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-« Ing Palestine since 1939, coup- ¥ Were faced by an over- ; Sage), and '

ralion of certain military au-
thorities, in sending 30 men
and  women inlo eight coun-
tries Rumania, Bulgaria,
Austria, Hungary, and TItaly -

whelming, large-scale demand
for permitg which only a new
de_partt_xre from the present im-
migration policy could satisfy,

led with many dramatic “Now
It Can Be Told” episodes in
the Yishuv's contribution to the
British and Allied war effort,
was glven by ; he.Sheg.

he and M+, M Shertok were jn- |
e

vited by {1

i ecretary ¢
to meet him_at 2.45. J
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(1) The Jewish Ageney is now

; hegotiating regarding the fy-
ture of the Jewish Brigade;

iy (2) The Brigade had contacted

Jewish survivors who might

soon be gr in ales-
- tine; = 7 xqg g.]ga§
(3) The Palcs “guestion, re-

garded as “closed” after the

issue of the White Paper in

1939, had now been reopened;
. (4) The vietory of Labour in
' Britain openéd up new vistas
for the Zionists’ political
struggle;
(5) An understanding between
the Jews and Arabs on the
.t ‘basis of the Zionist program-
me could only be reached af-
ter decision” by the Great
Powerg favourable to the Na-
tional Home.
Waiting for Decision
“One of the heads of the
Arab States told me that we
| canmot. talk now but musi wait
' for a decision by the Powers,”
Mr. Shertok stafed. “We did
not mention the White Paper
in*{he whole of our talk”
He flatly rejected the idea of
a bi-na'ional Arab-Jewish state,
and concluded that the political
departments “of the Agency in
,Jerusalem, London and ‘Wa-

i shington must he reorganized,

the political offensive th
FArahs wera nlannine

Mr. Shertok j®gan by re.
Ycalling that at fg:

,that the British Governmen

would not proceed with the

implementation , of the White

l?a.-?_;ér. But this .was not to he
1

Law was promulgated in Feb-
ruayy 1940, compelling the
Jewish Agency to enter upon
a fight against the White Pa-
per as if there were no war.

Importance of Land

Mr. Shertok emphasized the
far-reaching importance of
the land factor in view of the
catastrophic shrinkage of the
Jewish land potential to an in-
. significant fraction. Recounting
Z‘the concrete difficulties with
i which land purchases had now
“io contend, he pointed to the
mperative necessity of a major
political break-through to get
out of the impasse.

The main battlefield, how-
over, he continued, had been
immigration, which during the
war had become, in the literal
sense, g question of Jlife and
death. He enumerated the ex-
ettiony for a suhs'antial al-
location of permits to save
European Jews in time, which
had been rejected Dy the Gov-
ernment, apparently on the
ground that Jewish fears were
exaggerated or invented to
defeat the White Paper policy.
.  Every single allocation of
. ipermits had to be wrenched
“iand wrested from the author-

ities, since Government was ob-
viously anxious to prolong the
distribution of certificates as
far as possible with a view to
postponing a test over the
realization of the White Paper.
The tug of war conlinued

* until the quota was practically

Cantages T T

ikl

to work as one unit to counfhg\

and tried very hard to
outbreak of-4nd curtail
the war, it had Been assumed f0rt was

g00d heing told to concentrate
on lng.h policy instead of im-
migration, which meant stop-
ping bhe_ blood circulation
while keeping the heart going,
The_re was an immediate o

mmigration and State policy.

But this act in tne  war
drama .- the immizration
chanter showed the Jew

in the role of victim: thers was

another act in which  they

were the fighters, And  he
,then proceeded to outline the
‘principles on which the Jewish |

gencey's recruiting pdtiev wag
based_, and their achievefnen'ta,
culminating in the formatinn
ofﬁhe JS%WiSh Brigade,

r. tal ]
shallmﬂies? mmlﬂsqéﬁkglg
what the Jewg had got in re-:
turn for their efforts, The
answer was very simple: self-
respect, and the respect of
Dthe[’ﬂ. “It did not diminish
the estimation of our potential
capacity tn defeat the White
Paper nolicy that could turn
out without compulsion, and
against lieavy material and
bsychological odds, over 30,000
men and women, ready for the
utmost exertions and the si-
preme sacrifice,” he declared.

The mere fact that the White

i Paper Administration had put

continual spokes in their wheel
belittie
the recruiting ef-
the measure of its

political value; but, above all,
these boys had been desperate-
ly anxious to fight Hitler and

le the Constitutional part %1 hands with their brethren
remained inoperative, the Lang it Burope.

Commandos and Paratroo ps

Mr. Shertok went on to de-
scribe the covert forms of
Jewish participation in the war
effort which, for security rea-
sons, could not be published
before, such as the organizing
of special Commando expedi-
tions at the behest of the Brit-
ish Military authorities - fregn
one of which, consising of 23
specially  selected young men,
none returned — and attempts
to send parachutists into the
heart of Europe.

