mr. BAND (Canada): It was not for how long; it was how ﬁuch. How much

force do you think the United Kingdom ought to take? You said,we do not want

any force except to remove force against immigration. In 1922 it was different,

I agree.

CHAIRMAN: You said that you are going to impose immigration?

Mr. BEN GURION: Noj "impose" means some hostility. When I am going
back to my heme.I am not imposing; I am going back to my home--unless you deny

that it is my home. If you give judgment that the place where I anrliving'doesh

~ .t

" not belong to me, then I have no right to go.
CHAIRMAN: I refer to your own wotds. You used the words, "we are going
to imposef, N

Mr. BEN GURION: I did not say "impose". I said, we will come back by

ourselves--not "impose",

Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): Would they be content if the Government removed

the preﬁenting of immigration and left the thing just now to the fate of the Afabs;

and the Jews? Would they be content?
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Mr, BEN GURION: Yew,

CHAIRMAN: You know that the Royal Commission s id that in their view

. the association of the policy of the Balfour Declavation with the Mandatory
system implied the belief that the Arab hostility to the Balfour Declaration

would sooner or later be overcome. _—_~‘_————f——— '

Mr, BEN GURION: You read from the msmorandum.

2 CHAIRMAN: No, I did not read it from the memorandum; I remember it from
the Royal Commission's report. You are not in agreement with thé. statemeﬁt -
Cinplyivmp that the Argb hostility to the Balfour Declaration Qould
sooner or later be overcome?

Mr. BEN GURION: I even now believe it; I believe it may be overcome,-

. If there is any certainty in the future, I am certain that if,allowed to come

back to our country, we will live in peace and ccoparation with the Arabs.‘ 1
believe that as I believe in the Jewish State,
CHAIRMAN: Let us assume that there would be violent resistance to

enfoseing the immigration, would you mean, in ~ny circumst-nccs, to go on and

fight dewp the resist-necd? e - ; - .

-ﬁr.\BEN GURION: I said we do not ask for a Mandate any more, so 1t is not
.fa nuestion.- The question does not arise on the M&néz;e. But my answer to fhe
'\queébionAis, you have to decide whether what we ask is right or wrong. If it
is right, and force is necessary, you have to apply it. If it is wrong,'not
,onlyvyou do not have to apply force, but you do not héve to allow it, It is
a quéstipn‘of right and wrong, and not whether to apply or not to apply force,
28 in any other conflict in the world. And this.is the reason the United Nationg
was established,
>> Mr. RAND (Canada): I supnése that is one case in which you can resort
th absolutes,
MNr. BEN GURIQN: No absolutes, This was.the reason why we were-ready in
i937f-1\mean'the méﬁorityw-to consider a compromise, Although we knew we were

éhtitled to an entire country, when the British Government came and told us
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/m“e result of thnt Co slon, theysaid, you are right, but this will require

farce and we do not want it and we cannot do it, and therefore we tell you here
is a compromise. The majority said, thet they were willing 130. consider it.
Mr. LISTCKY (Czechoslovnkia): Are you sti‘ll rée.dy' t o consider a compromise?
¥Mr. BEN GURION: I told you in my evidence that when we had the b alks
after our last congress with t he Government in London, we told them that if a
Jewish State in an adequatec area of Palestipe were offered, we would consider it.
Mr, LISICKY (Czechoslovakia): Does that mean p tion?
Mr. BEN GURION: "To partition", according to the Oxford dictionary,
means to divide a thing into two parts. Palestine is divided 'into‘ three parts,
and:on]:y in a small part are the Jews allowed 1;0 live., We are against that.
Mr. Garcia GRANIDOS :Gw*temﬁla): ‘Several times I have heard about the
possibility of violence if a decisien of the United Nations were not accepted

by a certain party, Suppose that decision would give absolute freedom to a

" Jewish State, would the' Jewish people be.able to resist violence and defend

themselves?

Mr. BEN GURION: You mean violence on the part of the Arabs? The first
thing we will do if such decision is given will be to make the greatest effort
to come t;a an agreement with the Arabs. TFirst, we will go to them andt ell -
them, here is a decision in our favour. We are right. .We want to sit down with

you and settle the question amicably. If },‘OIE“ answer is nc, then we will use

force against you. Then we will trnke care of ourselves,

AT T XD 2 LY s e e RTINS SR L0

- _There is one argument in thejArab case to which I want ah answer. They = -

B I

‘__say,tﬁi'sb:ééci’.shi-t'ih;;}mtﬁ;Le*ague*“méf Nations is all right, but nobody can dispose

VA
g / of our country without our consent, What do you answer to thet?

Mr, 'BEN GURION: The answer is this is our country, including the Arabs
who are in it This country is the country of the Jewish people and of all the =

other inhabitants. This is cur answer,

CHAIRMAN: F think you have a]ﬁ-r'eady‘ answered t he question; ~If yoﬁ éan’

* P
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envisage lanother solution, t@en‘this_hundreq percent Jewish solution that you
have, .o . . _ : &
Mr, BEN GURION: It is a matter of justice, .I am convinced.,
CHAIRMAN: I have exhausted the aquestions 1 wanted to put. Does som?
other Member of the Gommittee wish to ask any questions?
Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): Are you taking subject by subject, or are you
- giving the Members the option of putting all their questions? I want to know
ﬁhe prrocedure. ]
CHATRMAN: I think the Members who have additional questiens to put gught
to dg so on this political issue, ’
. S?r Abdur RAHMAN (India): I do not think that is fair to the Members,
Let the Members exhaust their own questions which they want to ask at any
stage, The:e are a number of other questions which arise out of the answers
bwhich it is impossible to put at this stages Therefore, I am suggesting that
vgfthe best thing would be to leave the other Members to put their éuestions,
and when they have done with it, if another Memﬁer wishesto put another
question in regard to another”qdestidh;'i%liéuéli”f{gh£. Ctherwise, one Member
. musﬁ be allowed to exhaust his questions before you g; on to the next one.
CHAIRMAN: You have interpreted my intention; it was my intention to follow
that procedure.
Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): I have no objection.’
. CHAIRMIN: We =dopt the procedure that the questions of one Member will
be, exhausted before I give the word to another. .
| Mr, THIC (Yugoslavia): You have said. in your:GVidence before the Peel
,.Commigs'on in 1937 that you would -ask for a Jewish,é&ate if Palestine weré
an empty ccuntry. But you said there are othgr inhabitants in Palestine and
- they have a right not to be at the mercy of the Jews, Further you said that
 ‘a State mey imply domiration by the Jewish majority of the minority. Is
3fPalestine more empty now, or .does the Jewish State imply less domination of the

. Arab minority than ten years ago?

/o

|
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Mr. BEN GURION: I remember well that ‘evidence, but I am afraid you have

got only a small extract from it. I will give‘gﬁé fist of the whole of it and
then you will realize more fully whntu I meant by that extrac‘t, which you have
read. ) |
I was asked the same question about a National Home and a Jewlsh State,
and I explained that a Nat\:}yél Home is more than a Jewisl;; /S(égg. Why? Because
a State bélongs only to t\hek people who are there, andtheycan say, we will not
allow anybody else. Suppose there are a millicn and a half Jews in Palestine
and it is a Jewish State; that State can 'say %o “the Jews in Rumania or Germany,
we do not want you. This might happen, o
I was present ot an Imperial Labour Conference in London in 1925, convened !
to discuss only the question of immigration in the British Empire., There was -

a discussion between British labour and Australian and Canadian labour; The,

British asked for a larger immigration--there was a gréat;dcal of unemplpymentu

in England, abcut two million unemployed,. at that time. They asked for 'immigx;ajbion‘

T

of British labourers to Capada, Australia and New Zealand.. The delegates from |

the Dominions were aga'inst it. They had their own reasons; it is not my -

business to say who was right or who was wrong, They all belonged to the same
stock--British stock. Such a position rrgiglit arise in a Jewish State. 'fhe

Jews in Palestine might say, you are suffering in Germany; that is your business,

’

Therefore, when they said "a National Home for ‘the Jewish people"l said it was

more than merely a Jewish State for those who -are there, As long as there is-
a Jew who can not stay where he is, and as long as there is a place in Palestine, L

a Jewish State will ‘hot have the riglrrt to pfevent him ffom coming. Therefore, a
National Home for the Jewish people .is more than a'Jewish Si:ate.

I went on to 'explain why the Zionist Organisation, in its programme, did \no‘t
use the terrﬁ "Jewish State", and I gave three reascns. One reason was that it S

might imply - though it must not — dom'inat—iorﬁ snd we did not want ‘the world to

have 'the impression that we want to dominate anybédy». The lothor oy aons T.0% nob g

5 S S . -
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remember‘but you have read it, I s’o"arﬂf'byA thoge reasons, an\d we do not want
a Jewish State based on domination. I will send you our proéra.mme. When we N
asked for a Jewish State we said the Jewish State must be based on neither .
domma'tlon nor being dominated. We stand by the same principle. There.is no
change o
‘Mr SIMIC (Yugoslavn.a) Wmﬂ.d‘you agree to. ha.ve a State with a Jewish
Jorltv"

Mr. BEN GURION I may add that tomorrow you w111 recelve a memorandum
| 5and all these things you will find fully explained.

' M// SIMIC (Yugoslav:.a)—: Would you agree to have a State with a Jewish

~ min 1ty or majority - with a parlty in the Government ?

Mr. BEN GURION: In my statenent I ga’ge the reason why parity in a
Government can be a good exped;.entk when t.here is a foreign power ruling the
country. We were in favour of parn:_ty e.s.long as there was a Mandatory Regime
in Palestine, We seid. it was nbtbright , although there was a deep, historical
reason why there should be for a tixne s; Mandate, But even in a transitory'

} . meriod the populatmn should not be excluded from the Government They should

e ERSALAI S A A N
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,f‘(‘v be there on parlt?r - two equal parts, But you cannot have par:Lty in an
ﬁ | independent State.
: Mr. STMIC (Yugoslavia): Why?

" Mr. BEN GURION: You will have a, permanent deadlock. Parj /y means not
that a single Jew and a single Arab have the same right, but that the-two com-
munities have the same right.. You will teve a parity of tén Jews and ten Arabs

 ‘and a Govérnment of three Jews and three Arabe. You will have a peimanent dead
lock. The quesfion of Idevelopment willl come up - ‘the_ development of the N\e;,eb.
We are for development for two reasons., We are for development as Jews; we are

for development as progressive people. Théy are not anxious for development,

I do not say they are not progressive. ' They are, But it is their right to be

what they are. But they will be against it. They will prevail because you need a
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pésitive docision and positive action. ™ A 11@1‘}53’ can alwys prevent any action
being teken, v
1

The sgecond que.tion, :ikich i‘or us is Jus‘b as vital, is the qucstion of

.
—_— A PR . .

munlgra‘b{./ml. You will have tuo for, and two against. That is enough o¥o) m"cvcnt
immisration, becouse you must heve o positive decision to have immigrotion,

So you will have & permancnt deadlock, which means blocking inmigrotion and

blocking development, anc I cennot imfzine hov the Government would cxists Theve

is no such th ng in the world,

Ir, LISICKY (Czechoslovekia): You arc definitcly pes: lmistic cbout the
mrosuect of iLreb-Jewish e grecement?
Mr, U000 GURION: On the contrary; I amcefinitely optimistic. I am sure

that as soon as therc is o Jewish State and we arc an independent factor, the

areswill see roason, becousc they arc sensible peo le end know what is good
and vhat is bad., As long &s they believe they can prevent us from being here .

it is natural, I do not blome them, ‘then the srobs arcezgeinst us I do not

.

blemie them for some of the means which they use. I can wnderstand their

ttitude, I blame the llandete -- not the arebs. Vhen the irebs say they prefer

a poor country to a rich onc I can ur‘cterstu- 1 it.

