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TSRAEL - EGYPT RELATIONS

Ao Intreduction

In the pest months tension kas risen ¢to n Bew height belween
Jsrsel and Egypt. The lives and properiy of Isresl vitizens have
been sttecked with inmcreasing frequency. Egypt has persisted ia her
refusal te sbide by the wishes of the UN Security Council te release
the IsTael freighter Bat Galim and gllss 2% %o pregesd threush the
¢ uegx Cenal. Thrests by Egyrtisn leaders ageinst Isreel have somtimued.
The sxecuticn of twe Jewish defendants in the Osire trisl, im spite
of pless for clemency from sll over the world, hes exacerbeted the
situntion.

( within the lsst 10 deye the ever rising curve of Fgyptisn
aggressions against Isreel renched its high watermark with <he
{noursions of two Egyptian units desp inte Isracl territofy. On 23.IX.55

\ \ one of these wiits broke inic m government building near Rishon Ie

7ion removing various official dnnm‘ha . O 25,II.55 the same unit

murdered a cyclist near Rouhovnt. about 15 kms from Tel Aviv. The
other unit was interceptsd by Ilrao‘l sesurity forces and in the

ensuing exchange of fire ons of tho ugants o the Fgyptisn Intelli-

gence was killed. ©Om his body there wus found a report on the move-

ments of military treffic for the last 2 days.

_ ¥hen the regime of King Farouk was deposed in the suwmmer of

. 1952 by.the Revolutionary Council led by Genersl Naguib, the Israsl
Prize Minister, David Ben Qurion, walcomed the uhanst. He mnde
clear Isreel’s willingness to sssist the new regime in ite $eck of
internal improvement; and the lack of sny asnimosity for = former
enemy. Nr. Ben Gurion stated on Augusi 18, 1952:

» Isrmel wishes to sui}:gyp‘t free, independent,
progravsing. Thers were no grounds, nor are
there mow, for sny quarrel between Zgypt and
Israel. Thore is ne cause for ferri.torhl
disputes, mor muy reason for politieal or
scenomie problems.

®* ¥e heve no unmity against Egypt fTor what
was dons to our sncestors im the time of
Pharach, er for whet was dons o us four years
agd. ¥e hove never scught to exploit Egypt'=
political diffieulties with o gret power
attmoking ber or taking revengs UpCR hery wu
she 2id4 mpen the estoblishment of our state."
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Hewever, these friendly overtures bronght ne responss.
Indead the record of the pesi six months would {ndieste a
Bteady drift away from conciliation ms the result of inoreased
Rgzyptian hostility,

Bordg Unrest Grows

Zgypt has been comdermed by the Isracl-zgypt ¥ixed
Armistice Commissiom for 26 viclstions of the Armistice Agresmeat
between Septecber and mid-Janusry. These violatioms range {rom
illegal border crossings lo cases of sabetapge and murder. Varnings
to EZpyrtimm authoritier teo put o halt to such sctm of egeression
have hed ne effest.

In the poet zix =ontho seven Is:mel citigens vore killed
and 24 woundeg by Fgyrtien stiacks seresa the Gaza Sirip, During
the zame perioeg Isreel forges clashed 40 times with Egypiisn forces
whiech crossed the border imto Israel territory. Twenty zeven armed
Egyrtisn incursions have teken rlace during the sams pericd. Nine
serious sases of snbotage and mining have been c:rrloﬁ out by elements
of the Egyptian srmsd forees under the commend of the rxgrpthm heag-
quarters in the Gaza 8trip whish directed acts of sabotege, murder

and espionage in Israel territory.

On the nipght of Jdenuary 24-~25 an srmed bend of infiltrators
Peustrated six kilemstars inte lsrmel torritory from the Gazm strip
and set up em ambush near the agricultursl vettlement of Iin Baskloshy.
TFrom the ambush they epened fire on ftw Ploughmen of the pottlement ,
Eiling one ang wounding the other, ‘

Fer ihis attack, Egyrt was condmipd by the Israel-Egypt
Mixed Armistice Commiasion on Jenusry 27. The CommSesion resolved
a® followss

® NOTES with greve concernt the serious iituztion
pravailing clemg the Gaza strip resulting from
these rspenteq attackeg ‘ ‘

