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CHAIRMAN: I call the meeting to order.

The agenda fcor today's hearing conteins two items: public
heéring of representatives of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, and
heering of fepresentatives of the Falestine Communist Union; Do
you adeopt this agenda?

(Mo objection voiced.)

CHAIRMAN: The agenda is adopted.

The first item is the centinuation of the hearing: cf repre-~
sentatives of the Jewish Agency for Palestine. Mr. Shertok, will

vou come to the table please?

(Mr. Shertok, representative of the Jewish Agency, tock a seat §

7

at the teble.) O M,

. SHERTCK: .
h-———n Best Conv Avallahlow i _—




i}>”ters large and smal“. ‘The problem of mutual adjuétméntﬂin this

fﬂi¢of realities, a cap901ty to’ aqcept facts. And’'it is essential in

:‘,fthe interest of peace, in the long.run, that certain facts should
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Mr. ‘§HERTOK-‘ Mr. Chalrman, I said that status was an essenbla |
S kR
'f{prere%ylslte of polltlcal peace. . I.think that this is so, in mat- §

' ;country is an extremely dvfflcult one. Its solution entails a sens

be very firmly fixed and that sny idea:that they can be ﬁgg;ggéﬁé;d
or-changed by threats, or by force, should be disregarded. I will
illustrate by an example What I am trying to convey to you., - I will
take the case of the Muhicipalify of Jerusaleri. There is a Jewish
ﬁéjority in the City of Jerusalem. Yet there has always been an
Lrab mavor at the head of the &ewish Municipal Council. As time
'passed this became sncmalcus. The city kept growing, so did its
.'population, and its services developed. .The Jews came to play_a
very important part ih the administretion of the city's affairs,
and they felt that it wes tc their detriment, and they also pre-
sumed to think that it was to the detriment of the city as a whcle,
that they should be denied their fair shéfe of the city's Governmen
"They felt that they should @lg» have & chance of being at the héad
" of the Municipal Council. Now, this problem engaged the attention
‘of the Government gnd of both Irabs end Jews for a long time,
Eventuallf the Government reached a certain decision and announced
‘thét decision officially. They worked oué gtscheme for the rota*ion"
of the Jerusalem mayoralty - a triple rotation - a Moslem mayor a
Christian mayor, and a Jewish mayor should serve in turn. The idea
was not quite palatable to the Jews. It was particulerly unpalatable
because if wou appoint as a Christian mavor a Christisn Lrab, then
it'means that the preportion is established of on@‘er to two Arabs
'Jlénd the Jews-are then in a wey, in terms of time,Apot in terms of
épace, relegated to the position of a mincrity. But the Jews
| realiéed” at least‘they tried tg, the wider aspect of the problem,

’
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the unique character of the city of Jerusalem, the associations
which iﬂ cerried, and they decided to acquiesce and accepf that
proposel. They informed the Government accordinglye Though they

were and are a majority and felt entitled to having the oost of the

mayor permanently, in view of the past tradition, in view of the
‘nreeent 355001at10ns, they declared themkelves willing to cooperate
”1n the 1mplementatlon of that scheme. They had certain addxtlonal
" desiderata which they formulated, but they made no condition in
regard to those desiderata. hey did nct meke their acceptence Qf;
the scheme contingent upon the acceptance of those desiderate; :

those were an expressicn of a desire. And they definitely stated:

in black and white that they accepted the scheme. Mind you, thatjv’
wes not in the process of pfeliminary soundings cr informal negotia—
tions; that wes after the Government had definitely committed itsei¥
by anncuncing officially that that wss their decision; The Arabs%i
refused to cooperate. They rejected thn scheme. They insisted on
the «f fice of Mayor remaining their exclusive posseesion ~ the ex-
clusive possession of the loslem community for all &= future. The
result was that the Government backed out - the Government retreatéﬂ
from the scheme ~ they dropped it. In retreating from the scﬁeme
they blamed their faildre on both perties in equel measure, Un-
gualified rejection and imcomplete acceptance with certain addi- i
tional desiderata, were represented by them in an official announee
aa ) . .
ment as ranking equal -ﬁpoth parties refused to cocperate. They
proceeded to distend the Municipal Council. he Jewish COuncillore
were ready tc carry. on. & Jewish gentleman was at the time acting:
Mayor and had been acting Mayor for years. There was no complaint
whatsoever on the merits cf the way he conducted municipal affairs.s
Yet, all the qgﬁicipal ceuncil;ors, including the Jewish councillo?
‘were sent packing and a direct British rule wes instituted in the
Bity Hall of Jerusalem. For two years now Jerusalem has not en=-

joyed slementary municipal self-government. hunlClpal affalrs.are
- /being ruled=
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g belng ruled by app01nted Brltlsh“off1c1als. Now what does it mean°,i

RS |
It means a premlum on 1ntran81gence - a deflnlte dlscouragement to

1

face realltles and to develop a spirit of accommodation to those | ]

real ities, It is a victory for boycotting tactics. We all felt

that the Lrabs tobk that uncompromising attitude only be cause they
knew that‘by so doing-they would wreck thebécheﬁe.—'that they would
forcé_the Government to retreat. If they had the conviction ﬁhat
itbe Government would stick ﬁo its decision and thét whai they would
éhen<be facing would be that the cgn&uct of munig¢ipal affairs.would
be exclusively in the hands of the Jews, énd they would be left
completely out, they would tiink twice before deciding on the atti-
'rtuae whiph théy e i adopted; They would give in, and it would not

_meanhin any sense sacrificing any lecgitimate rights. Aithough the
‘_;Jews are a2 majority, the composition of the CPunCll is fifty-fifty .
between Jews and Arabs, and they wuld have tbelr share of rotation
of of fice of mayoralty. It would not mean’ any unwarranted corc ess
sion-- any undue concession on their part.

Well, to us thet was a lesson. We zre sectting it é§ an exemple |
not ﬁo follow. I believe the same is true on.higher planes.~ on
the highest plane of politicel affeirs in this country with r egard
to settling the major political problem. I am ccnvincedvthat.once
the Arabs realize'they will'have to face us in the Unitéq Netions
as an equal partner, the whole complex of éfiﬁziifiiﬁfﬁiliiiiﬂi in
Palestine and in the liiddle Eest will be transfoégd. That will be
a facﬁ‘which they will noglbe able to disregard.

fictually, from our cown subjective and selfish point of view, i
youvwil;, the fact that we are ﬁot in the United\yéﬁions is an in-

. tolerable anomaly. We wonder by what principle of elementary fair-
ness our exclusionéfrom that high international body can be justifi.
i‘The ansWer~is clear, we are not a State. But that answer':nly rais
the questlon. why are we not a. State° "My shculd we not be a State°

w&

,How can anyone Justlfy a p051t10n whers natlonb assemoled from all'
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corners of the werld, of the civiliged world, sit around a table end
discuss & problem vhich most vitally affects the fate and future of a
certain peonle infinitel;;\ in any case than i’;, does the fate and future |

of anyone of those whe are around the table}‘?‘ get, that one people is

excluded from the Council.

Mr. Chairman, some of my friends and I went through such a morti-

fying experience already in 1937. In 1937 Mr. Ben Gurion end I attended
the session of theGeneral Assembly of the League of Nations in.Geneva
Aigewnesd S
and the meetings of the Sixth Committee which decided the mandates,
including Palestine, We were sitting in the Press Gallery among the
muests, On tk}e floor of the house all the natjons of the world?hen
organized wossbher were assembled., A representative of Iraq and a
representative of Zsypt delivered frontal attacks from the rostrum of
that Asserbly against the Mondate, against Jewish righits in Palestine,
arainst the stetus of the Jewish people in Palestine, Nobody enswered
their charges. Our case went by default. The way it was put it could
only have been answered by a Jewish revresentative, But the Jewish
repres,entat',ive beaing absent,' the interests of the Jewish people remained
undefended., In the Sixth Committe'e everybody who was enybody in the
international arena got up and gave the world a piece of his mind, -
és he- was’ berfectly entitled t% on what the Jews did or did not deserve
in Palestine, a—nd-u;é felt how world policy with regard to us was being
shaped before our very cyes. Only we, we alone of all those concerncd, asel (€
believed and did not think it was immodest &RAR4 to believe that our
fate was of more concern to us tha to anyone of those who discussed
the problem... &e alone hed to keep silent, Now thatg\i@ustice,, was
only partly remedied at the last Extreordinary Session of the Assenbly
at Lake Success. We deeply appreciate thet partial remedy, but we
cannot rest content with thed form of admission, with our being ad-
mivtted merely on sufferance, We must claim tc be there as %right.