Iir, FLBREGLT (Uruguay): Dld you say, on pagc 16, thgt the R Racial Land

Lew still onists? Do you then ceiisider that thic 2l land Lew implics violation -

of the I'Iapdatc and of the Chartcr of the United Nationsé :
Ifr, BEN GURION: T think it is definitely afainst the Charter of the
United Nai_:ionsa
1ir. FABREGAT (,Uruguaj) By its character of racial discrimination?
I-’r?, BEN GURION: Yos.' »
Mr, FABREG.T (Ury uay) : I should like to know; in a few words, the
process of the practical upplication"oi’ that law in Palcst'ine.

Mr_.v BEN GURION: that is the .ccope of your guzstion?

Mr, F4BREG.T (Uruguay): You said there wore racial laws herc., I asked

3
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about thv'* -application of the ‘r/:\ecfal laws in Pe .lcutlne.

Mr, B QUELION : Here you have a casc vhere cortain things can be done
'only by Jquiskpéﬂ;ab 00 ;'e,tion, becausc in order to :.:,cquirc land you rust have
‘ithe‘consen“\c of tk.lc\ arab who is the owmer, and wc/ acquire land only by Jovish-
i-.rab cooperation, DBut herc cames the Govyu’ﬁént and says "No', I wvill tell
you the appln.cat:.on of the law,
: S Teke the case of the Ncggx. There arc people thero who have large trects
- of land. The l?.ljld is descrt .J They have not got the mcans ndr the ~bility to
: ‘develop the land, So thoy s:ay, we will scll 2 part of our l end to the Jows and
.ﬁ‘ﬂ;is will cnablc us. to develop the rest o:_t‘ our land, This was mainly thc proccss
by.which wc 2cquired land in other parts, Then comes the Gov;:rnmcnt'ahd says,
b’-’No, you cannot do it," The rcsult is that the land romains desolate, 1o cennot
- eome therc, ‘and the /rob who would like to develop the land connot do it because
‘, ‘he is prcvcntcd by the Government., This is not an imcginery casc, There arc
:tens and hundreds of such cascs, .
| Mr. F.BREG.T (Uruguay): In another part of your cxposition you gave.a
speclal concept on the reletions l-gbween ..rabs and Jews, Did you spcak of
, the view
i cooperation and eoxpress/that the cooperation can only rost upon ccxual*ty‘? I '
consn.der it would bc worth while to know your opinion espoecially on this point,
f;'f..v;‘DoA‘lyou think that such cooperation might bc possible at this moment under the

" actual condi.ions?

Mr, BiN. GURION: In another place you will find that Itold you that there

'\iS cooperation ngw between Jows and u.rabs, Just as there is cooperation between
Engllsh ond French, or Czechs and Poles, _ They represent two distinct things.
: -.urmy arc human b cings and they orc zcoples, I spokc chout cooperation in both
i*’.{:s,ckn:ses. There is cooperation between Jows and Jirabs z;s indivicduals, Ais fer os
1’0 depends on us we erc willing to cooperatc —- not becousc we are philanthropic,

“but becausc we belicve it is for the good of both to cooperste, Jewish workers

“are cooperating with [reb workers, The Government is not always very happy

N
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about it beccausc it is mostly . gainst the Government.

.. Therc was only rccently a strike of some fifty -thousand employces of .

the Gov.rmment--Jews and .rabs, There is cooperation between Jewish villages

and Jrab villages, This is going on. We would likc to go on on a larger scalq,._“"

o

as for as we are concerncd, There is coopceration hetween Jews and Arebs as

-

individuels,
You quoted now the cooperation hetween Jewish poople as a people and Arab
people as a poople. Such cooperation is pessible only when we shall heve the

t'zt.us \--Jhich they have -- an ndcpendent nation, not imen bhoy arc able to

B T
[
~r

boycp*bt our goods and we arc powcrlc:,s to do a.nythlng. But vhen therec is en

inacpendent state, instecad of a boycott by Lrabs of Jewish goods there will bz -
e

anechange of scrvices and goods because it will be for the benefit of both

_ Jews and Arabs. Thcrcforc, "m orcer to heve coopceration beticen these two
e . et eistang. )

X
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poonlos you! must h& Ve c,qua,llty Only tUo cquals cian‘ 35‘0133‘1\"5.";0.

C,HAIRN IN: frc you optimistic about the cooﬁ)c?ﬁon between Jews and
arebs in a Palestinian Statgin political mett.rs,
Iy, Bill C—URIéN: vhat political matters do you mean?

CHAIRMAN: T mean cooperation in govox;llj_ng the state.

Mr, BEM GURICN: ) The irabs are just like any other people; ,they have »
ddfferent vmws , although publicly it may appear that thoy havo only one view,

Mr, FABREGLT (Uruguay): I am asking abr\ut, the cconomic and social
cooporation, |

CHAIRMAN: I added the politicai metters,

lir, BeN GURION: .is I say, there arc cven scctions among the irabs here,

and in nmghbourlnr countries, where thcj are wi.ling for political coope"atlon.
CHLIRMIN: On the whole?
Mr., DIN GURION: On 1';110 whole. There are .rabs who are against it.
CHAIRMAN: How will it turn out?

Mr, BEN GURION: If we and the .rebs who want to cooperate are er - Araged,

.. thosc scctions here and abroad bmong the ire o went to cooperate woul'd be

L
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strengthonod,
- . . . -y B .~ 7,‘“ N
\ CHIIRIEN: L vskod whethor you were optinistic about politicel coghorationgs
o4 ) N N [ 74
ﬁx My, BEN. SURICN: Yos, obsolutcly--as for as it is absolutcly known.
X - . :
3
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I am infected by your language.

\
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Mr. FABREGAT (Uruguay): Mr. Ben Guri.a, in »olation to the immigration
%problem, you spoke about the fate of the d~.- 4 the Jewish children and
the prohibition of théir entry into Palestine. May I know, if it is possible,
thé nurber of people who arebnow in the camps at‘C s, especilally ﬁhc nuﬁber
of Jewish children in the camps at Cyprus.
‘ Mr. BEN GURION: VThe total nunber, I belleve, is something more than
.fifteen thousand -- seventeen vhousand. I cannot givebyou the exact number of
children.,
Mr, FABREGAT (Uruguay): May I cbtrin the number later?
Mr. BEN GURION: My colleague tells me there ;;e two thousand children
there,
Mr, FABREGAT (Uruguay): I would like to know the number of ngish
people who afe now in concentration camps in Europe and the conditionSin which
' those people live at this moment.

Mr. BEN GURION: As far as I know, there are some two hundred twenty

thousand Jews in the camps, but this does not comprise —-

e

Mr, FABREGAT (Uruguay): What are the conditions of living in the cgmﬁg

the soéial conditions, the héalth conditions, the Eultural conditions for the
&qung people, for the women, for the men,

| Mr. BEN GURION: We will serd in a memorandum giving you all the details
of the conditions, but I can tell you now that I visited the camps soon after the

liberation and I visited them recently. There is a very strong deteriqration
in the conditions, for many reasons: for poliﬁical reasons, economic reasons.
There is also a deterioration in the relations between the Jews and the'Qerman
populatioﬁ there. There have airéady been cases where many Jewisp D.P.'s have
been murdered by Germens and by Jerman police., ‘

CHATIRMAN: These camps,afe now called Assembly Centers, but I do not

suppose that changes the conditions very much. b S

[
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Mr. FABREGAT (Uruguay): Ir. Ben Gurion, you speak/about one million

childre;i killed in Turope under the Nazi persecution.
Mr. BEN GURION: Yes. . |
Mr. FABREGAT (Urﬁguay): These children in the camp at C'%ls,’ do they
“hawe parents? ' ' \
' Mr. BEN GURION: Thefe are many who have' nat; there are scme who have.
Tl’{efe wéré ':many Polish J$ws who éscaped to Soviet Russia, and thgy'were saved,
with their children. Most of the large families which you will find in the
’ camps, énd some of them also in Cypr;us,‘with mothers and fathers ‘and children,
are those who gscaped to Soviet Ruésia and have now come back. The& went back
to Poland and fram Poliand to Gefmany, in order to get to Palestine;
Mr. 'FABREGAT: (Uruguay) : Thé.nlg you.
| Mr, BiOM (Netherlands): I would like to ask first a question about the

>

form of government Mr. Ben Gurion has in mind for the trang'yfgonal period,

‘VMI;'. Ben Gurion says thaf Jews are entitled to build up a country here with a
:Jeﬁish majority, and thepefore, they have in'mind, they visualize an immigration
plan of about one mil on Jews. Mr. Ben Gurion éays that it will take a few years,

',_Then he adds that as soon as a considerable partA of that plan is ‘carried out,

_.ti;"ldepehdenc‘e can be established. Now, of course, it is not possi‘ble to state

| ;eiéaétly how many years it will take before, in the view of Mr. Ber_1 Gurion, that

;f‘in‘oment has come, that that eonsiderable part has been carried out. But perhéps

Mr. \Ben: Gurion can agree that 1t will take at least something between, say, five

~énd teﬁ years, | |

| "~ Mr, BEN GUR.ON: Not necessarily.

\M'r. BLOM (Netherlands): Have you in mind a shorter period?

Mr. BEN GURION: Not necessarily, sir. |

CHATRMAN: How many people do you think you can take in here per year?
Mr. BEN GURION: I will answer the question, but I do not know whether

'ir‘o’u,will accept the answer. Last year there was a commission of experts, English
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and Americans. They discussed the recommendation of the Anglo—(?ﬁrlcan ’
: Commlesmn about the lOO, 9@0 peaple, They ca.me to the conclusion -~ and this

Was announced by Mr, Morrlson who was the Pros:Ldent of the Counc:.l - that you

can absorb 100,000 within one year. This was without any special authority

given to the Jewish -’xgency If the J ew:Lsh @gEncy 1s glven full author:.ty for

IR -
PN -

developnent and :me:Lgratlon, WJ‘th the assmstance of Jews and certa:Ln dama to
which we are entltled ~- which has already been recognized, we are getting part
of that now, as I imagine Mr. Kaplan told you -~ then much larger numbers can pe
brought over and settled. You do not need to wa.it until you have settled the -
entire million Jews., We worked out a plan of a milli //on ‘Jews, for two ‘reasons:
One, it was a.pproxlme.tely the number of Jews whom we know are in dire need -- they
cannot stay where they are; and it was also based on certal.n calculatlons of
land and industry which we know we can develop. But th:’ts is not related to the -
political problem, You can solve the political problem in half the time that .
will be required for settling the one million Jews in Pélestine. In othor words; |
if you need eight years for set’rllng and absorblng a mllllon Jews, then you may |
need only three or four years until you can establlsh a complete or a cons:Lderable
-forrn of self-government of the country on a purely democratlc ba,s:Ls. ’

Mr. BLOIT (Netherlands): Well, Jjust to have ih mind 2 certain perlod, I mll
think of something between fiw(re and ten years. Mr. Ben Gnrlon is more optmm_s{;lq ;
qboutbit. ‘ | _‘ B e

Mr, BEN GURION: I cannot guarantee, eir', woObody can guarantee these th\ings\_.v.;

Mr. BLOM (Netherlands): Anyway, there will be a tranVJ.tlonal perlod. s :

Mr. ‘BEN GURICN: Yes, sir.

