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TO: Mr, Ellezer Kaplan
Dr, Nahum Goldmann

FROM: Ellahu Epeteiln

1, SHERTOK!S JOURNEY TO ITALY,AND GREECE,
JEWISH BRIGADE,

During his two weeks'® gtay in Italy, Shertok had an
opportunity to visii the Jewleh Brigade and most of the sectlons
of Jewizh soldlers scattered all over Italy. He brought back with
him the best impresslons as to the morale of our soldiers and the
attitude of thelr British and American superiors which was expressed
through their attitude to Shertok himself ané alsoc what he heard
from our soldiers, BShertok had the impression that the expedition
of the Jewish Brigade to the battle line was done intentionally 1n
order to give the Brigade a chance to particlpate actively in thie
war. At first our soldiers were tried out on a small sector of the-
front and, after they proved thelr responsibllity and capaclty to
execute the asslgnments given to them, they were sent to one of the
most difficult parts of the front. The Brigade has already suffered
casualtles, There ie a Jewish cemetery in Ravenna with more than
24 graves, Some of the soldlers buried there were killed in action
and some dled of wounds, More than one hundred wounded are in
hospltals.

There 1s an urgent need for a sgpecial fund to support
those who suffered in this war elther through battle wounds which
made them invalids or from other causes. This fund should have a
general Jewish character and not specifically Pplestinlan, and 1§
should be supported not only by the Sochnuth, There ls already a
donatlon of Pal.L 8,000, from the Argentine. This work should be
continued all over the world,

Brigadier Benjamin proved to be a success, He 1s a

- good Jew and a good commander. Field Marshall Alexander and General
Mark Clark prailsed our soldlers for thelr gense of responsiblility

and discipline, Fleld Marshall Alexander algo sald that each soldier
individually is a responsible person and does not lose hls senses
under circumstances in which the soldier has to find his own way.

The feeling among our soldiers is that they are getting
all the necessary ald as far as the Brigade 1s concerned, tanks,
best equipment, etc, The relatlonship betwecem the Brigade and other
allied soldlers les excellent,

Within the Brigade the relations between the Jews and
the 300 British soldlers, serving in the artillery sector of the
Brigade, are also excellent,” There is am definite tendency on the
part of the headquarters to keep these British soldiers ln the Brigade.
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In the Brigade are also more than 200 Jewlsh soldiers who came from
England, Their devotion to the Brigade and 1ts Jewlsh character is
very deep and slncere, Field Marshall Alexander promised Shertok
to transfer the ATS Jewesses, who are gerving in military hospitals,
t0 those hospitals whach contaln mainly wounded soldiers from the
Brigade, ; : '

At this moment the essential qQuestlions concerning the
Brigade are the followings

a) Reinforcement, In cage we do not have more Jewish volunteers
from Palestine, the percentage of non-Jews will lnevitably increase.

b) The future of our soldiers as far ag reinforcements are concerned,
150 Jewlsh volunteers who are now in training in Egypt will soon be
transferred to Italy and Join the Brigade, Mofe work as far as re-
orulting of volunteers in Palestine ig concerned,will have to be done,

éven our soldlers,who are not a part of the Brigade, have the feeling
that they are serving the Brigade. F,i. the maps which are used in

the front line by the Brigade are malnly printed by a Jewish group

in the map department of the headquarters., This feeling hae done a
lot of good for many of our soldlers who were disappointed about their
inability to become part of the Brigade, '

Apart from other factors, the Britigh commanders particularly
mentloned the good behaviour of our soldlers, There is practicelly no
drunkenneas, Practically no cages where Jewisgh soldiers are involved in
ecandals, dlsturbance of public order, etc,, something that is very
common in other sections of the army,

I

The greatest impression of Shertok wag that when he wag

a different political asmosphere from that in which they are living now,
Some of these soldiers suggested to Shertok to call a congress of
Jewish goldiers 8erving in the various allied armies, This congreess
should be held in Nuremberg and from that clty a declaration of * Aam
Yigrael Chal" should be proclaimed and the demand for g Jewlgh state
should be expressed with a1l pPosslble determination and vigor, =8

Shertok found manyppespans, especially those who came
from the gettlements, nostalgic for their farme and homes, By no means
is this feeling disturbing the effective execution of thelr dutiés.

There was great ilmportance in the visit of Gurion to
ITtaly. This visit gave the soldiers the feellng that they are not
orphans and that somebody cared for their future,

Shertok succeeded in arranging for the Jewlsh soldiers,
serving in the British and American armles, a possibility of studying
Hebrew, The necessary arrangements wlll soon be made and will be given
official support, A readiness exists also to arrange for the goldliers
in the Brigede lessons in various professions,
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On his way back to Palestine Shertok saw General Paget
in Cairo., The conversation was very tense, Paget was very outspoken
in hls negative attitude towards everything connected with our cause,
Shertok®s lmpression was that he is a bitter antl-semide and .is ine
fluencing in this way the staff serving under him., Our soldlers are
feeling this in many respects,