Can you imegine , /Jon the



-on the supp031tlon that tﬁf;eﬂls a Jew1sh State and‘the JeW1sh bta‘

has a seat 1n the Unlt Latlons, the Arab States bquyﬁ?lng us the
Way they do now by of1¢c1al ealcts of their respective Governments,
publlcly, off1c1ally promulpated and enforced in one of the .coun-

'«

- tries to the p01nt of the death penalty? Can 1t be conceived? We

&

& mOuld then have in our hands most legltlmateéand perfectly peace-~
1ful weapons of selfadefence. “e would be able to retaliate as any
k,State placed in our p051plon would. We would be able t¢ prevent the
” .trahsit.to Palestine of goods destined to the countries which would

rbe boycotting us. We could withholdvvisas from.the nationals of
those countries if they wented to visit Palestine. We could dis-

~ continue our purchases from those countries, . And, .finally, ve

 ecculd challenge them in open court, in the issembly of the United

‘V Netions, for a flagrant viclation cf express provisions of the
Cherter - and of their trrde agreements, their treaties with Palestine}
All these Dotenteelltles of defence exist tcdey., They are not in A
our hends. Thev are in the @ands of an admlqustration which does

not care to use them., We are not admitted to the Arab countries. I

vdo not want tc become journalistic and refer to the developments of

A yesﬁerday of the day before. You all know what is happening in con-
nection With your ferthcoming visit to the Lebanon and the way the
Jewish press representatives are being discriminated agalnst Today
mmeggﬁﬁfe from all neighbouring countries can visit Palestine. The

 Jews of Palestine cannot go to all the neighbouring countries. To-
day Qe still buy, and we are forced to buy, fcodstuffs from some
ﬁeighbouring countries at exorbitant prices. wWe could have obtained
those foodstuffs at lcwer prices elsewhere. We must buy them where
we are told. And nobody‘Qg5ijELEEQJEE;:;;;TZ;;;;EI;\Eaken up the

'xcudgels oﬁ our behalf and challenged the unconstitutionality of this
reeial boycott practised by Members of the United Nations who swore
ailegiancefto the Cherter.

Now, I do not relish the prospect of such a clash - a snapping

of all tles, the w1thhfld1ng of v1sas dlscontlnuatlon of trade, etc
e ~/nor do-{

VA




TR T ,:,5~;,7‘ / |
i"-’.‘—\nor do’ I ‘think 1t wculd have actua“ly come to' that because the very 1
knowledge’ that such would be the reactlon to a bok/ptt weuld act as
' a very powerful deterrent The [rab States agaln would have thoughirﬁ
twice nnder such circumstances before they would embark on a boy—
cott, and having thougnht twice they would not embark upon it. 'The 
temptation to be aggressive would be nlpped in the bud. It is
defencelessness that invites aggression, and conce the door to such
counsels i8 closed other counsels begin to prevail - constructivev- 8
counsels, Lfter ail, they are not merely nationalists ~ they are'
alsc heads of States. They have State interests to loock after. |

They cannot be indifferent tc interests cf trade, to interests of

communicat icns. They must be realists. They must take it all into §

account., They may hate the Jews, but they cannot help their presencer
in the Middle East and the fact that they are a p:litical power.
Under this set of circumstances, Whlgh I am trving to v;suallze,

by sheer impact of realities they wouldArealg;e that they need nm _‘
‘just as we need them and that it is no use quarreling. Some modus

s . @ . . ‘ .
vivendi, some modus operendl wruld have to be worked out. Barriers

of prejudice would then brezk under the pressure of common needs anl

of mutuel interests. That is a process which a Jewish State and

nCuthg bit a Jewish State would set in moticn. It wonld notrbe
consummated cvernight. It would take time tc mature. But, slowly'v~§
and surely it would mature.

Mr. Chairman, it is our conviction that the issue which I am
trying to stress cannot be met by a fedfral arrangement; We wonld
graw a very sharp distirction between t'wo conceptions - two alter=
native possible comeptions of federalism - the conception of a
federal state and the conception of a confederation of states. We
would oppose the first. e would favor the second. Ve have not com
here- to live.in isolaticn. We came here to be integrated, ana cen-
federation of states is one of the forms of integration; TeNisSzue

thatrmé observe today thet the Arab League is not a federation - it

is just a community of Stetes loosely bound tegether forbrdoint
. © Jaetion
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’"actidn in cértain matters. Even Syrla and Lebaqon, much closely

connected countrles, d6.not form a federatlon. That is to aay th?yq
sbow no d951re at ail to glve up a part of their soverelgnty in

"favour of some central body. But we, in pr1n01ple and g priori

are nct opposed to the idea of a federétion of states, prévided mhm

».'i -

it is a federastion of independent states. Not only are we not op—

: posed to it, but we see that a’ great deel of good may come of 1t

i

What we do no+ think would meet the issue is a fqufal state;
- that is to sey, our being a component part of a state which would
ruie ower us and which would nof leave us free and independent.
Such kind of federalism would meen a continuous clash of diﬁergent
tendencies which would pull the state structure to pieces: hnd

the only wey to prevent the state structure from being'pulled to
ﬁieces would then be g&ggﬁgg at the head of the federation a very
 "strong, very pcwerful umpire - a third perty - and that third party
"ywould then become the receptacle for the concentration of power.
é%wéx, ore and more power would be concentrated in its hands. 1In
any case, with regard to what I might term the dynamic isguéépthat
would arise, the third perty would have to have a decisive voice.

. That would mean denial of independence., The umpire would be subjec
to continuous pressure and counter-pressure on both sides, aﬁd the
position would be bound-to degenerate, as it has degenerated. The
problem would remain unsclved; another committee would have to be
.appointed to re-investigate. The cravins of the-JeWish people for
statehood would remain unsatisfied. [fnd that craving would not be
erecdicated frcm the hearts of the Jews and would still constitute

. an internatisnal probiem. |

/The issue
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The issue can certainly noct be met by the edoption of a
bi-national solution, a binnapfgnal solution bééed.én parity.
Such a soluticn, to be operative, presupposes two COllective
wills ecting by and lerge in unison.' Tt is not’d -uestion of
individuals combining on some minor matters. Individuals ma&
combine across the barriers of race o community of religion,
but on major metters, what one would heve te face for a cén-
siderable time - heaver knows for how long - woﬁld be two
national entities, each with a collecti#e will of its own.

And to imegine thét such a state would be something workabie
is%to pfesﬁépose a williﬂgneéé fo walk tdgétherron tﬁg prt 6f;“
those two neti§n31 entities,

These prereqﬁisites do not exist, and therefore the issue,
I ame fraid, is a purely academic cne. If, for the sake of argu-
ment,‘I am to assume that it may be practiceal politics =~ which I°
do not - then I would have to say that it would either lead to
a state of permanent deadlock on major matters, or that it
would lead to the virtual abelition of independence.

/igain, in
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Again,. in order to save the situation from a state of rermetual d;aﬁ.loclé, !

_a third marty would have to be introduced, either as a result of foresigﬁt or as
. - i !
a result of an esprit dtescalier. I do not think I am fullv commetent to judge

the ,subject,‘from the noin{, of viéw of- commarative constitutional law, but I am

,pot aware of any nrecedent for sucﬁ an arrangement  There are bi-n?,tional and |
_ rmu];t:'L--n:s.ticmal states in the world, and in all o-f them, I believe ,VsoVereignty
dn the ultimate resort is vested in the majority of the ;Jonulation or the
majority of some elected assemblv In the last resort the majority nrevails, |
. and powhere do you find twolequally balanced commnities set against each other,
It would have been more logical to exvect such arrangemént in those countries
‘than in a country like Palestine, ‘because in those countries *ther;z are no such
fuhdamental cleavqges and no such diametrical divergences as we have to face in
Palestine. |

It is not a workable solution. I must stress again and égain, the

P q.lelstion is not whether Jews and Arabs can live together within the ffaxnework(

‘ !

of one state.. They can. They will, The question is whether they can operate

e

" a state machinery by milling an equal weight in its councils, They will pull
avart The ,‘.nro‘blem in this country is not how to commose the ﬁifferences
vbetween two static sections of the country's nomul: .. If that were the
case, it would not have been so difficult. The rnroblem is how to reconcile
- indenendence with the dynamic develonment of the Jewish section and of the
country Perharms I could fomulate it a little differentlv, and that verhans
would be more correct.

The nroblem is how to make of indemendence an instrument of develownment
and not a stranglehold on develomment., But if wvou assim equality}to both
. statics and dynamics, then the statics will have the advantage.

Equality of veto will mean Jewish defeat. 'hat can a Jewish veto do to
the Arabs, vitally, crucially . The Arabs are here. Nobody in hls senses

.would try to eradicate them; anyhow you won't do it by a veto. What positive

act can doom the hopes of the Arabs to live here, to enjoy mrosperity. - But

/ah” Arab
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an Arab .
3  ‘veto can and would nrevent Jewish immigrition, and that is the most

fundamental issue for the Jews And you do not solve the vroblem by taking/

immigration out of the context and entrusting it to some ad hoc authority. ' |
It cannot be taken ocut of the corrt.ext. The nroblem of immigration is bound

un with the whole machinery of Government, with economic nolicv, with fiscal
nolicy It is not merely a question of issuing visas and letting peonle 1n

It means absorbing these neonle, ~roviding for them, so sha»ing the coimtry's
economic nolicv as to enable gto absorb immigrants Noj; if there is

harmony between the ad hoc immigration authoritv and the state machinery, then
it is-all right But if there is comnlete discord, the ndssibility of it ;7'“3
the certainty of it, then it will not ‘work, and the immigration nowers which
you might grant to the ad hoc authority would mrove a delusion. ’

Mav I draw the Committee's attermtion to VR&N\IEAMGAAAIM our me{norandlnn'
c.alled "The Po(l/;tic};.i Survev 1956-47" - I know how volliminous is the material ,
that vou are exnected to read, and therefore I nermit myself to draw your
snecial attention to one chanter in the memorandum, and that is the chavter
called "Solutions" - the lastiwenty mages of the memorandum, ». L9-71,
where we have made an attemnt to elaborete on all the nromosals that have
been heard, discussed them analyticallv and critically.