Mr. BLOM {Netherlands): I woulol »lik,e to ask what form of government Mr,
Ben Gurion visualizes for t hat period. For -iﬂnstance, who will pno‘}ide the |

judiciary services, the police force, and so forth?

1
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Mr. BEN GURION: Asfar as possible, judicial and police services wmll be
“(provided‘by%he people of Palestine, but under the superyision of the %/y{ed Nations,
| Mr. BEOM:(Nétherlands) What do you mean by supervision of the Unlted
Wations? |t S | |

Mr. BEN GURION: fThey should haye the final control until independence

s established. :
o Mr. RAMD (Canada): You mean administration rather than supervision,
Mr. BEN GURION: Yes, as far as administration ﬁill be necessary.
Mr. BLOM (Netherlands): As you know, in the United Nations there is ﬂothing
L in éﬁiSﬁaﬁce at the mcﬁent in the nature of én international police force, or
) énything of that kind. So that will have t ¢ be provided by one cr more‘countries‘
| Mr. BEN GURION: We did not discuss all thess details, I must be frank abcut
t'iﬁ.‘ We do not réally think it is for us to decide. We can only state a(:ertaln
- general principle, a cervain line, The details of how to carry that out are not
for us to‘decide; kThe~genera1~lines should be laid down, the principle should be
~gadopted that there should bé a Jewigh state based on-equality, and a large plan
-‘of dbvelopment should be adopted. Then the “etails will be workéd out on the basis-
ifof these three main lines, I really cannot answer as to our view on theseldetails”
fnbecause we did not go AS faras %hat. | .
" Mr. BLOM (Netherlands): Mr. Chairman, I do not seec these as dmtalls. I
f;ﬁhink it is a very impbrtant question, from a practical international policy, as
iﬂﬂciﬂhat the situation will be in the future, )
~'Mr. BEN GURION: Yes, of course it is.
Mr..BLOM Netherlands) So the Jewish Agency has no special plan in view

»fas regards this?




.

Higjh A/AC.13/P. %19
A 65

Ir, BEN GURICN: No, sir.
Nr. BLON (Netherlands): I weculd like to ask Mr. Ben Gurion what is the

opinion of the Jewish Agency on the reﬁort bf ‘he Anng.éan Comnittee, last
year's report? ‘

ir. BEN GURION: We will send you thé official reply we have éiven. We said,
first of ali, that if the two main reccommendations were carried cut, the abolition
of the x-,hite“}’/aé;‘ andA t_hg immediate ad‘rr/\:i;{ion of_ one hu;ldred thc;usand gews, we
would be willing to sit down witl; a committee of the Govermment to discuss a
long~term policy, becausc we had there t;NO pclicies: Short-term policy-- what
should be decne immediately; and long-term »ncolicy. But we will‘ send you a cepy of

)

that memorandum.

Mr. BLOM (Netherlands): Thank you very much.

Mr. BEM GURICN: M-y I add that you will also receive a supplementary

memorandum. You have been presented with the Jewish case, with all the material_
submitte: to the Anglo-imerican Committee more than a year ago. Torﬁorrow you
will get a memorandum which suzlnpiies all the happenings and developments since
then up to now. You will find there all the thir’lgs in which you are intcrested. .-
Mr., BLOM (Netherlands): My next pcint is this. I remember that the J% o
igency told the Anglo-American Committee last year that the l/igency was not consti-
tuted, in its representative hodies, just as it has been laid down fgn its constitﬁé
tion, because of the war and because sever;'xl members of the different bodies have j
died and no new elections hav: been held, I Qmuld like to know how t};is is now. . ;
Are the representative bodies of the Jewish Agency now in accord with the coﬁsti-?
tution? Especially, I would like to know whefher the non-Zionist o;‘ganizations '

~ have an influence now in the executive bodies, and whether theyare represented too. §

Canh Mr. Ben Gurion and his colleagties give the views of the non-Zionist organizations
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"it00° What isthe position today? . ‘ .
’ Mr. BEN GURION: I will tell you three things. One, in the Mandgte, it

}‘Hns laicd down that the Zionist Organization isthe Jewish Ageﬁcy. This is

v according to the Mandate. There, the Jewish Agency is requested to secure the
gooperation of all Jews who want to assist in the building up of a national home.
"‘ThEn, in 1929, on qur owr initiative, we had a conference to which we invited

magy Jew1sh organlﬂatlons whlch are offlclally non-Zlonlst. But the term

; ¥ ARV

non-Zionist dOes not mean that theyar: not Zionists. They may be Zionlsts, but
:wzhgugrgnnizaion is termed non-Zionist.:.For instance, the Jew1§@/dgmmun1ty
is a non-Zionist organization, but almest every Jew in that orz;nization is a
Zionist. The same is true in other countries, The’Bo%§¢/3f Deputies -in. England
is 9C per cent Ziomist, but they -are organized in their capacity of a Jewish
community in England and nct as Zionists, . e mage our ‘constitution. It was not
‘thé Mandate which required us to do it; it was an internal Jewish matter that,
;»fEQnired that the Jeﬁisb Agency shculd be based of fifty per cent representatives
of Zionist organizations, as such, and fifty per ;ent qf-other organizations
(kwhether they.are or are not Zionist, In the meantime,‘éomethiﬁg happened.
;iFor 1nstance, there were a number of communities in Europe which should be .

1‘represented They do not exist anyfore. In'Amerlca, it was based on a personal

’:basls. A, number of Jews in America--there were no;democfatic elections—-—3
: /7

certaln number of Jews, Mr. hafipéll and Mr. WarPurg were designated, taking into
l ccount that they enjoyed a large populnrltj umong american Jewry. blany of them ‘
[ died " This, unfortunately, ruined the whole strucdture as it had been lai. down
j‘ in the Constitution. But either people, as individuals, died, or entire

f €Qmmunities were wiped out, However, the Constitution still remained as it was,

;,It is .still composed of Ziomists and non~Zionists, althcugh some of the non- -

7iZionists’are living in America and do not actually take part in the werk which is
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being done here, We have now decided that the next Zionist Conrress will call

.thether a Council. What Zionists cdl} a Congress, non~Zionists call a Council.,

LS

We will call togebher a council of those organizations since.the old Constitution

|8

cannot be carried out because the reality behind it does not exist ariymore., When
we call together such a couneil, the enlarged Agency ray be recenstituted., For
the time being, we have the old Constitution, but the ¢ld Constitution does not
gorrespond to the reality.
Mr. BLOM (Nethérlands): .Are there any ron-Zionists in the executive body
here?
kir. BEN GURION: There are in America. There was cne here in Palestine, huf. k
1e resigned because cof social differences of view, There are three in America wﬁo'J“
wre officially members. i : ‘ | ]
Mr. BLOM {Netherlands): Will we be in a position to get the views of nsh-
Zionists? . ) |
Mr, BEN GURION: Ok yes; I am sure you will be. I can tell you this: thgb
hefore, in the Angloiﬁggrican Committee, and also in owr work before the United ‘
Natinss in America, we cooperated with two large fmerican~Jdewish bodies, the
werican Conference and the American Jewish Committee. The attitude of the Aﬁifigaﬁ:;
ewish Committee on this nuestion differs in ocne respect from ours. Theyare in k

H

4%ﬁour of a Jewish state in a port of Palestine; they support a Jewish state in anb <ﬁ

Qdequate area of Palestine, They dc¢ not associate themselves with our full progréﬁmef
0 ¢ Palestine as a Jewish state. I believe they sent you a memorandunh'ﬁhiie yoﬁ =
ere still in America, on behalf of-thé imerican-Jewish Committee.
Mr; BLO¥M (Netherlands): We' got several. »
Mr. BEN BURION: 4s far as I know, the Jewish %Bgférof Deputieé in England; ?if;
hicn has democratically-elected representation of Engliéh'Jews, also identify S

hemselves witi the attitude of the Jevish Agency.

t
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CHATRMAN: Mr, Lisicky has asked to put same questi-ns, Befdre T allow

him to do so Twould like to know whether thare are other lerbors whe alsc want

to put questions, -
 (Several lembers signified a desire to ask questions.)
CH.TREAN: Befcre we go on, Ithink we can suspend for ten minutes,

1) N
(The hearing was suspended forten minutes and then resumed. )
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CHATRMAN: I call the meeting to order.
< Mr. Lisicky has asked to put some questions.
Mr, LISICKY (Czechoslovakia): My first question is in connection with
the quotation mentioned on page 11 of Mr. Ben Gur%gn‘s statement. It is a

quotation from the Report of Phe Paleétini/ggyéi’Commiésion. The gquotation

reads as follows:
"The Cormission found that though the Arabs have bencfited by

the development of the country owing to Jewish immigration, this has bad no
conciliatory effect, On the contrary, improvement in the econegiézgzzuation

in Palestine has meant deterioration of the political situation . . . The

Commission thought that the obligations Britain undertook towards the Arabs

and the Jews some twenty years ago have not lost their moral and legal rlght
through what has happened since, but the trouble is that these ebligations
proved to be 1rrecon011able. The mandate is unw able.”

In another connectiony if I remember, Mr. Ben Gurion mentioned that
Sir Alexander Gadqup{/gi the last session of the General Assembly, admitted
candidly - whethef candidly or not candidly, it is a matter of taste - that
the mandate is unworkable. It is a quotation brought forward by Mr. Ben
Gurion. It was not refuted in his statement., I should like to know what
is his appreciation of the facts mentioned in this quotation.

Mr., BEN GURION: I teli;zzg/}p/ﬁhat respect we more or less agree with

the view expressed by the Permarfent Mandates Commission. I would say that
there were on thet Comiission people with very great experience in that métter.
Mr, LISICKY (Czechoslovakia): You mean the Peel Commission?
Mr. BEN-GURION: No, the lMandates Commission of the League of Nations —ﬁ
the International Commission.
Mr, LISICKY (Czechoslo .kia): But what I quoted is from the Pesel
Cémmission. |
. My. BEN GURION: Yes. They discussed this viewd the Commission, and
/

/they said, whether the obllgatlons in themselvas are recon01lable orjnot,

BTSN RN AT R e, T S ICRRTSTE T U

there may be a dlflerunt view from the Commlss1on. In their view, the

obligations are reconcilable, but as the mandatory said, the mandate is

Y
o ——
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unworkable, because a mandate must be worked.by the mandatary. If the
mandé.tory said the mandate is Yunworl'cabl...e,‘i then the mandate begame p_pwork-
able. y . L | -
Mr LISICKY (Czechoslovak:.a‘) So you agree on this questlon'?
Mr BEN -GURION: I say they sald 11: a.nd we saw that the mandate,
since then, became, in fact unworkable. The mandate was not WOl ke 1e,
.and this was the reason why_ they accepted the other conclusmns- of .the
fCoxmnitt.ee,. that the solution is a ‘comprom:iseg‘ ‘gand_' a large part of the
Members also accepted the same and were ready to consider it. But the ..
fact}f,hat the mandate, since then, was not workable because the mandatory
- said it was not workable, but we do not admit that obligations are un-
’ ;‘r‘edonéilable. We do not see ahy conflict in the obligations, but the
ma‘ndlaﬂ;e' became unworkable, That is a fact , and one must admit a fact.:
Mr, .LISICKY (Czec;hoslovakia): So you admit the fact that the
mandate is not workable? . '

Mr, BEN GURION: It became unworkable. Not that it must be unworkable.