Here Mr. Shertok disclosed
Tor the first time that in 1942
the Jewish Agency proposedd
sending a contingent by pa-
rachute into Poland with a
view to stimulating the then
exjsting  Jewish resistance, |
The oifer was repeated after |
the news of the ghetto revolt
reached  them, but was re-
jected as impracticable and
likely to cause more harm
than good to the Jews.

‘A much morr modest offer
irade in  February, 1944, re-
garding the Balkans was like-
wise declined. Finally, in July,
1944, a somewhat wimilar
scheme concerning Hungnry
was approved on the highest
level. but when the offer had
already reached the ivplemen-
tation stage it was vetoed be-
cau-e it was thought that the
'political  disadvantages oyt-
weighed the Milfare A
dgion B .

‘While all these schemes to
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pel by parachute into Marshal

was to have given Mr. Bein-

itnss territory, Lhence smugg- Gurion and Mr. gertok, . of
led inla  Hungary, eventually the T s o on

court-martialled by the Hun- 5 'si il ' S
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denth. She was refused an ap.  TRe(¥romist aderwl\;‘gﬂthem :
peal bul advised to ask for Gre: ritain mm‘l o T

mercy: this she refused, say- Ireland is calling

ing that she would not cringe

wide emergency comnference on

before murderers, From  the Tuesday. Lo, g"rili].kbe adqurass;ed;.
fronlier, Hannah sent a last Eﬁeﬁ‘;‘{f B;gde;n s -l
‘FSS;";;“(%E’ atop.cipalemm? n-]fl -,{%e ‘mm of ‘e Jewish Age’nlc;}},i
Glory, the » arﬁmﬂm‘& s Executive. weed]
conswmed while kindling  the \ Prof. 8. Bu idetsky, menther '
flame. e gy e of the Jewish Agency Execu- |
Mecsago of Hone tive and President of the}
AL tliose acquitted them- Board of Jewish Deputies, will |

selves gallantly inl their mil-
ilary tasks, bringidg a mes-
sage of hope and courage to
their people in Europe: but it
wis afler the war that the
long-cherished dream of es-
tablishing contact between the
Diaspora and Palestine on
Kuropean soil was realized on
a large scale when the Brigade
met survivors of the ghetto
fighters, the Partisans, and the
Halutz  stalwarts who, h_e
hoped, would soon he on their
way to Palestine.

The speaker then sur‘geyed
the achievements of the Yishuv
in Palestine, which took -the
initiative and assumed primary
responsibility for rescue ab-
road, and for setting up 50 new
seltlements during the war.

In no political circles had
the White Paper ever been con-
sidered an honourable act. Vic-
tory was bound to increase the
heart-searchings and groping
for a olution, even if there
had been no change at the
heim; but the Labour victory
in  DBrilain was the hardest
blnw ever struck against the
White Paper.

After reviewing the con-
tinued Agency efforts to main-
tain contacts with most Arab
cenlres, Mr. Shertok arrived at
the conclusion, from innumer-
able conversations with Arabs,
that agreement was only
possible if the Great Powers
decide the issue and strengthen-
ed the Jewish position.

ile  recalled the Weizman-
Feisul  agreement conc]uded»
afler the issue of the Balfour
Declaration, and quoted a cer-
tain head of an Arab State
who admitted that Zionism
was an international problem .
and must therefore he decided

by the Great Powers, after
vwbili(:h he hoped the Arabs
might try to accommodate

themselves to that decision. .
Arab statesman freely admit-
ted that if ever the Jews and
Arabs united, they would be -
able to achieve great things !
for progress and development
in the entire Middle THast.
Actually, emissaries and mis-
sions arrived zcontl_mpl‘s;‘}ly Jin
* = meichhonrine »
Arab League an the unification !
of agricultural programmes, for ,
example, were found to b 3
" hased on
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not be able to leave England.

Nor will Mr. M. She who

is remali ndon for the |
present. j YQ Ny
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th ™=t Aral Council of Pafes- -
tiz: Jews, is returning from :
London next Sunday. i

]
Ben Gurion expressed

! Mr.

eep appreciation of the kindly
attitude of the military au-
thorities in occupied Germany,
particularly of General Essen-
hower and his Chief of Staff,

e mad OV, 1045, 47

vin's statement, ;aying that 15
days ago he an i
hajdr begn summoned fto e !
Colonial Office where Mr. Hall
gave them copies of the docu-
ment, which was to be read
in the House of Commons |
half an hour later. They had
been invited to meet Mr. Bevin
a few days afterwards, but the
meeting had been postponed,
and he had left L.ondon with-

out giving his comments, }
which he offered now. ] |

ZIONIST LEADERS ARRIVE, Y
FROM LONDON ;

Mr. B. Locker, of the Jewish
Azenecy Exccufive, has arrived:
Ter n t?;
oL

Prof. 8. Brodetsky is expect-

ed today and r. M §§e;;g_k_ 3

tomorrow.
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By Our Political Correspondent

The Head of the Political
Department of the  Jewish
Agency, _Mr, Maoshe  Sher
returned” to 'J'emu-s'mle'm Ve s%gp
day morning from Emnghand.
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