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Referring to the present state of afrairs along the

Isrcel-Egypt border - and in pParticuvlar to the propesnls made
Y the Scertury~Genersl of the United Kations £or repulating

tne situation nt Nitzana, thne Foreipgn Minisiry s.o%asman this
aflerroon (Tuesiny) recalleqd thet tnese proiuosnls weg been sub<
mitted to Isrrel and Eeypt on Jdovember last. The Government
new fel+, he Suid, thit Eoypt's persistent refusnl to olsdelzn .
thise projsosals shovld no longer he %ltheld from putlic
knowled,e.

Tha Seeretnry-Geners1 had made the Tolloving proposalss—
l. Completicn of the markzing of the olg Eeyptian—

Palestine froutier, along the Western bourd=ry
of the demiliturized SUNS
i

SN - F" Restrictions by Zeypt of 211 checposts and d2fznded
Posts tc positiosng west of the western boundiary of
the demilitirized zéng and the removnl of Jorsennel
Sbstucles and minssg from 211 positions within the 5

demilitarigad mons .

3« Simultaneous removeal by Isrzel of

~l1l obstacles and
mines and the limitation cf Israel pérsonnel in tha
. dewilitarized zoheo to the inhabitants cf Kibbutsg .

Kziot aad the 30 civilinnp polic2 2llowed for the
protecticn of e¢ivilinng activities, suhjest 5 tha
res=rv..ticns made by Genersl Burns in his lettar
0f 29 September 1955. '

. Isreel, the spokesman emphasized, hag acepted thase nro-
po32ls in principle. Israel had defined hor position us accept—
ance in principle teQeuuse, wnile in fact accepting the rroopesals
uncenditionally, she desired to rogerve tThe ri_ht =f ciarifying
one relevant S0int i ind when Erypt joincd hor in aceepting %he
Prapostls. The p-int in QUuestion vas the Seer. t
SU. gesticn, maic in his letter of 5 wovembar 1955, thet His
first propesal be implemented by +the UHTS2> nlon=. This, in +he
Isrnel Gevernment's View, did nnt correspond with +he provisions
CI the Armistice AgTeement ind constituted n depariurs from the
methed followed in the past, when the internatisnnl frontizr was
marked by Isr:cl in Co-op:ir-tion with the UNT3C.

Eeypt's ettitude, osn the ot4cr hind, had been tantamount
10 2 rejection or the Seecretary—G.oncrrl's propes.ls. The Tgypi-
i2n Gavernhent hed NeVer ¢xpressed its rendiness to nocept ¢
tut had, instend, put forward an entirely new seo )
wWiich went fur boyond their fromework. Isrnel regreticd thot
The UNTSC hnd so far not scen fit 4o plice Bevpt's ntiitude on
record , constituting ns it did 1 cluar neg=ticen of the: 3ccre Ty
Gelerpl's provoz.ls.

The duscription of Eeypt's demands as merely "additionnl
points fer considertion in conncciion with the situation in the
demilitnrized zone™ Might well hoave Served as encourngement to

the Egyptizn Govornment in its unccoperative attitude, The dig—
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from Jordan territory nad somewhrt subsidud, violence had flared
Up a,2in along the Gaze Strip where Epyptinn positions h~d re—
newed their att . cks fgninst Isrncl pairels moving inside Isracl
territory to protect Isrneli villagers working in th.ir fields.,

; These continued Bgyptian »néts of 2guressicn hed becn
thrintening to develop into = now campnign of viol.ncc, urder—
mining th. p_nce =nd sceurity of the aren., Tt bec-ma dmp.retive
to secur. »n end 4o th. Beyptirn attaecks and obtoin Eeyot's
egrecnient to nn af*cetive Cerifu~-fire.

Consigquently the Primc Minlstcer had found it necassrry.
on 5 December, to stross to the United Nations Chi-f of Stnff
.the importince of sursvading the Keyptinn Gov. rnnunt to accept
@i unreserved cunsce—fire, In his conversation with the Chief
0f . Staff on that dnte, the Prime Minister had defined Isranel's
position as follows:— C

1. Isriel desired to chsure 1 complete cese~fire

such ns would *ring about n cesantion of E.yptian
2ttt cks nlong the Isrnel-«Eeypt frontier, =3 well
8 nttincks oryginiscd by Beypt slong Isr~:1l's e
other bordirs. | A

* 2. It was the firm desire of Isrzel to sce the Gene-m
rol Armisticc Agrcement lmplemented in its en— wa
tirety by both sidecs. 1In this conncetion the
Primc Minister h=d drawn the Chi.f of St~ff's
particular attention to certain principal provi-
Sions of th. Agrectient with which Feypt hed so far
f2iled to ~enpliyv. Those were: article I vhich cg—
toblisn.d the promotion of permnnent pevece 23 the
ObjJuctive of th. airmistice; Articlo II (2) which