Again, in o hi—nntionél state - if I may continue - we shall be
irresistibly driven to the installation of a third ﬁ.artv. with all the negativé
results - »rimerilv, no indenéndence  Moreover, the whole ammrorch which
leads to bi-nationalism misses the real noint at issue When neonle talk of
bi-nationalism their starting noint is the countrv of Falestine; how to s;olve
its nroblems Here is n countrv with two neonles But that is not the real
starting noint of the ~roblem  The real storting »oint is the nosition of the
Jewish neonle. The ~rcblem of Talestine is nothineg but a function of the
Jewish nroblem. Had there been no Jewish nroblem, there would have been no

nroblem of Nalestine todav. What is called technically the ™alestine oroblem -

if you go even a little beneath the surface - you will find it to be the

‘
.
:

e L /Jewish o _J
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‘Jewish problem., That is the core. __ You cannot .solve the problem if you dis-* 1
rgszazq‘d its roots in histor&, if you do not project it into the future. You .
will not solve it if you restrict its scome to nresent-day Palestine, if you
iénore the world mosition of the Jewish peovle on the one hard, :ujd the inter-
national vosition of the Arab world today, on the other mand  And what we
believe must be realised is to what extent and with what intense detemmination
-.Jéws all over the world ha:r/e/éet their hearts on Palestine; the urge of
"hundreds of thousands to get in, the urge of the entire Jewish meonle, so far
‘as it thinks and acts and wi_'LIS// collectively, to achieve statehood in

‘
‘

Pa.lesf,ine. The full, wide intern-tionsl scove of the probl:em and its historic
iJnndrt nnjét be taken into account; The international aim must be to t:ry to
cure the world of that peculiar malaise, a world malaise, which is called
"the Jewish Question".

There is today a great upsurge of Jewish consclousness throughout the
world, not only in the countries where the Jewish ,poéition is stillvery
precarious, but also in the countries, and perhaps marticularly in these
countries, where Jews are fairlv firmly entrenched in economic ard social
life and enjov comuletﬂzm.?"ﬁr‘l so far as they do not comvletely

dissolve in their environmemt - and the vast majority does fnot, - in so far as

_; they care about the future of the Jewish peonle, they become more ard more
21 drawn to the banner, more spd more active in trvin-s to solve the problem

of their people .W Pakerbne

There are two momentous develowments in cortemnorary Jewish history,

the effect of which is cumulative: +the extermi_nation in Europe and the re-

:

naissance in Pslestine. They ~re like two noles which between them galvanise

Jewish nntional will into ac*lon Thev generate thet will. And thev make it

1,

" more and more seute., The urge is to ensure the consummation of our re-

naissance in ‘order to vrevent a recurrence of extermin-~tion - at least to

provide one secure haven, secure by being the nossession of the Jewish peovle.
There can be no permanent stability, there can be no permanent content-
ment in Palestine, or in the world, insofar as the Jewish position is Angfee'bed‘;‘

" /uiless



BT/ §h . A/AC.13/P.V.35
| SR

unless and until that elemental craving is satisfied. If not, tension will

o
continue and exnlosive situstions will continue, repression will continue

¢

with all its tragic results, We are fully aware of the force of owwosition
which.we have to face, but we believe that once that craving is satisfied,
as fqr as it can be humanly satisfied, opvosition will die down  The force
of facts,Aconvincing and comuelling force of facts, is bound to assert itself.A
Ie o certain stare has been reached and passed, bevond that stnge opnosition
will lose noint It will have no further nrospect’ The onmosition is fed by
the belief that it can succeed in preventing a certain consummation Once it
is there, it cannot be chnged And there is nothing really vital behind that
‘ ovvosition, no interests of 1life and denth are behind that omwoosition. It is
not a matter of life and death for the Arqb worlid to keep the Jews out of
Palestine. It is a matter of life and death for the Jewish pecple as a
peoplé, ai\demsy —— I am not now talking of individuals -- to establish itself
in Palestine. If you satisfy the constructive urge vou set a limit to the
period of turmoil snd difficulty. If you wvield to obstruction you prolong
indefinitelv the period of turmoil and of unsettlement.
Just as the 650,000 Jews have been accepted todav hv our neighbours,
near and far,'so will the Jewish State be eventuallv accepted. Arab fears ,
mavy be; in the subjective sense, genuine Thev are none the less irratiomal.
To conceive that the wellbeing of Palestine Arabs, that the independence and
integritv of the Arab esunbrw around us; are 1ikelv to be threatened by the
creation of a Jewish State is just morbid fancy The fears will be dissipated
bv the realities Just as the terrifving visioms which were conjured up in
the verv recent nast; 25 to what would hapnen if a couvle of hundred thousand
<:&e;;\pgzg)entered Palestine, the wav the Arabs would be turned away from their |
éoil, transformed into hands of homeless vagabonds roaming over the country
ané taking to the profession of highwaymen, the wav the Arabs would bé driven
out, would be completelv subjugated; etc, ete., just as all these ter:s
visions have beenrdissinqted, so willLﬁhe fears thot are still being

4

lentertained,

- l v
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entertgif'ﬁ;d. The question is whether these imaginary fears are to prevall L |
_against tﬁia lire need which the world has to face today, and agalnst con-
siderations of international. justice The guestion is whether Palestinel's
?':functlon in history is to be perverted under the threat of brutal reactionary
force We are convlnced it is an empty threat. The verdict of international
conscience will not be defied, certainly nof; in the long run.

But I have stresse® again that the starting voint is the 'position of
the Jewish peonle, and the concrete 1link between that position and the oroblem
of Palestine is imigration, the. right to return If that is acknowledged,
the ;'est follows automatically  If that right is acknowledged, the one
eorollary is that there nmsﬁ be amble terr_‘itdr‘ial scone for settlement, as
ample as vossible, and you know that ever;the whole of Falestine is not too
b' large a country. -

inother fundamental corollary is sSovereiznty, Jewish sovereignty as the
enlyeffective ultimate guarantee of entr-y.. Areogset We must strive to attain
is an international sanction for something which is deeply imbedded in
Jewish consciousness in that regard. For in the matter of the return of the
Jewish neople to Talestine, the Jewish peonle has always considered itself
sovereign.
i Mr. Chairmen and Gentlemen, at the risk of abusing vour matience I

j_“eel I must very briefly recall the fact of that boatload of Jews who, in

1942, went dovm to the bottom of the Black Sea. .I do so not in order to
harnow vour feelings; I do so because in that one tragic event Qas exemplifi’ed,
was epitomized the mnolitical situation which is the crux of the oroblem.
’That boat st’oo'“(se-e-mueh in Istarbul. It stood there cr_vingl out for mercy)
= for refuge, for salvation, to the entire civilised world. What civilised
state, allied or neutral, did not have its representatives in Istanbul?
The vhole world, therefore, saw the boat. The whole world knew what was at’
stake. And the whole world let thoee'peonle perish,

No",3 Mr Chairman and Gentlemen, please do not misunderstand. It is not

v o ' ) S /that we
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that we ma:ne}ed 50 muc}eﬂc.he death of ancther 76L people, men, women and

children. A\t the time the war was raging around us, not only throughout the .
world, but the enemy was at ‘bb& gates. FEven we in Malestine had our war
losses. Scores of us,mgrv/seore8y perished as.a result of enemy air—raids.
Hundreds of our sons ard brothers fell on the battlefields of Africa and

Eurooe. On one occasion a whole boat carrving Palestinian troops was sunk

bv the Germans in the Mediterranean. Several ofour voung men arnd women, the

flower of our vouth, the pride of the Yishuv, volunteered to be drovped by

parachute behind enemv lines, and were executed by the enemy in Dachau, in 't;hef
orison yard of Budamest, in the Nazi nosts of Slovakia We mourned them all, |
but we were proud of them Thev went down fighting It is not the fact tha'b
764 more died, It is the wav thev died that affected us. Can you conceive : 5
such a fate befalling the merbers of anv other oeovle? Can you imagine it .

hanvening, let us sav, to = transvort of M™olish refugees, of Czech refugees, .

of Greek refugees, of Yugoslav refugees refugees§ belong:mg to any European
or merlcan or Aslatlc natlon under the e;me conditions? That they should
——flee from denth and find the doors of all lands barred and locked in their
face -- first and foremost, the doors of the land which the whole world
promised would be their home. Anv such group would be accommodated soxuewhere,
wherever it may be; just as in this part of the world, befere our eyes, Greek
refugees were accommodated in Palestine, Yugoslav refugees in Egynt, Polish
war refugees in Iran, in Palestine, in East Africa  They were given temporary v'
shelter. They were given that shelter on the understanding-that as soon as
the war was over thev would go hack to their respective countries ‘The
sovereienty of their veonles, although submereed temporarily at the time, but
which the world was certain would re-emerge, was a guarantee of .their eventual

renatrirtion and therefore was an instrument of their immeﬁiate rescue.
That decree of death that was passed on the "Struma" because of the
lack of any refuge over the entire face of the nlanet was something reszrved

for Jews alone. What national representative ever had to plead with such

/helpl ess
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nA suppressed race for mercy, Tor commiseration on behalf of his hunted and
" doomed 5rotheré;'¢hen failing £0 obtain admission for the whole transport,

1

to climb down and ‘entreat at least that children should be admitted, and
Aofpilavenin foct o L

' -- because the permission came too late —- that mortification
7 ;:was’also reserved for Jews alope."Now would not every one cfyo%&%ake a)
" -~ holy'éath to fight to his last breath for the restoration of his people's
statehood and sovereignty, so that there should be one territory on the face
- of the earth, an adequate, a secure territorv, the Deople'slown country where
it would be free to receive its persecuted sons and daughters without having
to resort to any one else's nermissioné

¢

/ e -
“And now, Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, may I say that yﬁe tale of the

s 7

"Eﬁyﬁma" did pot end with thét d?séster It then only just/started And it
goes on today It still goes oﬁ.t The camps of Eurove are full of potential
passengers of the "Struma" The camvs of st;ds-are full of tpem' There are
quite a number of them already in the settlements in Palestine. You have de-
voted such time and'energy and ohysical strength to the visiting of ocur towns
and settlements. DPlease complete‘the programme. I am making this appeal to
you on behalf of the Jewish Agency. I an sure I am making it on behalf of
the people directly and physically concerned. Please visit the cam ./ Those
people are an integral and organic part of your incuiry. It is their plight
and the historic position of the Jewish people which has made that nlight
possibie that is-the real subject of your investigstion. You saw them here
reviving under the spell of new hope and the very hard, hard but productive

. work which they are doing. You should see them there, how they are going
under in enforced idleness, denrived of any hope except today this new faint
giimmer phat may be as a result of your investisotion and your recommendations
that they will be rescued and r habilitated beforc it is too late. 6 We know
your time is very short and ~our task is formidable, so make a very ri-~:rous
selection, but pleaSe visit a few camps, and also at least one typical centre
ofVJewiéh lifefiﬁ postFwar:EurOpe where, outside the camps, the prospects

R e . oy
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for Jews are as black as inside the camps.

