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TRANSLATION OF A STATEMENT BY THE PRIME. MINISTER AND MINISTER R

OF DEFENCE, MR. DAVID BEN-GURION, IN THE KNESSETH
(PARLIAMENT) IN JERUSALEM ON NOVEMBER 15, 1955,
IN ANSWER TO A QUESTION AROUT THE PROPQSALS
OF THE BRITISH PRIME MINISTER,
'SIR ANTHONY EDEN

Questien addressed to the Prime Minister and Minister:éf‘Defence by
Mr. Baruch Azania, M. K. (Mapai), on November 14, 1955% -
1) Has the statemént made by'tﬁerBritish‘Primg Minister;.'
Sir Antheny Eden, on Nevember th? come tn‘the'atténticﬁngf
the Prime Minister° _ ) ) : o h
2) Is the Government rof Israel preparbd to accept the medlatlon _.
of the Brltlsh Prime Minister on the ba51s of the candltlons
set out in his statcment?L‘ o . | _.”
32 Does the Prime Minister not belleve that Slr Anthony Eden’s-‘
statement is likely to enceurage Arab aggr6851cn and thgt thg.
Gevernment of Israel should thereﬁﬁre makekgn éutggritative

. -and precise statement on its position?

Answer by the Prime Minister and Minister.of Defence, Mr., David Beanurlon,

as delivered in the Knessuth on Tuesday, November 15, 1955

_ I have read the statemant made by the Brltlsh Prlme Minister on w

' Nnvember ch w1th the serious attentlon 1t deserves and I regret thei its
main cqntents are in complete cnntradlctlhn tr 1ts declared nbgectlve.rlﬁié
apreposal te truncate the terrltﬁry'of Israel for the beneflt of its
[nelghbours has no legal moral or loglcal b381s and cannot be con81dered.
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Instead of fostering better relations and hringing peace nearer, it is
likely to encourage and intensify Afab‘aggression ana to lessen the likeli~
‘hood qf‘peace in the Middle East.

| Sir Antheny Eden has levél;ed Justified criticism at the Soviet
Government, which has decided, as he put it, "to inject imtc this dalicate
situation a new:element of danéer and to deliver weap~sns of war, tanks,
aeroplanes, even submarines to cne side only." ‘

PARd he tassezﬂzad,_ that iﬁ is '”mp0551ble O }eccncile this

Saviet action Witﬂ protestations that they wish to end the enll war in the
new spirit of Geneva.,! | |

Ik is asténishing, ~n the cther hand, that the British Prime Minister

should defend Egyp%'“ purt in this ”tranSQCtl n'", the t“ausactlon nf which

Sir Anthony'Eden says that "it is fantastic tn~ preténd'that this “deliberate

I's

act of hollcy'was an innccent unmmorclal trans %cﬁiwn It I+ is even mrre

re Y -

dlsqpleting that Sir Anthfny'Elen dellberat=¢y‘1gn*res the grave danger

which‘the supply of weap~ns nf war "5 cne side ~nly" invelves for Lsrael,
Cn # &=y p
The British Prime Minister ccnbends in his speech that the main

e

&
resprnsibility rests on the suppliers and n~t on the recipients, as if the

purchasers of the arms hail brught them for decrrativs purpi.ees mnly. Dces

-
”»

nat the British Prime Minicter know as well as I do fnr what purposes these

o -

arms are intenﬁed in Egypt? Sir Anthony Elgn, whw plaﬂes the responsibility
on the suppllers, has apparenbly'fnrgr+ten tbat frr a long tl;e kis
Government tom hal keen supplylng arms 'to one 51de nnly”——and there is no
lndlcatlnn in his statement that it will n:t 4o sc again in the ;utur

The British Prime Mlnldter is rightly e-ncerred at the increase ﬁf
‘ten81mn in the Middle East, partlcularly'betwben Bgypt and Israel, althmgh
he passes ﬁver in silence the ‘danger involved for Israel in Egyptian arms
supgrisarity, and he points out that ”therhostility'ﬁetween Israel and her
Arab ne;ghhours_is unreconciled. Here time has proved no healer." .

