vitich ingludesbasic docménts relating
w..# to the debate that raged infsrael over the
*German reparations plan of the early, 19595 H
got the feeling that. as with other 7 Crifcial
national dilemmas, stale ideology and reckiess
factionat motivations never fail to nip at the
heels of (ihe: slected lpaders, undermining
national causes on g:ve”nalf of *stipreme paid-

~ otism’” Ferocious- -assaylts were ;aamg K S
195132 by the sulky Right, joined By abepra-
‘tions from the hollow fringes of the Teft,
Politiclans at both extremes were f1ying 1o -

wanipujate the sentimients of the sient
. majority, - he?e‘b}’ menacing s{:«me guly vital
_ national ipterests,

- _An cartier ahgnmmt o il:wse cxtreme. p;g}eq
had ermergad when the UN partitien plat was

- discussed i 1947-48, and turned ouj to'be the -

oply practical option for aftaining an inde:,

sote. ‘@pmmws on the extréme L_e_fiw '

; anﬁ nght ponsidered the plan 2 crime.

. "%he Germian reparations debate in 4953.82
dragga.d these sarae forces-together, this tme

~-against the mature and democratically elected

goverement headed by David Ben-Gurlon

and Moshe Sharett. :

Thediscussion of German reparations actu-
ally stacted in September 1950. HS.initiator

was David Horwitz, then director-general of .
“the Finance Ministry, He way ternbly wortred:

i dee -how desperate the- ecummy had
‘mzmme, st als0 obseryed signs of impressive
gréwth in West Germany. It dawned on him
that there was a possible link between lsrael’s
poverty and German prosperity. He suggested
to foreign minister Sharett that Isragl
approach the Occupying Powers asking for
German feparations. At that point, merely
five yeats after the Holocaust, it was consid-
ered tabeo to menijon anything related to
Germany.

The discussions that took place in the For-
cigti*Ministry were all treated as top secret.
- .Shatett assumed a leading role in enlisting the
_‘_p;ume nErister; the finance minister and a few
—Sgpior officials: Ben-Gurion reslized right at
. the SShinining that it would be & graveerros if
Istael were not to taise the reparations issue
with the four Occufiving Powers - the US, UK,
Soviet Unipn and France: Hewas pmba’i;ly the

first Jaraeli leader to-anticipate the risa of West
Germany in post-Nazi Effepe. He wassconfi--

denit that the new jeaders of West Germany

‘were comimitted to dernotagy, and that than--

cellor Konrad Adenauer’s Germany was “agif-
ferent Germany.” Most memmbers of e cabi-
© et agreed, and almoest all the opncmicp
- Jeadegs, endorsed . Ben-Gution's vigl
¢ although appos;tur te ccmtaa with. th

e
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The ')‘k':‘ Sk Lfiﬂt realize that thers was.ng
chamte of isolating Germany. Noy didiit
believe-that any pressure could lead to: the is0-
iation ef israel,

Following Ben-Gurion's and Sharett’s con-
cept, the government finally decided in
March 1951 to fransmit to the
four. occupying ~ governments
official notes outfining the
demaand for German repatations.

" The reaction uf the US, UK and

Prance was ‘éﬁ from encouraging,
The Soviets G4 eten bother ¢
respond. The three Western coun
irigs pidinted cut that they wen
uot in a position to press the West
Gofnipas, Nor werd thoy ready tc
serve gven s vaedistors. They all

- counseled divect talks with the

Germans. Politicians of all shades
geluded them$dves that  other
governments would perform the
function for israel. While the

., the firmaredminis-

ter and fmem tinister started

sarly 1o mm;axehemi that morally,

oimcaiiy ‘and financially the jew-

ish people ought sot fo ot the

. pespetrators of the Holocaust also
inhesit the loot, Menachem Begin

on. the Right and his: coléifies

on the extremié Left comfinued- to.
*‘agpca& even indirect contact, idi-
culing the possibility that West Germany
wav.id ever grant substantial funds to Ismasl
When the agreement with Adenaner was
reached, Israet received machinery, infrastruc-
ture and other kinds of aid worth $883 mik-
Hon over 12 vears. Fifty yeats ago, this wesof
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i—ioswm;s concept stated that half a million
survivors of the Nazi era would require $i.5
billion for absorption in Istael, or §3, 000 per
SUTVIVOL. Incidéntally, Hotwitz and Dr
Natirn Gotdmagn, of the World Jewish Con-

e Ieadﬂm ¢
iabored. 1

Futiclily tnoveeure the Gérman

Was

,«ress, Ead seciet meetings with

'”"“was ﬂecﬂs-"s&ry 1o rehabﬂltate
. Geppany’s honor and reputa-
tion.
This volume Is not a contem-
porary version of what oCtmsed-
- O¥ER-H() years ago. Instead, the
; gwemmﬁat*s avd"mppﬂsxtmn i
statements speak. fors -
selves: norhmg is more authen-
Heand g g. The fewspaie.
nu?ants ‘who are stiil alive
nifght be startied by COmEMgE-
face to face with theirown sbi-
idity. The yomg;;x dissipley™
ﬂ‘r&xf@‘.he ashamed oEheir lead-
s’ nmaﬂqmdeﬁness e
: ¥ _;mld

a1 S0wyeats sgd Demagogic
ce ,_'&”aﬂ”beféﬁerday&

ﬁ; :

funds m@éé& sFover the most ufgend needs
of thodd early yeurs, and to hift the de;med
that

_ naﬁei;ezl_dmm:;
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