In conclusion, I have one niore request to address to you on behalf -

of the Jewish Agency. In about six weeks you will be addressing your

- reconmendations to the Secretary-General of the United Nations for trans-
mission to the amnual session of the Assembly. The session of that great
body will take many, many weeks, itay be a few months.. In the méantime,
the'hameless Jews of Europe will be facing their third post-war winter in
the camps, a third winter of mental anguish, of physical suffering. The

Yishuv, the Jewsof Palestine, will still be in the throes of their struggle

against the suffocations of the White Papur regime

/Please
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- Pleasé, therefore, preface your report with an emergency

-

>rec5mmendation to the Assembly that, pending its éonsideration
of an adjudicaticn upon -the major problem which, even within
the session of the Assembly, must take a little time, the
‘.§§sembly should decide on an immediate alleviation of the posi-
 £ion in those two respects. -It should insist on the immediate
:removal of all the bars and bans imposed by the W@iﬁg Paper;.
.and on the immediate large-scale-aégiégion‘to Palestine of
homeless Jews. This should be the first and immediate install~-
. ment cf the solution of our prot .em. But do not delay the
soluticn. Do not ;ecommend that it should be delayed by the
Assembly.

As to the solution'itself, we pray, Mr. Chairman and
Gentlemen, for your wisdom and for your courage.

CHAIRMAN : I thank you, Mr. Shertok.

Does any Member wish to ask any questions of Mr. Shertok ?

Mr. FABREGAT (Uruguay) : Excuse me, Mr. Chairman and
Mr. Shertok, for insisting on a problem of an educational

character, In the memorandum presented by the Adm%ﬁ}stration

of Palestine, it 1s stated : "The regions of cultural actiﬁity
in which common ground might be found are definitely narrowed
by the co-existence of sevarate systems of community education.
Without doubt, the training in a common culture cf children
with the very variegated background of those of the Jewish
bommunity has presented a complex and difficult problem." The
memorandum speaks of an undue concentration on nationalism of
an assertive and exclusive quality in the community education
system,

Do you think, Mr. Shertok, it will be possible in the near

v, future to establish a system of common schools-- in Spanish we

~ say. escuelas comunes-- for all the children, withont discrimi-

nétign, in the country ? Do you think that is possible ?
’ /Mr. Shertok



Mr, SHERTOK : I do not think so, sir. I dc not think

that will be possible, nor de I think that will be desirable. o

o

I think that to throw Jew*sh and Arab chlldren into one

ivseluble-
educatlonal pool w1ll;ralse an égsglvab;e problem, the problem

of language and thé problem of national culture. You cannoct
Eﬁeducate unless you do so against the background of a certain
national culture. And you certainly cannct educate unless you
have a certain language as a medium of instructicn. |
Now, I would not like to see Jewish children assipilated

to Arab language and Arab culture, nor would I like to see

Arab children assimilated in the opposite direction.

CHAIRMAN : May I enlarge cn the question of Mr. Fabrega%.
Do not common schools exist where Arzb and Jewish chilcdren are
educated together 7 .

Mr. SHERTOK : There are some miﬁéidgéry schools attended,
among others, by some Jewish and scme Arab children. I am not
now dealing with the religious aswmect of the question-- there
is no question of any direct conversion going on in those
schools. They are schools, and some of them are very good
schools, as schools go. But I would regard it as a first-rate
national disaster if all Jewish children were educéted in
such schools, becausepthere would be ¥idh no hope of any
cultural revival of the Jewish people, of any independent
cultural life. And I believe thAat a race so educated would be
culturally sterile. It would not be creative.

I am rather grateful to Professcr Fabreget for having
drawn my attenticn to that paragraph in the-rgpé;t. I think
I remember it. It is a very curious paragraph. The Government
of Palestine complains th.t children-are being educated separéte-
ly. 'HowAdid*it propose they should be educated ? The Government

/of Palestine



v;of Palestine in that pafagfaph complains that Hebrew and Arabic are official -

'

7'ianguages, and they say--they do not use the word nuisance, but that is what
v,ﬁ1ey very nearly imnlya-that iibis a wreat ‘handicap to have to translate

 ‘§Ueeches at ¢ommon meetlﬂps in those two lanvuapes. The underlying concép-
'; t;on seems to he that the country must ex1st for the convenience of the of-
-‘f401als, and not the OfflClalS for the COnvenlence of the cc ntrv. The under-
‘:'1y1ng-conceptlon seems to be that 1t is a pity that:both Jews and Arabs have
their national langﬁage, that they ﬁave séhe cultural heritese to carry on and t

/hand
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hand down to the COR;ng generations. Why shouldn't they all speak plain
English? English is a very good language and & very rich language, but iz
not theirs. It does not have roots irn their hecarts, it does not have roots
P ’ :
in their memories, it coes not have past associationsy therefore it of fers
no nossibilities of creative self-expression for either.

I think that is an astounding paragraph, and so is the implication
which it carries. This country harbours two peorles, two culturea pedples,
They have their languages, and they are determined to zo on developing them,

It is very useful to know English. It may be uselul to know Fronch. I think

T
|
;
5
i
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it is very useful to know Spanish. And English is being taught in our schoolss

Ny
By the way, if it is a guestion eé aoainAreducing the disparity,

practically in all Jewish seccondary schools and in a large number of element-
ary schools, Arabic is tought. Hebrew is not taurht in a single Government
school. Why is that? That wovld bring Jews and Arebs a little closer
together.

I do believe, Mr. Chairman, that it must be the policy in this country
to increase, as far as possible, the number and the percentage of et bi-
lingual people, bi-lingual in Hebrew and Arabic. Those who have the time and
can afford to learn a third languzge, by all means let them de it. But it is
very important that a:;ayge-number of Arabic-speaking Jews and Hebrew-speak-
ing Arabs is increasing: with the Jews as a result of concerted effort, as a
1. ult of conscious policy; with the Arabs simply because many Arabs find
it useful to know a little Hebrew. I am sure this process will cevelop
in the course of time. Just as in Switzerland. In French Switzerland,

education 1s based on French, but German is taught. In German Switgerland,

‘education is based on German, but French is taught. This, I think, should

/oy the policy
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~ be the poliey of Palestine.

CHAIRMAN: 4Do you have any further que stions?
Mr. FABRWGLT (Uruguay): No, thank you.
CHLIRMAN: That is all I want to ask.
¥r. GRANADCS (Guatemala): In maragranh 10 of the idministration Blue
- Book; already mentioned by Professor Fabregat; it is said -- I am not quoting
bécause I do not have the document here, but the sense is more or less this:
that if the agercy had limited itself to the accomplishment of certain
functions this s:i__tuatién would be different, but that the Agency has not
complied with the terms of reference.
What have you to say zbout that statement?
Mr., SHERTOK: I will eanswer you in & minute. I wéuld like to lcok up
the paragraph and refresh my meory. I think I remember seeing it. It is
also a paragraph to which we must take very stzron’g exception. I think it

contains an attempt at a post-factum Mth regard to something

that was originally conceived in an entirely different spirit’.

The main point,F-believe, is thtsy “That the Jew‘i;h" ’Agency was
sanctioned by the Mandate but % Wnot created by the Mandate, The Mandate
recognized the Zionist Organization as the Jewish Agency. Now, the Zionist
Organizations existed before the Mandate. Maybe, if there had been no Zionist
Orgard zation, there would have been no British Mandate over Palestine, The
Zionist Organization rested on its own strensth., It was already, before the
First World War, the chief Jewish colonizing agency in Palestine. During
the war, it mede itself responsible for _@nsuring the survival of the Jewish
community.' During the war agein, it was instrumental, through its leaders, in
obtaining the Balfour Declarstion. ‘hen the British Government, through the
Mandate, conferred that status o:g the Jewlsh Agency gy on the Zionist Crgan-
ization, it dic so nct merely 1n the full knowledge of the f‘.‘ac’os, but because
~of its knowledpe of the facts, Because it knew thaet that was a strong party,
a national representative body, that it appeared worthwhile to the British
Government to accept it as a partner in the undertaking. Otherwise, such

/partnership
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: fl;;inartnership would have been of no value, and most certainly, the presumption -~
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v oo was‘ﬁhat' the JGWi%I /ngncy should continue to act as axl'iﬁdepénd ent instrument,

/of developmert , b

I remember the phrase that was very currently quoted in those days,At
the San Remo Conference, when the Supreme f‘x.lliﬁl Council decided to entrust

~ Great Britain with the MendateoMr. LloyMge et Dr. VJei@az(xi/ and com-
munic ated to him that d.eciéion , and when he finished his official communication,
he said this: "Now you have been given a start; it is un to you' to make good"‘,:
"To' make goed" did not mean merely to cooperate with the ralestine Ad- .
ministration. It meant to accent responsitility for the bf-ingihg over of
immigrant s, for settling them, for planninz and development, for mobiligzing ;
finance,

It just occurpfeel- to me, suppose the Jewish agency had failed. Supnose
it had failed miserably and very conspicuously. Suppose the land it had
acquired hac not heen put to proper use, had becn wastefully cultivated,
Suppose the Jewish farms were miserably veretating units. Suppose there was
large uneruloyment in Palestine, a tremendous backwash of re-émigration, and
so forth. . I am surc then that this Blue Book would not join issue with the
Jewish Lgency as to why it had done all these thines #bt all. It would have
Zei%’éé‘ the Jewish Agencyeﬂ-—%he—-ﬁ%ye—ef its feilure. Now that we he;ve
not failed -- it is not %&:me to say to what extent we have succeeded; I
know we have nct succeeded up to our expectations -- the\ very-basis of our
existence is challenced in this “occument. It is not an attack on tne Jewish -
Agency. It is an attack on the Mandate and on the basic premise on which the
Mandate was built.