; ‘We .admit the fact that the mandate became 'unworkable, not-that” it had to beoome
unWorkable.. I take a different view. I do not think it had to become

unworkable : but tﬁe fact is it became unworkable, and you must admit a fact.
Mr. LISICKY (Czechoslovakia): I am satisfied with your answer.
I see on the next page that when discussing the conelusions of the

Commission, if I understand rightly n:;?{ou sald there was some hope of

- agcepting the conclusions the Comgjbsion under the condition of ‘some

e changes, it means if Neggb should be 'included, it was a situation as in
-'1937.‘ Are you in a position to tell me what the situation is now? ,
M, BEN GURION: The positién, I told you, is in writing; there were

. some incorrect quotations by the press, but what I had added was that »
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I was &géinst the d ecision, that is nonseénse, The view I expressed myself,.
on the last oacasion, regarding the form of government, we »sta.nd by' the
attitude we took last year, that we will be ready to consider the question
of a Jewish “Stej::eﬁin an alequate area of Paleitine, and that we are entitled
to Palestine/as a whole, We would be ready t consider such an offeras a
Jewish State in an adequate area of Palestine,

dr, LISICKY (Czecheslovakia): 4am L right. in unoerstanding that you
arekopposed to the idea of partition?

Mr, BiN GURION: That means we xe ready to coansider it.

Mr, LISICKY (Czechoslovakia): On 'page 31 of your siaeech I read

this: "The or:Lg:Lnal 1ntentlon of the Balfour Declaratlon a.nd the mandate

could have been achleved and the J ewish commonwealth would have been an
accompllshed fact before ‘the Second WOrld War 1f the ma%}d tor had :.mple-
mented its mandatory obllgatlons ‘resolutely and consn.stently "

That is one part of my remarks. The second is that I see in the

statistics of immigration that the number of Jewish immigrants in the years

1927 to 1931 was as follows: in 1927, the number of Jewish M‘; -

2,713; in 1928, 2,178; in 1929, 5,249; in 1930, 4,94k, and in 1931, 4,075,

. Does it mean that the low number of immigrants in this yeaz; was the feeult .

of the prevention by the Palestine Government of a larger irmigration? :
Mr. BEN GURION: I will tell you. You raised a very relevant questi.oﬁ,b

and it is a very legitimate question. g o

There are two main factors concerning Jewish imniération into Palestine:

one is the position and the need of Jews to immigrate,. Before the First World

War some 3,000,000 Jews immigrated from Buropean countries. This was one
factor. The second fac*bor is the attraction of this country to a Jew.
Palestine, as.a couﬁtry, in itself is not a place of immigration, it was a
country of em%;atlon. People left the country..’ Ma.ny Arabs =- especla.lly
Christian Arabq who had a little higher standard of living -- left, the

N \\ Y.\
_ country to go to South America and other countrles.
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How could Jews immigrate into Palestine? We had to sreate a new
écohomy. Lla the existing economy scarcely a single Jew was absorbed.
There are some hundreds of Arab villages, and we will find there not one
Jew, There are many Jews.in agriculture, l We had to build a new economy.
Ir we d;wlfelop a country we make a place fi s immigrants, so the question of
imxrigra.tion into Palestine is organically tied up with the question of
‘building and development., We made a claim against the mandatory power.
/ !‘It was almost entirely passive and did not assist in the development. The

less they could develop and build, the less there was room for immigrants.
And we had to do all the development, almost entirely, and had -little
material means to do it. This is \hy the mandatory power did not help
us more, for our sake and for the sake of the people here.

Here we see that there is no conflict between the “wo oblafgatlons.

; We do not admit the obligation to the Jews and the Arabs are 1rrecon01lable,

g“ so I will leave out the question. We were not assisted in the building up
and development of the country. You must build houses, you mu:st develop
land by irrigation, you must build factories. You heari yesterday the story
-of our cconomic effort and how much that was assisted.

If, from the beéinning , the Government had been#3sisting in the develop-
ment of the country as we were, the whole history of Palestine would have
been changed. Of course, we cannot prove that - you can never prove a
supposition. This is our conviction a+: is nue enmity to the Government.

" We have no enmity. It is not merely guesswork, We say that because we
.know it. Wé did the work and we know what can be done. Take the question
of the Negeb. With our poor means we could not undertake the irrigation of

y
”" rrem sapewn 7 s
it, We could not make arrangements to bring water from afar s because we.

)
3

;? must have the authority, The land is not ours. The Government has the
,aut«hority and they never tried. They could easily bring water to the land,

a.nd make it possible for large-scale cewish settlement. They did not do it.

'

There you s bur p051t.10n.
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Mr. LISICKY (Czechoslovakia)z So it meana that there was no prevention
on behalf éf the Government for immigration, but you state that they did ‘not‘;»‘
encourage it? T ‘ -

My, BEN GURION: There was the other thing, too. We made an invesbti~
gation of the economic requirements of the country every six months, before
the White Paper was publi;hed.: Every six months the Government fixed a
schedule quota for immigrants. The quota was based on the examination of

the economic needs, mainly, of course, on Jewish economy. We came to the

conclusion we needed 25,000 workers.
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1.e peceived three thousands Theore was a disc?epancy.

Mr, LISICKY (Czc:choslovakie.): There was o vestriction of immigration even
Eei"ore' the Uhite Pe.per. g _

1, BEN GURION: , Theoretically therc wos: nqt, but in fact we did not
get the number of people we needed, and thereforc many Jews could not come.
ithen we asked in 1939 it wng for a very modest figure, three-thousand, and we
:only got three-hundred, i.e hed to refusc that. ‘.e could nét menage to supply

' t};.e needs of the peorle that wanted to come.
) 1934

br. LISICKY (Czcchoslovakia): Bubg I sec in u—sea—ta&“—aﬂourft you had
four thousand.

1ir. D! GURIO: That was general. Before the WhitePoper there were
ciffersent caﬁqgoriea of irmigrants, There werc copitalists —— puovle with neans,
There were relatives, nupils and therc wos o labour schedule., The labour
schedule wns fixed evers six wonths, The figurcs you howve here arvc o total
mrber of immigrents; but I refer to them as labour schedule. For every six

~

nontl"s they were newly ectinoted and r.‘.cc:'_dcd.

o

I, LILICRY (Czechoslovakia): .n now for your conclusions. You are

k\ refbing the flnt <rnational trustegthip of United Uoticns., You cre tefubing
the bl-m.}t:jnz‘énal State, end the ro.son for vour refuting of a Yi-national Staote
‘ is the submissicn that a wrlty in the Government should be nccessarily a
perranent desdlocl, It :wans vou have no confidence in the possibility of
coopc,rfclon with the .rab part of the Falestine population as far as they are
-ﬂ;_-.kin cqual murbers or in nejority. But . if I undorstend you well, you
have grert confidence ebout the prospect of this cooperatioh once the Jewish
“part - . . . " \ .

* of this nodnulation will be in majority. There is ancther aospcet which does
not ssem to me to be entirely consistent with your pessimistic vicws about the
| 1ao$sibility of cooperation with the Arabs in Palestine. TIn your conclusion y8u

" are ~sking the United “ations for help in accomplishing three objectives: the.

s ~

. v
- - 3 By B - 4 3 L] [
dimediate abolitiom of the Whike Paper; the ostoblishment of a chﬂsh\/;;bate s

£y

. and the promotion of Jewlshsfrab olliance, I an esking would it not be useful

< bo start with the promotion of the Jewish-.rab ~llisnce in thc country and not
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outside, and if you think that there is ro prospect of t his alliance in the
o country;should this prospect for this Jewish-irab alliance oubsgide the. countyry
be greater than in the country? : .

lir, BAT GURION: Tell, you asked me really a very relevant question. I
must. apologize to the Chairman for having to repeat one part of the qﬁestion '

which I said before., Perhaps you did not hear whnt I said, You must dist.inguiah

between Arabs as humen beings in their community, as one thing, L Jew is a

worker anc an “rab is a worker, . Jew who has an orange grove and an Lrab

wio hos an orpnpe grove.,  will heve common interests, and t hey work together

os such on many occasions, This does not prevent them, and they do not det .

as o worker or os an orpnge grove owmer, but as an Lrab in thesec concerns having
different and conflicting nolitical problems. How I come to the quéstioﬁ of
cooperation with irabs in Pelestine, ond in cooperation with ircbs outside of

Palestine. Thile there are Arabs who fro: the beginning were in favour of

Jewish immigration, and there are still Arabs who are in fa evour, not a single
Aareb will come oub publicly for Jewish immigration. I don't blame them, I zl'oh!t.f
say thot the rab is (ishones 3 he is under the pressure of his cormmnity,

There wes even an examnle which T am not going to mention —- a cro*p of Arabs
who had not taken the ord_eré of the Mufti. I regord this as more or less

the conditions that human beings are living under, Human Beings are not angels.
It is more or less 2 normal thing. As long as the ireb comunity will be a’t;ie B
to prevent the zrowth of Jews in Palestine they will do it, because there wili .
alvays be a2 group of people who will be strongly sggainst it and they will

prevelil, .especially when they have behind them also the policy of .the Hendate
Power,

Mr. L '""ICI\.Y (Czucaoslovalrl(.) By what means ‘Will they prevail?
Mr. BLN GURION: lmong their own people' they will impress their progré.nmié
because it is easier to raise anti-Jewish feeling and wn‘c:\.--:ﬁ'orelgn fcellng in

the country, I Say as long os they cen. prevent it, they will prevent 1t,

) - “ ‘o N .
However, once it 1s an e stablished foet many who follow now one lead
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. change their view. I will give you a concrete example based on eXperionce.

In 1‘}37 these 1;rc§pésals we=o mde by thg Ple’%”dbxmission to ostablish o
Jewish State s and ’o.lso an Arab Stete. It was accepted by the Government. For
the ‘:E:‘_vst time in reccent histoi‘y the official leader of the .’;r::,vbs who was all
the tine our bitterest opponeht , who bofore the . Peel Coxmz!%’ion even refused
t.o‘:.plromise that the four-hundred-thousand Jows wlho were token into Palestine
\-'ou]:d be accorded their full rights, submitted to us through intcrmediaries

| proposals for o Jewish-ireb agreerent. The proposals cme to us in London

throuf_;a o Ln"llshmen and & Jows The Jew was Hﬁ}}ﬁxson and the Inglishman

‘wa&s Colqnel Ncwcdmbe. He was o fr.Lehd of tue _.r \bs, In?g}c—:s}j{.ne‘i came

e sal

}
T and here we were told the hui‘}/{ This was the first time in recent hisbtory

e

’ through Dr. Ha?ios. ye L‘Lul\. ther: who was behind these proposals.  In London

P I

"that this happened. Ve said that while the proposals, themselveas, are not
: s\.,tlsfactory we are willing to meect the . rebs cnd discuss them.
1
Mr. LISICKY (Czechoslovakia): Bubt at the time, if I understand well, therc
Was no que- tion of a Jewish State for the vwhole of Palestine?
| tp, Bm GURION: Yes, you arc right. ‘e sald we wcre.willing to mect the
' Arabs and discuss proposals. Time pessed and roceiving no answer we asked where

. the people were, They said that thev went back and that theyrefused to discuss

~it, Thet heppened? In the meantime, between which these nroposals were sub-

- mitted to us and their refusal, a new policy was forrmlated by His Hajesty's
Govermment. T hey scra.pped the oollcy of the Awncal Commissioh. They scrapped

- the policy of having two stabtes, which mcons having a Jewish State., Then the

.pepple who came to us said, " hy should we come to.terms with the Yews? There

~1s no need." So, we think as long os they will be able to prevent us they

ciwill, Their wish ond policy will preveil among the rnb communities. Since -
‘.'I:‘h:_L's is in our view a notter of right snd wrong it should not be decided only

by the -Lrabs, but 1‘0 st be decided by a Higher Tribunal, Ve say you arc the

vlr:x.bunal

Mr. LI_SEKY (Czechoslovakia): Now, you are in the absolute. Now, do you

i oo
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xnow the definition of politics? Politics is the art of the possible.

