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Mpr, Frime Minister, since arriving in Isrzed, I have ieard constant
deminciation of the American plan to suprly arms ald to Irag, What's the
reason for the tempest?

If the Arab States realize, as they are now in the process of doing,
that, peace or no peace, they can get arms, why should they make pesce?
The giving of arms to Arab states which refuse to mmke peace becomes 2
premium upon their policy of permanent warfare against Israel. The arms
thems elves enhance their capacity for mischief. That is certainly not
a step in the direction of peace. ¥t is a step awsy from peace,

So, from the point of view of d sfending democrasy, 1 think the
Western powers should be warned szainst squandering their resource:s on the
arming of Arab states, :
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is a meore erucial peint, and that 1s that arms given to Arab states are arms

directed azainst Israsl - potentially today, actually Lomorrow or the day
after, So, we watch with profound dismay end mounting amxiety the policy of
the American Government to arm the Arab states - Iraq today, Egypt maybe
tomorrow, and Syria the day siter tomorrow.

Thia creates an armed preponderance in the Middle Zast which is vielenitl
negile to us, It forces us to increase our armaments by hook or by croock,
to devoie even 2 larger share of our meagre resources to self-defense, feeld
211 the time that American potentiality te provide arms will exceed our
capaeity for buying them inm such merksts as are open to us. We, therefors,
foresee 2 stete of very grave peril for our securdy if tnds goes on.

e are 2% 2 loss to ud erstand how the U.S. can reconcile that polisy
with her deelared poliey and concern to see lsrasl prospercus and securs.

¥r,. Prime Minister, I've also heard eonsiderable opposition herg to the
Angle-Egyptian agreement for withdrawal of British troops from the Sues.
How does that eoncern Israel?

I think we sre justified to feel apprehensive becauss, first of all, ik
accord as such iz bound to sirengihen Egypt enormously, bobh politieally and
stratezically. We have a s2id that we do not wemb to siand in the way

i1filment of her lezitimate national
aspirations, provided that consummaiion does not smoucrage aggrsssion agadns
' st its owm is one thing. To contemplabe
€ of war against Israel achieve greater strenghh

an Egypt pledgzed to a stat
with which to pursue it is quite another.

The whole issus depends upon whether the occcursiion of the “uesz bass WY
Egypt will generate mere peaceful comneils within its ruling group, or
whether it will entice them to embark upon a new aggreasive adveniurs. That
is the whole point. Add the danger to Ilsrasl and ic ¥iddle Zastern peage
of Egyotls agsressive orientation will become even grsater if the secord

with Britain is followed by an American policy of supplying axms to BzyFie.

T +hidwl 4+ wonld he safer if no arms ware ziven to Bgyeb.
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No arms to Bgypt, or Irag, even i
be much safer,

But, ¥r, Prize Minister, cam the United States postpone iny progrem of
military aid or build-up of defenses in the Middle Bast until there is a
settlement between the Arabs. and Isra’el -~ & setilement vhieh, you conecede,
22y be indefinitely delayed? I :

- 1 did not suggest that. ' I simply do not see what America is gaining by
by arming the Areb stetes for the sake of her defenses in the Middle East,
bscause I do not think the Arab states can be relied upor to use those arms
in the defense of “merica - or demicracy. They have no democracy and,
therefore, no interest 10 defang e a7 b v it :

ferhaps it's necessary for America to take a caloulated risk in this
matter = i - ; ;
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salenlated risk is justified perhaps when there is no past experience i:
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we krow exaetly how the Arab states behaved on sush sseasions in $he pashi,
What 1s the procticality of the Turkish-Fakistam pact if we do nob bring
countries like Irag and Syria-into it?

I don't see the practimslity of bringing them in = fmt's 211l. I den't
see¢ the advantage or usefulness of it. I don't think it is going to yisld
the expected frudt, I think it will end in a fiasco, Arms glven to states
inherently unstable will not meke for consolidation but serve to intensify

 internal strife and conflict. The arms will not help o defend the Middle

East against outside aggression. They will undermine peacs inside the region
For Israel they spell a grave peril.

But I am afreid the United States Sovernment is, to same extent - agzain
Judging by cutward symptoms = pursuing the same policy. <+t is r eady to woo
the friendship of the Arab states, maybe not intentionally agaimt lsrael, but
in the actual result of it, to *sracl's detriment. ‘

Bat if this state of "no peace® conbtinues while the Arab states ars armed
or arming themselves and enhancing thair military might, a time my come
when they will feel possessed of sufficient superiority of armed strength to
Lry agaein thelr luck with a war of invasion and aggression against Israel. I
sald for the time being they are not ready for it, and the memories of their
defeat are still too mmch alive,
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