Sir AnthcnyﬁEden_diﬁ net-sge fit te nlnt cut that Israel, which was, the
> T,

victim of aggre331:n in l9h8 harbeured no hﬁstll¢ty'tﬁw*“ds her nelghbour=

In



after the endlrf the fighting, w#l stretched out her hand for peace—ani
that ‘hand is still Eutstretcheﬂn But the British Prime{Minister did single
ou§ Israel in-hié proprsals far ‘peace between the two sices: Israel must
L cede scme of its territory ta its neighb~urs, and %his preposal is what
Sir Amthony Eden calls a "eompromise hetween these (the Isrcel and® Ar®b)” two
positions," And why dnes the British'Prime Ministor use the werd Neompromise!
‘to describe the truncaticn of Israel's territoty? Because “he Arxab Stabes,
acdording to him,-teake their stand ~nithe United Natisns ves:luticn of
November'EQ; 1947 and Sir Anthrdy Bden declares that "it is ﬁmt‘right,‘l agree,
that United Nations res-lutions shruld be ignnred, ! Buf since®*Israel takes lio-
'Stand;iaccordihg'to 8ir Anth-fiy, »n the frenbiérs™set rub in the ambisbice
agree@entS'cf l?@é; it is nece$sar§ 't~ £iAd &' ¢ mprouise Estwégn theae bwd
frontiersy +teo cit off part =f the ”exceés"-b&ffitéfy'bf Torael and hand®it
over to the neighh~uring stétes; . R

" I helieve tﬁat'Sir”Anfhlny‘Eten's iéfinitiﬁﬁ of the "innocent
commereial transdeti-n'.can be applied with a greater meastire ~f force an.-.
truth o this "inmrcent! ':ﬁm.pr"ﬁmise$ » T ' LI

. The British'?rime'MinisteffignﬁreSjin his Sw;oailed compromise pread
posab a series Af basic histerical and pelitizal facts, ~f which it is

T g
quité inconceivable that he, as.a man who has headed the British Fureign

-

Office -for many years, c¢suld fail to he aware, s

»1) Histiry Jdoes 1 t Yepin with the Unit>d Nathions

Gentral “Assenm ly's rescluticn of Netember® 2% 1947, J
B o Ths * Jewish pecple will, always remember—

and. remember in gratltude*and esteem-~that thirty years befere that United
Natlons General Assembly, the British GCVPrnmPht under the leadership o
Lloyd-George'andnBalfcur, and wiish active cotperation af the”Pfegiﬂént 5
the Uniﬁed*Stateéj Woedrsw Wilson,  acknowl®iged the histerical’cennécticn ©
betﬁeen the Jewish pe~plerand thie larid ~f Israsl, And this comneftirn did
not ceme 1ntn existence as a result of that Declaration; thﬂ cpposite was the

case, ThlS connecticn was in eYlSuunCé thrﬂughvut the généraliofis, "and we



dive : Sl Udl LGl e M Aot T
Israel was in, existence in-this country in a peried when humarn. histery
knew nothing of the existence of AmerLoa ~p Britain., And Jerusalem was ™
the capital of Israel when the world was unaware of the existence of London,
Moscoew or Paris.‘
2) The Brlﬁlsh Governmant was the only'non~Arab state which’
declafed at the United Nations Jeneral Assenbly as early as Septembex! 26, 194
tﬁat shé wguld not implement the United Nations resclutions on the Paléstine
.problbm. The Brifish Covernment acted according to this declaration,
thereby'encouraglng, dlrectly or indirectly, the armed opposition ef the
Arab States to these resnlutlons. It refused to hand over the administration
;f Palestire during the transitien perlod to the U.N, Commission, and
abandoned the country to chaos. Only the establishment of the Government
of Israel onn May 1k, 19a8, eight hours befcre the Dritish withdrawal, savéd
the Jewish Community frem annihilation and the ‘country as a whole from ruin.
"3) The Arab States—Egypt, Syria, Irad, Lebanon, Transjardan™
and Saudi Arabiamwhlch according to Sir Anthony Eden, ‘take their stand
‘on the U.N. resolutltns of November 29, 1947—did not content themselves
with publlc prencuncements about their disagreement w1th and opposition to
the UN. resolutiens; they inyaded.the country with their armies immediately
after the departure of the Mandatory Govermment and engaéed in a war of
annihiiation against that State of Israel, the re—estabiishment of which
had been decided upon »y more than two-thirds af tre members of the United
Nationsg. The United Kingdom and the other member states of the United
Nations then did not raise a finger tn save the yourg state and its small
peaple (which then numbered only about 650,00%;u18&;reover, British officers,
whe then headed the Arab Leglon, and Brltlsh arms in Bgyph, Irag and the ~
other Arab countries, played a po:mlderable and predominabing part in the
"shelling ef Jerusalem, end would hawve destroyed it
bub for the supreme herolsm of its Jewish inhabitants and

