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Jerusalem, Palestine
uednesda. , 16 July 1947, at 9:00 a.ekle .
PRESENT: : g
The CHAIRMAN: Mr., Sandstrom © Sweden
» , Mr. Hood . = , - fxust;ralia 3
T Mr, Rand ' © Canada :
Mr. Lisicky . .+ Cgechoslovakia
Hr, Garcia Granados Guatomala
Sir Abdur Rahman . - India
- M. Entezam Iren
. o Mr., Blom ' fetherlands
VAT lr, Garcia Salazar .. -  Peru o _ :
-7 .-t My, Fabregat L T Urugaay T T e
‘ HMr, Simic Tugoslavia,
L' SUCRBTARILT: Mr. Hoo v ..  issistont Secretary-General
s lir, Gareia Robles Secretary '

CHAIRLEN 5 L call the meeting to order.
' three points: '
The agenda for today's hearing corrba:.ns/ hea.r_.ng of representatives oi‘
(Waad Hair)
the Council/of the Ashke.m.gi.c JerSh Coanm’oy hearing of erI‘CSGntdblVGS oi‘
Genersl . :

the /Fodembion of Jewish Labour, and hea ring of rvaresentatlves of 'bhe Jewish
agency for Palest:‘me v ‘

Can we adopt this agenda?

(Mo objection)

CHAIRHN: It is adopted.
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"Hearln':‘ o:f.‘ representatives oi‘ the Counc:.l (Waad Ha.u-) of the "Ashken §le mea.sﬁy
e S understand that for the Asihik cnaz:l. Jew:.sh Conummlty two pc‘rsons are going

. l'Be‘;:spéak--Hla L.m._nence t Ch:.cf Rnbb:\., J. H¢ Dusch:l.nsky, and the Presn_dent of
" "bhe Fellglous?tiouris Rabbi~Selig Reuben Bengls.
I recognlae his Eminence the Chief Raobbi Dusechinslgy,

_ Rabbl DUSCBLII\SKY (Chle Rabbi of OrthodOf Jewry of J erusr«len ond-the -

5

£~'Holy Land): / 8 glt{l%a e re%m Gentlemen, in the name of the Rabbinate and the

Rel:,glous Law,Courts of orthodox Jewry of the Holy City and of the Holy Land, and
in the name of thousands of orthodox Jews who are loyal to the tradition of the

. 'pécéple of Isracl as the hat_io‘n of @od and His teachings, and in the name of

* thousands of orthodox Jews who are organized in the Council of Asl%azic Jewish

P rd

Clo_mmnitytpf Jerusalem, I have the homour to welcome you upon your arrival in

: 'ﬁhe;ﬁoly Land on your exalted mission with vﬂlich:yod hqvc 1?ebn entfu.sted. ‘l:ry~ the
,‘ll}a:c,iqﬁsof the world, to inquire into the‘vax"ic')‘us'“prob’lcms mc tc find a suiteble
, and Jjust séiﬁtion :Ln orcier to rcsto;-c; Rc.aac‘:e in the Holy Land, |
It is o&r belief: aind hope that the Creator of til}e" world, our Father in
. Hoy,yon, will bﬁng about eternal’rcdemptién to tlic people of Isracl, TYct ve also
ﬁ'*béliéve that the hearté of Kings and Goverrments are in the hand of‘God.‘ Jou
G=ntleme;1 have "£he providential lnrﬂ; vilege of being chargéd- with that 1§f ty task

| and tﬂls/wﬁy we kindly recauest yow to do' justice to thosé deprived of Justlee.
~ The. ‘ﬂassacre of millions of our brcthren in the Diaspora has aerady been
.r_po‘inted out: to you by ¥ various Speakers, I cannot howeVOr, but plead for the

' remalndef of. our pcople R especmdlly the survivors of those thousands of ruthlessly
. wg‘g e

.murdercd victims whom I ~have known peroonallv, anc I :meloro you to render help

and assistence by opening thc, gates of b h& Holy Land, the Land of our Porefathers,

“in accordance with its absq/ptlve capacity, for there can be no reason for

opposing this appeal on behalf of the rescue of those survivors,
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e pray thiot the blessings of I'rovidence be with you end with all your
activities so that rcscue and life may flow from your decisions anc quictude and
peace for thc cti.spersed.sons of Israelamd all citigzens of the Holy Land,

hs loyal delegates of t he highest forum of huimnity, the legal successor of
the defunct Leoaguc of lHations, we appesl to you to inquirc clso into the following

infringements of thelr riphts and the discriminatory treatment from which orthodox

£

JOWI’:)F. suffer:
(a) TDuring the period of the llé.ndatc the rights of orthodox Jewry in the
Diaspora, uho had for centuries immigrated into the loly Land, have suffered by
the fact that their immigration quota was recuced by graﬁting immigrati;m schedules.
through the Jewish Agency. This infringement resulted in the serious det,eridre.tibn :
of religion in the Holy Land which had been on a setisfactory 1c;vél until then,
(b) The Govermnént of Palestine has officially recognized the Commmnity

. 7 -
i . . .
Councils knowm as "Knes_;e'ﬁh Isracl', who do not recognize the authority of the

Holy Lawr, and orthodox Jews may ’c,herei"orc not beloné to such commnities in
accordance with the tradition of our forefathers. Although that is the reason %7?/
Governnent hawving granted the right of opting out of the "Knesseth Isracl®,

it dic not,'on the other hand, wish to recognize‘ officiéll:;‘ the separate corninilhi“hy
Councils in which orthodox dewry is organized and also refured to grant legal

LR g

sanction for the authority of their Religious Law Courts and Rabbinate,

I therefore request you to consider most carefuily the detailed statcment
subriitted to you n.:\ncl ssimultancously with your endeavours for a just solution of the ;
general problem;s of the Holy Land,T cxh:rt you to bring about the fulfilment of our
special and just demsnds, | |

liaz the command of the ALlwmighty -~ the line of justice‘ and ﬁ*uth - serve and
guide you so that your names may forever shine on the amnals of the Holy Land, the

senctity of wihich is eternal, And let the beauty of the Lord be upon you and upon |

the work of your hands,

=
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Rabbi Selig Reuben BENGIS (President Religious Law Courts,

(Rabbi Bengis spoke in Hebrew and the following is the translation of his

»speech):‘

His Eminence the Chief Rabbi of orthodox Jewry in the Holy uity and of the

Holy Land spoke to you briefly and in general terms and I have the honour to

address you on the following vital points,

Let me begin with a few general ramarks which are of interest to us on
account of their religious aspectse -

deal with immigration,
I shall flrst/Settlement in the Holy Land being one of the commandments

of the Lord, has not lost its validity during any period in history, In addition

the fulfilment of many other commandments of the Holy Law depend on the soil

f of the Holy Land., This is why orthodox Jews throughout the ages heve

I

“endeavoured to settle in the Holy Land as explained in Part I, paragraph 2 of

4
.

the statement submitted to you by our Council,
However, in our days the imporﬁance of this problem of immigration

increases mightily on account of its potential life s-ving aspect. Our

brethren the survivors of an unprecedented mass slaughter, who are now behind
barbed wire in many a qgﬁéf-are losing thelr will to live as days go by and it

is imperative that they be rescued from the abyss of psychological decadence,

- This is why we appeal to you gentlemen, to help them in their present

demoralising state of restricted ex1stenue.

It is clezr that in addition to any other place of refuge that might
possibly be discoverad for them, this Holy Land must be and is ready to be
their principle haven of secufity and haorpiness,

From the bottom of our heart do we nddress you on this international stage:=

ﬁHave we not all one Common Father? Has not one God created us all? Fulfil

' then your brotherly duty and love towards these downcast brethren.

note the follow1ng detailsie

In connection with the question of immigration I kindly request you to

//’
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©(a) Past exporience proves that orthodox Jewry who have always 9b§§rved and
uphéld £he relig;ous ties and historical connections between the People of

Isréel.and the Laﬂd.cf Israel.and who for centuries immigrated into this
Holy Land ﬁninterruétealy, ﬁave been discriminated against within the framework

of general Jewish immigration, by the authorities in cherge of sucﬁ immigration '

for a very considerable time during the period of thg Mandate. And even upon
the intervention of7ggverﬂment, only a‘very small number of immigration
ceriificates were made navailable through the medium of the Jewis%/ggé;cy,
channels which are against our conscience, as explained in part I, paragraph‘é
of cur statement,

(b) The catastronhe that befell European Jewry during the Second World Wer _
was a disaster for the cntire Jewiéﬁ'éeople gnd especiaily for grihodox Jewry
in the Diaspora which has suffered to such an enormous extent,

Justice requires, therefore, that at a time when the nations of the ¥orld
wish to compensate'the Jewish people for its untold sufferings, that this just
retribution come from your hands and not through channels which may suppress
religious conscience. That is why we ask that the United Nations Organization
decide that Jewish irmigration ih future be the direct responsibility of the
Government of this country and all those who are_in need of immigration shall
be free to benefit directly by such arrangements, ,

' The serious limitation§ of the lagg/laws as at present in .
force in the Holy Land discriminate beﬁween Jew and non-Jew and they are in
open conflict with the United Nations Ch%;pér. While Jews are free to acquire
land in any independent ccuntny,here in the Holy Land, where one of the
Commandments of the Holy Law specifically requires Jews to settle, we are barred
from.buying land even if such Jewish prospective buyers are Palestinian born and
loyal citizens.

Permit me to add a few words regording Jeivusalems

Jerusalemibhe HQly City,whose sanctity ranks higher than that oflany other

town in the Holy Land,has.beeﬁ chosen by clrthodox Jewry for permanent settlement
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in any period, This city has alway§ occupied a ﬁnique position in as much that
even at the tlme of Jewish Klngdoms,when'the hhole of the country was d1v1ded
into districts on the basis of the Tribes of Israel, Jerusalen was never divided.
Thls Holy City is now ddomed to stagnate in its present p051tlon since it has
‘no. chen;ps for further development on account of the strangulatlng and laws
whlch are effective alsc in the District of Jerusalemf Every important town

‘ shall
in the world is being pebuilt and continues to expandj. .i the town of God shall

be feﬂ%ered for ever?

This ié also why we demand the abolition of the existing Land Laws for

- the renrsons ocutlined in paragraph 7 of Part I of our memorandum,

The Ashkenazic Jewish Community Council: I now come to the demands of

our Couneil which are based on Article 4 of your'Terms of Refercnce, A4s a
Rabbi of more than fifty years standing I have had the privilege to see two

generations of the most authoritative Religious Heads in Israel. I am

- therefore able to sequaint you with the binding religioﬁs opinion concerning

the management of Jewish public affairs. Acecording to our Holy Law any Jewish

eommunity organization must satisfy all religious requirements since otherwise

decisions of such Council carry no weight or binding force,

Fcr'the-peopie of Israel and the Lay of Israel are one. And as a people or as

a public comrmunity Israel is but considered in relation to its Torah. The

basic cinditions for all arrangements in Jewish public affairs is the

recognition of the Holy Law in such affairs by clecting as its representatives

the Religious Heads of the community who are loyal to the Traditions of our Law,

That is the reason why orthodox Jews can never recognize the Jewish Lgency as the
gepresentptiv; body of the entire Jewish people as envisaged by the handate,

. However, the problem of the foundation of Jewish Community Councils in the

loly Land is one of the most painful. Official recognition has so far oply been

Aven to community comeils of the Vaad Leumi known under the name "Ktssseth
‘sraelt, for example, Councils who have so far refused to embody in their

~ gbatutes the fundamental requirements of our Holy Law, notwithstanding the clear

o
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verdict given by eminent Robbis and Scholars of the Law and a decision of the’

greatest Religious iuthoritics in Isrnel that the basis of all such councils mpst» ;
rest on thc recognition of the authority of Torch in Jewish Public Affairs. As
a fcsult of the refusal of the Vand Leumi to fulfil those religious condition§ 
our Rabbis have nt the time prohibited the affiliation of dur cormunities to the
Vaqd:Leumi;»vDetdilétare to be found in Part II of our memorapdum,'pafagraph iQ;  1
‘ It should be pointed out thnt the rules of the Kneggéth Israel of the
Vaad Leumi of the year 1927 are based on the Re%}éious Cormunities Ordinance, 1926.1
The intention of the legislator wes to create religious communities, Jowish and
other, that is to sy a commuity council loyal to the Law of Israel. Yet the
rule s of the Vead Leurdi are in onen conflict with the religious requirements of
the Hcl& Law,

Justice requires thot religicus affairs of 8rthodox Jewry who havg hut
fulfilled their duty by lesving the community of the Vsad Leumi ghall not be |
suppressed end th-t their own community councils shall benefit tco the s~me gxtgnt_
by official rccognition as those community councils th=t have refused to incorporde

the basic conditisns of Religious Law in their statute, for example, to enable

orthod>x Jews to orgnnize in ofiicially recognized cormunity councils throughout
the country in accordance with the spirit of their religious censcience,

X i The Council of the ishkenagic Jewish
Cormunity, Jorusalem, which continues the Tradition of the Jewish Yishuv in
Jerusnlen as develovned throughout the centurics has received assurance in writipg
from the Geheral Officer Commanding Pritish Occupotion Forces at the beginning
of the Milit~ry Occupstiin of Palistine that the rights of our community will be
safeguarded together with those of other communities. However, with the inception
of civil government in tiis country ~fter the confirmation of the landate, eventy
developsad to tpe cetriment of organized Orthedox Jewry. Our community councily
the first of its kind in this country, which represents th-ousands of ©rthodox

Jews who do not belong to the Vaad Leumi and who look after their own religious

needs, by maintaining their own Religious Law Courts, Ritual slaughter, registration

‘ . v i . o
I N . i
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- of marriasges, rendering of certificatcs, social welfare, etc,, suffer from the
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lack of official ?ecognition of their ~ctivitices in this field. In particular
the withholding of recognition of jurisdiction over personal status from ocur
Rabbingte and Religious Law Courts is in open contradiction to the very British
éssuraﬁce referred to shove, the text of which will b?’fcund in Appendix I of our
memorandum. It is furthennore contrary tc paragraph 7 of the Mand-tg which
requires the Mandetory Power to honour and -reserve the personal status and _
positicn of religious instituti ns of the various communities in the country. It

thus appears that our Christian neighbours heve benefited ' to a far greater

degree than orthodox Jewry in as much as official recognition was granted to

-every Christian community, even in cases where very few members belong to

such communities, and certainly far less than the number of our own members,

The present position as regards our Council runs counter also to the
requirements of pérqgra;h 15 of the kandatejin which connection I refer in
particular tc the two questions asked by the Permqgént Mandates Commission
as described in Part I, paragranh 12 of our memorandum,

On the just solution of the invidicus position of the érthodox Jewry
in the Hbly Land depends the strengthening of our Holy Law, which will also
improve the general position in the Holy Land nas pointed out by his Hminence
the Chief Rabbi of the Holy City and the Holy Land.

it the end let me thank you for this opvortunity to place before you

'the opinion of erthodox Jewry and their just demands and we are ccnvinced

that these opinicns will be useful in coming to a just sclution of the problems

confronting you.

