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‘has moved away, and the
prolbl: of direct delfence

has come lessa pressing,
the galls made dfpon gg-
lesti aman-gover BEve
grovng owing t6 Jengthening
ligef Pt Pomimpunigatipn 4 and

requirémdfits of ‘offehiive
action, Shortage of shhp-pu‘mé;
miakes the intensification  of
local  production, industrial
and agricultural, increasingly
vital;

Rectuiting of Palestinians
’fﬁo'r His Majesty's fiorces was
#started rather haphazardly in
Sthe firsy mionths of the war.
"The entry of Twaly made it
{impenative to utilize more ful-
Iy tocall man-power for the Ar-
my. With Hgypt and Iraq
neutral, and while Syria was
under Vichy, wvolunteers could
be obtained from Palestine
and Trams-Jordan alone. Re-
cruiting gradually, spread over
all fiklds of service: the 1,700
Palestiniang — nearly all Jews
— wio  joined the R.AF. in
the autumn of 1940 filled gaps
for which at the time no other
personnel was readily awail-
able, and a first batch of 20
candidates for training as air
vilols has just been -selected.

Recentlyy recruiting inte the-
Navy, for shore and sea ser-
vice, began, Jewish transport,
RIE, and ordnance units have
proved a distinct velue to the
army; aboul 4 dozen trans-
port and RJE. companies have
taker part in the conguest of
Libya. Infantry and artillery
unitd are shationed in Pales-
tine, beinly mainly irtended for
the courfry's .defence, Pales-
tinian . pioneer and port-operat-
ing .domipanies took parg in
fhe. gampaigns in Greece and
Crete, and 1,500 of them were
taken prisonmer. Since then the
remaining ~ Jewish pioneer
units hive bebdty disbanded, and
thie men trengferred to  in-
fantry and technical units.
Arab pioneer companies gtill
vemain, Paléstiniana foughtin
Commandos in Hritrea and
Libya, ‘Growps of Jewish vol-
untteers, whose knowledge of
the local languages and ter-
rain proved particularly ise-
ful, took part in offensive
operations in Syria. One group
which, under the command of
a British Officer. undertook a

pariicularly daving task, wae

Me“«‘ﬂ

completely wiped out, There
are 2,400 Palestinian AJTS, (90
per cenl. wof them Jewish)
doing good work in hospitals
and offices and as dpivers and
ordnance store-keepers.

A Volunteer Force

Of the 29000 Palestinian
men and women who have @0

far joined the serwvices some |
21,000 are Jews, (With the 7,000 |

men in full-time local defence
formations, -alk under military
control, and 1,500 from Pales-
ting serving in other allied
armies, a total of nearly 30,000
iy reached, which is oquiva-
leny to a volunmteer army of
about 2,500,000 jn the Umited
Kingdom. This iy the more re-
markable bhecause ‘Palestinian
fiamily allowances are only
two-thinds  of the [Britigh,
while dependents’ allowances
are non existenit. Moreover, Pa-
lestindans are waiccepted only "f
thiey) are fit fon combatant du-
tieg, and men of categoryn "C”
are rejected as unfit. The
abundance of civilian employ-
ment on army works and ser-
vices also militated against
recruiting, particularly as the
authorities did nog..begin un-
til  recemtly to-ggulate the
distnibution of madipower in
such a way as to ensure the
optimur, gatisfaction of all
war requirements, military as
well as ecomomic.

In thé' absence of conscrip-
tion, the Jewish community,

tiwith ity long tradition of

sautonomous, organized action,
looked upon recruiting as a
natiomal responsibility calling
for national regulation. As
the demandy on man-power
increased in both military and
economic spheres, the feeling
grew that gome gystem ap-
proximating to State regula-
tionn should be evolved by the
Jews  themselves, Accordingly
the Jewish Agency in Jerusa-
lem, and the Council of Pa-
ledting Jews, withh the full

~Suppogt of all Jewish ongan-

izatiofs, loeal covineils and the

proceedett to call up

Pre,

umﬁrﬁeﬁ by age and [omiky
b ¥. firgb, ‘bachelors  be-
twieen 21 and 30 years of age,
and next, married men with-
out children, the age limits
being Tixed at 18 and 35
Bingle women of certain age-
groupd were called on for the
AT, or for essenbial work
in industry or agrniculture. No
similarly  binding obligation
wag laid uponw family bread-
winmers. hecause of the in-
adequancy of thd family, al-
lowances. Though the Jewish

Agency and the Jewish com- ;