" NOTES ones agaiti with axtremsly arave eoncerrm that
despite obligations imposed upon Bgypt by the
General rrmistige dgraement and a number of Hixed
Armistice Commission resolutions, thoio Penetrations
ond killings of Israeli eitizens have not Leen
terminated

® CALLS uponm the Igyptisn authorities to put sm
imnedinte emd to such pgeressive acts. ®
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Just » fow deys emrlier, sn Israel militery post or the border
had been the ebject of sn armed assault by e 12-msn Egyptisn army mnit
on Jemuary 21. The Egyptisn unit dreve up to the armistices line mnd
took uwp firing positiens on its uile of the border. Five of the unit
charged acroszs the line, sttacked the Ysrael post, which was manned
by three ssldiers, killed ¢ne and wounded the two ethers. The Egypitiane
retreoated on the approach of an Isrsel patrol.

Condemning Egypt for this atinck, the Israel-Rgypt Armistico
Cozmission on January 24 neted that the srmistice 1ine in the
vicinitly of the sttack was clearly merked. The Comminzion's reselution
was worded thussz
® DECIDES that thie sgereseive ection carried out by

& unit of the Egyptisn Army is in flegrant violstionm

ef Article XI, paragraph 2 of the General Armistice

Agreement by Xgypts

®  NOTES with zxtromaly grave soncern this nggresaive

action end salle upon the Egyptian authorities to
terminates thesoe agErevslives mcts meeinst Tersel, ®

Egypt vas condermed by the Mixed Armistice Cormission em October 2,
and her authorities eslled uper £0 put om end *imzedintely and finally®
to acts of agpression sfter the marder of twe farmers on September 20
near Migdel ishkelon. The men, who w@ra brothers, were riding home om
a cart from the local dairy vhen they rers mecosted by eight nrmed
infiltrators. They were killed in cold bloods their two companiens
(exe vas » =on of one of the murdered men) wers wounded,

&2&03&' and Sebotage by Infiltrstors i

Egyptian intelligence officers have trained smd coﬁt marauders
from the Cnza strip inte Israel territery to epy and commit sabotage.
At the erd of September 1954 s group sent to commi: sebotage was
caught efter it had snired on furmere amd blown up houcq ir a border
sotilement. (attached & United Hution report on the investigation ef
one of the Zgyptian seboteurs cmught by Israsl Security forces).

Early in December 1954 four yoﬁtha ware caught trying to :gathar
military information inm Isrnels they admitted they had beien trained and
sext by Egyptisn officers in Gass. ' :
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Despite sondemnations by the Hixed Armistice "ommissien
repested well-orgenised military operations mgeinst ithe vital water
pipeline to the Hegev, Isrmel's srid southern srea, have teken place.
For the second time within a month, the mmin pipeline neer Kir Am
was blewn up with TNT on September T by s group ef trained maboteurs.
An smergency meeting of the Israel-Egyrtisn HAC edopted ® resclution
eondemning Egypt for this met, sfler £inding thet the mining of the
wrter 1line hed been carried omt by e group of four woll-trained
and organised men who had croersd the demarcation 1ime frem
Egyptisn territery and pdvanced sbout 1.5 km inside Isrsel. The gang
approachsd the pipe line end blew it up with e charge of THT, after
which they returmed te Xgyptimn territery. The Cormission found
farthermore thzt as a result of the explogion and until repairs
gould be made, mhout 40 p.c. of the whole region’s water supply ran

to wasio.

On Detober 25 a similer aitnck on the pipeline near Yefnloinm
tock place.

Foting the sericus damafe ineurred, the itized Armistice
Commission on the letier ocession sephasized its
» grest comcern (over) the repented mote of planned
demslition on msin weter pipelines in Isrnel by
well=trained, orgenised end eread graripu coming from
gxwptian-controlled territory.

ptiacks on the Negsv pipoline have not cuss'd- In Devember
1956 the pipeline near Usza wes blown up. Evidently the Egyptian
suthorities heve tzkem no steps to prevent the continuation of these
planned atincks. ’ :