In the name of Orthodox Jewry of Jerusalem and the Holy Land may I express

.the hope that as you find & generally acceptable and just solution of the problems

of the Holy Land you will also succeed in assisting 9orthodox Jewry which is at
present degraded to a community censisting of second rate citizens, in regaining
their position which is due to them as requested in the summary of Parts I and II of
the memorandum, The Lord of Perce and Truth may enlighten you and piteh through

you his Tabernocle of Peace over the Holy Land and the City of Peace, Amen.

I
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CHAIRMANE. I thank you.

I have one auestion bhéb I would like to bave answ.ed., What is the
number of adhererbg to your Gommunity?

Rabbi DUSCHINSKY: We have no exact number. Ve have regis?ered menbers,
and we have sympathizers.

CHAIRMAN: How many registered members are there?

~ Rabbi DUSCHINSKY: Seven thousand ggg&gg§_in Jerusalem, adults, not
coﬁnting their families. This number includes male adults only because only
male Jews are considered members of the Community, The number of nersons
is estimated at sixty thousand, at least.

CHAIRMAN: Your followers?
Rakbi DUSCHINSKY: Our followers.

‘Mr. BLOWM (Netherlan@s): May I ask one guestion, The Rabbi says that
the Religious Courts of the Ashkennalc C5mmunity are not legally recognized,
Nevertheless, Rabbi Bengis calls himself President of the Religious Law
Courts of his Commurdity. I would like to know whether in practice these
Courts give sentences, exercise jurisdiction? What is the le¢gal consequence
of their action in this respect? )

Rabbi DUSCHINSKY: We claim recognition. We are only by sufferance a
Court on grounds of submissions, The members whe ccme to the Religious Court
have to submit themselves 40 an arbitraticn proceeding, snd they have no'legal

right. Their judgments cannot be executed as judgments of a Religious Court, |

only as judzments of an arbitration board,
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ki, BLOM (Nctherlands): Are they rccognized as judgments of an arbiizctica

court, by the civil courts and other religious courts?

_”Rabbi »I_)VUSCHINSKY: The judgments of the.f ax:mrds of cvery arbi'tx;ation are .
4 recognized if confirmed by Athe ordinary cour£s s not only of rcligious courts,
) even of three gcﬁtlcmcn, two gentlemen, or one, sitiing as sole arbitrators,
also, After the court confirms it, it is recognizced.
CH..IRMN: T would likc to put a concrecte quostion to you, If there is
an 1'.shkcnazi. marricd cou")lo who want 2 divoree, can,they go before your court?
Rabipi DUSCHINSKY: UNo, sir, .
CHLIRILN: There is no award given by your court?
Rabbi DUSCHINSKY: Ho.
CHLIRMAN: Does anyore clsc wont tp a sk any question?
(No response. )

Hearing of representatives of the General Federatlon of Jewish Labour,
CHAIRMAN: -Then, I thank you gentlomen,

Rabhi DUSCLINSKY: 1o thank b he Chairmen and the Committcc for granting
us this hcaring. ‘

CHAIRLAN: The next item on the agenda is the hearing of rcpresentatives
of the General Federation of Joviish Lebour., I understend that lir, Rubashov,
¥r,. Lubianiker end lr, Shkelnik arc going to speak fur this Fedoration, Will
you zontlenen please comc to the platform, .

(fr. Rubashov took a scaot at the table.)

CHAIRIUN: I recognize lir. Rubeshov.

lir. RUBASHOV:(The Goneral Federation of Jawish Lzbour in Erctz Isracl
(Pelestine) (The Histadrut): lir. Chairman, and Members of the Cormittec,
at the final stage of your hearings, before you come to make your decision
about the futurc of our country and of our pecoplec, we come to address you on
behalf of the General Fc&bration of Jewish Labour, the largest organization

in the Yishuv -~ for whose ncmbers the developrient o this country end the
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Liboration of this people are a daily task and a life work.

You will find our beasig principles and main rriiges of activities described.

in some detail in the memorandum alrcady submitteds You have doubtless scen
whet. we have achicved in this couni_;ry in the coursc of the numcrous visiks you
hove paid to towns &nd scttlementsg : S
- . . You have seen with your

owin cyes the outcoric of our unranitting campaign sgeinst desolation and the._
hal;*its of ages, You presumably hove telen note of our cfforts to create new
social units on & fimm baéis of cquality, justicc end mexiny co-operation
conjoined with individuel freedom; and you have doubtless found out how the
Hendcotory Govcrrlnont has preomoted, and how it hes obstructed, the grect work
vhich the nations requirced it te aid in this country, If we have now come to
offer oral cvidence, our purposc is only to underlinc our fundemental demsnds;
end to. of for our scrvices in clerifying some deteils or mattors in c;annection
vith wvhich you moy consicder cur informotion to be uscful,

The Gonerael Federaticn of Jewlsh Lebour - usually . referred to Ly its
Hcbrew nane the Hisi\:;i’ilrut - rcpresents the Jewish working class in this
country, which togcther with its denendents is half cf the Yishuv.

The Histadrut docs not sclect its nembers.according to their political,

public or spiritual views, It accepts cvury Jewish worker in the country who

ackes his living by his oum toil and not from cxploitation of others; no matter

whother thet worker lives in town or cownbry, whether ho is a2 nembor of a
co=cperative or belongs to one of the nany different kinds of collective
scttlements, .11 thc trends and currents to te found in the world labour
movenent ond within our ovn corrunity in this cowntry esn bc, ond indeed are,
found within the iistedrut. But onc common bond has brought 21l our members
herc from the lends wherc they were born. Thet bond is the fate of a landless
nation that ilc.s no sceurity rugrrding the norrow; and all of thom arc undked
isy & eommon espiration in thelr work here, They aspire to live a lifc of

dimity, of work, of frecden and of incdependences
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cie
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Our Histadrut is a Labour Movement and o movement for labour. The great "
.w.jbrify of our mashers arc not workers by birth. Just as we came up to our
It ista fundemental priﬁciple for us that our naticnal and humen r cdempbion ‘
xfcquircs us to tike root in every possiblc: kind end grede of work. Our future
depends on thi toil of our hands and our capacity for work. It depends on our
own work, in agriculture, in handicrafts, in industry; b.y lond and by sca.
Only through our own work shall we achicve our restoration and our fubure, Jlnd
that is why we sct out te engoge inarery field of activity ourselves, from the
simplest » roughest and most cxhausting ork upwards, withou§ harming and without
cxploiting any other nation. Ve stcnd for orgen? ed labouwr, e aim to protecct

the worker in covery mammcr possible, to inprove the conditions under vhich

workers live and thce concitions governing productivity; and to raisc the

spiritual and cultural lovel of all the working peoplc within our developing

’ .

socicty.
.nd our }iistedrut is 2 moveament thet is bascd on immigration anc fights
for immigration. then it was founded 26 years ago we had a membership of aboui;
4,400 men and women workers, IHost of them were immigrants from Eastern Europe,
Today 'wo have 170,000 ncmbers, four-fifths of whom have come from abroad.
s whole generation before Buropecan antiscmitism echicved the political

power wherchy to carry out the Satenic »lan of mess murder of the Jews, our

‘lieyoment scnscd the future and called upon Jeiish yoet/h to prepare to come up

to our ebcrnal Homeclend and create here, by the swoet of their brows, the basis
for & frece and independent gothering-place for Jewish meosscs from all the conds

of the world, Whilo the favourable ofzocts of Jc J:LSh r~11a,nc1~3 bion were st:_Lll

at t heir helght our coirades lc,ft thck lo,nds wbe. °C thcy were dwelling and all

,\1,

the prosuccts afforded them there, and took upon themsclves the yoke of scitle-

u ment work in thc wastcs and desolation of our country. The spell of the land

,

_¢id not lic in its weelth, Inthosc days the land was very far indced from

being deseribed as wealthy, Nor did any prospechs of personsl liberty atiract
. : . ,'/ -

,
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thom, Those were the absolutist days of the Ottoman Empirc when ﬂ-éedom-' was
the Last description that could be applied herc. Vhat brought thamwas one
overlasting vision of Jewry- the vj_sion of rcturning to this iand and b_ccoming :
& frec nabion once agein, rooted 1n our owvm soil, living owr own c_ultural'-_‘:
life and a’ssociated wiph 2ll other pcoples as a nation ’of cqual stonding a.nd
equal rights, | |

The Jewish nation has aspircd throughout the cges for full rcdemption,
and its choicest sons have always ycarned, cach in his own wey, to rcturn and
strike firt. oot in the Homclend. Now this aspiration, this ycorning, was |
mede manifest with all its ancient vigour in this youthful torrent, these
young folk who ma:de the Jawish I}abour Hovement, It wes imbucd with a fresh
secizl content, with the spiritsof our generation in its scarch for social and '-
humen bebtérment s and with & sensc of pioncer responsibility for the fate of |
cur Jewish masscs throuzhett thc world, In our own land therc cene into heing
the Joewish worker, vho 1'-:ith his ovm hands fulfillecd the mission of his na.t_ion
end his age: the mission of delivering this land from its desolation, and this
né.tion from its geographical dispersion s nd its political dopendence on others.

‘There is not a single country in 211 the lands of our Diaspora whose young -

" Jows have not participated, in our upbuilding work here. Jnd in all the lands

which havce scen *E:hc ma.ss murder of‘ Jewry the survivors, old and young alike, P
now long and yte/rn to join us, and sccure themselves a futurc here, together
with us.

'In the name. of all thesc myriads we come to demend from you preciscly
whet we have just beon demanding from the World Trades Union Congress of whieh
we arc pert; whet we demanded of the Jsnglo ;@ican Coﬁmittcc of Inquiry before 7.
which we appearcd somc sixteen months ago; and whet we shall never grow weary
of demanding from a rightcous judge, and from whoever may be called upon ho

consider our fat., ue call upon you for freede > immigration: fjbolish the

Whitc Peper wiich sots out to reduce to nothing all the solcmnn British an.

intcrnetionat pledges to the Jewish nation, which is o desthetrep to the Yishuv
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E and fthich condcn.ns f;hc wholc of this cou:;try to be i‘rozcﬁ and strongled, lieke
: 1t poss:.blc, for us to aevelop “the ample blcssmgs concealed in the resources,
‘ycs in thc very desolation, of our ccuntry! Iliake it possible for us to
| turn alJ/ch:Ls into a source of happiness and contcntnont for our own people
‘ and for all the othcr res:Ldents of this country! Givc us the opportunity
.o:i‘ neeting the .reb nation as a nation of equal strtus and cqual nati nal
independence!

If we had come before you a fow yoars cgo, we would have brought the
seme domands in the nanme of hundreds of thousands of organizecd yoﬁng pioncers,
éisporscd throughout ell the lands of Europe, who werc preparing thaasclves .
toke together with us as trairfed, uscful and fé.ithfu’l fallow—workcr:? of o’ufs.
In fheir ovn iifctime they h-d no other desire end no other longing. There
.was no obstuclc, preventing them from coming herc cxcept the lews of the

-landatory Government. But now the furnaces of Trcblinke and Bergcn—Belscn
" have furncd thun to ashes for cver, ‘

’I-;nd whot robs us of 21l rost is the knowledge that at the noment of their
g;;ravcst P.or:il when the enecny wallccl than up within the Ghetto ond cut then
off from the w0rlc. of thec 11v1ng, their choked and anguished cry wes aac.rcsscd
to use First and foremost to us, whom they trusted boundlessly and who, they
werc convinced te their very last breath, would not sbendon thenm to their fote,
bu{; ;rould find o wey of rescuing then.

It wes beyond our powcr to help, le ourscives were in the hands'of those
 who held ﬁs beck by foree, it were in the hands of thosc who tore from us the
only life- bélt that might have been of usc, ond which we had propered for

gcnc;rations ageinst such o doy, B ‘

| Wie have not forgotten this. .nd we camnot forgut this, perticularly
now, whcn thet crror-strlcken <..Jpca.l reaches us once rwore, and we again find
oursclvos holplcss , unable to L,:Ld because of thet seme govcrnmcntel policy,

Thosc hundreds of thousands are no nmore, likc the wholec six million. But
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there arc still hundreds of th.usands of others who, i.‘orttino.tcly for our

nation, have survived the mass murder, The surviving Jews of Surope have scen

cruclty, savagery; ycs, and miracles beyond Lclicf, such as no nen cver saw
before then, They long for iifc ancd, with their eample experience, thcy'aré_
struggling for their futurc, Jbout a quarter of a mjllion.of thesc surviving
dJows arc still kept in ippornment c\eﬂps, without any stotus, without -any |
rights, witheout ony hope for the morrow. They erc being kept in countric‘s‘
vihere tho poisoncus heritege of Hitler still ferments among the po;ﬁule.tion. ‘
Just tﬁink! s m & little while the question of the rulc over thosc'coﬁntric‘s
is tc¢ Le _ivon a new'soluticn, thot will the new authoritics do {ﬂzith those
camps? tho can give eny assurcnec as to what iaéwaitjng then, whon the dut,ij
of finding & solution for thom is entrustcato "the new torritorial cuthorities of
those countries?

In Lustria thoe demand thet Displaced ersons should be renoved from the
country hes alrcady beun made, But to where arc they to be removed?

They are being colled upon to return to the countrics of their origin.
‘ho is it thet scts uut to mockd tii last survivors of our ce.tastrophe? I
personzlly heve just returned from visiting Poland, Only o weck ago I
was stending on thosc piles of ruins under which the whole of vadsh.i.'arsaw
lics buried, liorc then three hundred thousand Jews used to live in this‘:

PRSI s .
then were the best of our spiritual jforces; crcative figures,

capital, imong
writers, workers, roligious lcaders ond artists, the spiritual and material
cnterpriscswhich 2olish Jowry hed accumulated in the coursc of gencrations,

Now a dumb, Ceathlike silence spreads fer and wide over the veriteble ocean

of ruins, as for as the cye con rezcch in all directions! Under thosc ruins,
of ‘ a
still lic the corpscs of thc tens uncn tens of thousands/Juws who were buried

alive.. Our vast orphenhood shouts aloud to us from this red certh covered
with fregments of fellen bricks. . the rescucd Jeows to return there? To

[y

that occan of dcath?

. s

.nd this should be clear: The sifuation in Poland does not depend ont he

attitude of the Polish Government alonc. The Polish Governmont is actively
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: '&m:atting _antiscrqit:isx_m But docs the position of the Jews depend on this
' a.iénc? I have just visited dozens of towns in Poland, citics that had been
vr'cn.ovmcd in Jowish history for long centuries, citics which had been stoeped

. in the very essence of the Jowish croative spirit, Howr there is not so much

" as o mamory of them. The Jews hove b.en murdercd end crc sone, Their place
Hes been s cized upon by others, and there is ne low which cen now restore

| heppiness, quiet and contentrient to Jows of thosc spots. Is it a matter for
-wonder if the overwhclming majority of those who arc still tole found in Poland
wander about like shadows, their cyes and their longings: dirccted to us .