CHLIRMAT: Does any other lember wish to ask any questions?

{lo responsc)

CHAIREAN: Then I thank you, lir. Shertok.

Mr. SHER:IOK: Thank you, sir.

CHAIRM/MN : The hearing is suspended for ten minutes.

(The hearing was suspended for ten minutes)

JCH LLRMAN =
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¢+ CHATRMAN: I call the mesting to order. The item we are going to take

V: u?;b;nowfis, the hearing of Representatives of the Palestine Communist Union. » |
i’.Aunde‘rs_tand that ir, ‘Preminger, Dr. Marchand, and Miss Zabari are going to
s~péak for the Union, Will you please come up on fhe plat.form,
: (¥r. Preminger, Dr. Mércbmd} and Miss Zabari tock their seats on the
3 platforme) ' .
CHATRMAN: We have grénted you a hearing which is supposed to be an
address for you,,all together, for & half howr. The reason why we have
granted you this hearing is because you have a specific sclution that
you favow. What we expect now is to- hear youar proposals about that solution.
We.do not expect you to go fully into all these other questions which héve
been debated by other organizations, immigration and so on.
Mr, PREMINGER (Member of the Central Committee of the Palest}ne Communist
Union): Yes, I understand.
Mr-. Chdirman, Gentlemen of the Committee, I am very glad to have ﬁe
~ opportunity to greet you in owr country and to present to you the proposals
of the Palestine Communist Union. Sevenﬁeen enquiry committees have visited
ﬁh_is country before you. Common to all of them was that they were appointed
- by the British rulers themselves to investigate their own deeds. The
l]'3r_itish Government was plaintiff and defendant at the same instance. At
the last - the Anglo—%can Enquiry Committee -~ the U.S.A., which has
her own interests in this country, participated - and therefore it is
evident, that this Committeec could not serve the true interests of the country
and its meoples, We, and with us the wﬁole Jewish Yishuv in Falestine, greet
you not as the elghteenth committee ¢f this sort but as the first enquiry
committee of UNO. The Jewish Yishuv knows that among you are members who
themselves took part in the liberetlon movements, and in the struesle for
nationsl ird enendence against the enslavers of their peoples, and this fact

/eives us
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gives us the conviction that thé aspirations of an oppressed people figh;bing
for its national indemendence will find a deep ech; in your héai‘ts andw:_ll -
be given expression in rour findings. The _Jewish“{ishuv, groaning under thé,
ycke of colonial enslav ement, chained ;mder a dictatorial‘ régime which deﬁies
it the basic demccratic rights, the Jewish Yishuv, struggliing for its very
exi'stence as a nation, has brousght before you the evidence of its struégle and
aspiretion to indeperdence.

The aswiration to freedeom and national independ ence is common to the
greét majority of witnesses who arneared befcre you. But unlike many 6f them
we, the Hebrew Communists, wish to str .35 our deep conviction that ﬁo people
gains its freedom as a gift from anybody.

We, the Hebrew Ccmmunists,present to you our democratic proposals which
will contribute towards the deliberations of your committee and the decisions™
of UNU, since we greatly value your help in cur stru-vgle ageinst colonial
oppression and for netiond independence. For the elucidation of our
‘proposals we would like to point out that for the. realization of a democfatié ‘
prosramme the mass strusgie of the nation fighting for its independence is |
necessary., Only the combination of these two elements - democratic pi'ogrammé
and popular mass strugcle - will be able to convert the desire for liberation
from colonial rule and for the establishﬁent of independence f‘roml a dream intoﬁ '
reality. |

The passive resistance and strugzle of the Jewf.sh Yishuv"s masses hés
abatced recently cue to political miscalculations of various ci;'cles still
occupyins, a position of leadership of the Yishuv. You have heard thet tﬁé o
1nhab1tmt s of I}c%rga ?‘%%"F?Y’?ered to the overwhelming nmﬁ)érsgms -

R L T

who poured ints their town. Yet, not élwaysméﬁcgbﬁééﬂgé”'ﬁeﬁ’"thé' sequence of
events. One instance may be sufficient. In September, 1946, cu.rfew was
imposed upon I‘I/Pa.‘{a in order to cover the use o‘f' gas and tmncheons against
the ir;migr’anté - thousands of the inhabitéhts cf Haifa broke the curfew .

/and actively
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and actively resisted the oppressi{g-laws.- Peoplé streamed out into the
streets, even thoush they were aware that thg soldiers had been given orders:

- to shoot at every curfew-breaker. As a consequence 3 people werc murdered by
the soldiers, among them a young girl of eighteen, who, together with her

mether, went out into the strees in order to outlaw =nd prevent the

~ -realization of the dictatorial rule. This was not an isolated instance.

e reject the method of individual terroxjsém which is pursued by
certain groups withia the Jewish Yishuv. HNevertheless, sveryhody knows that
within the Jewish Yishuv are dorment vast and cdnsequent forces of liberation,
which will fight untiringly against every oppressive regzime until national
liberation is achieved. Not we alone, but wide masses of the Yishuv know
that freedom and independence are not bestowed s a £ift but gained throurh
mass resistance to all legisleticn of the Police state and the strurmyle for
the r:alization of the democratic proposals we wish to present to you.

4 programme guaranteeing the interests of beth peoples of Falestine., A
programme for which every honest patrict among both peoples can be enlisted. ‘
‘h programme which, if recommended by the HNO, would be able to render the ut-
most help to our enslaved country and to its peoples striving for independence,

Our proposals are based upon the recogrition of the just rizhts of
,both peoples to full natiocnal sovereimnty and complete independence of any
foreign factor, the defence of which is the foremost and noblest duty of UNO,

The main difficulty of the Pelestine vnroblem is the false argument
that in Falestine there exists a contradiction between risht and risht., It

is argued that each of the peoples asnires to a status of majority and ex-

" clusive rule: The opposition to political parity is put forward under the

. creates
pretence thst iter » » a2 deadlock., In connection with this stands the

que stion of immi&ration. There are many who fear that an Arab majority will
deny our right of immisration.

Let us examine the question of majority. The Hindus constituté the ma-
Jority in India, but does this fact ruarantee their indegendence? The Lrebs

. /in this
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in this country can learn from their own expérience that'théy did ho't'at’c‘.ain,?i-’.
sovereignt:»* in spite of belng the mejority. In connectiom with this has to :
bé considered the problem of immigration. The Arabs hszve no economic or sociéi“
~arghments erainst immigration, their oppositicn spring;tng mainly frbin the

fear of political domination. A

| What we need is & political settlement that will safeguard both peoples

aﬁainét the danger of domination and will solve the preoblem of majoriﬁy ‘and |
minority - and will certainly ulso rsuarantee the right of the Jews to
immirrate.

From these considerations becemes evident our opp«.:-siﬂicn to set up
Palestinei as a one-natiefial state. We do r;ot wish to enter here into the
complicated problem of ensuring justice to both nationslities and only want
to p-ojfnth out the impracticability of such : state.

- The settinc-up of Palestine as a one‘-/ne./tional state would ‘mean;
1) The denial of sovereign richts to one of the natiens,
2) The complete mobilization of the other nation agcainst such a s}tate'.._’"
3) Economic and political boycott up to armed uprisings, bloodshed a.nrd:‘
mutualxmassacres. ‘

It.must also be taken into account that a wronged people will be ready>""‘
to assist ws.r-monr;ers inciting them to a new world war, hoping thus to riée o
from its downtrodden position.

The szcond proposal, parg}ﬁ)on, seems just end nracticael., Bub actually

it is quite unrractical and leeves most mroblems unselved. For in the proppéed

"Jewish" State conditions will be as follows:
a) The Arabs will still constitute a third of the populati‘on, 50 thatt

the difficulty of majority and minority =zs existin_; in the non-nartitioned |

Palestine will remain (althourh in this case the Jews will be in the majority

and the Arabs in the mincrity). *

b) LS regerds land ownershin, more than two-thirds of the lands will

be in the hands of the irebs.

/c) The problem
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" ¢) Theé problem of dévéﬂoé;ent, thbugh, will be more difficult because

. the raw materials (oil, Dead-Sea rescurces) as well as water resources are °

distributed in such & manner as willP®vent their being expleoited under
W

condi ¥ions imposed by any partition of Falestine into two separate states.