2, SHERTOK!S VISIT WITH THE POPE,

There was no difficulty for Shertok to obtain an audlience
with the Pope. It was very short and lasted only 7% minutes. Shertok
thanked the Pope for the attitude of the Catholic church in saving Jews
and especlally Jewlsgh children, Shertok demanded that the Jewigh children,
who were saved,should be returned to the Jewish people from where they
came, The Popels reply was rather vague and he d4ld not show any intené
tlon to continue the conversation of this particular point., Shertok
also mentioned that there are no contradictlons between our cause and the
Vatican. He asked for the help of the Catholic churech in establishing a
Jewlsh Palestine. On thls point the Pope made the following remarki® But
there are Arabs in Paleatine’, and agked how many there are, He did not
say ad&thing about the matter itself in his reply to SBhertok, After the
conversatlon with the Pope Mr, Shertok wag gsorry that he did not also ask
for an interview with the Secretary of State of the Vatican,

3, THE SITUATION OF THE JEWS IN ITALY,

" There are now in allied occupled Italy 15,000 Italian Jews

~ and 7,000 refugees. ‘(This was before the beginning of the new drive northe
ward by the allied troops). 1300 Jews came to Palestine as immigrants,

917 were taken to America and kept in a camp there, There exists & Hew
chalutz group in this camp, .

The situation of the:Jewish refugees in Italy has improved,
Many entered business and are taking an active part in the black market,
_Economically they are better off than most. of the Itallan Jews,

Dr, Nahon, the Jewish Agency representative in Italy, 1s
making great efforts for the Aliyah of 1000 Jews among them 300 Itallan,
The work of youth hachsharah ig malnly carrled on through the initiative
and active particlpation of our soldiers, One of the handlcaps for the
Aliyah of Itallan Jews is the present separation of families, in some
cases one part of the family is still in Northern Italy under German
domlnation,

. Even under the exlsting new conditions there is a cone-
stant conversion of Jewk into christianity. During the last two Years
4000 Jews were converted, In many Jewish communities 70% of the Jews
entered mixed marriages. There is a deflinite tendency of either followw
ing the line of complete sssimilation by all avallable means and in the
shortest possible tilme or by becoming expressively Jewlsh and Joining
the Zionist ranks. This tendency for a radlecal solution puts great
respongibilities on our shoulders in faclllitating the Zionist solution,

There 1s a great demand for Hebrew teachers and in-
structors from Palestine for the training of youth, opening of Hebrew
schools, ete,
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Our scldiers are doing great worlAn 8aving Jews who
are stlll in Northern Italy under German occupation, They are also
collecting Jewigh chlldren scattered Over many monaeteries and Ca«
thollec religious institutions, &0 Jewlsh children have been saved
in this way by our soldiers, 100 children have bgen lost ag it wag
too late to do anything to gave them and they became Christians,
Only last Eagter Dany Jewlsh children were converted by their Proe

Dr, Nahon ig doting excellent work, One of his schieve-
ments was the conversion of Haggerton Smith who from an anti-Zlonigt
became recently a mosgt enthusliastic 8upporter of refugee trangfers to
Palestine, He is doing hig utmost to facilitate theip Allysh from
Yugoslavia and Italy. "He asked Shertok for available certificates
and even ingigted that these ghoulg be ghven on sccount of certificates
agsigned to refugees in Maritius, Under his pressure Shertok had
1o promise 100 certificates which had & very good effect on the mow
rale of the refugees when they learned ‘of thig matter,

4, VISIT TO GREEGE,

Only ten percent of the Jews have been gaved in Greece,
Bihers perished elther in Greece or by deportation, Greece ocouw
Ples the second Place after Polgnd as far ag the destruction or J ewe
ish communities ig Concerned, Only 8,000 Jews remained in Greece ,
In Salonica, of g Population of 60,000 Jews, only 700 remalned, In
Athens the law or conflscation of Jewish Property was Cancelled, In
Salonica not yet,

In Atheng many Christigng helped thelr Jewigh nelghbors,
and especlally the Present Regent Patrigrch Demaskinos, The sltuation
"of the remaining Jewg ig very diffieylt, Shertok visited many of
the places where the Jews gre living, Their material conditiong are
terrible, Many are sick ang invalid,

Shertok saw Prime Minigterp Volgaris, He spoke to him
about qmuestions of Aliysh and Cooperation between Palestine and Greece,
Volgarig expressed his sympathy with Zionism and Jewish Palegtine and
promlged help in questlons of Aliyah, Shertok was very much impressed
by hls conversation with Regent Patriarch Damagkinos, The Regent
mentioned the help he had glven to the Jews during the German Occupation
despite the warnings and threats he received from the Germane, While
speaking about the sympathy of the Greelk Orthodox Church with the Jews
he mentioned the difficulties thls church hag with the Arabg in Palegtine,

Shertok had seéveral meetings with the Jewlish leaderg in
Athens and spoke before g large Jewigh audience and also before the
Hechalutz, Although g tired and physically weak pPeople, most of thenm
willl be excellent materlial for gll categories of Allysah,

Shertok also saw the British Ambassador in ‘Athens, who
promiged help to the leaders of the Jewlsh community in arranging
thelr affairg, Shertok noticed that nothing can pe done without Brite
ish support ang there 1is a de facto British rule over zll alffairs in

One of the matters which the Jewigh leaderg in Atheng
Pul before Shertok Was the followingi=- :