I shall try to make it perfeetly cleer that I an talking of :'-incvi_table
and objective necessitics. To . do -so I shall tell you a talc which comes fron
a; country with a rarec anC magnificient tradition of tolcrance, of absencc of

-én’ui—semitism and olso with an elmost non-existent Jewish commmnity, Until
the rar, there were, I believe, cbout twelve thousand Jows all told in Sweden,

e

and there have never beon any anti-Jowish outbreoks therce throughout the two

0

‘ v.c.cl;ltﬁrics since the Jewdish cor.munity.in Stockholm camc into existence. " During

| tl}_g las_'b few years, Sweden has accepted Jewish refugees and nmade tham welcome,
as you know, lir, Cheirman, wsight thousand Jewish girls were brought there from
o coneccntration camp, I saw some of thom e yeer ago. They came from Hungary
enc. Ccrpetho-Russie, cnd from Lithuania and Letvia, Some of them are the

on :} survivors of great and noble families, Somc of thum cre the sole survivors
of ’gheir native téwns and their cormmmunities,

" In Sweden they have been given rights and work. -But in Sweden there are
gqt. cnough Jewish men with whom they can cstablish freosh femilies and family
life, Accontly a Jeidsh institution, -n-n-Zionist, I should add - conducted
an inquiry as to which of thcm wished to romain in Sweden., The total number
'4 losiring to do so was 53. 4 total of 7,947 rcplied that they did not wish to

stay, and implored to be teoken away,

4re wo going to listen to their entreatics?. Or shall we allow this last
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salvaged humen romnent to perish as well?

I would citc yot another cxample: - In Rumania somecthing has happened
vhich 1s, in itsclf, politicelly irrclevent, being a natural phenomeﬂon,
purc and simplc, which in any case has not the slightest trace of anything
anti-Jewish about it,

Therc werc nc rains in Rumenia this yecar, and there was cvery prospect

The moment this hecame cloar, the carth began to queke under the feet of
the Jows and the Jeiish refugces who are the first "superfluous" persons to'
be fed, Because they arc o defenceless minority, becausc they have no shicld
or protection., Becausc they have no homelend, 4nd above all, becausc this
cvil world has alrcacy scen how the problem of an unwianted end defeonceless
Jowish minority can x scttled,

Haybe you have also come across this prepegenca, which is now being so
skillfully disseminebod with a view to besnmirching the Jdews of the carps?

But we have scen ~nd buceome convineed of two things. Ve have become convinced
first of all that thec felschoods snrced in the days of Hitler by his followers
have talken root in the hearts of meny groups among those who fought against
Hitler, And, sccoﬁdly,in so for as the great catastrophe may have broken their
spirit and driven them towards internal Cangers - the triced end tested cure
for them is in the rusources of our creative work here. lic have the tolisman
with vhich to hcel them. Give us the opportunity to heal them and it will be
to their benefit and our own. e shallr estore their humen dignity to them; :
their hope of a futurc and their pride in creative cffort; and they too will
be treonsforrcd into magnificient pioncers.

‘Then there is anothor cell for heolp. You have heard this appeal, It is
the call of the Jews in the Jrobic-speaking countrics, Choked ond strangled
- though that call nay bu, it pierces to our very heerts, Many Jews from

thdse countries have long been hore with us, pioncers aftcr their own f ashion,

tnd they arc the support of thosc who now so urgently necd a refuge. The Jews
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3 Arebie - speaking countrics have none to aid them, apart from thosc of thom -

-who have alrcady corc herc. Can anyonc imagine that we shall hcar their appesl
ané ignore it? frc we to believe that you will be preparcd to ignorc their

.a.; peal? \

J&:rc ,' therefore, a historic necessity has bucome interwoven with an urgent

nc:cd. j: lofty n-tionel mission is united with an individual thirst for life,

| Economie, moral end political neecds have come togcther cnd bouen transformed

. into an overwheliing notural force. Is it surprising thet no artificial lew
docs, or can, withstond this driving force? Is it surprising that the ships

- stecel a;.cross the foce of the waters in the night, rogirdless of laws and those
vho enforce the lows? Is it surprising that t here is on irresistible urge

anong our fellow-Jdews. in Furvope — an urge that impels then to make their iay

to us?

. L
The Hlstaarut, w:Lth all its :Lnst_*tutlons c.na} cntcrprlscs, its ocxperience

XTSRS

and its p:Lonc,or sn_c'lt, m.th c.lj- its organisational forms and constructive plans
plﬁccs itsclf unrcsorvoc.ly at the disposal of the Jewish Agoney for the

and .
rceeption / a absorption of this immigration., Our history and our achicvoments,
yos our very cxistence, bear witness to our deility to reccive and dsorb all
these immigrants, systonatically and progressively; to our ability to transform

~them into e productive clement who will be a blessing to thamsclves, to us and

to all wh'o ¢uell in this country,.

e . P
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You have seen our youthful settlements. "Whose ox have we taken?
Whose ass havé we stolen?" Dwing the past ten years we have virtually
dovbled in number., In the year 1935 there were 350,000 Jews in the country.
At the end of the lar we were about 650,000, And these years, please
remember, were years of disturbances, yesrs of war, years during which we
were cut off from ghe world. Would it have been beyond human power to have
doubled the Yishuv again since the end of the war and so to have solved the
problem of the last remnants of our anguished naticn?

Yet, precisely during these fateful years,twhen the time had come for
the Jewish National Home to prove its value and/go its duty, the Handatory
Goverrment, whose function was to promote and encourage our National Home,
rose up to prevent it. Ve had believed that in so far -<as we proved that it
could be realisec, we would be given freedom and encouragement to bring it
about., But what actually happened was the absolute opposite. And the closer
we came to our objective, the more the Government placed difficulties and
obstacles in our way.

The Mandate, which Great Britain had received from fifty-two nations,
was treated as a écrap of paper. The 1939 Whi%g ?aper, which directly con~
tradicted all the basic principles of the Mandate, was imposed as the law of
the land. fSver; jmmigrant exceeding the arbitrary and ridiculous monthly total
of fifteen hundred was declared illegal. 4n one who brings a Jew into the
Jewish homeland is thereby considered a criminal. The long armo f the British
Empire was extended to ensurc that Jews should not proceed to their National
Home; no, not even if they hadleen delivered from hell, not though the land
needed them, not though their only alternative was the deeps of thesea. The
rescued Jews who succeed in surmounting 21l these obstacles and in reachiqg
our shores are dragged away afresh like criminals, and flung into the qZprus
camps. Th; British Government did not hesitate to use tear bombs, fire-hoses,
batons and even Firearmsin preventing these defenceless refugees from reaching

the shores of their Homeland and in forcibly deporting them to Cyprus, there
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to continue theirlivegof frustration and despair, again behind barbed wire
fences and again under armed guard,

Cygyﬁs has become an island of torment for many thousands who heve suc-
-cedded in escaping from all the camps;and it is here, at the shores of the land
;of their hopes, that the net is gread out before them. ’

Ninety-five per cent of the.whole ares of Palestine has been removed

from all prospects of Jewish colonisation,which was the essential purpose of
the Mendate.. The Government has published a draft Irriiption Law which
threatens to debar us from using the water resourées of the counfry, thoﬁgh
they and they alone can make the desert blossom and banish desolation,

The Mandatory Govermment proposes to transform the Jewish National
‘Home into a " hetto" — the only ghetto now left in the whole world. And if

really seems to imagine that it can succeed, 1t has broﬁght its military and

1

police forces here to suppress the Yishuv and to maintdn a permanent regime
of fear, It aims to underm@ne the Jewish A.ency, to‘undermine our educational
autonomy and the status of the Hebrew language, as shown by its recent Memo-
ragum. It has woven a tangled web of legislation covering matters large and
cgmall, in.order to shackle our progress, to freege the Yishuv and keep it
a permanent minority dependent on the good nature of others,

In order to force the Yishuv to submit tuv its policy, the Government
has imposed upon this country a regime of wilful repression, which came to a
head on the 29th  June, 1946, when a concentrated effort was made to bieak
the strength and unity of the Yishuv. OUn that day, the headquarters of our
Federation and many of its institutions were searched and raided, some of
our prominent leaders detained., DlMany agricultural labour settlements were
gurrounded and searched, some of their members killed, many wounded, and
thousands taken from their daily work and held prisoner in detention camps.
The failure of the Government to achieve its aim on that occasion has only
led to a further tightening of its repressive measures. Gir country has become

a police state where punitive curfews, searches, unwarramted arrests, and even
. . a1

y B L ® Y o .f’/
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the imposition of Hartial Law’upon large Jewish areas fias become the accepted
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methéd of rule By‘Géﬁernm;nt.
As Jeﬁs, as Zionists, as workers, we cannot but raise our woice againétA

fhis policy which has been followed by the Government since the promulgation
of the wﬁil Paper., This policy 1s devoid . of any moral justificatier, rIt |
violaﬁed the basic undertakings upon wihich the rule of Great Britain in
thi; ééuntry is based. . |

. It introduced official racial discrimination against the Jews, as Jews ‘ 
and.ag citizens, and its implementation has beenn marked by fr-guent and -
excessive use of force,

Has anyone thought of the traces which the expulsion of Jewish immjgrants
has lef£ and continues to leave on the soldiers and policemen engaged iﬁ this
unholy work, against their own desires and conscience so often? Has anyone
troubled to think what tskes place in the heart of a Jewish child who.Sess
his kinfolk, after having been rescued from the hells of Burope, expelled by

force from our own land, how thejy are driven into camps, how they are kept

e/

i one man to oppose such laws? ' ‘ |

";V/W .Is‘there any reason to be astonished if this Whit%/?éper, which was
iséued ag a premiuvm on criminal acts of violence, awakens the appetite and
spuré irresponsible Jewish elements as well to proceed to acts of ehiﬁinal
violence? Dgring your stay in this country, gentlemen, you have been in a .‘
posivion to .observe how the Yishuv condemmsthese criminal deeds and combats
them. Tet what other way is there out of this maze,.exceptrto rise and tear
up that White Paper Aegislation, and to fling open the gates of this land
and its developmenp resources to Jewish immigration and settlement, as required
and promised, and as is‘now so vitally and urgently demanded?

As far as the Arabs of Palestine are concerned, they will obtain even

L Y . rem
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‘greater adventages from this Jewish immigration than' they did from that of the
past, A considerably increase in Jewish mln}gfation'mans a stféngthening

of .’chét force which is most vitally interesteéd in doing aivay with the differ-
ke'nce.‘ss’between the standards of living to be found in Palestine. It means

A réisipg the lower standard of living to the level of the higher. As loﬁg as
Jewish workers are a minority, they naturally have to protect themselves
_against the majority who accept lower working conditions. Once this situation
changes, the efforts to bring about an equalisation of the standard of living
at the higher level will be much more likely to succeed. Mutual understanding
will bear fruits in every aspect of life. Jews and Arabs will meet as equals;
and as equals mutually concerned in working to raise the standard ~f living,
they will find a common ground.

/The leading spokesmen of the Jewish Agency have already made their
staterﬁent/téos £ the political form of our future, We wish only to underline
that our own development and existence is witness that the rights and develop-
ment of the Arab population will be safeguarded and secured., Ever since the
Histadrut has existed it has endeavoured to bring about mutual understanding
ana_ achieve t'rue solidarity with Arab workers, We were the £ irst in this
country to try to organise labour, and we are gratified to see that our per-
sistgnce has led to the beginning of an Arab ]{/abour movement. Th: Arab standard
of living has risen appreciably in the vicinity of 'Jewish settlement, ¥We have
always tried-to promote these begimnings. Even at the periods of highest
tension we recognized in the Arab worker the man and the felldw-worker, and
did everything possible to encour . his progress, regarding this as the duty
of one. group of workers towards another. +n all the professional strugglés
of the Arab workers, whether with the Government or even within the Arab
éector s we helped them both by our guidance and by material aid,

We are not satisfied with what we have achieved. We know how many

obstacles there are in the way, and howmany ther are who wish to'stir up
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strife between us; and it must be admitted that Government activities in this
respect were far from being what can in any way be described as helpful,

In our manorandum w: have dwelt on theattitude of the Goverrnment towards

s
the cuestion of labour legislation and social policy. IEE?S attitude only \
(Ve
accentuates the fact that the Government ~- in this as well as in other i‘ields_--e

has followed a backward colonial pol;iiy It has shown no understanding for

the social needs of the Jewish worker, for the dynamic character of his effort,
and 5&5 failed to meke any effort to bridgg the gap between the standards o 1
of the Jewish and Arab worker and to promots any cooperation between them.

But it is our great desire that the day of true cooperation may soon
dawn, And we are convinced that increased Jewish immigration and increased
Jewish working power will ﬁultiply thefbrces interested>inkand cap;blé of '
realising real and true solidarity.

We do not call upen anyone to reduce either the rights or the requife;
ments of the Arabs in any shape or form. But we ask ycu not to restrict our
rights, and ot to prevent us from developing the untcuched and neglected
parts and intensifying the cultivation of other parts of this country.

Gentlemen, vou represent many different nations and you have come here-
on behalf of an even greeter number. Listen to your own consciences., Call for
the abolition of the White Paper. Demand that the gates of this country‘be‘
opened wide to the Jews beating upon it. Help to deliver the refugees from
ineviteble degeneration and destruction. Give our youth the opportunity of
doing thelr duty to their people. Help us to establish contact with the Aréb
nations, as an equel with equals. Give us the opportunity to establish the
Yewish State in our homeland.

and what is more, do it quickly. There is very little time left. This
volcano, on which our people have been left, is begirning to smoke once again,

We cannot afford to be too late again, as we have been before.
Gentlemen of the Special Committee,

in the Death-Court at Teresin (called by the Germans "Theresienstadt™)
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'- 1 éaw a little room. It is room number 9, a special torture chamber reserved
l'for important Jews. In this little room tﬂere is space for ten men standing.
,-Into it they used to thrustfrom fifty to sixty persons, one on top of the

? other. There was neither light nor air in this room. No food was brought in.
 TT?e pedple were left there to perish slowly and horribly. And the most dread-—

’ fui aﬁd terrible thing of 2ll was this: In Fhu door there was a tiny 1it£le
window covered with thick wire netting: Through this window the Nazi beasts
used to watch their vittims floundering and gaséing and perishing one by one,

" Ever since I have seen that torturs chamber, thet Black Hole of Theresienstadt,
I cannot forget that little window, It refuses to move out of my thoughts,
Hitler is gone. All that he stood for has been destroyed.... Yet how about the
Jews of the Displaced I'ersons Cemps? - -

-~ " yhat more are all the Displaced Persons Ceyps of muropb but that one
tiny hopeless deadly Black dole?v Is 1t not obvious that there is no air to
breathe in those camps, that ther: is no future existence? ‘hat are we doing,
all of us together -- we here, you there, the wholc wdrld everywhere?

vhat more are we doing than ste;ding, looking infith foldeg arms? Are we
going ©o permit our aris to remaiﬁ folded? Shall we not rise up to break
down the door, to rescue and to redeem?