"d) Industry, even now suffering from marketing difficulties, will

.V\altogetkar suffocate, bheing boycotted by surrounding antagonistic countries,
"For it has to be remembered that partition, which can only be forced on the

. peoples of the country against their-wish, will not minimize, but intensify

tgnsion hetween the two peoples,

e) Such a state will, of n¥cessitj, turn intc a typical police=-state,
as it will have to suppress a large national minority.

f)' Lastly, what is most important, is that, after partition, none of the
two nations will be indeperdent, snd both will serve as pawns in the hands of
foreign imperialist powers. It is therefore no coincidence that all fhe

various partition plans were born in the British colonial office. Fartition,

‘according to a local popular saying, gives the hair to the Jews, the nails to

tle Arabs and the body to the British. This scheme does not offer a final

- . solution, and certainly ~ as shown by India's blocody exnerience - it will ncot

improve relations between the neighbouring peoples.

There also are pronosals of another nature, they seemWidealistic? but

T s A SIAT

they are much more realistic than those of the first category. They'kecognize

I

vﬂtﬁét‘in Palestine there exist two Q?tions and they teke into account the just

© rights of both peoples in one way or another. Yet these proposals are not

omnsequent , since they are not based on the principle of the recognition of

the right of both peoples to national self-%s;é}mination up to secession, the

prind ple which alone can bring dwut co-operaticn free of any fear of

domination or deprivation of rights.

Therefore, the authers of these proposals built upon trusteeship or even

‘a British Mandate in order to "educate" the people towards co-operation. We

/reject
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':reject any pronosal designed to br:mg in’ any thlrd factor, whosé tos'k w:Lll be g
* to conciliate as it were between the peoples., A bl-natlonal proposal of thz.s—
kind does et grant in fact soverelgrnty t6 any of the. peoples. '

Qur plan is based on the principle of territorial< federalisﬁ;:

It scems to us that the best means of using national soverei:gnty i_‘or’ £he
good of hoth natiors in order to ersure economic succesé and the ‘absorption =

of the Jews desirous of entering Palestine, consists in the creation of an

independent, demscratic united State, common to ‘both Jews and Arabs, built
on full national and politicel equality for both its nations and on full
democratic rights for all its inhabitants. The form of government ensuring

political equality will have to be based on parfby. We do not here wish to
g .

erter into a detailed constitutional description of the future Palestinian
State for we think it early to discuss its constifution so long as t._,he"'i:asicw

principles on which cooperation between the peoples depends have not bheen

guaranteed. If, on the other hamd such principles are accepted, the
representatives of the two peoples will be sble to work out the details for -
their constitution according te the interests of the two hations;. :

‘We wish again to emphasize that, as the experience of the Soviet Unio;'i g
and other multination StE.J.teS (Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia, ete.) has“'prm‘red,‘
it is only the rirht of self-de&e?ﬁination up to secession that cén serve &s - "
a sufficient guarantee to each nation that no danger exists of the ot‘ﬁei'
nation domin'ating it.

Nevertheless we stress that it is in the interest of both peopleé no‘b o
make use of the right, to secede because ¢nly the un:d:ed bi-national form of
government will be able *o seclire free econcmic development, peace “betieen

the pecples, exercise of the national right of the Jews to 2bsorb immigration

ard settle on the 1arri, and 2 rising of the standard of living of the two
peoples.
T‘Ljoint Govemment can bé estzhlished when both peoples ‘undgrs‘tancL LAl

their interests demand a united State and an agreement on a uritec governmeni.

No outside, power has the right to force this form of government upon the

peoples. Therefore, in order to enable them to reach & se’ctlementi, the fear




4"of domlnatlon should be renoved suff1c1ent puarantees agalnst hatlonal do-
: , ‘

o'mlnatlon ‘should be grven. .
‘ .

. We have alreadr shown thet such a cruarantee is inherent in the right of

'self-detengénation up te secession, in the right of each nation tc create a

State of its own, This right can be exercised only on a territorial basis.

"iTﬁérefore, we think that the joint Stato of Jews and Arabs should be composed

ﬂl:?&f‘territorial districts pessessing regional authorities of their own, being
| equaily roprésented'at the\sqpreﬁe Governﬁent institutions.

The cancellation of the colonial politicai and eoonomic restrictions 1s
to be regarded as a pre—condition of the establishment of a bi—national’regime
i%aoed on ﬁariﬁy. The Ottoman law3 to this day tho basic law of Palestine, has
'to be abollshed as well as all the extraordlnary and "defence" regulations
which were 1ssued by the Mandatory Government. Furthermore, the existing system
!“vof property quallflcctlons for voting should be liquidated c¢s well as the

’;hndomooratic taxation system which is a heavﬁiburden upon pheAwide masses ¢cf
the people, on the one hand, and bars them from the yight of vwoting, on the
other . |
Under the supervision of UNO, democratic leccal institutions should be
established i;“;EZf;ZEQI;;;_‘—__‘""
In one-national regions these organs should be elected-by direct de@ocratic
' Voté. In bi-national regions these organs should be constituted cn a parity
ba51s, but elected democratically by both Jews and Arabs. A parity Constituent A
‘Assembly, elected demoCratlcmlly by the two nations of Palestine, should be
cormened and proceed to demarcate, under a special commission elected by the
‘September General hLssembly of thg #JO, the territorial regions amd work
out the future cooétitution of Falestine.
The right to absorb immigration'and to settle on the land is one of the
B fundamental national rights of the Jewish Yishuv. To try to deny these rights
is tantamount to strlklnv at the national independence of the Jews, 51nce
/every

sanigl
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‘nex}ery nation has the‘ right to chocee'its ownt way in all questions, espec»ially;.;_’

ailab
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morc so regerding such a vital question as the admission of Jewish brethreny - -

the'remnants of the terrible destruction of the Jewish people by Fascism. Oﬁ?

members vho were sent te Eurgy ave, on their rcturn, reported on the

terrible plisght of those pitiable remnants of Jewry thct are now in the Camps.i

de, and the Jewish Yishuv as a whele, would like you gentlemen of the Commltte%-

to visit those camps, as well, the Cygyﬁ; concentretion camps and the middle~

age§ prisons existing in this country until this very day. After the Kishirev..

nogrom, 43 years aso, ow netiondl poet wrote of "Revenue such as Satan could-

not have" - and those that do burst throush and succeed to enter the country;
are thrown out with rifle fire and tear-gas and expelled to Cyprus. & girlv
and her dos arrived on one cof the ships - the dog was granted permission to

land and sent with a soldier to the ziri's relatives, but the girl was thrown.

,

out. . Govemment pormits only the landing of the bodies of those immigrents

‘

which it has murdered - those that remain alive are sent away.
On the cther hand, irmigreticn should be carried cut in such a way as

not to strike at the richt of the existing ponulatlon of Palestlne. Therefore,

o A A T Tttt B g o

within the frameuorx of the bl-nahlonal State, large-scale 1mm1vrat10n can b’ ”%

carrled out only on the basis of a develonment plan for the whole of Palestine,
especially of the sparssly populated regions, the object of which will be the_
exploitation of the national resources of Palestine (Qi}, potaeh, irrigation,
etc.) The dquleﬁﬁght nlen can be carried out.with the aid of UNO so that

it will be able to ensure beth the absorption of immigretion ey the Jews amd
the rising of the staﬁdard cf living of the Arabs.

These fundamental principles, if applied tc the solution of the preblem
of Palestine, will be able to create in this countr" the best conditions for -
both its peoples, avoiding thc defects inherent in cther plans and laying the
foundations o{ a,free national and political development of the nations of

Palestine. A4 solution based on thesc lines is in agreement with the spirit

R

/of the UNO

leig L .

]
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.qi}the,UﬁO¢¢haf£er ard dould briﬁg:aﬁopt the conversion of Pagestine from a
"country'endangering tﬁe peace of tﬁe world into a peaceful State, contribut%pg
-to the strengthening of peace throughout the world, as an equal ameng equals

" within the framewori of the United Nations Organization.

It hes to be kept in mind ﬁhat in ordef to carry into effect the
isoiutian of the pfoblém of Palestine on the &bove-mentioned lines, a period
, ;_of transition mey be necessary, dqring which, with the aid of the above-
mert ioned special commission of UﬁO, this settlement, which will secure the
netional independence of the two pecples in a free Pelestine, will be carried
out. | | '

Qur pronosal guarantees to each people the inalienable right of
secession an¢ crestion of a separate statg, and‘therefore our proposal of
territorial federalism is based not on force and compulsion but on the free
will of both peoples of Palestinz to unite,

The ;dvantcfxge cf our proposal rests upon the fact that in the very
strucﬁure of the federal state suf ficient saféguards ere provided for the
sovereignty of both peoples and conditions for free associztion are provided.
Thus there is ne reed of'the interference cf a third party. There is no
. danger of deadlock, since the risht of secession will compel both peoples to
asree, The vital interests of the two peoples of Palestine specially demand
the territorial integrity of Paleétine (as we have proved rererding the
possibilities of development, immigration and the realization of its true
independence)., From all thet has been seid it is easy to see thet ?his plan,
the principles of which we have here expounced, embodies all the advantages
of tﬁe other plans (inclﬁding the pertition plan), cxcluding their short-
comings. For whilst our proposals recommize the ri-ht cf cach of the
pgoples of Palestine, to form its own State and make use of its sovereign
political rights, they do not deprive the other people of its rights and do
not stfike at the territorial integrity »f the country, the possibilities
of its development and 2bsorption of immigretion.

/Two conditions
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~economic existence, I shall only show three examples.