the devotion ef our sons and daughters who successfully repelled the attacks

ovs/5
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lives,

-

i The 1nva31on of the Arab 3tates has made all the U.N. resoluti-ns

on Palestine null and: veid, They nannet, be brought hack te life anymere
than can the thousandé of Jewish defenders whe gave Sheir lives fer the
salvatlon of their people and the renewal of its freedom.

a §

) The U.N. General Assembly never decidgd jo:degwhat .- o

L

Sar Anthony Eden nOW'proposesu—tt increase the greas- -af the nelghbourlng

stat;as_ (Egypt s TranSJordan , Syria end Lebanen) at tlge expgnge oi‘ the land

bf Israels | qyis is a fantastic suggestion, which did ‘net enter anybedy's o

e /Accordlng 6 the U.N, resoluticn not a gsingle inch of
mind at the U-Nb_GeneramSéMIW Palest 1he berritery Wab te bes hatded

over o the neighbouring stdtes. Bir nthony Edeh's proposals, in eff
amefit, t#' the d%gmembermsnm #f the State of Igrael and the.grant ef a :eward
te the Arab aggressors of 1948, oy

The only state in. the'm&dle East egtifled te. redr<=ss for e o
the, crlminal attack, of the Arpb States in 1948 is the State ef Israel,
Israel was attacked byher_ne:.ghhourn.~ Egypt, Transjexdan; Irag, Syria, e
Lebanén and Saudi Arabia were the aggressers, and these countries still
céntinue their war against Israel by ether means: boycstt, Bleckade and the
irganization ¢f bands &f saboteufs and mirderers who are sent from time
te time inté Israel territery. This fact of aggressien against israel.hy
the Ara¥ States. is still o |

. fresh in the memery #f our generatien all over the werld.

The fai£ tﬁat,ip in contradiction_tg the U.N, res¢lutions is
the presence of the Egyptian army in the Ga?a Strip.

The secord fact thét ié in.contfadiétion te éhe U, N, reselutiens
is the annexatien by the Trans jordan Gevernment of 2 considerable part ef
western Palestine—the ®ld City ef Jerusalem; Hebrén, Nablus, . . - etc,
The British vaernmenb,'ani T Bclieve only the British Government , |
recognized this annexstien in April 1950, cempletely ignering the.

" ULN, resblutioné. If s*f intheny Eden does net consider that the-armistice
agreements ef l?h? are blnding upén hyth sides, and if he is cerrect in
his centention that it ig met right that U.N. resolutions shouli be 1gnored,

e a4 14 439wk ol leave dhe Gaza Strip and Transjerdan sheuld’



@

When I presented the new Government to the Knesseth on

Nove?ber 2nd , a‘fortnipht 8O, I\announced that "we do n»t: covet a single
. 4 LN d: . BT LR S
inchxff foreign soil But as long as we live we will nnt permit aryene to
e ® ;

el us of a.fzngle inch of our land;” e I 55"

- This is the con51derpd and determlned pollcy éf the Government
of  Israel. Acchrdlngly we do not See in Sir Anthony bde; s prbposa{ a
way for the resalutlbn ff the cenflict in theaMlqdle Efsth Eut avfactbr
maklng for 1ts 1ntenslflcat14n.- ' | |

Ny prapasal far a dlrbct meetlng with any'of the mrab rulers in
e
;fder ta"achieve a mutual settlombnt without any prier cenditiens, whlch
& ; ;
I ann.ﬁncei‘a ﬁnrtnlght agn“ln the Knboseth, still stands.. There is rmom

il e E 0. E we
fnf letal frontler rectlilcatlans agreeublg and benef1c1al f-r both Sldes,

» .

¢
carried out as a rasulﬁ of mutual agreement, . But tho Brltlsh Prlme Mlnlster's

'propasals for the truncatloﬁ f the tcrrlt-ry of Israel,

1 -

means glVlng a reward to the aggrOSSFTS."The vaernment.of Israel will net
g E h',' b . ' .

4

cpnduct any negotlatlohs on this iﬂ31s.‘
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