Gentlemen, we have the honour to address you on benalf of a youthful
piloneer novement which is tho offspring of an ancient nation, a nation whose
; contributicns to world civilisation hove been match70ﬁly by its sufferings.,
| ﬁoth of these factors have helped vo forge the strength of spirit with which
a whoie generation is devoting &s entire 1life, to ruscue and to redecﬁ.

It is our dusire and our deepeust prayer that the work we have in hand
shall Be.carried out in ths way of peace, mutual understanding and continuous
creation.

Gentlemen, give us your Helping hand, and may thc blessings of the

future rest upon you.

5
el
;
l
.
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CHaIREAN: I thanl. you, wr. Rubashov, I understand that Ly, Lubianiker

and »r, Shkolnik arc not going to address us, but that they are here to
\
answer questions.

wmry RUBLSHOV: Thet is right.

buthmnh.I have one question. I have read in the address theat the number
of your members is 170,000, and I thinl it has been seid also that, with their

half -
dejendents, they represent about/ of the Jewry herc - evory branch of activity,
That includes alsc intellectual reople - what is called people in. free
profussions

br LUSTANTKER: Yes.

CHaIRbiM:I sh 11 4ask one thing more., . It hes been stated also that you

/
support the views eaJrCOSﬂa by the uersg/Ag cney.
. LUBLXIXER: Tes,

CHulResa:  Is that a unanimous opinion in ihe Histadrut, or are there
ailfierent opinioas:

wr. LUSLANTIGR: o are a democratic orgenisation - not a totalitarian
one, Apart from 2 few hosic questions like freedom of rliya, s>ur’ tosolut iy

. ) A
negative attitude to the nHolicy of the whiRB/Paper, and the frcedont of Jewish
colonisation in Palestine, we generally manage our affeirs by a vote of the
mejority, and this mejority makes the nolicy of the Organisation.

CHATfiaiv: T think I Lieve scen in the papers that there is a group among
you called the Left .ing, which favours anothicr solution than the one favoured:
by the Jewish agency. Is tnat sot v

rr, LUSTaAT:ER It is true., Outsidc the Histadrut about 836 of the
organiscd workers are aroimst Enj form of bi—ﬂathﬂll solution; and inside

/ ¢“in
the Histadrut therc is onc @5?&? only which pollud/its Jast ¢lection about
- . < .
nercoent
17/ of the voters, whicih is in favour of such a solution. 4«11 the other
crouns in the Mlstg“rut are in favour of a Jowish State as a final solution of

- rercent
the problem. Of coursc, in this wmajority of 83/ there ere, too, many . s

T
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differences of opinion. There are some who opposc ebsolutely, definitely,

Without any recdiness to any form of compromise, every thought of partition into
‘two States, and they oropose for the solution of the Palestinu preblem only the
“}!éreparation of Paleustine for the erection of a Jewish State in the whole of

:1 Palestine. ~ut on thc_whols, it can be said thet the great decisive majority
offthe organised workers does not accept any form of bi-national solutiog as
f; satisfactory to them.

8ialRlalis  The %f: percent favour bi-national solubion?

wr. LUBLATIKER: Tes; it is one small group.

CHAIRkAN: Can you zive nme any figure or/proportion of members who are

opposed to any plan of partition? A
Hashomﬁnyatzair

. wr. LUSLIMILER: Of course the / is opreascc te it in any case and in
any forme JThere is 2 second group which numbers, if I am right, about 20 percent
of . e s . . . s
/the elzactorate, which is onposed to bi-nationa ané to nartition as well,

,
wr. FISHEGAT: On rege 10 of your statement, in the final part, you declare
- s 3 ‘0
that "Our country uas bec:iime a wolice stote where runitive curfews, searches,
unworranted arrcsts, and cven the iLm-osition of mertial law, ctc." st this
moment the Government of Pslestine has placed under martial law one section of
’

- the country whose centre is in the city of Na?panya. Can you tell me what is

the situation of the worker of Palestine when mertial law is applied in the city

¥

? Can he lcave the city? Can 1€ cross the barbed

in which he lives and works
wire in order to go to work? Can he go back home after work?
fp. LUBILNZIKER: It is clear thot every form of martial lcw, curfew and
other restrictions hits first of all the working population which depends on its
daily work and daily wages for its subsistenc®, .nd as Pziestine, as you know,
_‘is a rather small country and pecple ere very often working outside the place
| of their residence, in every case of curfew and in every cace of martial law
or other restrictiors of this kind, from thousands of workers is taken away

'the possibility to work, to earn, to live; and it caa justly be said thet these

measures zre, objectively, first of all meacures directed agzinst the poor and

.

|

’ L . )
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,the working people of this country,

mr. FABRLGAT (Ufuguay)é T should like to know something about the
sitﬁation as regards children in a city under martial law, Can the children
of the workc,r attond school?

kr. LUBLLI\«IKER' We had some experience when we hod martial law for a
fortnight in the area of Tel Aviv, Ramat Gan, etc. Ahbout a querter oﬁ a _millioi} A
Jews were living under this law for the fifst time. I can say without exaggéi‘éﬁﬁ_q’ﬁ

that.the whole 1ife of the commurity was disturbed, Children, instead of going

to school, spent their tine in the streeis. People had not enough food. Iuany

thousands of workers could not go to their working rlaces. . lot of cultural 2/

s am s e s RS 0T )

e A —————— B G A EE

. - petivities had to be stopped, | The whole nomal “trend of llf‘e was dlsturbed in Ry
!a dmsbro{lé iashlon: R . J"/N,H
Lir. FASREG.T (Uruguey): In these cities under martial law do the

newspapefs appear as usuzl?

Mr. LUSI.NIKER: In Tel aviv they did appear, but I read tody or
yusterday in the newspaper thst, for example, in PIa¢th:mya&-j1ﬂhich relies on the
newspapers bro ught fromTel aviv or to J crusalem--thby havedhe OU'“OI'thlty :
get their m,wsnanc,rs during one or two hours when they are ‘llo"c,d. tJ leav
their houses snd to make all their other purchases ..t the same time.,

Lire FiOREG.T (Uruguay): Under martial lew can food supplies be m*onglﬂt
int> the cities?

lr. LUBLMNIKER: Not freely. It is done by the military authorities
in the f;‘.shian'. cnd in the way they think satisfectory. - |

CH.IRlwlN: I would ssk for some precision: You sald that these measures

werc in the first place directed towords the poor. Do you meen thast they are
expressly .directed sgainst the poor?
dr. LUBI/NIKER: I said "objectively".
CHAIRM:N: You mocan the cifect is felt most by the poor?
.]sar;v LUBLLNIKIR: Yps, I ‘do not say that is thé intention, but it is the -

gffect, - -
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ir, PECH (Czechoslovakia): On page 12 of the address it is mentioned
| th t. YEver since the H:Lstadrut has existed it has endeavoured to bring about
;j mutual understanding and achieve true-solidarity with g';f‘ab workers," May I
.a,sk E@W»far this mutual understandinge~these attempts-~have gone, and what 1s

i
“the present state of this uncderstanding?

R ) _
Lr, LUBL\NIKER: kLore spscialized informetion on that question you will
v ) .

find in our memorandum. There i a full chapter on thesc actiyities of the
‘Histadrut, I will only say in éeneral that gverywhere s whpré Jewish and Arab
"vr;)rkers meet Am the s.mé work, it wes the action of the Histadrut to organize
thcm into a common internati. mul orf anization of workers. “verywhere, where
‘Jewish and .rab workers do work 'shoulder to shoulder--~ as in the Governmemt,

in the work of the military au‘cha“ltles, or in other r:lecns--c,very action taken’
by the Jewish and uarch workers together is cenerally taken on the 1n,1taat1ve

of the Histadrut. ¥Zven now, in spite of the political tension which ‘exists in
P.é;lestine“, there arc thousants of irab workers organized in the Pal:%;c,ine Labour
‘ Léague who ochere to lthair connection with the Jewish workers and lead their
action hand in hand with Jowish' workers. 0f course s with the political tension,-
thc._?z‘c are factors which limit--objectively again--thc nossibility of this kind
g;" common work, and as Lir. R’ng;ShOV said in his opening remarks, the Government
. wés not gencrally very helpful in assisting in building up mutual relations of
vcooperatien and soliderity between the Jewish and ..rab workers. e had this
'work'to do egeinst the irab leadership, -gainst the Governmenty 'lhe r.sults are
‘ln'ot very groat, blut Ieven the small results which we achicved up to cote give
hore i'of the future if the reasons e.n;; the f.octors which have stood _in the way
~of real -cooperation were abolished,

lir, PuCH .(Czechoslo'vakia): ay I ask whether in the arab working

.:,és‘sobi;,.tions are there any trends which arc sympathetic with the basic demands
of the Y:Lshuv‘> v . /

My, LUBIWIKUR:  There is sne trend, the Palhs&n.ne Labour Le‘—,gue., The
Jwo other trends I suppose are n.t very sympz thic,

e

= ' D & Best
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5 CHATINH: That is the colour of the Paleztine labour?

LUBIANIIER: The Histadrut?

/
CHAIRUAN: The Palestinc La’bou‘r/Lcague.
Hr. LUBLNIKER: That is an orgenization of Arab lobourcrs who cooperate -
and went to cooperate with the Jewrish labourcrs,
CHLIREII: That I want to know is their politiccl colour,
Fr. WOBLUECT: T cannot tell you, sir. I do not know, It is a non- .
political orgenization which has uc purt;)‘ prograrme of its own. Ve have two baéié

ineiples only: to roise the gandard of living of the .‘.rab viorker and to do :'Li‘,‘,'.j

as far as possible, in cooper.tion with tlu, Jovidsh workers.,

CILIEIRN:  Vhet proportion of the frab labour is orgonized? ;
lir. LUBL.IKE It is:wery difficult to say, sir, because fluctuations
in the LArab Lebour o‘ﬂgm:' ations ore sonctimes overwhelming, In a moment of

strike, therc may be an influx of tens of thousands of workers into tne Orvam.za—

tion, If the strike succeeds, they mny stay for dome time, If thore is no

strike, or if there is a failurc—-which happens ruite often--people do leave,

But thor. is a certain mumber of veople in all thesc organizations who stay.
nermlly, it coulc be said that the right ‘wing of LArab lzbour, which is

practically controlled by the Aresb Higher Cffice politicrlly, is a mpjority group

aong the rab labourers. fLpart irom that, thers is a loft wing, and there is

a Talestine Labour Leasue,

CIIniwil:  Thank you,

i, BLOLL (ifctherlands\): Do‘I undors“;and. ri.ghtly the pdlicy of‘the
Histocrut thet frm the beginning it has never tricd to have mixed labour unions?
I mean, in reading the Resolution of thc Convention of 1927,con pasc 65 of youf
memorandum, I see that for tuis purpose an International League of the Vorkers

of Palestince shall be established on the bosis of auntonmoious naulor\al units.

I am not quite clear gbout the meaning of "internstional® in tru.s respect.

j
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‘Mr. LUBL.HIKER: I cen explain it in this way, The iden of theHstadrut
of tp.e best wey to organize Jewish angl.rab labour in Palestine was, and is up

-to tiOkcuT, that in every cconomic sector where workers of the two nationalities
e .
xwo‘r;c togethor there should be a united, & common organization. 411 the other
ﬁérk rs vwho work respectively in the Je ish or the Arab sector should be
orgum zed in autonono us national scctions, Both scetions erc to build up what
4, is here called the International League of Tiorkers of both nations. I do not
::knmr if I hove made it cle.qr"t |

-,

L ORI . ' ,
. lir. BLOI. (Metherlands): If I understand you correctly, workers of the

ih?

A

same Isrofcssion 'iSut working in ciffercnt parts of the country or in different
industrial undertrkings could not be welded intd one unit?

lir, LUBILHIKER: Right, sir.

Mr, BLOL (Hetherlonds): i4And I take it this docs not mean international
in the normal scuse.

v ]

rir. LULTOTEED: To. It mcans & federation of two autonomous national
'organizations » POV o united federation,

lir, BIO:Z (Ilethel"le;qu): lore roeial than iational?

Ir. LUBIJ.I‘iH(.;)R: I would not accept that definition,

I'r, DUDASCIOV: It is an inteornational tederation which is comnccted
with two cutonomous organizations.

i, BLOII

(Hetherlands): But on the uncerstanding that therc are two'
4
fL,,t.LO:.lS living hore*in this onc ceuntry.
Ifr, LUBIAMIKS: .: Yes, sir.
Hr. BIOL (Hetherlends): Istholistadrut o federation of labour unions,
or does it hnve direct memborship of individuels?

I'r. LUBIATIKRR: Mo, direct nmembership. Eviry memboer is a member of

‘the Histacrut as such. .ccording to his trade, hc belonzs to one of another
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tradc union, bul the bodies of th. Hstgfut are not clected by the central bodies

of the trade unions but by the wholc mombership of the Hstadrut individually,

CHLIRILY: Do I understend rightly that there are branch unions, trace -

witons, znd they are federated in the Higtadrut but the membership in the branch.

union gives membership in the federovion,
e, TUGLUTIKSR:  Yes, sir,
i, B0 (fethierlancs): Tould you explain whet is the f_h‘c)!t !voda?
Iir, LUBILMIKCR: The words Lhdut Jvoda neon a unity of labour, Th:Ls is

o group inside thu Histadrut abcut which I told you before in answer to another

quesvion, The prograrme of Ahdyyt/i":mda is a goinst bi-nationealis: ., against any
form of‘paz*tition of Pelestine, It is o politieal party, of coursc.

tir, BLOIL. (Methoerlends): ilot a trade union,

L, LUBLAVIKE @ Ho, TYou see, the trade unions @Fe non-political,
Gvery member of the ldstadrut, vhotever his creed, bcloness to his respective
trace union, but nembers of the Histadrut have the ri;llt to orgonize thcmselvés
i politicel porties thrt take part in tho clections to the bodics of the
Histadrut. So, o member of -, tr~cc union mey be o mamber of & party or not.

i, D0l (Fethc. lands): This is 'just o nolitical porty then?

I'r, SHKOLNTK: - The members of this politicel party cre members of
the Histadrut,.

tr. LUBTAITIK. R: ‘e have a principle in Palestine that ;mr partics do
not accent as members people who arc not workers and cammot be workers,

CHATIRIY: Do you recclve aé nerbers also centerpriscs?

Iy, TUBLEIKD: e,

CHAITILIT: The question is nerheps not so stremre because it may be
a2 small cnterprisc, such oSa bus conductor who oums his bus,

¢ v

Ir., LUBT ITIKSR: Oh scec. Uvery man who vorks on his oim without exe~

> =

ploiting hired labour, or who works in his own plent has o right to be a member,
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CHAIRIAN: Bub you cdo not reccive, for instance, a shopkeeper?