Two condltlons are 1mperat1ve for the rea-fzetlon of thls plan;}

-,

The 1mmed1ate term1natlon of the Briti Mandate, abolltlon

of the foreign admlnlstratlon, the evacuation of all’British"forces:;

and liquidation of their military beses in this country without

delay.

The irntention of the leaders of the British Empire at the time .

of the BelfouereE;erﬁﬁionvas not consideratisn for the needs of

the Jewish people, but the creation of a naticnal minority in the =

Mlddle m?st which would serve them as an excuse ,to fi-ht the asplray;

tions of natlonal independence of the frab nations. The strengthen-v

ing and the naticnal consolldaplon of the Jewish Yishuv have un-
covered the unbridgeable.contradﬂxion’between our people, an op-
pressed colonial people striving for its freedom, end the,intention%
of the Empire's leaders. Thus was born the struggle of national
libe:ation of the Jewish Yishuv.

By its policy of "Diyide and Rule", and the fostering of
naticnal hatred and with the help of the reactionery leadership .
among'i Lh peoples, imperialism has succeeded to turn the justified
fight against”itself into a fight'between the peoples (7 this |

country. Today, though, wide sections of the Yishuv realize more

-

cleerly every day who is their real enemy. It becomes apparent .thai

under the skiss of Palestine there is no room both for a fl owering
and developing Jewish Yishuv and British rule., That is the source

of the mess resistance movement which grew in the Yishuv. Realizin;

this faet, the leeders of the British Empire have started a campaig

of repression aghr’nst the Jewish Yishuv in order to destroy it as

a national entity, as a netion. Such a campaign is aimed to destro;

the economic basis of the Jewish Yishuv, strike at its political
life, and undermine its morale,
Mr, Chalrman, Gentlemen of the Comm1551on, I will not tire you

with a descrlptlon of the systematic destruction of the Ylshuv's

1

,/1)The estimated




'1‘i§ The estlmated 1ncome of the Garefﬁment for the year l9h7&3
:_alf 23 5 mlllloﬁ, Of this only 2.5 mlllwons are from income tax,
”mmereas 10.5 million come from taxation of the populetion's essedﬁ
tial commcdities, : | 5

2) ' The only commercial institution, seemingly a very poo; one
‘thgt is exempt from duties, tax or any oﬁher obligations is the
fB;itiﬁh/bil‘CQmpeny, I.P.C., in the concession of which we read as

follows: "...to carry out and establish on the territory of

A

" Pelestine buresus, pumping stations,'workshops, «os means of trans-
portation on the laﬁd, on the ses2 £nd in the air, telegraph and
tele phone installations ;.;Refineries ;..InCOme free from any tax,

“duties or any other import taxes on all goods; tools. Only the
s company Will have thé right to im:cse poStal dues, lighting dues .;
dn shivs entering the coast of the company. To keep an armed
force..;not only for the case of'mﬁtiny, disturbances, war, but als
ior'thé case of strikes and lock-outs...." This compan& which ful-
“fils no obligation whatsoever towards the state, which lets its
by-products flow into the sea, to prevent the growth of any chemi-
cal 1ndustry that mlght compe*e w1th I C I - has in these last

j&;ys obtained spe01al permlsSLOn of the Gw ernment ©© in¢rease the

» price-of kerosene by a further 9 percent.

_ That the inflationary trends are caused by the Government's
prlicy of buying in dear merkets, may be pr - =~ by the fact that

"while the general high cogf of living incer s 276 points, the
index. of cereal prices for 1946 wss 374, tnat of fodder 502, and
of cattle for slaughter - 554 points.

Ls we have already pointed out, the pclitical regime intends
to break the power and mi '* of the Yishuv. Here also are a few
:facts:

'k) Discrimination in CGovernment empl._yment. A Jewish supernumera

Apolicemaﬁ gets 16, 688 pounds pe. month; the allowance for wife and

~child is 3 512 pounds, while the same allowarce for a British polieg,
‘ . /man whose 4

T . . - . o
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,;man whose w1fe and Chlld have heen tran é&tgd pbnEnglaﬁd"is~2517’fv

€ T
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’pounds apert from hls pay!

B) Discriminstion before the law, Jing .to regulations pub- B
lished in the Palestwne Gazette of January the 28th 1946 - page 152
extreaordinary issue No. 1470 - the death nenalty is incurrsd by f;f

any person who is a member of ?.. any group...of perscns, any one .

« o 0f wnom has commltted...terrorlst act1v1t1es..." On the o1_}:_her‘f';:}»"""E
hend only two deys age the murderer of Esther Tobi. (a soldier.who; ;”
without any reason shot and killed a girl of 18 standing in'a bus}ff
queue) was sentenced to five yéars ;mprisbnment, and even this isfji
an isolated case where the autl-rities were forced to find out tﬁe?j?
identity cf the murderer. The case of Major Farran uncovered,a;l[f 
the rot of the form of ‘Government in the country, the existencevéf S
"Specipl squads" amcng the police,ltheksystem under which any

soldier cor policeman mey, withcut h9v11g to eccount for hlS actlons;

B t

decide the fete of peonle. .The boy Rubo itz wes ﬂuraered durlng a:

"voluntpry investi getinn® by e jor Ferran, as exactly any 1nhab1tan?
of Pclestlne may be arlestea any day on any corner, and then mur= |
dered aurlng"ﬂddltlnnal investigaticn®.

Durlng the lest two days we have been witnessesto martial law
and curfew in Naq;éﬁyé, attempted repe of a girl by soldiers ip Teli
Ayﬁv, alarms in Jeruéelem. Is it noﬁ obvious that underlying thiéff
system is the clear will to bresk the morale of the Yishuv?

C) 111 this happens at a time when death-sentences have become‘é»‘
deily occurrence (just now the death sentence on three ycuths hds
Been confirmed, and as is noted by the"Londof Tribune", at a time g
when Kesselring, the murdere. of thousands of people, had his
sentence commuted; these three youths, who had tried to free priSoh;
ers, have not received a pardon.) It hepnens at & time when. Jews,,
who, under trémendcus difficulties and untold suffering, reach the
shore of the country and are agaln sent to concen cation camps -‘f

with tear-gas, baton-charges, and rifle fire. . /These'things7:




i ) .
} to do with terrerist .ctivities to be explained, as, for instance,

‘of pecple because of their pOthlcal views, Had it been true that'

. _stamp out terrorism, how is the persecution of people (investiga- ¥

.‘in~the case of the leaders of the Yishuv, or of members of our"/

-~ orgenization, the Pelestine Commuriists Union, explained?
. . Ve

These thlngs happen fbllowrng a. long tradltlon of persecutlon

{

~all these~repre351ve measures are being carried out in order to

tiens by the C.I.D., tnking of fingerprints, etc.) who have nothing

v ,
That this tradition is one of long standing, and has been well

established long before there were any acts of terrcrism is evident

from the fact that Miss S. Zabari, who is sitting next to me, serye

R

~ five years in the jails of Palestine, and our President, Meir Slomi:
wes imprisoned for six years. In our written memorandum, submitted
to the Committee, we extensively described the political regime and

the T-gislative and executive activities cf the Palestine Governmen

-

From the aforesaid it clearly appears that any rectificaticn

of the present situstion and the reslization of a democratic plan

.can only te béﬁed:upnn the abolition cf the dependence of Talestine

L

2. .
upon Britain, in whatever form. This is to be achieved by fulfill-

i

ing two conditions _ -
a) The liquidation of the Briq}ég/ﬁandate, the withdrawal of

British troops, bases, police and administrative apparatus.

b) The internstional recognition of the independence of

‘Palestine and of the right cf its peoples to nationa%/;élf-deter-

mination up to secession (this point has been elucidated in pera-

7 graph.3 above. )

1

At the time the varicus proposals were put forward, there have

- been a great variety of calculations as tc the swupperters and op=-
ponents of those proposals. But in most cases those calculations

- -did not materialize.

‘We Hebrew Comhunists regard ourselves as one of the'most loyal

?-champlons of .the, Hebrew worﬁlng/flass in Palestine. Among the

. L
~ ' ofgorking' ¢lass,




Wofking'CléSS;_Withiﬁ'tﬁe’G@ngrél‘Fédéagﬁi6g~éf‘Jéwish~'abour,bnl?:i
60 percent expressed themselves in fa#bur'of the,ﬂBi;zéire" pro- o
gramme, the political programme of the Yisﬁuvfs leadership,YWhile* "
LO percent Were, and are against this plan. Forty percent of the -
Jewish working class, 3= found expression at the lgst'elections,"
desire a solution in the spirit qf a national democratic programme;~‘
in the spirit of recognition of the neighbouring people and of air  
liance with the democratic forces the world over. '
»We do not claim that, all those accept ocur programme as pﬁt'
forward to you. We only wish~to stress thét they 211 have a Comméngf
besis and 2 common fundamental ettitude to the problem. :b
If the recommendetions of the Committee'be in the spirit of Wh{ 
has been rrorosed by us in the foregoing, thst will ugﬁbubtéd%y o
help to consolidate the democratic forces within the Yishuv to-
strengthen‘those who heonestly seek the way towerds a just and»demééfi
¢ratic sclution of the probiems of Falestine. . .

Due to the un-democratic ban of the Jewish fAgency Executive i

upon the eppesrance before the Comnlttee cf the gpw051tlon partles,

]

‘ Hatzalr and the “hdgt/hvoua we thlnk that notwith=

the Hashom

standing the differences between our spe01flc p051t10n, as haS'been j

,exPounded here,‘and the posmtlon sf the above-mentloned pcrtles, wev»

" did service tc our common cause.

