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L/ merits of Zionism ir
United States, in all
estations,” are in-
e. But organized
1 Zionism does not
afch the size, capacity and
l‘;iﬁ Jimportance of Jewry
n the
hi

in

United States ar the
igh degree of its prac-
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1 6Must Engage in Vital
-than that which results f

sf:a.nd in ‘terms of party a

Jew who iz ready to accéﬁi
the Zionist approac¢h to the

Jewish history, and is an-
xious to develop a more par
poseful econtizetion with Is

a confribution to the U.T.A,
from the buying of bond:
and from . an occasional. visk

fto Israel’ Must he be obligad:

in addition, to -acknowled
himself as a Zionist, to det i
mine ag well his ideologicsl

‘liation? ‘Why should..this
S0 absolutely mnecessary

' fday? Why should an  addi |
| tional obstacle be put in hi

way? Does not the fact thaf
You ecannot just become 24

| Zionist, but must decidé
beforehand to what particular

brand of Zionism you wish to

to joining?

uf this special posi-
Hadagssah and its
ecord -of - practical
“Israel 4o not in
mielves begin to solve the
. of the future of

' the field ‘in which
sal’s position is su-

5 one elementary

. There 5
" gmestion: Can the American

[ ‘Zionist Movement as a whale; {

~or any of its constituent
“parts: recruit new rembers
on . a
¢ large numbers of Jews not
hitherto associated with or-

£
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to the younger generation?
_If the answer to this ques-
{ fion . is in the affirmative,
E that is, that new and younger

taken, or. if undertaken
it 1s not siiccessful.

' Parties in the Diaspora
# This question as to mew
membership leads to another.
Poes the existing party
3 re of the Zionist Move-

 can

8

{ ‘ment in the Diaspora attract

- new: omerg or is it g barrier?
his guestion has to be ex-
amined dispassionately with-
ouf arny preconceived ' bias
resulting from loyalty to any
particular party. ;
There may be an Ameérican
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n' in the Usited States, |

. wide scale from the|

ganized Zionism? More parti- |
{cularly, can organized Zion- |
{ Ism make an ‘effective appesl |

at-

, Why

There are three possible
answers to -these duestions.
The first is that the issue
ig riot worth bothering about,
sin¢e, in ,any case, whether
the moyetnent stays federal
or ecomes® unifary, ‘its
chances of attracting new

‘recruits are very slight in-

deed. Such an answer would
be part of 5 penerdl negative
appraizal of the situation.
The second answer may be
that, far from heing an ob-
-stacle, the existence of cert-~

the "Zionist Movement pro-
vides rooms for ifs expan-
' sion. Some parties may claim,
possibly correctly, that by
virtie of their ideology, or

{ of their more intimdte identi-

fication with the constructive
effort in Israel, they stand a

of gaining new members or
of attracting wider circles
into their fold — a prospect

they were to merge and to
dissolve in an all-embracing

ohliterate their distinetive in-
dividualities. If this is the
case, those parties are en-
titled to every. possible sup-
port. If they succeed, fhey
will not be gaining gr
at the expense of other
ganizations, but wzll be
gistering mnew eonguests

Zionism &5 a whole.
The 'third answer s &

meaning of Judaism and ‘ef |

belong, serve as a deterrent

ain party organizations Within_

better prospect than others

which they would forfeit if

‘inot 5 member of any Zionist

tion precedent to the enrol-
ment of anyone as a Zionist
18 an gbstacle to the growth
of the movement, and a com-
pletely unnecessary. one at
that. In other words,
barty strueture is a handi-
cap to the movement’s sur-
vival and revival and
the sooner the parties are
 abolished in the Diaspora, the
'etter for the cause of Zion-
isma,

It Iz not for me at this
juncture to take a definite
| stand on this crucial issue,

must be facedi with an eye
to the future and not to the
bast, It is inconceivahle to

be forced, so to speak, into
a party strait-jacket = for
which they have no use. Even
if the existing parties arte
not called: upon to- dissolve
and merge with one another,
a framework must be de-
vised for new mon-party Fion-

Zionist Couneil. -
Collective Affiliation
What applies to individual

[

to what T have already writ-
ten: about the possible readi-
ness of Jewish groups ont-

found feasible and construe-

well and good, If it is pos-~
sible only at the world level,
‘that is, with the World Zion-
ist .‘Qrgamzation or with the
{Zionist LCongress, no guestion
of marrewly cenceived loeal}

; wed: to stand in its waz.
On  the .tontrary, it should
Bg‘tl}g bounden duty of every
Zionist organization to do
whatever it can tomake such
an: assoclation possible and
froitful. -
| Underlying these problems
of either personal enrolment
or “collective affiliation is a
deeper question. Why should
| & non-Zionist Jew become a

15 8 good Jew and a fervent
Cupporte‘r of Israel, but is

lorganization, why should he
€come one? Or, for that

hich ig fully prepared to
-Zssist Israel, associate itserr
with the Zionist Movement?
Would they become thereby
ore intengely Jewish in

Dbarty affiliation as a condi-:

the |

but the issite is there, and it

me that new recruits should

the auspices of the American |

enrolment holds good for eol- |
lective affiliation. Here I refer |«

side the Zionist Movement to |
associate themselves with it
in any form that may be|

tive. If such affiliation proves|
practical at a mnational level, |

H-€ Us Lor seetion ald |
Zionist organization, and e be o oual prestige, shoulg

rZionist today? Supposing hef

1atter, why should a non- 1
‘f}onist Jewish organization, ['

at least more Israel-minded?

—+ apart from those organi-
zptions which engage in di-

jpeet and practica] work for{
' 1 — which holds out tof
Ppromise of deeper $a-|
o> of higher fulfil-{j

a

them o

action

their J«

their thinking or actiomn, or|

hat is there in the pro-}
mme and activity of the
ionist Organization as such|

| thHe

still a wvital
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ERICAN ZIONISM

Acm:itief zf it 15 1o Be Living Force

differently angd perhaps mor
pointedly. Assuming there i
not much practical chance o
inducing masses of Jews
join the Zionist Organizatior
as individuals, or of securing
the association with it of im:

portant extra-Zionist groups

need that mean the end of
the Zionist Movement, its

| gradual shrinkage and even:

tw

disappearance from the
sceghe of Jewish histos s

; i Iy, as

: present = generation ef
Zionists dies out and nd
Younger genergtion arisés to
take its place?I do not {
it should. Provided there' i
only a limited influx of
younger members, there .ig
task for a flive

and vigorous Zionist Mowe-
ment to perform. It all
bends on its ecapacily to ra-
diate its influence outside its
ranks, 4o permeate masses
Jews wrth: its spirit, 3
make ifs message the
do that it need' not

ists within the sespe of the {its
movement as a whole. Tn the |
particular case of the United |
States, such a framewprk ‘can |
and should be created under |er gage

ingtabments of an. art

Mr, Sharett taken 4
address he delivered ‘i New
York in November. The firg
instalment appeared on ¥Fri
day. : i