Hr, LUSINHIKEL: Heither a shopkeepcr nor an entreprencur who hires
- labourers.
' Iir. BLOI: (letherlands): ¢ have Just beon told that laviers and
fkarc}litecvts can be members, Lre they allowed to have a clerk ot the office?

ir, iUBI.’-HIKER: That is just the problem wearc now considering in the
”.I}Iis‘t‘a' ut, what to do with thesc meriers who have become in the mcantine

‘entreprencurs on a rather large scale, I cannot tell you what the Histadrut is

going to do in this metter. I can only say that it gives us quite o hoeadache,
Tr. SHRCLHTHs Hay I add that all the members of the asricultural

- settlements, the lobour settlements, arc meombers of Histadrut too. All the
scttlements you have visited, for instence, in the ilcgeb, on the shores of the

Jordan, in the BEmek, in the Kiblutzim are members of the Histadrut too.

lir, HOOD (fustralia): Arc therc spucial fees for membership?

ir. SHUOLUIE-LLVY: Yes, of course.

CHALIBMAN: Lre they pald to the Histadrut or to the trade unicns?

lir, LUBT HIK&.: 411 fees are paid to the Histadrut. The listadrut is

responsible financially for the needs .of all the trade wnions that arc affiliasted,

iir. BLOI: (Uetherlands): In what year have you held the last clections?
= Ir. LUBILHIKER: About two ond a half years ago.
Ir. BLO'. (Metherlands): These elections, T presumc, arc quite separcte

from those for the Vaad Lewn ?

lir, LUBLTXN:  Yes, of course, Thetis quite a different clectorate,

Y, GLRCIL GIUiADOS (Cuaterale): I have noticed that there have been

several cfforts to ~ct labour legislation here, efforts in 1935 and in 1942,

Whot is the reason thabthese appalling conditions of labour legislation exist here,

.
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this lack of prot@:ction for the workers?

iir. LUDLGIKSR: Thotis o very importont question for us as workers
i}j this country, OCur discussions with the Government of this country"";bout
iﬁ:croductioaz of pro.gr‘vssive lcobour lé‘g.fvsla.tion started almost with the first
doys of the Histadrut., There arc quite 9 fow obligations which the liandatory -
Government 3signed in this direction, I mst say nost of ther have not been

kept: For oxample, all the members of the ILO heve signed an obligation that ¢/

every|lobour convention which is decided upon by the II0 and ratified bythe -

o s

- mother country must bc introduced into all the dependant countrics. Truly, :
it happens that in Groat Britain all these conventions—and there are a lot of
them, very importont conventions--have boen introduced. I must say that in gz
the lebour legiglation of Palestine we find only » fo slight traces of that. | £

— e

Ve are speaking hore of an underitoking signed by the Govermment when it signed /

its acceptance of the lanwis and the statutes of the International Lobour
Organization. After thewar, the IIO Confercnces accepted a muiher of rucommendam
tions. They vicre not conventions, hut they were recommencations. I must stabe
the facet thict most of these rec_omendations heve not been introducced in the
life of the Talustine worker here, Palestine is o depencent country cnd depends
for its .developmcnt on the measurcs taken by tlc Landatory Government, It is '
one of the countrics wiich hos o rather developoed ceonomte life and o rather
dcvélopcd industrial 1life, but cnly o few vestiges of o modern, social legislation
Lir. GALCTL GRLILDCS (Guatem,la): The scme thing gocs for social
sccurity, I uncerstond.
ir. LUDLAUIXER: Yes, Ue hrve demended timo and egein the introducticn
of a systen, cven o primitivc syste.: of social/security in this country. e

[y

have scen in that one of the main clements for ralsing the stendord of life

i

of the frch worker, for filling in the g ap between t he standerd of living of

the Jewish ond Arob worker. I must say that up to now 21l our demends irop the

Government, on this score have gonc unbeeded,
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© GARCIA .
Mr, /R NA00S (Guatemala): Therce is something elsc I wish to ask him,

I think thet oven tie fow laws that do oxist are vigalated., I do pot soy fhat
; ther do not pay any attention to them, but some industrialists do not pay

attontion to them because I notic.d thot many c‘nil&rcn were working in two

or three industrics thot we visiteds By the woy, they were non-Jeuish industries,

I should like to know the recson why this law is not enforced.
Hr, LUBLAIIKER: Yes. Thot too iz o very immortont question to us,

| There arc sonc labour laws in this country, but I must scy thesc labour laws
zrc nob of very grunt assistance to the Jowlsh cconomy becousc we, by
voluntary meons and with ths pover of our owvm orgenization, hove achic\.rcd

sore than any lobour legislation in this country up to dote cen give wg, Byt
whet is more donrcrcus, cven those few labour lows thot do cxrist in Palestine
are 1ot apnlicd in the areb cconvmy. They arc procticolly o wter. ind
“the Lrab industry, menufrcturc ~nd commerce sre fretually Jiving as if thuse
laws were not in oxistence ot oll,

TGERCIA .
I«Ir./ G HLID0S (Cuz:tcmala): Does the Governnment not orforce them?

.

lir. LUBLHIKHR: It should enforee them, but you have scen with your
owrf cycs-—and not in o smoll plcht——child l:bour in Palestine, in the centre
of o lrrge town, If you will welk over the structs of Jerusalem, of Jaffa,
of Haifa, you will find thouscnds of irab children working ton ond tiglve hours
daily ot appalling wp,..;;cs. I do wot upeak cbout cpriculture wher. perhaps o
systcni of conbrol is more difiicuit, I .do Sp&\ o 1c lorre towns in this
cour:bry where it should be rossible, if thorc is  will, to find ways ond
meons to put 2 stop to it,.

Sir Abdur RAHMMY (Indin): Is it not on account of lack of

orgonization anu voverty)

I, LUBLNIKER: Sir, we ore speoking cbout labour legislation,

Sir Sbdur WHILH (Indiz): I am spocking about the cnswer you gave

O
.1

“Just now, T am contimiing the cucstion in regurd to that answer, You said

thet Arab labour had been working in Haifa, Jaffe and other plsces against
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those rules. I osked vou the question: wu .o not on account of poverty and

.

lack of orgrnization among .,h\, S ) o
Mr, LURL.HIK:R: No, but that was Jjust the cose in cvery count: *”;' in the

world—--~
Sir Mbdur RIGLN (India): I om only asking the quostion—-
lips LUBL'ITKER: I am only ¢ x»zori;'lg, sir , or trylng to answcr, |
Ty, 5 wns just the case in cvery country in the yworld vhere Government
storted this business of lobour legisletion. The recl reocon why this business

LR . A an bt
wos storbed was poverty ~nd oy*vlo:LtL. J.Lon. This poverty end cxploitation of

. B s
the nocdy has caused this octione Right, there is poverty, thore 18
cxploitation; but the lebour logislation has to be one of the factors to _.:ui'T
a stop, ot lecst, to the molt « oopalling forms of povorty and cxpleitetion.

S4r ~Sbdur RUHMI (Indiz): Do »ou not see that both c¢f them go han@

in hond? On the one side, poverty should be diminished; ca the other side,
snose rules should we enforced, If poverty is nct diminished, these rulecs

would be meoning lcss/. -

v

Tip. LUBI.LNIIZ’J{: flo, thrt is just the tas  of thc nocern government,
to have the initistive ond to enforce laws which cre Leneficial to the
corrmnity, Otherwisc, it is scenscless to promuilgate lows of this kind.

that we arc saying ageinst the Palestinion Government is that up to now,
we have rnot scon in this Government an inj.tiativa force in the sphere of
railsing thc} level of 1ife in this country.

lr, SHKOLIIK: I would like tc add somcthing. 1ie have poverty
in the Jewish Comrmnity too -~ tens of thousancs. Bub our labour orgenization
does not a]_'Lowv children to work, Tirst of all, the Governmont should fix a
fair minimunm woge and then the advlts would earn cnough for their fomilies,
If there is no mimimm woge, of course, there is poverty, and the chilc}rcn

wont to work. So, ti: first step should be to fix o fair minimum wage.
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i,/ GRAHADOS (Cug.ucm.la) I an going to - efer wo what Sir ibdur Rahmen

. saide Do you not agrec with me that duc to the better organization of the
Jowish Corrmmity thesc labor laws that arc lacking herc and this protection of

~“t‘10 state should bLanlt norc the .arabs than the ch}rs?

"“,i}' Vmﬁr LUBLJ\IIKI.R - It is a d*t fL:Lcu._t question to answer. I do not bclicve

4 -
& .

" 1t is pos.ible to enforce labour legislation in a cormmunity for only onc

‘scction of the workers.
GARCIA o
- 1./ GRANADOS (Guabemala): You did not understend my quostion. I did not

say thatthey were going to enforcc for onc section or the other, I merely
E; s-.2d that they would bencfit the ;.rcbs morc than the Jows, because the Jews
-have a higher organizaticn.

Ir, LUBLANIKE2: Thotis right, sir.

TGARGIA ,

1o /CRAJULDOS (Guatomala): They‘havc social scearity by themsclves,

ir, LUBL'HIICER: Thet is right.

ir, GRAILDOS (Guatermala): They have beon working for themsulves, and they
have an urd -?st.nding witi their enterprises, se I think the benefits would
be more for the ircbs than the dJews,

Mr. LUBLANIKZER: I would only oo, this: that the Jowish workers, as they
arc now}m Palestine, can live “Lnost without labor legislation by thc Govcrnment
anc can hulp themselves, If theyare inturested in the introduction of progressive
.'labor legislation, it is not for their sake. It is Licpusce we do not want to

scc the situation of thﬂs dgiffereice of standards of living bctween the two
scctors as something cternal., %o sce in the introduction of this labour
legislation one of the mewns — perhans the most importont means —- which may
spoed up the process of unification of both standerds of living.

Sir LBOUR RAHGAN (India): Vas there an Ottomen Agricalbural Bank in
Palcstine, which wes abolzshed by the Handatory Power o bout 19227

ir, LUBIANIKER: I am sorry, sir; it would be better for you to ask this

- question of kr. Kaplen,
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Sir ABDUR RaHIEN (India): I am asking you.

lire LUBLANIKER: T do not Imow.

Sir ABDUR R.HIEH (India): Then say you don't know; there the matter ends.

CHAIRIAN:  irc there any other Questions?
(No response, )

ChaIRiLl:  The Comaittec will now take a recesss  The mecting is suspended

tcn minutes.

f{
(The meeting adjourned for a trief recess),
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CHAIRMAN: I call the meeting to order.

The third item on the agenda is the hearing of the Jewish Agency. Mr,
~ Shertok Xl you. please come up? I will recall owr understanding about the
limitati on of your address.

‘Hearing of Representativesof the Jewish Arency for Palestine.

Mr. SHERTOK: I should like to begin by answering a few questions put
either to me or to my colleagues, which heve so far remained unanswered.

I wish to teke ui') first a question the reply to which was left over frém
the very first session whi ch I had the privilege of attending here, when I
gave what was supposed to be a factual introduction to our case., I was
asked by Sir ibdur Rehman what had been the profits of the Pa],e/stine Potash
'COmpany. The cuestion was put to me in public, and therefore, I think that
althourh it is purely factual, it would not be impr:oper for me tc answer it

at a public session.
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I have the figures before me. The' ‘Comp’a_ﬁy éommenced its operations ir;>19'30.
For the first six vears it ran 4at a loss. The total loss mcurred in those

‘

six years amourted by the end of - 935 to LP. 26,000 In the next four .
years, 1936—193‘9, there were nrofits totalling LP. lSQ;OOO. If we deduct |
the loss vreviously incurred from that net'profit , it would give us a
figure of an annual average of LP. 31,000 for those six years. -

Mr. BLOM (Netherlands): Four years.‘ | . ‘

Mr, SHERTOK- Yes, I am sorry, it is four years. Now, during those ‘
four years, the Compa.nv vaid LP, 44,000 to the Governments of Palestine and
Trans-Jordan, in royalties and orofit partlc:Lpatlon,Vand LP. 30,000 to the
GoveArnment of the United Kingdom in inéome tax. The next six vears were
the vears of the war, 1940 = 1945, 1945 j.s the last year for which I ha’s{e
figures. WNow, vrofits in t’:iose_ six years dxoppéd considerably. They dropped
from an ‘average of T.P. 31;000 té‘an averaze of LP: 17,000. The Compaﬁ_y did
vay some dividends on the vreferential shares, but‘:'L‘t naid no dividends
whatsoever on its ordimarv shares, On the other hand , the burden of taxation -
also increased very considersbly 1In those six years the Comnan;V paid to
the Palestine Government, to the Government of Trans-Jordan and to the
Government ‘of the United Kingdom, in royalties, in profit narticipation to
the first two Govemments, and in jncome tax both to Palestine and to the
United Tlngdcm the sum of LP. 821 000, 'that is eight times as much as its
net profit. Of that amount more than half, LP. 425,000, went to the British
Treasury in income tax and excess profit tax and less than half, a total of
LP. 395,000, was paid to the Govemments of Palestine and Trans-Jordan in
royalties amd wrofit participn.tion; and also to the.Government of Palestine
in income tax., So mmch for the Palestine Potash Comvany.

I now come to another gquestion which was out by Sir Aibdur Rahman
to my colleague, Mr. Ben 'Gurion. I should verv much like you to regard my
answer to it‘as a substantive part, an integral part, of my statement to wou "

this morning. Sir "bdur Rahman mentioned the names of some 20 villages.

/T tHink
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VII_.fhi’:nkbﬁhé_zr'e were 21, but there was one we were 'ﬁnbble to trace Thiys"may “
'. :1; l}évq been dﬁg ‘toA the fact that thé. sneliing might have been mixed un in the
t,.ro>cess of transliteration However, we managed to trace twenty villages.
"Sir ,.L\.bduz_‘ Rabnmn .toltd us that he had.been linfo med that those twenty villages

- had been wiped out, erased from the mai), and he wanted to know if we would

.