Case of Bot Galim

On September 2B, the Isresl freighter Bat Galism, carrying
a cergo of tinmed beef, condersed milk nnd‘ply'nod oﬁ route frem
Fritres o6 Vaifas, war detained by the Igyptian suthorities st Port
Tewfik at the emtrence to the 5 uer Osnal. After tigl days of
intensive searches, during which ncthing more inerimineting than the
eeplain’s pistel was dincowrad. ithe erew waa chargod with npining
¢ire on Egyptien fishing vessels end ¥41ling tw¥o0 filhsrm
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~ The ten-men crew wes removed from the ship te mildtary
prison vhere they were held for two days. There the treatment
given them vms desoribed by the emptaim of the Bat Szlim as Tollews:
# Ve epll hed our hands shackled bshind omwr backs,
snd were placed in separste cells. Once overy
hour four or five men came to give each crew member
a thorough bsptiing. T had tho distinctior of being
vizited every quarter of sn hour. ©e werd alse
teken out into the sorriders smd "taken eare of' .
“ If mn man had to ro to the tollet at the end of
a long corrider, he wes besten with wooden sticks
by the wardens statiomed there. During ths first
night; not & drop of woter wer given to the

crisoners. *

After 48 hours of such treatment, ths crsw membsrs vere
transferred to & civiliamn prison where they were held, sometimes
together and eomstimes in soliderity , unt{l shortly tefore their
relesse on Janmuary 1, 1955. The personsl belongings of the
crew and the ship's fond of #1400 wers confisosted ani ne recelpt
givan.

Falsse Churgse Fithdrawn

Although Egyrt charged in her compleint to the Mixed
Armistlee Commiscion on Qstober 6 that two Egyptien fishermen hed
been killed by the Bat Galim, UK investigators semt to sheck the
charges found no wespons sboard other tﬁan the eaptaiﬁ's pietel,

The bodles of the slain fishermen wers never produced, nor was their
boate Other fishermen querSed did mot kmow of them, end the
Tgyptien suthorities were hard put to find *relatives™ of the missing
men.

Isreel, which immadistely denied th§ Lpyptimn ellegation as
& "reckless fabrication™, raised the quesiion eof the right to free
passage through the Suer Canal in the ui Sesurity canueil.;n Ootober 14,
Kgyptisn unwillingness to havs the Bat Galim case discussed was
respensibles for the Mixed srmistice Commission's mot completing its
conslderations until November. ;

Heanvhile the Security Council had sharged thn'ﬂAGiiith
reporting to it in full by the end of liovembers
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The French, Brazilisn, Belgiem, Feruvian and New Zealand
representniives all expressed their sdheronce io this point of
view. Leslie Knox Munro of Hew Zealamd , President of the Couneil
during Januery,; surwed up the wish ef the body om January 13 to see
the Bst Galim relessed inm the light of the 1351 resolution.

Crirc Sentences Sheck ‘forld Opinion

W%hile msssults incrsnsed against larasl citizens and zpypt
pers%stﬂd in her defisnce of UN wishes comcorning the Hat Galinm,
tvelve Jews were charged with espiomages for Isrmcl befors a
military court in Ceirs. During the trisl, which began on December
11, the defendante festified thet torture had besn used to foree
them to give inform:tion. One defendant, Elias Cremonm, died
under tortvre befors coming to t%inl; enother,Nax Eennsi, coumitted
suloide eeccording 4o the @gyptian nuthoritiesy s thtrd, tha snly
women defsndemt, threw herself from a window during pra-trial
interrogation, but survived.

On Jenuary 27, 1955 , twe of the defendents, Yorhe Marzouk,
@ phyeieinn, and Shrmel Azzmr, a school tencher, wers senmtenced
to hang. Two other defendsnts were giver life terms and four
others long sentences, ell st hard lsbour. The dauih sentences,
which were confirmed by Colomel Nasver s the highest military
authority, were cerried out on Jarmary 31 despite ploa: fer
clsmency from mll) over the wur1d4

Demonstrations were held wil over Isracl before sud after the
executions in Caire. World Jewish organisetions tl:o protested
the unjustified severity of the sentonces.

" Executions s Folitienl Move

The politieml motivationm behind the death --nﬁoneei wrs
pointed out by the Terzel Frime iinister, ﬁblht'?ﬁhﬁrett. spesking
in a special cession of they Knesset {parlisment) oananunry 31,
the day of the executions in Crire. He spid @ ' .
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