I
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« My, Bl GURION: The only question is what is the possible, le say once
.this cuestion is decided tliey cannot prevent any more, neithsr our being here -
nor our being euals. It means independence. Then, kmowing human nature,
knowing especlally thes~ people, we know them, we live among Lrabs == my

colleague, lir. Sheftok, when his fother ceme ond settled in an irab villoge

was the only case, as for =s I know, of a Jewish pionecr settling in an Arab
village. My colleague, lr, “hertok, was brought up in on Lrob village, still

hrs friends there, and when he is sick or having a child they come to congra.tuiate
him, I worked, myoelf, with .rab workers in Jeiish fields, in ch:_sh villages.
e know thesc people. e live W..\Il‘bh then together. e also have certain hlstorn.c
indications from recent history, from the lost wer, when the question w:s
decided, It was decided by the Allies, by the fssociated Fowerssas they called
themselves,in th. League of Netions. The Arab world accepted them, - When did - ‘

the opposition of Arabs begin° Tt wosn't in 1917, 1918 or 1919. Then all the
~rab represghtatives Iy Fi.ls 1 the Syrian Committee who ceme to Versailles »
the Shacrif of He‘c;c/ ,allfaccentoc, were in favour of, and wanted an allience.
1hen they begon uO see that they c1d not meen it seriously, I do not think »
that Iir, Baq.;e‘ur or Mr, Lloyﬁ,(}eorge did not mean it seriously, bub the people '
her> did not, end they hed indicntions that they did not. I do not want to go.
into this, It is & wvory sad history., I have only mentioned 1920, It uas
-under military occupé.tien. There were many troops here, I, nmyself, was still
a's'oldier in the British Army, I happened to be in Jerusalem, .1’0 wes the
Jewish’ Pagsover, There was a pogroﬁ vhich lasted three deys in the 01d CGity
of Jeruéalem. I cruld net understand why it wes, There werec sufficient ’croaps;"'
The .irabs being not as soph 1st1c:ated 28 Europeans said to themsclves" ed Dawla-»
. arﬁl'tich means "The Government is with us." Then they said, "If thc English arg . L
against it why Bhouid we not be for it." then they-doubbted the sincerity, IV :
think they had no recson to doubt the sincerity of the CGovermnment in Lcndon,k

but seelng what was g,o:Lng on here they said, "ihy should we agree®? DBut, when "

they knew that.a decision was given, they accepted it. Therefore, I soy we

e g R

FARRY S |
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have a reasm to believe. It is also when you &~k about certain things you
cannot_ be absolutely sure, but as far as you can foresee things, glven human =, .

natume given a world declslon, given a faet, given a llVlng 1nterest, when

a Jew1sh State will be estsblished that _,State will be in as good relations

with the frab Stite as any other State in the world with its neighbours. We
have an example in the ¥jAdle Bast; Turkey and Greece, Theee was pérpetual
war between Turkey and Greecs. Once a decision was made, and Turks were
Ltrgnéfeired to Greece, back and forth, I mean the last war, they became the
ﬁbest of friends, There is more reason here to become good friends because
we are not Greeks or Turks, and they are ﬁotbGreeks or Turks. «e will live
heré.v There ié a kinship among us. e need'eagh other, fis I said, we have
things ﬁhat they have not and they havé thiﬁés ﬁhich we have not, Wé néed ‘
what ‘they have in ebundance. They need what we have in abundance. If we can
beneflt them ﬂnd thar can benefit us there is no reaso. in the world why
- thls should not be done, if the fact that we are here free and equal is
| establisheu. That is as fer as human beings can foresee, I say that is the
- most reasonable thing. There is another factor: we lknow we will do it with
the best intentions ih the world, OSince we came to Pélestine we are trying
to do'it. I can tell you ffom my persqnal experience that when I came to
. Palestine, as all other Jewish pioneers, I ceme to work on the land. It was

: alestine :
forty ~one yeass ago uha%ﬁgs ruled by the {;;“és I had to go to work on the

Jand with a rifle on my shoulder becaus¢ there was lawlcssness in the countyy.
'!Arébs were shooling Arabs end esnecially-shooting, if they could, Jews, We had
to»defend oWrselves, We had & spe01al orgenization wnlch we called *The
 'Mat%F4en" It was the pollcy of that organlzatlon to create the best relations
sbeﬁween us and our Arab neighbours, Ne succeeded. e taught them to respect
 us. ‘When they found that the Jews could ﬁef@nd themselves,alﬁhauﬂ* “hey wore
'Séw; and could use a rifle and take éére ofthemselves as.good as or gaybg
?ﬂétter thanvthey, then we tried to meke friends and were successful, The same
neople who attacked us before becams our best friends. We believe this will
tLjiappen on-a larger scale once we are established and independent,

N ‘\‘; v f

s E
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Mr. LISICKY £Czechoslovakia): As a majorits?
Mr, BEN GURION: Of course, only as a majority. You cannot h,ave. é.
State .with a minority. Then there will be an alliance be.tween’the Jews and
thé Arabs, The werld can help us with that if the Lrabs kﬁow that it is
the wish of the world. They are “embers of the United Nations., There is
now & general inter-dependence. Even the grectust wowers need each othef.
It is one world. There is a general inter—deperidence, and whenwe speak.
about independence it cannot mean absolute inderendence, There can be no
absolute indepen,dence. We will be a Mémber of the United Nations. They _ére
Memters of the Unitec Nations. The United Nations can help us to acé_elérater
the process which will come by 1tse1f of Jewn.svrab frlendshlp. '
qun ecat :
Mr. LIbICKY (Czechoslovakla). I see your po:.nt.l\ls based on & strong. :
belief. e are in a land of a strong faith.
Mr. BEN GURION: Sll" s you would not survive if ; you would not have
that faith.
CHAIRMAN: Any more questions, Mr, Lisicky?
Mr. LISICKY (Czechoslovakia): No.. ‘
lir, HOOD (Australia):  Mr, Chairman,‘ I would like,if I may>to attem’pt-i ,
to secure more of a decision on a~point which has already been touched on
this morning. In. fact, it was toﬁched on most >recently‘ .byw

Dr. Blom in one qupstlon, to which Mr. Ben Gurlon replled spoke. of the’

= T R N e 1 e LT L T

tran81tlonal period -- the interim peI‘lOd 1nvolved in thb propos:.tlon whlch S
was outllnc,d in general terms by m. Ben Gurlon. That is to say the
creation of a Jewish Ste te looking to the early accomplishment of the Jemsh : B

majority. In reply to that r,arller question Mr. Ben GUI‘lOI'l st'\ted that

ey

in his view the supervisory crrangements connected \\t‘:.t:l that zeriod could

be regerded as a detail, and he further indicated that in the planning,

which has been carried out by the Jigency in this respect, no particular )

»

consideration had been given to that aspect. I note, however, that in page .'

e
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statement which we heerd lust week there aré in fact rceal indications of
‘an attltudu reparding the prov151onal arrangements for superv151on. You

stuted, for bxample- e ave agalnst the cont nuation of a Mandate, whcther

: *

<o a Brltlsh Mandaiﬁ or a Unlted Natlﬁns Mandate."  Further down we read:

- "Uhat a “single Mandatory ccnnot do, a Jdlnt treghbeshlp w1ll be able to do
o far less."a ™urther, if I may continue to qpote'"Inten51vc development and

1 N . A i

s large-scale 1mm1grat10n reqnlre a dynamlc admlnlstratlon, constant 1n1t1a$1ve,

L4 -

quick declslons and oontlnued actlon." ”hdt statement touches on a very
- v1;;i“:g§;;t of the whole issue, .I would llhe Mr.. Ben Curlon if he could
&ddress himself agaln to that p01nt,to try to indicate to us exactly what
sort of supérvision he would envisage for that tran51t10na1 perlod It is
a crucial point in our consiceration of this question. There is nothing,
at_present, lcid down in the United Natlons Charter or any a350c1ated document
which clearly and‘specifically foresees that sort of contingency or prov1des
for it in any practical way, There are certain artlcles of the Charter to
which referencecould be made, but they are in such- general terms that no real
theip could be obtained from thgm. To sum up, could Mr. Ben Gurion indicate
"again what pdséible proposals for this transi£ionél preriod he would put
fofward, if asked to put thim forward, i repeat, in 2 proposition of this
: nature'the'onus‘lof proving the feasibility of the whoie proposition devglves
on those whoApux it forward, and the feasibility really dependé on the nature
'of_the iﬁterim arrangement, | |
Mr. BEN GURION:'It is really the sam. questién, anq I understand why
the same queétion oécurs: It is quite legitimate. Iwill try to meke

v

X < ' s sy . .
myself as clear as possible. wWill not entar again into why we are against

R

.the continuation of the Mangbte., It failed., It was admitted. It was ,
said ten years ago. Ne do not think 1t w111 change, Then you ask if it
.niﬁ,ls necessary to have a uran51tlonal perlod. Nhat is the difference bctween

what you call non-ﬁandcue end tranSLtlonal° kgain there will heve to be sole

,iMand»tory power here. I might say there would be two very 1n(ortunt difference.
. % Document A]Ac.u/‘i?vzspages 9293 e :
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which will change the entire nature of the temporary supervision... One is ‘there
will be a clear assumption that what we claz_m is right and is approved by you.
If not, and you do not approve it, the question does not a}"lse. The question

that Mr. Blom and you put to me arises only on the assumption that you admit

our claim is right and should be approved by the United Nations, Then the first
very important difference wouldAbe that there would be in existence a clear-cet
decision by the highest tribunal in t he world for a Jewish State in P'a.lestine.' .
That is one thing which is of great importancey Then the second point, which is
of no less importance than that: the Jewish Agency, representing both.the Jews
who are in Palestine and those.who are t_o come after the United Nations have
examined their plan for development and settlement of one million Jews - tl;at lS
after you have accepted and approved the plar which we must first exanine ef
course - the Jewish Agency would be given authority, under these conditions »

to carry out the plan of development and settlement which involves bri.néing
over, in t.he shortest possible time, one n&lllion Jews. Tﬁaﬁis‘question

number two. Then comes the question (and you must envisage the questions

only under these two: conaitions otherwise your question does not arise at all)
when you reach such a deus:.on and the Jewish Agency is glven this authorlty

to proceed with the approved plan of settlement, :unmlgrat.lon and development

in the shortest possible time, the question will arise as to what will
happen in the meanwhile, The decision is there, The Jewish Agency has
the a.uthorltv but Palestlne can not yet be est'lblnshed as a democratic
independent State. We say that for that short tlme and under those condltlons

trere will be a super“\n_slon by the United Nations., T k-now, sir,. ‘there are

G R

I

{ P
(j fqo provisions in the Charter because whe th:.s Chartev' was formulated it wid.