' forbude Ny warlike or hostile et by onc Party

%einst the other snd determineg the invinlahiliv:,

0f the¢ Dem:reation Line nng the intern-~ticn-=l fres-

. ier separating Isrivl and Poypt: Awtiels V{4) urno-

: hibiting incursions by civilinns freom the territery
nf one P.rty into the territory of the othir Party

‘ And articlc VIII(3) aceording to which there shonlé

N . be no Egyptinn definsive positions on th. Ezypiinn

S side of the fronticr, facing the El-auja (Nitzana)
ar¢a; that would be closer to El-Auja than El~
Quscimn and nbu Anuvcigila «

~

The Prime Ministcer deelared th=t it wes
: . Isrncl's desire to do «verything possidle to promo- .-
2 : te pence in the arca and that after an effective
cease—fire had been nchieved and the Gehsis frnith—
- fully dimplom.nted by Egypt, Isr-wl intcnded %o 2 4 o 8
. Posc the convocntion of 2 cenfurence under Article
. XII of the Genorsl armistice Agrecment with a vicw
to contrivuting to the risteration of p.once betwns
Eeypt nni Isr..ci.

3¢ The Prime Minister hnd reiterated Isracl's agrec—
ment in principle with the Nitznana proposals sub-—
mitted by Nr. Hummorskjold. He ndded that if
. Egypt agreed to cnsure an effective conge—fire
and to honour fuily all provisions of tne Gen. ral
armistice Apgroement. lsrael would thuh agree, In
e 2 sincerc desire to facilitnte the United Nations
g B N Chiif of Staff's tnsk and without further eInzifi -
S W ¢ tion, thut the international fronticr in the
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4. The Prime Minister had also stressed that Israel

- demanded the implementation by Egypt of the Se-

curity Council's decisions regarding freedom of
navigation in the¢ Suez Canal.

g1 The Prime Ministcr hnd had a second cenversation with
the United Nations Chief of Staff on 11 December for the purpose
"of reviewing the situation after the latter's rcturn from CAlros
To the Israecl Government's regret it had transpired th-t Egypt
had not 2grecd to the Scerctary-General's propos~ls, nor to an
unconditional ceasc~fire. Neither had B ypt given an under—
taking to observe, umong others, those basic provisions of the
General Armistice Agrecment to which the Prime Minister had re—
ferred specificenlly on 5 December. although the Eeyptian Forceign
Minister had apporently made some vague statement indicating an
inclination to comply with the General armistice Agprceement, he
hn3 not drawn zany practical.conclusions from this ard h-3 not
even agre«d to 2 cease-fire. attacks from acrnss the border
2geinst Israel armed forces continued, and Cole aAtrdul Nasser

h~d sent a remorkakle nmessage to the Secretrry—General of the
United dations, scrving notice that Egypt intended to uss force
in dealing with the prescnt situntion, the spokesman pointed oute

oy

The Vaite¢d Notions Chief of Staff, on his return fro.
Cairo, had proposed tc the Prime Minister that the Egyotizan Go- .
vernment be given a fow more days to reconsider its attitude —t11l-
15 December, whnen the British ambassador in Cairo wis to discuss
thise matters with Col. abdul Nasser. Mr. Ben-Gurion hnd con—
curred, although Isrmel had slready waited long for 2 sign that
Egypt wos preprared to sbide by her -international obligntions znd ~
te contribute by concrete action to the relaxation of ternsicn in
the area.

Nearly two wecks had passed since then, yet the situation
remained unchianged. Israel had not heard of Egypt's acceptnnce
of the Secretary-Guneral's proposals, of her agreement to 2 cecse—
fire or of her decision to comply faithfully with the General Arm-—
Astice agreement. Tac armistice Agrcument, with its enrdinal
footures of promoting pence nnd definitely terminating 21l hostile
acts continued to be violated ty E_ypt as in the past.

The Israel Government regretted that the UNTSO had been
unable to obtain Egypt's consent to the Secretrry-General's pro—g
posals or her faithful compliance with the General Armistice
aAgreement .

) Instend, attacks against Isracl continued from B ypt—
ian controlled territory, E-yptian. cgents in other Arsb states
purswed the organisstion of Fedayin squads, andthreats =gainst
Isracl's security nnd territorial integrity were publicly veiced |

by Egyptts rulers. '

Under these circumstances, the Israel Government con—
- sidered it essential to place the facts as they are before the
public. ;

Jerusalem, 27 Docember 1955.