éorroboxjate that stateme_nt: Well, there are three names there which are not,

-

B v111ages at all, ard which have not been nllages for a long time Dast

They may have been villages in an’clqulty The map of Palestine is full of

‘f the so-called Khlrbets - that 1s, rulns of old places or habi(tatlons th_ch

R B 1

. tin the course of t:.me have been abandoned However ,~_1f- vou take the very

detailed map of the Palestlne Exploration Spciety completed in 1875, and
compare it with the mao of Palestine today, vou will find scores,perhaps a

couple of hundred villages not marked at all either because they did not exist

. or b,ecause they were so small and insignificant that the cartogravhers of

thé Palestine Emloratiop Sbciet_v did not think it worth while enterirg
T them on the man, Now thev are quite sizeable and §ubstantial centers

oi‘” habibntion Sb, three names are just names of areas Thev went by
that name for a long time mast  They still go by that name, and there
never have been and there are no villages tbere. ~ But three others in
that 1list exist today, and the curious point is thab of those latter
tbree villazes one has bnlv come into being after the purchase of nar'b

v Abf that area by Jews; oreviously there was a Beduin camp there which

‘

| shlfted from Dhce to nlace, crossing and recrossing u}]e Svrlan frontier,
The place is near the frontier —- it is Khiam. el-Walid., Since the ac-
ciuisition of mart of the area by the Jews, the Arabs, with the com-
m:nsati.ox'; which they got from the Jews, for the first time built ver-

” m;nent ‘dwellings there, Now it is the village of Khiam el-Walid,
whereas Urovn.ouslv there was only an area known under that name.  Now,

/ lh v1lla£¢=s actuallv ceased to exist. Of these 14 ;t is significant
that 13 are in thg ,Eh__xqe;l_{'-- that :gs to say in the valleys of Esdrachon

Jand Jearsel
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and Jezreel. Of the 13, twelve villages were occupied in the vast

by tenants of the well-known Surseck family of Beirut. So, even

at first glance, one sees that this is a special case, And it was
indeed a svecial case I would first of all like to draw your atten-
tion, Mr Chadirman and gentlemen, to this mltry figure We have in
Palestine about 1000 Arab villages -- over 1000 Arab villages —- a.ﬁd
we have in Palestine nearly 350 Jewish agricultural setilemerrbs So,
if it is a auestion of 14 villages having ceased to exist, it is not

2 very high nercentage in regard to either of the two totals that I |
have mentioned On the other hend, T v}ould noint out that jus"b as

T indicated, there was one viliage which sprung into being anéw s0

I know of three other new \rab villages set up since the settlement

of Jews. So, if you credit me with three énd debit me with fourteen |
the actual net debit accourt is only eleven, and the nercentage is
still lowsr. Now, I said that this was a special case. Large nart:s

. of the Emtk were concentrated, as far as ownershin was conCéfned, in

the hands of that veryv wealthv family in Beirut. They were absentee
landlords nar excellence -- not only absent from their oroperty, but'
even absent from Palestine, and very often from Beirut. The land was
very heavily inf ested with malaria. You saw the map which Dr. Katzheison
showed vou -- malarias-stricken areas stretching right across the counfry
from Haifs Bay to the Lake of Tiberias That is nra,cticali,v identical
with what we call the Emek, tFe Vallev. It was verv soarsely and
x#mstefullv cultivated The tenants changed fairlv often, gave up

their tenanc ies;' went to other nlaces; new neonle came and they alsov ﬁere
transferred by the landlord from vlace to nlace. ‘It was imﬁossible t;a
properly S]evelon that ares, to drain the swamos, <and to put it to vroper
use without shif%:ing the tenants. It has always beeﬁ our> princible in

regard to land acquisition that those who had cultivated the land before

/should
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should not remain landless, We paid compensation, ample compensation, but

we saw to it that the peovle were accommodated eléewhere in villages, in

. rural life and on the land. This Was eventually put to a test, that is,

- whether we actually succeeded in attaining that aim of ocur land nolicy.

S _ I"n%’1'932 an inquiry was instituted into the nroblem of landless Arabs ;.the

» technical definition of landless méaning "rendered landless by Jewish land

s

n}lr&h_aées" Mo interest was taken in the problem of whethef the re were
1and1es§ Arabs as such The question was whether Jewish settlemert kﬁd

_, made the% nosition worse in creating a cl;;.ss or a category of larmdless

Arshs, renderine them landless as va ‘resul’p of murchase of land they had
oreviously cult:.i.{'ated mssing into ;Iew:l\'.sh. h:,{nds. The inauiry t;.ook soue~
time. We c_oonerated in it ’E'xxré:rv claim'.wa:s referred to us. BEvery

claim nut.. un by an Arab wés referred to us and we tried to trace that Arab
and to find him wherever he was, and to tell the investigators v»;hat we

knew of his position at the timé. B,v 1936 a tétal of 66l claims were
recogqized The rest were dlsmlssed as unfounded. I will come ba&{ to that
total' of 66[;.' A11 these Arabs were offered fac:.lltles for resettlement by
the Government. Only 300, actually a few less than 300, took advantage of
that offer, | But when it came down to actually moving and resettling these
‘rabs on areas of land which the Govemment had of fered, most of them refused
to move from the areas where they were. One groun of 5C  after having ac-
cented the offer and after having been resettled on the new area, deserted
that area and drifted back to their nlaces of origin. I use the Word
"deserted" as a cuotatlon- that is how the Govprnment's annual rewort for the
year 1934, I thlnk described what had haonened So thot roughly 250 Arabs
were resettled I said I would come back to the total of 66L; that total
‘included 200 families which wers also a smecial case So, in the resettlement
of 250, 200 were that snecial case and only 50 were Arsbs, collected from all

‘'sorts of nlaces, who the Government thought were entitled to be resettled.

/An insi‘gnif icant
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An insignificant total, and that-was after many mahy:years of Jewish land
nurchase and settlemert.

I am coming now to that second special case which is well-known in
Palestine to Jews and Arabs alike. It is certainly well-known to the Ad-

ministration. It is the case of the Arabs of Wadi—Hawafeth, an area vhich

; ‘

is'now known gnder the Jewish name of EE;R/Hefer. That was an area of about  _
40,000 dunums, if we take it in its wider merimeter, on which originally

two beduin tribes numbering a total of 1;100 souls roamed about, They

kent sbifting their tents, thev gfazeﬂ, they sold manure to the neighboﬁriﬁg
Jewish settlements They sold sea-sand which is‘used for building in
_this country, and thév eked‘éomé iiviﬁg bué‘of‘thnf‘area.‘ They ﬁighéed’hﬂwmw
‘melons, thev arew cersals. It was verv smarse, as there was no irrigation
;whatsoever over the whole of that area of 40,000 dunums Now, I am not‘
going to take yoﬁ'through all the stages At nresent thrt area of L0,000
dunums sunrorts 26 Jewish settlements; none of which existed when the

land was boughtin1930 or in 1931. Twenty-six settlements! The‘ponuiatién
of those twenty-six settlements is now about 7,500 souls. I cannot éa#

that the emtire area is irrigated, but all the sebtlements ére'irrigating
1and; wells have been sunk, water has been found, and a considerable pért

of the land is under irrigation -- withess the nrogress in terms of the
condensation of the norulation. The twoi@éduin'tribes are there. They

have been accommodated on land nreviouslv comnletely derelict to the

north and south of the area. They are Wadi Hawareth Shamali, and the
Wadi Hawaretﬁ Kibli tribes -- Shamali meaning north and Kibli méaning

1

south. The movulation of those two tribes’has gone un from 1,100 to

1,700 todav I could eive vou a teble showing how it went up

‘

sradually. But, it is 1,700 todayv. Originally those Arabs were offered

L . /resettlement



'iiiéS§ttlemenp in another part of the.counfry, :They refused it and preferred.
v iito,resettle on the adjacent strips of land. And, for the first time, with the:
_f.help ofvthe compensation which they got from the Jews, they built houses. In
ﬁcfthis way two new Arab villages have sprung up. In the olden days when you
5¥‘nmp%ioned Wadi Hawareth Shamili and Wadi Hawareth Kibli, they were names of
?f€¥tiibes who drifted into that area and roamed over it, Now when you say Wadi

> Hawéréth Shamili and Wadi Hawareth Kibli you mean two villages, houses built of
Stone, of bricks, of concrete, The people are on a much higher level than they
:'-’ever were, and more numeroué. This is indeed a characteristic case, The total.
of the 200 families is included in the 300 which have been resettled, although
| _they have been resettled right on the spot and refuse to be shifted.

I said in my introductory statement to you that as a result of the

1 -acquisition of land from peasant proprietors not’ one single village has

- disappeared from the map, I differentiate land bought from aghsentee landlorde
where tenants had to be shifted and land bought from peasant nroprietors,

Bgt our case 1s that they all remained in rural life and agriculture, although
they changed their sboges occasionally, as they had done before, under the

. normal conditions, But wherever we bought land from peasant proprietors, and

- we buy land from peasant “proprietors up and down the coﬁntry, not one single

village disappeared from the map. The chief zone which I have in mind is the

""wcoastal plain, I can do no better, Mr. Chairman, with your vermissicn, than

quote .myself and read to you a §ﬁ§rt extract from the statement which I made on
Srjthe subject to the Anglo-Amiiyéan Committee, I said ahout the coastal plain:
“Thgre,}over 130 Jewish villages have been established since the First World
War," The number is now greater, To continue: "A large proportion of the land
- was bought from peasant proprietors, yet not a singlé Arab village has
disappeared from the map,~ not one. Dr. Weizmaﬁpquite rightly said with regard
to our development process that you cannot make an omelette without breaking
eggss But in the coastal plain something like a miracle was achieved:

/ a huge omelette
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r{'a huge omelette was made and not a single egg was broken., Moresover, using
la‘r'gely the same fz;ying pan, the Arabs managed to male QUite a decent omelette
fdr themselves: practically all villages in this zone, and parficularly those .
which sold a part of their land to the Jews, are more populous today than 25
years ago, and considefably better off than they were, and than other Arabs
are elsewhere., If you analyse the position more closely you will find that
prosperity and increase of population are in direct ratio to the sale of land
to the Jews, The sale of the surplus creazted the necessary capital to finance
the transitidn from primitive to more advanced forming,  And with regard to
that transition, abusing a little your patience, Mr. Chairmen, I would like to
read another very short parsgraph, I said: "The main feature of Arsb agricule
tural development in the last few decades has heen the continupus transitioﬁ
from terts to houses, from mudhuts to tile-roofed buildings, from grazing to
agriculture, from sowing to planting, from unirrigated to irrigated farming,
and in recent years from primitive ploughs to tractors, from sickles to
mechanical reapers. All this has heen happening not despite Jewiéh~settleméﬁt,
but concurrently with it,.and thanks to it. The curious fact is that as a
result of, or should we say, despite the fact that over one and helf miliion '

" Qunums have pass&l frem .reb to Jewish ownership, not only have'Aréb
fellaheen grown in numbers"...( it is a very significant fact that the |
Areb agricultural population has increased, and has particularly increased in
areas affected by Jewish agricultural settlement).,."but they have become
more deeply rooted in the soil than they were before, and their stake in
the land of Palestine has increased- more houses; more trees, more wells,
more livestock, more implements", and I might add more surviving babies, *

Now, in our estimation{ the sale of land to Jews was the main soutce ,

of capital for the improvement of Arab farming, and therefore was the main

/agent of Arab
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kaéent of Arab agricultural develooment; also Jewish development generallye
"_‘Thejgrowth of Jewish urban population expanded the market for Arab agricultural

| pfoduce, an& s0 on;'£he work of the Government to improve Arab farming
methéds also helped, but this too was dene with ihe revenue which got chiefly
"Elfrom the Jews. Now, in our experience, and I think it will be borne ouf by
'aﬁy unbiased person who knows the facts, when a pessant sglls land he sells
onlv a part, and he sells it chiefly in order to invest money in the
developmeqt of the remainder, or in order to wipe out his own indebtedness
which is completely sapping his financial position,. We know of no process

" of Arab pcasants selling out their lands completely., There has been no such

'nuthing in Palestine, T have hers a definitien frﬁl the Govmrnment's Blue Book

as to what kind of person the Arab is. They say that "most of the Arnbs are

peasants and small land holders, hard-headed and stubborn, with a profound

sense of attachment to the land", I fully subscrlbe to thiss. I do not subscribe

to everythlnp that went into the msking of that Blue Book. I am sure I will
S :

have an opportunity to return to some parts of it to which we tske a very

strong ex ceﬁtlon. But not only would I subscribe to this, but I would add

that he is a1so a very stiff and close-fisted bargainer, as he should be. And

. our contentign, Mr. Chairman, is that wi:% has tz2en happcning in the past

‘éannot but go on happening in the future if there is frsedom to sell, and

if for us there is freedom to buy. We never bought land from very snall
profrietors. Nét simply because we did not want to touch them, not because

it was too dostlywand impossible, but actually bécause then we would have been
acquiring property broken up in tiny fragments., We could only buy from the
wealthier peasants--from people with surpluse-from people who had to hire
iabour to cultivate their land. In so far as there are still such people in

Palestine, nrovided we are given the chance, we will go on buying so far as we

- have the mgans, We have always been handicapped as to means, and that process

': of developrent will continue, If it dezs net continue, then the Arab

- peasantry will lose its chief sow iz of B
‘ A S ooy HAeapital
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.as a subjiect for another question put by Sir Abdur Rehman, that is the

capital for a substantial improvement of thelr position,

This brings me stralght to my next subject, which incidentally served L

operetion of the Land Law, Sir Abdur Rehman asked whether we could give
him figures as to areas of land hought by Jews in different zones of Palest:ihé )
since the inauguraticn of the new racial land regime. (This is my terminolégy,i;.
Sir fbdur Rehman). Well, in the seven years that have passed sincé that daté',j,l-
February 1940, say from 1940 to the end of 1946 - that is my latest ﬁ.gure; L
I .have no figures for 1947 - the Jews have acquired 38,000 dunums in the
pronibited zone, 23,500 dunums in the so-called regulated zone", and: 1;5,‘_000',.‘ ,

dunums in the free zone. The land acquired in the prohibited and the r'eguia- :

ted zones was not acquire;d by way of the High Commissioner using such'di‘scré-
tionary powers as are vested in him to permit sales in certain cases. It o
was acquired by virtue of rights previously acquired --that is to say of

sales practically conéluded previously but not wet quite executed, It was - *
acquired also by means of processes by which according to the law, transactibng; 4’
do not require any approval of the Gevernment, So it was all done within | |
the fi‘our corners of the law, It may not have been intendedbby the authofé

of the law, but it has happened. And it hes happened not in defiance of ﬁhe ‘
law, but in accordance witﬁ ite ,}:Erf Ben Gurion said t hat we are very sor\ry
we did not find ways and neans of hreaking the law. I shere his feeljhgs,-
but I am stai?jng his f:cts and not feelings, .\Iherp it did liw within the
discretion of the High Commissioner to permit sales of land from irabs to
Jews in certain areas, in $9 cases out of 100, end perhaps 99.9, permission
was vithheld. I think Kr. Ben Gurion was asked by one of you gentlemen to ‘
say something about t‘:e way the law was being applied. Well, I will say thls
vhen that was discussed in the British Housc of Commons it came under a ‘
terrific barrzge from the opposition benches, and the. oprosition benches of -
that time join the Goveri.ment of todéy. One of th{, Labour front bencheré,

who is today the Lord Cha‘lcellcr, Lord d .y/tt the head .of the Bntlsh

Judiciary, defined the law as & "savage law"s I myself was in the aallery,
i 31‘(3. Iv o

a



and T remémbér:" it, it rings mmyears. The way he reapeated the word"oné"e, '

tﬁice, .end three times, with more and more emphasis ~- Savage! Savage! Savage!
IR N : ks - - : - N .

y

. -1 say that savage law is applied in a savage manner, with a vengeance. I am

U

‘net here to argue the question of application of the law: I am here to con-
. demn the law, But it is a very eloquent testimony of the spirit which
pregyails in the whole administrative machine in regard to its obligation to

us to encairage close settlement of Jews on the land. For instance, the

B
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‘J:aw says expressly that it does not affect state property --Govemmment lands,