AR T SR WIS T it <o st et

T ot have in mir3 aich a unique prcblem. A had in mind the needs of all the
O(’” peoples in the would and it did not bothet with such a problem. However,, Ido
not see that it is beyond. the statesmanship of the big an;:l small na;cionsv of t.he.f.‘i
United Nntlons to lay down definiteé CC‘ldltlonS, in this spec:.al case and for a’

. very short. perlod prov1d:|.ng for such .an mtematlonal superen_sn.on as ml’l ensw“e,

: . S r 4‘
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2 ﬂmwt the carry1n§%%hege two @yclslons of the United Nations: to have a State

h* ,/ . - . . ,
" end to have the Jewish lgéhey carry out that plan. Secondlypr%%7%8m§%§stering~k

o

" the ccuntry until it is sble to be a democretic 1ndepundent country, and to

: ensure peace and Justlce for- everybody in that country, which will be the proflem
of the’ %kan31tlonal perlode The details how to do it I admit we did not work
‘fjbuﬁ; Jhen it comes to that, we will ‘tike part in it. We will meke our proposals

How"ev‘er, I do not think thers will be any zreat difficulty. Once you havo

"decided on these two great prlnclnal questlons, whnn this will be admitted, then
there will be no dlfflculty et all and you w1ll be able to devise & special

f:l reglme for a certain porlod to fulfil thet Dpvclol functlon under those

S GOndltions.
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Sir Abdur RAHIZAW (Incin): That would be regerded as the paramownt ihtorcsts
¢f the inhabitants of the territories, os mentionod in Article 73 of the Ch:s.rtcr.
ir, BEI GURION:. You arec raising another question from the one lir, Hood

raisod.

Sir ibdur REHIAN (India): In your reply you rcferrcd to the fact that the
Unitcd Nations was not concerned with sheciel questions and was laying dawn
gencral principlcs. I wos trying to craw your abbtcention to the words which
opply to the prosent casc alse, end as to how you would reconcile your statenont
in the pruesence of those words.

lir, DON GURICW: TFirst of =211 this applies to trusteeship. I do not propose
trxlstiagldila. Sccondly, it is not only article 73; there is alse Article 80, and
srticle 80 was adopted for this very syeclal reason of Polestine., Article 80
speaks also about trusteeship aprecments: ";..until such agrcements have been
concluded..." - and thecy arc not F:,fct concluded, and.we de not offer to concludo
a trusteeship agreement -~ "nothing in this Chapber shall beo construéd_in or of -
itsclf to alter in any mamner the rights \\rhats.o,cvér of any statcs or any peoples
or the terms of cxisting in'tcrnational in;tr\ﬂﬁcnts to which I-icmbcrs of the
United Netions ney respectively be parties,! This is the spcciai srticlc of
the Charter which applics to Paicstine. It wes introduced only becausc of
Palestine, That you ask me implies another question - whother or not we have o

te¢ enswer thot question, 1lir. Hood ¢id not raisc that question,

[}

right, 1 tric

Mr, HOOD (Australia): I would like to ask whether or not I'r. Ben Gurion
would oxpect that during this tronsitional peried somc means of enforcement
would have to be provided or to«ist - wicther police functions would have to be

‘l

provided for, and {f‘{l;cthcr that provision would have te be made cven iff never
used for the meintenesnce of law and ordor,

Yr, BEN GURICH: Yes, of coursc. I would say for ncace and jusbice - it
does not mabter what you call it.

ir. HOOD (Austrelia): ‘loulc that be the same authority within Palostine

as vould cxercise these functions roforrcd to in ir. Ben CGurionts statcomont?
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That is to say, the functions of dynamic administration, initigtive, quick do-
cisions, cte. lould it be the same? "
la, BEN GURION: No. This would be the earrying out of the development
scheme. It would he the Jewish ’dlk‘gcncy. I belicve they will have the dynamic

quality. ... v

L, HOCD (;’Luotl‘elia): In that case would the Jgency be acting for vhe
wholc population of Palestine, or for the Jows only?
| 1, BEN GURIO:: T said, if the .rabs would accopt it. I cannot speak for
thom really. If thoy cooperate in that schene of develomnent they will also,
with the Jewish Jgeney, take nert in it.

Ir. HOOD (iustralia)s I am trying to clear ny mind on this. I should like to
put‘onc Durther quistion. Doos (i, Ben Gurion net sce ¢ ficultics of & pro-
foundly constitutional natire in hovins o divdrcu.tnt, as it were, of the rcal
State pover - that is to say the enforcenent of law and order - from the gecific
administration, the day to day handling of the »nolicy?

lr, BE] GURIOH: Certain difficultics may arise, but nct of a naturc which
camotb bp surnounted, hoving the authority of the United Nations.

tr. HOCD (Al}str&li&): 4 question on a different :oint. Woulc¢ it be con-
templetoed that the Jowlsh State should be cligible for nlcm};{ii:éllila in the United
I\Iétions from the inatial - peried, or alfter the Lrensiticnel Heriod?

1ir BEN GURION: Ac soon as it is cstablished. I do not say as soon as
therc is & decision to have.a Jewish State, but a represcntative of o State vhich
hes been cstablished should be acmitted. But on that the United Hations must
deeide, It should be admittod as soon os possible beecause I think this is onc of
‘the greatest injustices done by the entirc world which ought to be rumedicd.

Ir. RAFD (Canada):

I went to clarify in morc conercte terms what Iir. iood ves speaking about.
ias T understand your programiac for immigration and cxzpansion of capital, it
involves the protection of an outside power, whcther it is the United ilations
direcctly or some delegate of the United Netions. hat is the sun of what wyou

have told us,
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Mr. SEN GURION: That is it. I must odd something., If there had been no
tinitecd Hatlons there would e no Mondatory now, You asked me vhether we could
have done it twenty years ago and I told you thet we would have tegen wipcd out,
oS the . s"\;:" As were in I;afn - although not so casily. If therec were no
United lations and, assuming for a moment that England soys:!I W".lk out to-
rorrow", or that thc Unitud IL.b:Lonsawnulc. sky "I have nothing to do with
Pa Tcstlno" I think we would nenagc. It would be cilficult. ‘e would nanage
to Lrins; in Jows, ond as our work in Pelcstine is in its nature constructive,
we would do it - uncder diificulties, Ve would try cvery doy to come to the
irobs end say: “het us have an egrecment end scttle the question by ourselves.''We
would be willing to listen if they would, in a spirit of coopuration, discuss

2 comronise, But if thoy said: "Not, we weuldgo on by oursclves as far as We
could. But therc is a United Hotions; theorce is a will in the world - I do not
sev it is roally a fact, bub there is an icesl enbhodicd in the wvorld Organi.sation.‘
This question wes rof.rred te thot Orgonisation by the liondetory Power, whlch
clso nas o certain meoning.  Chy did the lendntery Porer go to the United
ilations? Lost yoor they tricd only to go to Jacrica; now tiey hove gone to the
Unitcd Metions, They elso roecognisce that there may e a higher authority, which
mey have a higher morel authority. Therefore, we couc to you end say, if you
acmiy that we arce right, soy so; il you adnit and say that we are righ:b, and
should that right be accomplished, as you are trying to do it in every place in
the vorld -~ os the Cowrt of Justice is deing - if it deeides that lr, A is
right, then althoush i, B scid "ifo", the right of lr. 4 is enforccd. But if
Jou icave us elone we will do whet we can alone by our own neans, We will
cefend ourselves by 2ll means and ve will builé by our ouwn mcahs. Ve will
bring Jows by our own ricans. e will nob give uo.

ir, G/RCL. GRAILDOS (Guatamala): ic will go back to that discussion
later, because before ‘thc.t Trould like to ask you a feu quos‘giotié about pages

15 and 16 of your paper. You spcak there about the Land ‘\}eéulation in 1940

i T T WA £ RS
\
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and you said the racial law was a breach of intornational obligations under

the liandate. How vas that lew cnactod?

Lr, DET GURIOM: It was onocted in this way., Onc Gay we were in;‘.‘ormod by
the High Commissioner - it wos,.I think,in Fobruary 1940 - thot at -six hours on
a _c:ert.e.in' day, in the aftorncon, such an ordihencc would be promulgated, I went

. _ MacHichaed
Jmmediately to sce the High Cormnlssioncer and asked him if he could postpone the
. promulgation for a few days end give me the facilitics to apply to London,
beeauso it would be a disastor, I also kncw that therc was a promise given to . ‘
the Labqﬁ/ Party by !r. Chomberlaints Govornment that no now step would ho taken
under the vhite Paper to which they objected so strongly, and I knew they were
not consulted, The High Commissioner said: "I cannot do itj I have my orders
tiﬁ'c:b at 31x o'clock today, or tomorrow, it has to be promulgated." Then I re-

ceived aftor & few hours a call fram the Chief Scerctary that they were ealled

—

through fran. Lendon to hold it up and he asked me what was the matter. I said:

Do you want mc to cxplain vhy :,roitc' Government held it up? I can imagine why it

is" - Inowing the promisc given to the Lebour Party in London. I said: "I can |

Jimegine thab the Lebour Perty made e very strong protest, and therefore it was

]

held up." He told mc if therc was any new development he would let nce know.

He séid: "Keep yourself ready the whole night; perhaps thore will be a cail,®
'In the morning he rang me up and told me he had got a ecall from London to carry
out the Vhite Paper. It was promulga\itcd in the Palcstine Gezette that from now
; ) -

- on, with retroaeldve power to iay 1939, a Jew could not acguire a tree, water,

._af;piecg of land, a building outside five pcrcont of the zone which is called free.:

That is the story of the lond law.

Vr, GWRCI. GRaN.DOS (Guatcmala): ™ On what legel grounds could the High
_ Comﬁ.ssionor cnact this law?
| Mr., BEN GURION: I prefer this question to beput to our legel adviscer;
/
I am not o lowyer, .
* CiLiIRindl: I think thet waos explained to you by Sir Henry Gufii;cy at the
, _ N,

- Tirst acebing we had,
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Lir. DEN GURION: I prefor this question to be put to our legal adviser, who
il appoear bofore you.

Sir sbdur RADEH (Incia): I do not know why we nced to call on the opinion
of legel acdvisers. The law is thore and cvery one of us is entitled to form an
cpinion on the law, IXx. CGranados, or I, or Mr, Lisicky con get os many opinions
for our benefit as we like, but we have to form our own opinions and declare what P
in our opinicn, is the law, I do notthink the opinions of lawyers would he of
any use to the Cormittee as such.

Lr, GIRCI.L GRANLDOS (Guatemala): I am following ny interrcogation, and not |
yours. I hope the Jewlsh .gency will oreseont their lawyers. ‘.c will go back to
the other question you vere discussing vith 1. Hood., On page 34 you declared
thot you were against o bi-nationsdl State. I must assuze that is true., Now, as

v ,
a last resort there would be paﬁ;iﬁion, or sonc other way oub. .t any rate,
ghether it is partition, or scme other way, it would not be o Tational State,
accorcing to your wish, In tilaj: casc what would be the necessity of a trans—

itional period anc of heving an administration appointcd by the United Nations?

