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I Mr. Shertok Addresses Press

ceting in Tel Aviv

IThe triumavh dF democratic
efficiency in England, the
_growing awareness Of world
|issues in America and the at-
titude <f public opinion in
both these countries to Jewish
‘needs and Palestine, were de-
scriped by Mr. Shertok,
Head of the JPolitical Depart-
ment of the Jewish Agency, at
s press meeting in Tel Aviv.

Democracy alive and fight-
ing—that is what one sees t0-
i day in England and ‘America.
| The democratic spirit  has,
1‘ emerged from its former torpor.
| and shaken off its inferiority
complex. 1t governs the internal
life of the peoples and animates
their war e.ort against the fize.

The war-time organization of
life in England — a country,
which has from the beginning,
. of the war been in =2 virtual
state of siege—is & triumph of
democratic efficiency. The im-
port of food supplies and their
equal distribution to all — the
eifective cirecking of the rise
in the cost-of-living, the elimi-
nation of extremes of luxury
and poverty. the ensuring of a
fair wage to labour, the State
care for children, and the just
distribution of taxation -- in
these respects England seems
to have beaten all records and
she has succeeded in doing sO.
not by sacrificing, but by ap-
plying the ways of democracy.

[The present regime is ‘based

upon ihe readily accepted dis- -

cipline of the people and is
carried through with the assis-
tance of a host of wvoluntary
organizations, Mr Shertcok cen-
tinued. It is subjected to con-
tinuwous and opem.eriticism vy
the public and press, Public
alertness in regard to the pro-
blems <if war policy, Jhe poiiti-
cal set-up of the post-war
world and the social futare of
England is steadily rising.
America, is progressing in the
same direction and striving for
the same achievements. There,
too, pubfic interest in political
and social problems is on the
increase, and various politically
rx;lin-decﬁ circles are cngaged in
the intensive. stady, oft world
issueslyf £ en
The strength and confidence
shown by the western demo-
cracies in the present struggle,
revealed so magnificently also
by the"Soviet Union, stiil further
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doubling its creative capacity
and carrying through a work
of reconstruction which seems
¢ fieu't of arhievemen. under
normal conditions. .

Belh  ecomroplions are now
current in Eagland with regard
to the post-war organization <[’
soeial and economic life, Amer-
ica is already pondering the
vast problem of reintegrating
into productive life the many
millions who will he found to
be uprocted by the war. Tdeas
of development and of a creat-
ive econnmic policy find wide
currency. One of Lhe results of
this process is that public opin-
ion i becoming more recaeptive
to the idea of large-scale work
of reconstruction in Palesline
and is showing faith in the con-
structiver ~ potentialities of
Zionism.

Enhanced oplitical alertmess in
*he democratic counfries and the
somhre imnression made on the
puhlic mimd hy the Jewish cata-
Liporae in Wurope both tend to
revive interesgt im  the Jewish
problen and the future of Pales-
tine There is maarked Thenrt-
gaarrhing with regard to the
eetabshed policy, & Process
whirh is due alsn to-causes other
{han  those indicated. Doubts
whether the policy is inherently
workahle are on lhe increase.
Conesciously  Or« unconseiously
many are driven by the impact
of Facts towards the only radica}
solutinn of the Jewish probiem.

Certificates for Children

[From this standpoint the Brit-
ish ‘Governmenl!'s decision ‘o ad-
mit to Palestine 30,000 Jewish
childrerr from enemy countries
was of far-reaching significance.
The decision came in response to
insistent requests Tor a practieal
programme  {or gaving Jews,
Those who pressed for sneh ac-
tion difd not insist on any parti-
cular country iz a haven of re-
fuge They mentioned Palestine,
but it was clear that their main
interest at the moment was fhe
reccue of Jews and  mnot Iheir
settlemen® in Palestine Dut lhe
meaning of the off ial statement
anmouncing the action faken was
fha' s far ag the Tritish (yov-
ernment Wi roneerned. there
wag only one coun'ry which
could be counted upon Tor Jeavish
refugees _—his was the positive
aspert of” e decision

Byt it also hod a negalive side.
The permits did not remresent a
special or additional contribution
to the alleviation of the dizaster,
Thev were part of the old frame-
worle by which their numher
was determined. Why 30 097
The pnumhber was not fixed by -
fopopee either to the means ol