Government lands are exempt from it. That is tc say if there is an area

of Goverl;unent land in the prohibited zone the Government may transfer it to

a Jew, But, by an administrative ruling, which took us e great deal of
trouble to unearth, we eventually managed;td get it admitted by the Govern-
meqt thet they were conducting their business on the basis that ruling by
virtue of which Government: lands were assimilated to Arab lands, and today
we cannot get a single sguare incn of Government land in the prohibited

gone. Even when our scldiers returned from the fields of battle, having
1sft some comrades behind turied in the war ceme'teries,ana. some of them
wantéd to be resetiled, - they wers very modest in their requirements:

they did not want much land to plant and .sow, they wanted just a little plot
of land to put a house upon - and we wanted to get the Governmeﬁt to allow us
to acquire a certain amount of land nezr Jerusalem, just or{ the outskirts of
the city - 1t haprened to be outside the municinal boundary and therefore in

the prohibited zone - it wes a completely waste plot of land, of no use at

.21l for any purpose other then huilding, the Covernment did not szy that

the scheme was not sound er that owr soldiers were not entitled to that form
of assistance. They said, "Your soldiers are Jcwish soldiers, They are
Jews, end the Jews may not acquire land in the prohibited zone.," If there
is a case the law does provide for, it is consolication of holdings, If

there is a Jewish holding, an .irab holding, and acein a Jewish holding,

“that makes cultivation very difficult., It is.a question of comsolidating

' 11; and the law doe¢s give power to the High Commissioner to sanction transfers

Jof land,.,



‘of land in the interests of consolidation, But when we applied the GoVern~ ‘e
ment said: "No, you must not buy, you cen nly exchange ¢ne plot é.gainstl

£ “

;;Jfafxot%:er plot of yours." [That is to say, "Your vronerty, Jewish propert,')‘r‘,

P
=

Jewish holdings in the prohibited zone must not increase by one square inch.
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~ "It must be crystallized," ‘
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On yo'uf way from VJbex.-u.salém to Tei Aviv, on the left as you pg\pq Latrun,
i You see a young Jewish settlement whlch bears thé very ancient name of Eﬁr’"
'kn‘dm from the cdays of Kn:_ng Solomon., There is a new Jewish settlement there,
:and there is ,a‘ plot of Arab»land which drives e wédge into the érea where they

egre building their houses, 4 small plot of land belonging to an Arab in a -

- nelghbouring village, The colony has land near his village. They are offering

' him in exchange two dunums per dunum. They are not only giving him land
nearing his village, but they are also =iving him two dt;nums per dunum, He
agi'ees, and petitions the Government to sanction the exchange. The Jewish
settlement also petitioﬁs the Government to sanction it ,7 but the High
Commissioner says, no. And the wedge stays., You cannot temper with it;
~ it is sacrosanct,

ks you travel agzin from Jerusalem to Tel Lviv you see on the 'right the
forest of Maaléh Hehamisha, There is a Jewish village perched on a hill and
-they have plant ed a forest which has completely transformed that landscape,
‘ ard you see that forest in its configuration following a very curious zigzag
line., You might think the line was drawn by some climatic condition, or that
the soil got worse there ard no more trees could be planted, The horder of
that forest is a politicel boundary. That is how the Land Lav bound that
. forest. It crystallised it. Beyond it no ‘tree may be planted. Of course
the Arabs may plant trees, but they do-not. The Govornment may plant trees,
7 but it does not., The forest is a living thing, but its spread has been
karrested by the Land Law,

It is not a measure intended for social protection; it is a measure
intended for politicel protection, and ethnic crystallisation is by means
. -of racial discrimina’t{ion. The Governmen®. has shown no consideration for the
qe stion of diswlacement of irabs where Arabs alonc are concerned, We have

grotection of Cultivators Ordinance, We have always accepted its principle

© and cooperated with it. It says “rxi when land is hought over the head of a
tenant and the tenart has no plac: Lo wiich to go, he must be given land,

/preferably...
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preferably = I think it is a condition - in the seme neighbourhood, But R

after tre passing of the racial discrirrrlnatqry Land Law the Government very
seriously considered the abolitioh of the Protection of Cultivéﬁors Ordinqn'qe‘f_k,
in the prohibited zone. That is to say, if en Arab displsced an ~rab tenant,::
the Government did not propose to interfere, They only revised it because =
they realised this would be going rather too far and wonld show that their
unly interest in the land was nolltlcal and not social urotectlon.

From this backrround which I have sketched very rouchly in regard to .-
one section of the Government's activities, and I have by no means exhausted
the spbject. I pass to a theory which I should like to diécuss - a very ‘
singular theory now advanced by the Mandatory Government as to the rath;r
lame and feebls excuse of its lamenﬁable failure and its flagrént breach of
trust, amd that is the theory of dispurity between Jewish and Arab standard_'s;'
the growth of that disparity aé being the roct of a_sll the trouble thaf, ‘has

been experienced., That negative- theory pervades the Blue Book which I have

méntiont—;d - a most characteristic document, if I may say , sup’rémely intelli-~
cent ly written from the point of view of the thesis which it sets out ,1:‘0
prove, hut, I would presume to add, c‘:ontaining very little statesmanship
and constructive wisdom, |

What is the essence of that theory? It is that the Jews in their
cxcessive zeal have procressed too quickly, that the Arabs have lagged behmd,
that althourh the Ar abs have henefited from the Jewish development, the gap -
the dis \Iﬁity - between the respective standards has»groz-m, and that this is
at the root of all the difficulty. No proof whatsoevgr, no factual, no‘
statistical proof has bsen advanced in support of that theory; not a Single
fact, not a single fi;vm‘g. We believe the onus of proof is on the Government.
We believe, on our part, that this cannot be proveci. >Further, we believe
thé contrary can be proved., We believe that in many walks of life, in large
fields of ecbnomic act1v1ty, the irabhs have progressL,d relatlvelv more than
.tha Jews., There is stlll dlSTJaI’ltJ - a very wide one. But if you use a

comparative method, ¢ vou examine things relatlvvely in proportion, you
‘ - D [Wi1L findees



: mll;‘.’ind a relatively sreater progress among irabs than among Jews, for

a.ll _'thé'dispéxi'g,r that is still there. In certaln trades «rab wages have
Vrj.s,en démonstrably more in p'mportion to ’che previous level than in the case
- of Jewish labour. In certain branches of farming it is the same thing. In
0 cgenefal, there has been a very marked ris\e in prosperity. But this is not
ther:qalq point, The sting of th.e theory is not in the proposition, but in
: 1ts implicatior, ’
What is the implicafién? The impiication is that Jewish development .
| must be checked until .rab prorress catches up with it, The theory is not
'fnerely contrary to everyfhing that the Jews have been entitled to expect.
It is in itself fellacious and self-defeating.
May I explein? To the Jew it means that the whole purrose of ais
- coming here - which is that he should be free jc,c work-out his own salvation =
1s disregard-d, The basis on which the British Government cbtained the‘
,‘ liendate - that is to say, to ass1st' in the establishment of a Jewislr\l/ ational
’ Hone, nrimarily = is scropped. The Jew is no lonser ‘here in his own right
and far the sake of his own future. H;z is relegated in this country.to the
‘hwniliatmg role of merely assisting in the prorress of others, of serving
| as an instrument fer the development of other people. =»snd he has to justify
+his presence end his activity by reference to the ;=rt he plays in the life
- .'voi‘ others - not in his own 1ife, That is, as far as the JFew is concerned,

But what about the Argzb‘? The p01nt 1.: that he can onl" lose from the

*”,:/:Iew belns, checked. i Jew sh ctevelor)ment is the prime arent of Arab progress,
" as has been xe;ox{l‘nuc.l“antlf ard overwhelmingly proved. If you retard the first,
o ‘you slow down the second, Whether that new, abtruse noticn - disparity -

~will grow greater or smaller is a matter of speculation, but in plain language,
s if‘vyo_u check Jewish prozress it will mean less food, worse food for the Arabs,

- lower wages, more primitive conditions. You co not speed up the Areb by
. puttigg a brakec on the Jew,. You harm both,

| Lpart from this, the questicn is, how do you propose’tc do it? You can
"'v—-rdAo_it by adnﬁnistrative rressure, and that has heen done continually., Spokes

, ‘ L /have been..,
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have been put in owr wheels and obstacle's plac 4 in our path, And ﬁhe‘
result has been that not only the pledge to us has been broken, but the
Arabs have been denied the full chance of further 'progreos, and the gulf
between Jew and Arab was widened, not bridged. - .

Moy I 7ive you one or two examples as tc how ;che' Government of Paleis’r;ine“;
exerted itself in this business of bridge-building between Jew ‘and vArab,’ in : |
.this enternrise of narrowing the cap, of doing away with the disparity betwee;i;"
the two peorples in fields where it depended entirely on its own initiative,' -
where it lay fully within its own powsr, when it was not a question of merély
checking the unseemly-haste of the Jew, who is too impatient, but where the
Government was free to act on its ov;rn.

My- first example is the Hu}e/h concession, You have been in that part
of the country, I helicve, and you have seen thaet swemp in the north-e,astorn
corner of Palestine, It hes bzen there for centuries past. It is the;;e toda';yb‘:,,l:
intact, twenty-nine years after the oo.nquest of Pelestine by the Britishe
That hotbed of diseasc infésting the en@ire neighbourhood. It is not xﬁerely
a nest‘of lma‘l/e/xét, which is destructive of human life and strength., It also
excludes from cultivation an area of excellent soil, and it does not onaolé )
exploitation of rich deposits of psae/. It is all hidden behind that staé,nan"h |
pool of water, The water itself cannot be used for irrigation. Sc threre
is itreble waste there - waste of human life and strength, waste of soil,
waste of water,

In 1914, T believe - a few months before the war broke out - two
Effendis from Beirut bestirred t‘nomselves/ end applicd tc the Ottoman Governe |
. ment for a concession to dreain and rec}a/im the area, They were given the"
concession., \For the concession itself they neid a ourely nominal sum, quite
insignificant, The uncertaking was to drein. the area within six yearsl,' at

the end of Jrhich they were to pay for"each dunum two Turkish vounds, and also
' had to give up 10,000 Turkish dunums, which is 9,000 metric dunums, to the
Arab cultivators, but the cultivators had to nay them for the lend ard the \

’
s s
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| 7"v-c'o‘"st.s‘.- The War ceme; they did noth.Ln;r. 4t the end of the War they found
the Brltlsh Admnlstratlon here. Thev came to the British Admmstratlon

end asked for confirmetion of the old Turkish concession. They had the
'ﬁr;krt, the title; thc concession was confirmed, But an obligation was
i_x’gpos’ed, that they should st.art; to work within a certain periocd of time,
‘.‘vThey Qid nct keep it. Ho work started. They kept going to the Government
and begzing for prolonp‘a,fion, and inveriably the requ st was pranted. And
so years passed, «nd knothing‘ changed.‘\ The buffalos wallowed in the mud;
rﬁosquitoes swarmed, and carried the poison far and wide, Arab babies died
like flies, nreb fellaheen ék—ed out a miserable existence from sparse culti-
vation and from mat-making ‘out of the reedg which zrew in the swamp. Englishe
men, splashipg through pools of water _in hish boots, shot wild duck.

Jewish pioneers cast hungry eyes on that s]”.u-u:j‘ish surface of water
hiding beneath it the previous soil.' The Government, indifferent to both
the lad-starved Jews and the di se;ase-ridden Arabs, completely unidentified
with either, let thin~s drift. I£ had the money. ‘In those years it had
'money ~ there was a ‘very big surplus, Falestine paid the United Kingdom

one million pounds for the railway from Kantara to Haifa, which was originally

built =zs a military asset. We paid off the full cost of the railway. We

paid off the full share of the Pelestine debt, 814,000 pounds. No other part

of Turkey paid off its share. e did, But for Huleh thcre was no money.

knd the Arab effendis, ccmpletely prorress-proof, sheltering securely behind

the’ wall of /dministrative passivity and indifference, waited with folded

érms, placidly, patiently, for the Jows to come forward and pay as high a

nrice as their fancy and greed would dictate. That is actually what happened,
~In 1935 Jewish patience snapped. They got wsary of waiting for the

Government to enforce the concession, either to compel the srabs to drain

the area, or to teke away the concession znd offer it to somebody else,

“hnd so they went to the arabs, and by direct n—egotiati;on ‘c:hey bought the

" noncession. They nzid for it the fantastic ameunt ’Qf 200,000 pourds.,

That was a little more than it is now, just for tle concession,. for the title,

) “for vhlch the ﬂI’c«")S "had paid notha.n But the-brans fernof <the concession




. should not recreate swamps, and the water should be used for irrigation =—e
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was subjeet to the Goverrﬁnent's approval, anl the Go'rfex‘!nmant made éer‘bain )

stipulations, with &1l of -which the Jews comnlied The Government stlpulated

that the Jews give up not the 9,000 dunums, bub 16 OOO dununis ~- the exact

fi~ure riven is 15,774 -- to the irsb cvltivators who were to get that area {'

completely {ree of charse. They had not yiven up the area, but the Jews were ' -

te drain it, cerry out all the major draiﬁape work end the mejor irrigation:”’i b'
work, for which the Lrebs were to pay nothing. The Jews complied, The -
Government, on its part, szid it cculd not meke eny oontribution to the I‘emoval
of that festering sore on the seorranhical bedy of Palestine, no 'contribujbion‘:ﬂ‘:

whatsoever from the taxes, sixty-{ive per cent of which it got from the;Jew's."

The Jews complied with everything, But then the question arose of engaging
a vroperly qualified firm tc meke the plan, and a British firm was enz"a?edv--'

Randall falmer ond Tz‘lttun. Thev sent ﬁown eng 1neers ana thuy w\,nt out amd

LN LR £ 3
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1ooked. . They bot only looked, they alsc put in some work thcre, and they .

FUSN

found thet .t was idle to speak chbout the drainage of a part of the"conces,aidi,[‘ |
You would have to drain the whole basin in order to make it hebitable and

healthy, and to contrel the waters of all the springs nearby so that they -

which'meant, thet the cost of drainage would be much higher, It.,v also meant
that tle Jewish company, the Iale ‘Sy{ne Land Develepment Company, wouldha\‘re o
to do work ocutside the concession ares which v_;aé quite incmceivable, So -
it came tc the Government, and this time fond a ready ear. The High

U : .
Commissioner at that time, General 3ir .rthur ‘uJa}(cho e, was a dynamic persone

& , j
He said, all rignht; that p{b of the job the Goverrment will do. fnd the sum .
of 235,000 po- .5 was carmarked for this purnose. So, with the moneys of’
the Jewish compeny, and other companies who were ready to join in, it looked =

as if the thing would teke shape znd be carried through at last, But then a

series of hitches occurred. In 1936, irsb riotsv; in 1937, the Partitien

Report of the Peel ‘C/cméssion. The Governrent said, how can we tackle the job?

We do not know w’nether it w:Lll be in a Jewish or in an I-.ral" State; vhether the

Vi

Jewish Statz or the nrab State mll recogm.ze our: conmtment #de have got to

wait, 3Back it TJen’c mto cold stora =g, with the mosqultoes swarnung, the .
o R

-
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of the disparity between Jews anc frabs. The swamp is still there.