PR N (ara wolisving  distress
gAr'a,b.s into mixed units, or to
Puge ;Bai[g_simntivam recruits  bo

NL 7S IN THE ARWIED FORCES
JEWISH WAR EFFORT

From a Jewish Correspondent

dalily intercoursa and culbunal
aotivities is  Hebrew. The
tew method had  greatly en-
hanced the morale and raised
the efficiency of the units.
There -are today about 50
Jewish companies ‘in the ar-
my, and ATS., in wvarious
branches of the service, and

jtteired thoonghout  the Mid-
SRiadt: "Phik men long to be
bed © and: b 3 what a
higger Jéwish force can do
in pattle, So far only infan-
try companied have been
formed into, battalioms, and
titese bear the ngme  “Jew-
ish” in braclkets.

Eeconomic Effort

©On the economic side, the
ouuput of Jewish imdustry has
gone up by 75 per cent. since
the outbreale of war. In 1940
89 per cemt. of the capital
invested in Palestine industry,
lwnudn 77 per cent of its labour,
wag Jewish. During the war
over 300 new factoried add
workshops have beein estab-
fished by Jews, and many
older oned  expanded. :Army
contracts totalled £1,000,000 in
1940, £4,000,000 4 1941, and
£10,000,000 i 1942. Citous-
growing thias been hard hit by
the war, but in mixed fanming
production  has greatly in-
creased. The shortage of da-~
bour however wasd such that
‘darmers had to curtail nather
than expand gheir programime,

(Goods produced for bhe ar-
my ranpge fpom  tin  water-
bottles and clothing to ma-
chines and weapon parts,
from po

taboes to marnmalade.
ThHrough the United Kingdond
Commercial Conporation i,
portant supplies were ondered
for Turkey, including iboo
for the Army (affectionately
called “Churchills” by the
Turks), canvas for tents, and
heavy harbour equipnent. The
largest foundry and the only
glass factory in the  Middle
Tagt are in iPalestine — both
cooperative enberprises, Scien-
vifig institutiony and person-
mel turn dincreasingly to the
war effort. Important work of
a specialized  chamacter s
done in the laboratories of the
Hebrew  Univiemsity, im  the
Daniel Sieff Research  Insti,
tute (Dr. Weizmiann is its dir
eletor), and in the laboratorie:
oft Professor Goldberg, former
Iy of Zeiss, at Tel Awiv.
Skilled Workers

Tens of thousands of Arab:
and Jewa are employed
the army. a3 civiliang, Jewist
itechnical amnd wskilled ™ person
‘nel  is  greatly “imf “demm%
| yut  blve  (Mididl
iy ;e

won of Rostov, wath - tne i{lé%ﬁ[
off hundreds of techniciams

e,
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3 & fighting force of their own, '%ieefn c
¢ they claimed at leasy ali<Jew- lom.

=3

. number of Jewish

- command ig

‘uBe  PaleShinian recruils to
_bring Buritish units up to es-
Itablishment, The first mixed
{pioncer commpany saw  serviee
~in France. The Jews were op-
poged . to mixed units; denied

ish units. If not in Palestine,
- Lhey asked, where else can

they be treated as a people? *

Fractical experience vindica
ed the Jewish contention :
linguistic difficulties, the ab-
sciice of a proper  esprit  de
conps, the imevitable and oflen i
unwitting inmtroduction of ra- N
cial considerations into the’
life of =a military unit, led to:
the abandonment of mixed, '
in favour of geparate, Jewish
and Arab wunits. .
Palestiniany ave eligible for.
alk commissioned ranks, with-.
it these umnits and today a.

are commandeld

by Palegtin-.
ian Jews., The

language  of.
English, notices
ted in English and
and tha laneiaee ~f

arqg pos
Hebrew,

companies, |

off hundreds of technicians
-amd artisanms necruited in Pa~
lestine, Jewish experts and
skilled  workers are to be
found in Egypt, in Eritrea, dr
Abyvssinia: o few have ewven

EQE!H Yo Ipdia h: Coy-
’ A Vg
he accumulation of mian-
power, plant, skill, and pro-
ductive and fighting capacity
whichl has made possible  this
many-sided wap effort iy due
to Jewish immigration in the

1

inter-war period. Most of the
400,000 Jews who have entered

dinca . 1920 (300,000 of ther
sinece Hitlawg advent to powei
and about 30,000 since the out:
breals o wan)  wottlid

Pal esting are

now
have been inmates of hiy Lor-
tureé chambers had they not
escaped in time, ug L Jews of