We hope that your activities will advance the solution of thé ﬂf
problems_of our 'much suffering country, and help our Jewish bfeth;;;:
ren, who havehbeen driven to the verge of desperation by the Ang1p+ “
Saxon rulers oi .the varicus occupation zones, and who regard Paleét i
as -the only place of theif'redemption. The Jewish Yishuv increasiﬁ;;

ly comes to see this struggle for its netionel independence .as the 9 

decisive struggle, a question of 1life and existence. We are sure

that ih this struggle the Yishuv will be victor and not surrender,
Jjust in the same menner .in which it's brethren in every quaeper of

the world have held out -through many years of persecutions and dark B

_ ness, carrying forward the light and hope of freedom, ' .-
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7. CHATRMAN: T thank you. You have filled up all.thr time al-
- lotted to you, and therefore T think we shall go on to the ques-
S *

‘ /
.ticns and answers. 1

- How many members are there in your Union?
A M. PREMINGER: Nine hundred.
©. B CHAIRM/N: Hawve you a pdper?

?(7}“ Mr, PREMINGER: We have a weekly'paper.

| "CHAIRMAN: ' How meny ccpies are printed?

Mr; BREMINGER : It is printed in 3,000 copies.

© CHAIRMAN: How many do you reckon your followers are - the fol-

" lowers of your -Organization?

Mr. PREMINGER: Some:thousands;

JHAIRMAN: You put.forward a scheme for a federal state. The
);"Working of a federal state depends very much on the sifting out of
o pOWers between ﬁhe different states and the federal government.

& Which speciel questicns had you thought would be reserved for the

: federal government? ‘

| ‘Mr. PREMINGER: All the questions of development, relations

FQWith other countTies, financial questions; also the working cut of

'i a scheme of deﬁd.opment which-can enable the absorption of large

grant of Javish immigration.

‘ A ’.CHAiRMAN; "No more “unctibdns for the federal government? I
mean, in the federal state you have to make up your mind which
-functions you will gzive the partition stated and which functions

ﬁ4you will reserve for the federal government. What I’ask is,
whether the functions vou menticned were the only cnes you thought}
world be left to’ﬁhe federsl government?

* Mr, PREMINGER: I think they are.
Mr. BLOM (Netherlands): In the statement we have just heard
ifthere'are several places where it speaks of federation of a bi-

;ynational.state orgenisation, with free and equal rights of 211

(sinhabitents up to secession.. We have heard that the‘'idea is that
| ’ o, Av,(: ‘A : ' /fhere,wil;'be

|




‘;}there will be Jewxsh dlstrlcts, Arab dlstrlcts, and mlxed dlstrlcts
I should llke to know how could secession be materlallzed 1n m1xed
dlstrlcts? _

Mr. PhEMiNGER: We think the question is a broad one becaueef;i
there are‘only two possibilities. The right of secession —'the' -
right of self-determinatici including the right of sece531on - 1s ‘f
the only guarantee whlch cen convince each of those peaples that |
~ there is no p0551b111ty of domlnatlon on- behalf of the other people
So 1f both peoples agree to accept that gua”antee and agree to llve :
together in one united stete for their own good, for their own '
development, because they think that the pertition scheme is wdbse;}.
‘then there is a possibility of establishing the above-menticned -"T
federsl state. But in the other case, if those elements whiph‘afgifd
opposing a common solution of the Palestine problem are on top.of”h;w
the peoples, there is no questicn thet then there wil%be parti?ish;hl

There are only two questions, two possibilities. Either both g
peoprles will agree to live together under ‘the. guarantee of theh :
right of secession, or there must be partition. I think it is "
obviocus; there is no third possibility. But we think both peoplesjf

,will recsgnise their own good. They will .recognise that the par-a'f
tltlon scheme will only bring new and harder oppression than beforeﬁi
and they will agree tc accept that guarantee of the right of selfa dk
determine tlen, including the right of secession, and w1ll unite 1n'?
one common Palestinian State. |

Mr. BLOM (Netherlands) Do I understand that you would have a',
referendum letting the pecple themselves de01de whether they. w1ll i
live together in one bi-national state or have a part1t10n9'v

Mr, PREMINGER: We think that the immediate steps which wer
are propOsing before the Committee are, to decide ih the_September
ASSembly to abolish the Mapd%;e, to,evacuate the foreign tfoops‘and,
‘to hand over the'question of Palestine to a provisional assembly g

elected by Jews and Arabs on a parlty basis, which, with the help
/and ass1stance




~"’peonles w1ll be against a solution like this. We think it is im-

ifthctlons Assembly in September reaches a decisicn like this, 1t will

H

'8

”“}1lshment of the unlted state. Then certainly both nations must

'Wfﬁ@901d%vto vote democratically within both netions; either they

:gilassembly, touether with the help of the Unlteﬂ\yatlons: will de°1?9 (f

fﬁt‘all the other questlons. I agree with you that the Palestine

‘-fp0531ble to 1nfluence the pewer of the United Nations. We think
'lbithe solutlon of the problems of the peoples is a matter first of

‘?;;all for the peoples: themselves, but we hope that if the United

jﬁilslve”an oppO?tUnltY.tO the democratic elements in both peoples to -
f;ﬁriSe, Strengthen their forces and to convince their peoples that
Yﬁll; ls}better to decide iﬂ‘favour'efia united state than in favour
:°f,5f'avﬁartiti9n‘scheme,‘which.willﬁonly bring a lot of harm, dis-

ﬁf;turbanpes,:murder, etc., for both peoples of Palestine.

0 His queotlon was, assuming that there is going to be a state of the

-5‘{structure that you propose, but later on when other states want to

/ment of a unxted state, a questlun lof separatlon should arise, then

i SRR A s

i }me Wlll be in the seme 51tﬂ°t1rn as we were in before the estab-

- went to be together, or they went to be two separate states.
'3~therfifst»deoision'will be teken; whether they want to have a

is to be established.

g

and a551stance ef a speclal eummlttee elected ﬁ* +he above-mentlonef
B W

AN

CHLIRM/ :.‘I think Mr, Blom's question aimed at something else.

~secede, how is that going to be brought about?
‘Mr. BLOM (Ketherlands): That was my first question.

Mr, PREMINGER- I am sure thﬂt in case, after the establlsh-

wpt an

Mr, BLOM (Netherlands): My second questio% wes how they think

‘referendum before the United MNetions decides on what form of state

Mr. PREMINGER: If the United Naticns fissembly will decide in

7;‘faveur of our propossls, we think the United lati ons must ask the

'7peop1es themselves, and there is no doubt that then there must be

:erlectlons or votes between the two peonles in Palestine. But

'fjfurthermore, we are- sure that sdch a decision of the United Nations

fwill -




-

-ty to back those reactionary leaders in both sections. ’We'have man:

- percent. That wes the situetion in F-lestine before the decisiun

\ﬁH »{4;
wiii givgjthéipoééibilit§‘t5'éhé‘deﬁabraﬁié'fafces £é ri$é éﬂa?toff;
ccnvince their peoples in fan;r of a.commcn solution.  On the
top of both naticns in Falestine there have been people who Wéféf7;i
against such a sclution and whe were in favour either -of a’ one=- |
nation state or cof a partiticn scheme; but we think that the'dpéfit:
portunity may be given to the British Government to'incite thé- A

peorles of the two countries, one ageinst the other, the opportuﬁiég

exemples of such a backihg;'for instance, in the past when a;mayér;;
of Tel Aviv was elected abcut twelve years ago, Mr, Chlouch,'tﬁeJ5ff
Government decided in favour of ansther mavor of Tel Aviv ahd’thé&éx
put in Mr. Rokach, and since then the Government did 211 it could 7:
to prevent any new elections in Tel !viv and aided thé reactiohéry‘
rulers in the Tﬁi/é;iv fsameil to prevent thoseelecticns. But Wg>g
think such a decision of the United Naticns will help to democrétiéf
the inner life of bcth peoples in Palestine and will help to bfingl
to the top those demceratic forces in favour cf our proposals. o
Mr, BLOM (Netherlands): Do you think the majcrity of the
Jewlsh pecple, fof exemple, will vocte in another direction ffom
the one in which they have voted ncw when elections such as you f g
visualize are put through? | f i
Mr. PREMINCER: 'In the last electicn to the largest and most‘;
important we®anization within the Jewish ¥ishuv, the Jewish Federa-
tion of Labowr. the majority party, Msgei, who favours mostlj'ﬂow |
a partiticn scheme or a scheme of one-nation state, got only’abodﬁ
53 percent nof all ths,elections. On the other side, theoppositaﬁn
parties, the Heﬁpzﬁgir Hatzair and the A%guf Avoda, got about 40  -

of the United Nations. But I:am sure that in case of such a de-
cision, the peoples of Palestine, especially my own penple,<the'

"/Jewish Yishuv,




Jewzsh YlShHV; must de01de, anu must de01de elther 1n favour of

a scheme Wthh does not give it anythlng but harm, as I told you ] 
. §
',before, or in favour of the p0551b111ty'of_establlshment of a

;fstete which will‘grant the naticnal independence of my own people,

" the Jewish Yishuv. So I think it will be possible for the’ demo-

*-e%étic’forCes to -convince the Jewish YisHuv in favour of ‘siich a
o |- _
fproposal as we put forward to you.

CHAIRMAN Any more questions? Then I thank you.

ﬁ?fl We have ‘now gone through the agenda and the hearing is
'edjourned. If there are going to be more public heerings it will
he announced in the prorer way.

.The hearing is adjourned..

(The meeting adjourned at 12:29 p.m.)