Co.ld not the Jewish people, if they are going to forn o Jewish State, take up

firiediately and carry on the acministration by themsclves and defend themselves

with their own resources? —
¥Mr, BEN GURION: I thjr_lk yoﬁ put the question in ease you decide on

pertibion and a Jewish State,

Mr, GARCIA GR.NADOS (Guntcmal?.): Or some othor wey of creating a Jewlsh
Statc that would not be bhi-national,

Mr, BEN GURION: I 1dill answer.cach part of the question scparatcly,
sssuming thet it will be sctisfectory, there is no need for any transitional
period, This can be esteblished tonorrow,

a8 fer as defence goes, I think the decision of the United Nations,- on

the one hend, and on the other hend the ability of the Jows to defend themselves

will be sufficicnt,

.
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f" *
\)\ Mr. Gorcia GRIANADOS (Guatemola): Regerding the guestion put by Mr. Hood,
‘or by Mr, Blom, about 3@/ihtcrnational police, do y0u<not think that in hearing
the case the Unite§1 ations would appoint an administrator here? Would thed
administrator not find among tho Jowish people support cnough to defend that
administration and cerry out its program? '

Ir. BEN GURION: Even the Mandatory Pover, when it wanteg?always_found
sufficicnt peoplc among Jows to volunteer to defond the couhtry.

PHLIRIEN: I think, M. Gafbig Granedos, that you overlooked one frctor
inyﬂr‘chn Gurionls provicus onswer, This transition perlod was aimcd_at
creating a Jowish majority, and thet is the reason for the supervision,

Mr, Gorcia GUN.ADOS (Guatemala): That is why I would like to ask you
vhether it refers tothe whole of Pzleostine or to part of Pelcstine--the transition
p.riod, I mean,

'that

e, BEN GURION: I said/in a part of Pelecstine we do not nced any
transitional period, If it is the whole of Palestine, wc may nced a short
trensitional periode

Mr. Carcia GUN.DOS (Guetcmalalt When you say a United Nations

hdministration, do you mean that thet administration wohld be through any
. that

particular country, or / the United Nation; would apnoint o group of

individuals to carry out the administration.

Mr. DEN GURION: I used the word "supervise!-~not "administration.," I did
not go as far as that., I did not lay down whether it should bc an administration
or not, I said it was a provision to cnsure two things--pezce and Jjustice for
the country. Vhether they will entrust one man to do it and to organize pis-
forces—this is, so far.as we arc cancerncd, left to the United Netions., Ve

have no definite plan on that.
’ !

v

Mp. Goreia GR/N.LDOS (Gustomala): Do you favour one man, or one country?
Mp, DEN GURION: I think thot shculd be left to the United Netions, I
cannot give you the enswer to thot question on bchalf of the hody I reprosent.

+

e did not discuss that question,
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CH.IRM:N: The question of Mr, Goreia Granados suggests to me another
g;ucs‘bion. thet are the relations between the Jewish fgeney and the Hagana?

Ifr, BEN GURION: Tho rclations between the Jewish fgoncey and the Hagana
arc the rqlation‘s between the Jewish figency and the Jewish population in
Palcstiﬁe.

lWhat you call the Hgg%n‘a is groups of Jows who have been organiged ;‘or at
lecast the last forty ycars., thon I was younger I was mysclf o member of it.

CH.IRM/N: It is an independent organization?

Hr. BEN GURION: It is the Jews in Palestine csteblished in an organization
for defence, .

CHAIRMiAN: Is the Haggna armed‘?

Mr, BEN GURION: I hope they arce

CH{;IRMAN: How lerge is the group?

Mr., BEN GURION: I cannot tell you, but I am surc if you want to see
the pecople of the Hagana they will gladly appeer befere you, and they will -
be zble to give you tnc cctual informetion. I am not surce that they will be )
oble to appeer publicly because it is not qui’t.sc under existing Palcstin;z laws,
I am not surc that it is a2 lcgel organizeotion,

Mr, LISICKY (Czochosloval%ia): So there is not organizational connection
between the . Hagana and the Jowish /goney?

Mp, BEN GURION: The "Hagana is a Palcstine Jewish affair,

Sir Abdur R.HAM (Ind:j_a): T would like you to be precise in your answer
to the questions I will ut, They will be definite questions. I have been
hearing your discoursc with great intcrgst and etbtention, and I wou}d like you
to confine yourb ansvers to my questions, I do not went a discourse, My
questions will bg such thet they will require short ansucrs, and you can gix_re -
me short answers, I will break the question, for your odvantoge, into bits.

I find from your stetament before the 1'mgl¢;;—ffr30rican Cormittee that .you
did nct and do not, basc the Jows‘rightv to Palcstine on what has come to be

known as the Balfour Declaration, Have I understood your answer corrceily? ... .
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Mr. BEN GURION_: I must be given the.frecedom to answor in the way I
believe I .can answver,

Sir Abdur ROHMAN (India): I think ’c.hex:c is only one cnswers

1fr. BEN GURION: If I hove to answer, I have to snswer in my own way, If
I ca%n’ndt »I will not answor,

Sir .bdur RAMAN (India): Have I understood your position?

CH.LIRINN: I think I shgll have to decide whether the answer is an
answer to the quection or not,

Sir fbdur RAHMGN (India): My question is a simole one, I have put to
him that his stoteoment before the ing :;;;xncrica.n Committco end the statement
fnhich he medc here led me to think thet he does not basc the right of the Jows
to Palestine on what has come to be known &s the Balfour Decleration. Have I
‘k understood his position correctly or'not. ‘ |
v Mp, BEN GURION: Not corrcctly. Vhat I said was that the Jewish right to-
- Pol.stine was prior to the Belfour Declaration. I ‘do not think that is the
seme thing., Our right was existing for 3,500 ycers. Tl:lO Belfour Decleration
i was nercly rccognition 1~y a Crect Power of that 1*1ght' The right cxisted
before, That is what I sa:Ld, and I maintain it now,

Sir Aibdur RAHMAN (India): I will try to find out & little more about that

historical association from Rabbi Fishmen and any othor gontleman you would like
‘to produce, I will not burden y:u just now with regard to Biblicel references,
But I will take you into another port of the cese for the time being, Is it true

before .
that/the meking of whot hes come to be known as the Balfour Decleration, many

PR

e

ffja"‘difforent v“rsyvé of the suggested f’ornula were drei”cod by various mem‘nors of

the Zionist Po itical Comruttcc Fhortl;, after the mtcrncw’ between Mr. Belfour

"J‘ T

md tWO highly rg,snccted Jews s Dr. '.;mama,m and Bar'on Rojrd/schllc“’
\#
Hr. BEN GURION: Therc were severcl drafts, it is true,
Sir /bdur RLHMLN (Indj,%i): ire two of those drafts corrcctly printed as

peses 163 and 164 of Je,f;ﬂ?{es? *

% JM.N, Jeffries: Palestine the Reality (1939).
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Mr, BEN GURION: Therc was onc person, as far as I lnowy Whe edu 2etecreq
Sir ibdur RAHMAN (Indie): Dr, Weizmarnis coming.'- I ohly ask"&‘you the
question, If you are unable to. answer the quu,stlon, S8y S0s

,»

Mr, BEN GURIOI: I think that as Dr. Veip & . is taking tht.t part I would -
not teke it l/lrg;ilclf to answer questions of a historicel nature of which. I ha,ve
no first-hand knowledge. 48 the person who knows it will appear, I think it Is
best to put the cuestion to nhm. I was not there, I wis in the army wherl the
Balfour Declaration.was written.

Sir fbdur RAHMN (India): You have made & large humber of statoments of
facts of which you did not have perscnals khowlc‘dgc; but it is up to you to say»
whether these drafts are wrongly prir}ted. I' take it you -do not know,

Ir, BEN GURION: I do not krnow, I have not read it, so I am unable to
tell you what draft is therc and what is not,. ) I have not seen all the motions
and all the drafts of the Balfour Declorations

CH-}IRMQN- Let us ask these questio s of Dr. Weizmenn.

T‘S:u ibcur RADEN (Indie): Th-t will be ny functic?/ If T think it
necesscry, L shall do so. I en only asking hin to read tham, If he refusés
to read theaa... —

Mr. BEN GURION: I am re-ding them.

Mr, ENTEZ:M (Iren) (Interpretation from Frenchi): A4 point of order. I
sheuld like to ask “the Cheir to rocquest the.public in this hall not to cxprcssv
their opinions pro-or ageinst a.ﬁy side here. We are in the presence of &

" very difficult problem and it is very disturbing if the puklic expresses a
preference for one or the other side, .

Mp, BEN GURION: May I associate mysclf with the wish cxpressed by the
represcnvative of Iran?

CH.IRM.N: I also associatc myself with that opinion and request the puhyiic’
not to give vent to their feelings. | |

Mr, BEN GURION: I am reading, and I om sorry to say I cannot tell yous

1 haveno rooson to say it is not correct, or that it id,
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Sir ibdur R‘.HM“.N (Indn.a) That is quite cnough for o * Could you sy
that Mr, Bdwin hbnﬁagu s ‘tho Scerotery of State for India, Sir Philip M%?nus, ‘
and their assoc1a2£§ in British ch?ychrc opposad to the Balfour Declaration?

My, BEN GURION: Vory much so,

Sir fbdur RZHMIN (India): Thoy did not want tho ostablishment of oven
o National Home?

lir. BEN GURION: No. _

Sir [bdur R.HMN (India): Much less a National Statc.

Mr, BEN GURION: They kacw it was a Natloncl Sbate and they were against
& Jewish Statc and a Jow1sh NQE}onal Home and agalnsU Jows being Jeows, Thoy
arc assimilated Jews,

Sir [bdur RHMN (India): You have Just_now scon these drafts, lssuming
that these drafts arc correctly printed, do you find theot the words "National
Home in Palcstine" werc roplaced or substituted in the Balfour Decleration as
it was printed for the words "Palcstine as the Notional Home of the Jewish
people?! ‘

lr, BEN GURION: Yes, I know that in the lhito Paper of 1922 it is
pointed out that it did not say "Palestine as a Notional Home', but ".. National
Home in Palosﬁine."

Sir wbdur RAHMN (India): I am only trying to drew your attention, Do you
find any difference between those two cxpres: fns?

Mr, BEN GURION: .s far =5 the creft is .concerned I.told you I had not
: réad them all,

Sir ibdur RGN (India): I am oniy asking if you sec any diffcrence in
the fact that formerly the draft was"Palestine being a National Home" ,while
the real Balfour Declaration as it came out in November 1917 said the"National
Homerbeing in Palcstine", Do you find any difforence between the words
"Palcstine being a Nﬂtlongl Home"and the "Noticnal Home being in Palcstine"?