My other example is the way the Government acts in its capgcity as an
employer of lz%‘;/}@‘u{ and as lesislator on labour matters., I will conceptx.-af;e on.
warses, The Government is a big employer of labour, i.ccoréing te its own B
statoment, between civil end mllltary authorities they employ some 80,000 A
neonle. If you add to thet those employed b:V the oil companics you will find .A :
that perhens over 50 per cent of irab workers work for these three: the Govern=
ment, the irmy and the oil companies. Wages in these unlertakings are noto-
riously low., Witness the strikes, =& st\xjké cf Government employees in 19.'46' -
when tens of thousands struck; a strike after all petience has been exhausted,
after endless delays and rei‘usals. £ strike in 1947 of army and police employ=
ees because of the miserable wuges, of the impossihle conditions. Here the
Covernment is completely free to remove the disparity,.

Why is it that of the 121 off’i;ials in the Falestine CGowernment, receiving
salaries from 1000 rnounds & ycar upwards, 113 are British, only four are arab,
only three are Jews, Cne is describ.d as Yothers". Is that removal of dispa-
rity? Here is disparity, a very grest one, completely within the power of the
Gevemment, if not to remorc, et least to reduce. Why is it that the British _
policemen met nald so much morc than lalestinian policemen? 1T do not grudge '
them their expatriation allowance, I do not -rudge them their housirg alloﬁancé.
They are strangers to this country and they should ret them. I do not enter
into the que:s.tl on of whether the bringing of g many British police is justifiéc'
or not, Tnat is net my point., HWaturally, if people are broucht over from afar
for a éortain purvose, they are entitled tc an allowance. They are strangers
herc. But why is it that their basic salaries are nct only hicher, but so
much hicher? You will find firwcs in the Survey,

Then why is that the Gevernmomt has conzistently, obstinately, refused ea
tc insert a fair wase clause into nublic works contracts in the teeth of: A/L
Jewish insistence throurh &ll the years? Why is it tha\t when the I‘{/ad M’
Fetroleum Company, & big employer of labour, ~ot its conccssion and sigred
its arrcement with the Government, no fair wage clause was inserted? Was

that in order to reduce disparity? Why isoit vher the. time.ceme for signing
. e s s i i
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. agr;:emeﬁt with the";Trans-,’\\]vyébiéh 0il Company - that was only last ycer, and
“the Jewish -éncy wrote a letter not only for the scke of Jews, but also for
tﬁe sakeé of all emnloyees and the tradition is thet far more Lrabs than Jews
ere':employed ny these companies,
To insert a clause obliging the oil company to pay a fair wage wnich
sﬁould be more or less equal to a wage received by an unskilled hrab warker
"in this country? The Government did something on that cccasion, but all it
sa.id was that the wage should be similar to the wage paid by good employers

in the same field - which means by the Irag Fetroleum Comnény, which is under

no obligation to pay a fair wage.
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In 1928, as a result of Jewish insistence on mipié;m wage
legislation, the Government appointed a committee of three.

' The chairman was & British District Commissioner, there was an
Arab gentleman of the employer class, and there was a Jewish
gentleman, my friend Mr. Ben-Zevie, at present head of the

S
Vaad Leumi, but at the time spokesman of the HisE;ﬁrut, of the
Labour Federation.

There was a majority report and a minority report. The
majority report was signed by the British official and the Arzdb
employer. The mincrity report was signed by the Jewish labour
spokesman., I will read just one extract from the majority
report. The cdate is 1628, The extract reads as follows :

"We are not satisfied that there is a conscious demand for

a minimum wage law among the majority of workmen in

Palestine. That the view of the General Federation of

Jewish Labour, that is the Histadrut, represents the

opinicn of the large majority of its members isuncrubtecd

A number of Arab workmen are members of the Railway and

Postal Workers' Section of the Federation, that is, of the

Histadrut., That a certain number of non-union Jewish

and even irab werkmen sympathize with these views is

probable, but we do not consider that the views cf the

Federation necessarily represent those of Arab labour as

a wholey nor have the Fecderation claimed that position.

In the absence of any democratically crganized srab Labour

organizaticn of any size, we have been unable to ascertain

what are the opinions of Arab labour on a minimum wage
law,"

There they let the matter rest. They were unable to
fathom that impenetrable secret as to what the Arab weorkers
thought, whether they wanted a decent wage or not, because there
was no properly constituted instrument, no democratically
organized union to serve as an instrument for the ascertainment

" of that clusive notion.
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I looked up the terms of reference., I thought maybe the terms of refer-
cnce werc just toascertain the views of others, Not a word about that, The
ters of reference woere to study the question of minimum wages znd to make
proposals,

So here, these two gentlenen, before the whole public, abCicate their
title tc an independent personal opinion on the sdﬁjoct which they had becn
enpointen to investigete,

.Still, there is some progress in Pelestine, In 1943, in the middle of
the war, we had a new wages committec. It was under the choirmenship of the
then Chicf Justice of Pglcstinc, lire Justice F. Gordon Sm%}ﬁ{ K.C. Again it
included Jews and Arabs. It discussed the question of minirmum wage legislation,
an over-riding uniforn minimm wage for oll lehorcrs, irrcspective of race
or creced, That 1s to say, a movc to bridge the gulfa to do away with di§parity
wes pressed by the spokcsmon cf Jowish labour, a moember of the committec,

officials

It s resistod. It wes eresisted agrin by o conbinetion of govcrnmcng/&nd A¥ab

majority of the
employers. liev rthicless, thq/Committpo s2ic sonething must boe done,

There should¢ be no generdl ninimum wasge, ond

4.

inustrial boards werc to fix o minirmm in ench trade; thot is, a dfferentieol
miniizm, .cll, thet was sornc improvement. The spokesiien of the His&;d;uth
.3 not satisficd, end he said in his minority opinion: ".. grest many witnesses
whe cxpresscd an opiniuvn on this question before the comidttec, including the
representotives of the Jdodsh and .red nixted labour orsinizations ..." —- so

v
tods time there wes ne leck of clecar expression of the vicws cf 4rcb labour —-
Meoo @85 well as roprescentelbives of cnploycers interests, end elso hecds of
governnent deertients o ssociated with leb: r uroblems, spoke with onc volce
in fevour of an ecuel ninimum woge for Loth the Jewish and . reb unskilled worker‘

whesc occupation is repular industricl cmployment,™  licll, this was not accepted,

They passcd & recons 2ndation in fovour of the industrial boards. The Government

3 oA PRI w
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¢ic net set up thosc industrizl boords. It took nc acticn whatsocver on cven
thet ninimum recomacndation of the majority of the committec, Thet is the

Palestine Govermmaent!s conception &s to its duty, obligetion and opportunity

of reducing the dispority of stendords. Nevertheoless, the problem of

. .

(iscrepency is there, and it is not morely o problem facing the governcment,

2

It is feeing the Jows and it is facing the irabs. The Jews have a responsibility £

tec discharge here, lell, i, Chairmon, the Jews claim en oppeortunity to

R

ischerpe thrt responsibility, They do not we  to rect contunt mercly with

I

foeins thet rcosonsibility. Thsy want to be soddled -ith ib. Seddle th"a Jcﬁs
with the responsibility, Do not leave thaz to struggle sgeinst the over-
vheloring odds of adninistrotive obstruction. Ilake thom responsible for it

If wou rcally vant the ciispa{r}'/ty ©o cisappear, you must cnirusv the task
to thosc to whom it is o nmetter of dircet scli-interest. I am net inviting
you to trust the altruism of the Jew, .11 I an saying to you is that you

should t rust Jewish intdlizence in ednreising ot its full value Jouish sclf-
interest. Trust the Jew for being enlightonedly sclfish, Not more then that,
Enlightenedly and/

intciligently sclfish, .n¢ I say sclfishncss is a norc cffcctive guerantec
thon altruism. I do not dispore;c altruisn, I <o not deny aysclf or my

iriends the rirht of Leing eltruistic, But I say that hore we arc on a much

i

firmer Losis when our sclf-interest is so directly affccted.
llow, vhy is it in thc sclf-inteorest f the Jews theit therce should be
quality of rights end that there should be en cqualization of standords,

lotwrally, there is o cifference betwoen rights end stenlerds. Equel rishts

7u coen groat Ly o deerecy by an act of legislation, Ecuclizeticn of stondnrds

is not o onc~tinc ccty it is o process, it is an cvolution. You can- speed ih
. o
up, you can slow it dowm, you can promote it, you cen impede it,

.

First, I would mug;sest to rou o morel consideration, but a morel considera

tion reotcd in sclf-intorest, The Jews come here to stoyj they come here to
3 0 - 3
live, to dic cventually, or if nccessary., They do not come here to rule. They

Go not come here to scek well-paid jobw of tamporary [Eurationid(o/Thatrds alse
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- _wrileetly legitimatce, but that is not the ;_:urpéso for vhich the Jouws cone.,
\Thcy identify themselves wdth this country. It is their country. That is vhe
they belicves Theyare completely and irrevocably identified.iith it. It is

‘" their home, They do not want to oeé inside and arounc that home, in their

" ovn midst , povorty, squalor, i morance, social opprcssiom. Thoy want the air
of Pelestine purified of cll these befouling influences, beeouse it isthe air
winuich they and their children have to breathe, It is o matter of sclf-
intcrest,

Sceondly, therc is cnother compelling, perheps a little nore conpelling
self-int.rest of a metcriel kind, The Jows arc anxicus to protect their
stenderd of 1ife ageinst the compotiti.n of choap -labou:;‘, ogainst thc
cnerodchnent of pevirty, isnorance, and social inequalitye. Loveling up is to

then o process of sclf-defensc, Levdling down the Jew to the jrab
is o netter of acministrative conveaience for the Dritish. But levelling up
the [reb to the nivea‘- <. of the Jow is o matter of sclf-defense for the Jew.

Thirdly, agein on the matepiel side, the Jews arc end would be rost

vitelly intorested in reising the purchasing power of the freh sopulation for

Juirish industriel products. The oxpension of the inturnol market is the chicf
suurce of strongth of Jewish industry.

Fourthly, anobher vitel Jerish interest will be 4o vrevent en influx of
cheap labour from the ncishbouring countrics, to do cway with the state of
thin~s which cxis s ‘c,oc'_ay' in the port of Haifa., where Huay&i’xis and /Sudl/atizigrcrs
work for wages which c¢ven a Palestine Jraeb lebourcer will not accept. Thercfore,
it is for thec interest of the Jew, first, to raise the standards of the .rabs
of Palestine, the .rzbs in the Jaiish Stete, tothe level of the ;Jox-r in order
that it should be also a self-intereit of the irab to set his face against
the infiltration of cheap, unorsinized, and bockwerd lebodr. Tt is in the
vital interest of the Jew that therc should be development in Syria, that there

should be development in Irag, that there should be development all around,
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in ordcr that cveryiherc the level should rise and the neighbouring countries

shic 1id net Lo able to Cump their unemployed surplus on Palestine, as they have
been doine for years pest.,  hencver there is a crisis in Syria, whencver there

is & drousht cnyvhere, they fleck here and they undercut end underbid local

labour.,
we arce antoerested thet © hore should be development in drainage and *
irrigetion anc rance of productivity therc so that they should stey there and

vrogner and not imveds us ond encroach upon our stencords of life, it is
o natter of sclf-interest,

Fifthly, the rcletions of the Jeus . -- cell it vhet you will, Jewish

wbowe, Jadsh Polestine -~ with the neis bol{r}m,/ cbos 1ll primcrily depend

N

on the treatient of the .rabs by the Juirs in their own state, Being surrounded
from
'y . s 1 - N

Ly .rob territorics on 2ll sides, cxecent/ the  Sea, it would be for them
an clementary point of sclf-prescrvotion to h.ve their hands and their
conscicnees clean with rcfercnce to the .xrabs.

o ' for the Arabs . . .

Lestly, the sixth guerentce/is the presence in 2ll oriental countries
of Jewish hostorcs, and in fact, the nrescnce of suwish hostages thraughout
tic world, Jewdish minorities throughout the world which will forever romain
vory closcly-- and as tirc pocs on, morc and nmorce closcly iinked up with Jewlish
Qelestine, deuish Pelestine will foel responsible for so bcheving towards the
stranpers in its own n.dst so as not to ;ive an c:itcusc for ersccution or for
telsing it .ot cn the Jdowrs anyvhere clsc. ' ‘

The climineticn ¢f disparity yatl Le & very inportont function of the

Jadsh 3tcte, Dat it will on .y Le 2 by-nrocduct of the cstehlishment of the

Jevdsh Stete, That is net its mein nurpesec. If wo clain statchood, it is not

]

in crder to Co eway with dispority between us and the others or to halp others;

we claim it becausc e boliceve that it is due to us, Therc arc four trends

which convergze in the prosent day situation to meke the Jewish Stete an urgent

intcrnational necessity.
}
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The first is tne coming of age of the Yishuv, its maturity. Tt feels

that it has outgrown the leading strings of any tutelage —- Mandate or trustee-

ship, call it what you like,

The second is the general international pattern of the Hiddle East, of the
;countries around us, They are all states; they have all achieved independence.
‘Far from being 2 note of discord, this claim for a Jewish Statc harmonises

compietely with the orchéstra that is playing around us. loday we do not fit
in with the general pattern. We want to fit in., We want to be an element
in harmony, not in discord.
Thirdly, there is an imperative need for large-scale immigration and
settlanent in this country to save the surviving remnonts of Buropean Jewry,
-the threatened Jews of the Orient, and to put our work herc on very firm founda-
tions; and that can only be done with full ¢ffectiveness if we have instruments
of state power in our hands, that is to say, if state power is placed in the
. hands of these who arc vitally interested im the job,

And fourthly, the futur: of the Yewish people, thc status of the Jewish

e

kg

/ people in the world isihere at stake. It is a question of whether the Jewish
.. people once and for all will b= helped to get rid of the scourge of hmnq}éssness;

2
By boing . given a pied-a~terre on the face of this earth; and it can only

be done in this country, lie belisvethat there can be no prospect of real peacc
without the conferment on us of a definite political status of independence,
internationally recognised ang guarantced.

Why should th. Lrabs be interested in coming to terms with us so loné as
they can hope simpl to keep us down“or . put us down? “hy should they have
to negotiate if we are nct at par with thuom, not on the same footing? Is it an
accident that the Feiﬁyé].- Weigmann Agreement came gfter arxl not before the
Balfour Declarztion which gave us that status, cr at least the Arabs tanought it

did? They learned better frow the sliding back of the British Administration,

which came very quickly. Vhy were there approaches mads in 1937 of all years?



BT/GV : A/AC.13/P.V.33
117-125

I note that this has been very vehemently deni»l in the Arab Press. I am not
here to make for them the busingss of denial unduly easy. ‘I will make it a
little more difficult. There was not only one approach, there were two approaches,
one in the summer and one in the winter of 1937.

CHAIRMasN: How much have you left? We have to retire for a private
meetingand I want to know about arrangements.,

¥r, SHARTOK: In that case, I would suggest that perhaps we break off
here,

CHATRMEN: Is it convenieat for you, or would you rather go on for  couple |
more minutes? e are goins te continue tamorrow in any case. |

Mr. SHERTOK: No, I would rather stop here.

CHMAIRIAN: In that case, the public hearing is adjourned until tomorrow
at 9:30 a.m,

(The mecting adjourned at 1:20 pom,)
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