Mr, BEN GURION: o8 far s the draft. is cenccrned, I have told you, I

Gannot tell you,
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Sir /bdur RMHLN (India): I am asking the mee nmg of those uords
'"Palpsta.nc being o Naticnal Home" and ".. Netional Home bc:mrf in P‘__lcstlne.“
Mr. BEN GURION: I heve told you I cannot say whother t,hcre ues or vies

not such a dreft, Possibly therc wes,

Sir bdur WHMN (India): Lorve the droft out, - ‘f /%m : @Q
HMr. BIN GURICN: The Balfour Declarstion says ¥ Pelcstlne"--notgalestm@
Sir /bdur RJBLN (Indin); Do you find any differcnce between the words
"Palestine being o Netiond Home!" and M., Notional Home being in Palestine?!
Mr, BEN GURION: I do not sce any difference cxcept theat whon you uay

"Palestine as a Netional Homed it.may be interpreted to meen that the frabs

should be transferred i‘rom.Pe.lostinc, and they did not want this, and right}.yf g

506
Sir ibdur LHALN (India): The words "Naticnal Home! were not defined
ané they w not be known to internctional law until_then. _
Hr, BEN GURIOH: .s far as I know; they were not, I am not an intcrnationélf
lav;ycr. ; '
Sir sbdur RAHMN (Indiz): les iRr, Bjy&:ich : a Jowish internstional
lowyor? —
My, BEN GURION: He is _stiil o Jew end, I think, still an intcrnctional
‘g S:’Lr‘ f.bdur th'Iu.N (inldJ:“) Dld he define "Na‘?ional Home" in his 1'aookm‘E

RN

on the Mendctory System? Would you please reod it.
Hr, BEN GURION: Do you want me to reacd it now? I cannot give you a

Judgnmont on what I am going to read now,

;s N. Benwich: The Mandates System (1930).
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~ Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India)f: I am only drawing your attention to ‘Mr. Bent,ﬁich‘ s
'dei‘j:\iﬁ:!.on of a Natlonal Home, /
M:c‘. BEN GURION: I think the best th:mg would be for you to read wht he

says.
(India) ‘
Sir Abdur RAHMAN:/AIs it written there‘? I sm just drawing your attention

melw

‘ to ‘bhat bock. T Werrmtory in wha.ch a neople without receiving rights

of polit.ical sovereignty has neverthelss a recognized legal vosition and the

opport‘unity‘ of developing its moral,social'and intellectual side., Is that how

"Mr Bentw:.ch understands that -qaesél’ oAl

Mr, BEN GURION: I will tell you what I understand it to mean., If you ask
me to say whether these words are here, you do not need to because they are here,
If you want to ask I;Le what I understand by them I will tell you. If you do
not want me to, .I will not,
| Sir Abdur RAHMAN (India): Since you are not an internstional lawyer I
will not trouble you.

~ Mr. BEN GURION: If you want to draw my attention, I want to say what is my

- contention, ; , L

. CHATRMANEF I would like to shorten the discussion. We are here to gain

‘.;'meormation and it is verhaps not necessary to ask the opinion of the Jewish

s

- Agency on everything that is written on this subject. We can discuss it.

. 8ir Abdur RAHI‘U&N(I_ndié): No, that is not the case. The answers of

My, Ben Gﬁrion have been given in a.Acertain’strain ang%?gsun.s- that the ‘words

 "National Home''mean a'National State!.I am trying to draw his attention to the

‘

“that is 2ll, It is for your benefit, for my benefit, for everybody's benefit. .
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Mr. BEN GUEION} May I again tell you what is my view, because
I believe you tried to draw my attention to something which is not
there, and because I believe the first part of it says when the
Balfour Declaration was given it did not signify that it gave the
Jews sovereignty of the country. :The Jews until now had no
sovereign rights in Palestine, but it gave the Jews who were not
here the right to come back and develop it. That is{/és faf as I
gather it, what you mean., Secondly, maybe Mr. BepZWieh has views
different from the views of others. I do not see WH§ Mr. Bentwieh
is not entitled to have his.owﬂ views and why his views need'tb,

bind anyone else. I think the people who formulated the Balfour

The same thing is true for the Royal Commission. There gre also

lawyers among them.

|

]

Declaration knew as much about the meaning of it as Mr. Bentwich {
.

Sir fbdur RAHMAN (India): Aiccording to Mr. Balfour, this 1

‘ |

Daclaration was in the nature of an adventure. He himself said

's0; is that not right?: - SRR

Mr. BEN GURION: Maybe. If you have read it. I will take your
' -

word that he said so. You asked me whether he said so.
Sir Abdur RAHM/N (India): Yes. | ,
Mr. BEN GURION: Well, I will say, if you tell me that
Mr, Balfour said so; I trust you, I will take your word for it;

sir Abdur RAHMAN (INDIA): £11 right. Can you point to any =

document to show that there is‘any reference to the cfeation of‘
a ngish State‘in Palestine which was made to Mr. Balfour or to
the British Cabinet,'befofe the issue of this Declaration?

Mr. BEN GURION: Before the issue of the Declaration? This
is what was proposed to them.

Sir Abdur RAHMIN (India): Was any claim in regard t»
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Palestine becoming a Jew:.sh national state ever brought to the‘ notice of Mr,
Bali‘our or tn the notice of the Brltlsh Cab:.net? |

Mr. BEN GURION' Agaln I must tell you tha‘o, if you mean the Brltlsh
Cabinet at the fime of Mr. Balfour or before that, that I.am not really the person
who can give you the historical evidence. I was quite young then. I was not.
elected to' the Cabinet., I u;as dmply a Private :%.n the army.

| Si;:- ABDUR RAHMAN (India): Have you seen any documents Aup until now?
Mr. BEN GURION: No, T have not seen any. .

' Sir ABDUR RAHMAN (India): In the statement which Mr. Shertok made to the
C;mnitfée; it was pointed out that any notion of the Jews in Palestine being as
Jemsh as the England is -Engish was wm] ely wrong. Is that correct?

M£. BEN GURION: That is correct. .

Sir sBDUR RAHMAN (India): Do you know that Lord Balfo ‘fmade the follewing
,!é‘peech ih the House of Lords on the :,wenty—thircl of March 1922: "I cannot imegine
ahy political interests exercised under greater safeguards than the political
 interests of the.e'stablished population of Palestine, Every act of government
will be jealously watched. The Zionist org:nnizatiqn h:'l.S no n.ttx;ibution of
‘political powers. If it uses or usurps political powers, it is an act of
ﬁsﬁfpation. Whatever else may happen in Palestine, of this I am confident, that
under the British Government, no form of tyranny, racial or religious, will be
- permitted. " | '

" Mr. BEN GURION: That is a fact, of course. They had no politicall power
in 192 They have none now, '

Sir ABDUR RAHIIAN (Indla) Was the First World War still going on when the

Declaration of 1917 wWas made?

Mr. BEN GURION: It was still going on, yes.

N

[
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Sir ABDUR RAHMAN (Iudia): And ‘there was more than one reason for making
{ q ¥his Decla.ration? T S
| ﬁr. -BEN GURION: Really, I cannot answer as tc their reasons.
| / / Sir ABDIR RAHMAN (India): Is it not a fact that Jewish soldiers were in
those days fighting for Germany and the jxis powers?
Mr, BEN GURION: Yes.
Sir ABDUR RAHMAN (India): Mr. Shertok being one of them.
Mr. BEN GURION: Jews in Germany?
Sir ABDUR RAHMAN (India): Yes.

Mr. BEN GURION: You asked me; let me answer, Jews in Germany fought forvh

Germany. There were no Axis powers in 1917. The ;xis powers arose long after:
the First World War, and your auestion does not apply. Jews in Germany, as
German subjects, fought, and I think bravely, for Ge‘rmany. And rightly so.

Sir ABDUR RAMMAN (India): I agree that the Axis powers came -into being.
later, in the next World Var, but I mcant Germany and Turkey. Were Jews
fighting for Germany in thcse days or not, in that war?

lir. BEN GURION: Yes., It is a matter of fact. There is no need fqr those’
aquestions here., Jews in Palestine, who were in the Tq\zf-ﬁl«'\lsh Army, fought in the -
Turkish Army. My colleague was an officer in the army, my colleague Mr. Shertok.
I was expelled by t he Turkd, although I protested against it. I wanted to stay .

‘ in there and 1 was expelled by Jemal Pasha., I told them I would come back as ﬂ s,oo'n’v‘

as p' ssible. They said we know you will try but you will not come back. .- I was
expelled with my colleague who is now the President of the Jewish Community 1n

Palestine, Mr. Bep-;;«zfoi'. . . We were expelled together. We both came back

1%

as volunteers to fight against Jemal Pasha, We did not find him-here angfore.
|

Sir ABDUR RATMAN (}ndi’a): ‘8ince you came to Palustine some forty-two years

|
[ ago, you must have come to know that Arab natienalism had begun and was actually
growing very mach in 1914 and 1915. .
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Mr. BEN GURION: Well, I know a little differently.I came to Palestine, ¢

to be exach, forty-one years ago. I lived with Arabs. I must say thot I lived

mostly with the common man, with workers and peasants, because I was an agricultup.

I had
al workeris I did not find anywhere, among those Arabs w1th whom/any contact,

any politlcalqpposxtlon or any political movement against Jews. But to tell
you the whole truﬁh I must tell you that even then there was published a paper

in Haifa, "Oa{?él" nublished by a Christian Arab who tried to stir up anti-~

 semktic feelings against Jews, But among the Arabs I knew there was no political

feeling, although there were quarrels and there were shistinzs between Arab

villages and Jewish villages.But the feeling naturally grew because the Arabs

‘are the same gs any other people in the world, = and the national movement arose

among the Arabs. And I.was watching its rise and growth among the Arabs,

Sir ABDUR RAHMAN (India): Did they decide to break away from the Ottoman
Empire in 1915 on account of that rising nationg%}ga?

Mr. BEN GURIOM: No, not the Arabs in Palestine. At least, not those I

knew. The Arabs in Palestine fought with the Turks. And I do not blame them;

¢

it was natural that they should fight with the Turks.

Sir ABDUR RAMMAN (India): In Arabia, Syria, in Trans-Jordan, was the

‘nationalism growing among the Arabs in those places?

Mr. BEN GURION: Well, I happen to know the story of the First World War

in these countries. I happen to know it from personal experience; I was living

“here. There were only a small number of Becdeuinswho, from time to time, attacked

Turks when the opportunity offered itself. I have not seen any Arabs fighting

against the Turks, neither here, nor in Trans-Jordan, nor in Syria, nor anywhere

~else. I do not want to imply by that that the Arabs in Syria did not want to

become independent of the Turks. But the fact is they did not fight against them.

/
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Sir ABDUR RAMMAN (India): Was a Jehad declared by Turkey, by the Ottoman

rL‘t‘Ler since he was the Caliph, and was it not resisted by the Arabs in Arabin,
in Palestine, in Lebanon, in Syria and in other places, and was.a deBlaration made
by King Hussein? |
Mr. BEN GURION: Sir, you are ‘ar fromthe rea.lity in these countries When
you think that a ﬂqg was needed to bring a Palestinian Arab to fight in thle |
Turkish Army. He had to go into the army, and he had to fight. Hewas not asiced
whether he likedlt or not. It was not necessary to ésk him, ncy did he leve anyi
view, He never heard of Jehad. He knew he had to serve in the army, and he
served in the army, as-he had served for centuries. The Arabshave been sexving
in the Ottoman armies for centuries without a Jdiehad. There was no need for .
Jehad.
Sir ABDUR RAMMAN (India): Not only the Arabs. lhen the war was declared,
e\}ery lhoslem was bound tc fight.
wr. BEN GURIOM: Nc II‘-\Loslem fought, except those” vfrho served in the army.
CHAIRMAN: Do you think you will finish with yc»uf questions by two o!clock?
Sir ABDUR RIHMAN (India): No.
CHAIRMAN: Then, I think we shall have tc adjourn the hea’riﬁg and continue
the discussion of certain matters we discussed-yesterday in the p'rivat@ meetiil;g.
The hearing is adjourned until ’p&morrow mornigg at niné o'clock. |

(The hearing adjourned at 1:15 o'dbeke)

ey
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