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Following sre the qusstions I would be Erateful for the opportunity :
of putll ns to Mr Hen-Gurion, (and from which, no doubt, supplen entax
questions would develop in the course of an interview)s '+ =~

Would 1t be true to say that the basic aims of a national governme
as set out by Mr Ben-Gurion in, 'Davar' depend to a certain exiofor
extsnt for their realization on the develop=ent of peaceful &nd ‘st
conditions in this area? ’ : Sopsi . o B

I yes, would Mr Ben-Gurion apree that, in:spite of disappointment
in the past, a new and forceful diplomatic campaign should be -
carried out by Israel to persuade the western Powers and U.N, , 5
and throurh then one or more of the Arsb States, -~ of the necessity
for 8 worklng arrecacnt between Israel and her neighbours which . .
would be de facto if not de jure a peace agreement? . - . n . -

Does lir Ben-Gurion think the recent elections showed a so-called .
"setlvist" trend and does he believe in "getivism® as’ a means of <&
bringing relative peace and stability to unquiet fronti er sectors?

There anpears to be a widespread feeling ebroad that ' reprisals and
punitive actlon by Isracl (which, presumably, is what -is nsant by 4
"activism"), wmighticreate a situation that could fairly be descriggg
s threatening war and that wuld compel intervention by -the Lo b
tripartite Powers. Does Mr Ben-Gurion think this to be a risk tha
Israel wust take unless other means bring sbout & swift improvesmen
in border conditions? i Fige %

Would lir Ben-Gurion apree that a security pact between Israel and ¢
one or more of the western Powers would hsve a salutary effect in
this area by convincing the,Arab States that any hopes they may ha
of irolatine Israel snd so steadily weakening both her econouy.-and
ssccurity, had better be given up? A ey’ ( d 2

Finglly, the President when welcoming the new Knesset:implied that

the present relaxation of world tension strengthens the pmospect of
a relaxation of regional tension. Does Mr Ben-Gurion agree that th
is .s0? : EERRLE e £ B L
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Mr David Ben-Gurion, who has been charged b

tasx of for:zing a ney Governe

y the President with the
“ent, received your

correspondent today and

.answered gusstions nut with the object of learning what aight be his :g
noliecy,; as ri-we Minister, in certain matters affsctineg Israel! resional’
and western relstions. Lr Ben-Gurion, who is sixty-nine, looked nons -
the worse rer his year's retirenent to the barren Shoces of the NHegev; ;é
and for that -atbter none the worse for having cona back into party politie

to becors the ~entre, of a hard-fourht general elections Caupaign., His 44
hurourous eves, bricht, rosy cheeks and flowing hair hardly gave the i
impression of & man looking for trouble at home: o abroad. There was no.
siFn ol the "border scourge' he is popularly sunposed to heve becone
under the inTluence of g £0-called ‘activist trend in last month's
gledtions,

.

vt

fenarall

]
i
i

He

[

)

ad’ coalition Fovernment extenéing from}
ers) to the right-wing Genera

I S now trying to form a bro
the left-win~ Mapam (United Work

1 Zionists,: }
exclud in~ only the Cowvunig g end the extrerie right—wing, nationslistie
Herut Party, He is tryine to 4

@0 so apainst a hackeround of eleetion

Sanpointins to his own party, Mapai (tsrsel Labour ;
Party), ¢is-ayine to the General Zionists (who fell fron %B Knesset segts?
in the 1ast P2rliament to 13 in this ), hirhly eratifying to Herut { -
which increased its Knesset Tepresentation from 3eats to 157, and fais.
to S, cXcept the Co-munists, and especially

cheering tihe left-wming narti
to the new, "activist® party?g{iﬁhdut Avoda. Bach of the different b
ipartics hos reel into the aXzperpw Surpriscs the lesson that -ost coafort?

results whiech were ai

it, ang,from the resulting confusion of analyses has come much speculag-~
tion, XIXH ol it alarning, about what Mr Ben-Gurion may do if he becones °

wilng, tomether with the naking of

Primetkiinister, llost of vour correspondent's questions to lir Bcn-Gurion'g
had been sursested by this speculation, “%

usstion., -- Politicsl correspondents of leading Israd newrpapers. i
have written that ot a recent meeting of lepaits political corriittee you
incisted that foreirn nolicy should be determined by security factors i
end thut, in elfect, foreign-nolicy =akine :
defence nolig, should be centralised in-the office

of the Prime Minister,:
qQuld be expected to retain
were in sharp, even bitter

The revorts ndd that you and lIr Sharett (who w
the Foreian Ministry in any new Government)

—- ha
N

conflict on this natter,
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BERE Tomects g alend

Much nonsense has been written ang sald on this subject,

Foreirn noliev is determined by “any factors but the Foreipn Ministry's
functions and authority ~ust Tenain

what they have 8lwayvs been, Foreign_j?

rolicy -- résnonsibility Tor it =~ cannot be transferred to the Defence =
Ministry or any other Ministry and 1s mibjeet only to the overriding %
decisions of the Covern-ent as a whole, 4s Tor the sunposzed sharp 4
conflict with iir sherett, we have worked and collaborated together for 8
thirgv-fio vesrs., e have had differcences of opinion during that period .
and §% nave then again, But T think yOu can say that we shall zlso .
continue to work tomethay in full collaborstion, ‘i
#

~te stion. -- The opinion has been exvressed that you are impatient :

of the »nolitiesl anbroach to matters affecting border security snd Israel-;
Arab relations. Do you not think, however, thet the basic ains of g |

national Governuent as et out by you -- econoric independence, settlenent

of the wastelands, incressed iwairration esnecially froa North Africa,
and thez closin: of the econor

1ic and social fap between newcorers and
the old-established coutanity -- depend for their Tealization on the
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development of neaceful and steble conditions, by ocaccful seans, in  §
this :rea? would you say, for example, that ulQC by side with efforts
to acconnlish the besic ains you have set out there should elso be .
a forcervl diplotatic campaimn to bring about, directly or 1nc1rectly,
scme Kind of working agreeuent between Israel and her neighbours?

AngmicT, -- Our bawic aims, the realization of them, would ccrtainl
be easier if we had peaceful condrtlonv between us and the Arabs, But
we have cowe a longs way without neace and we can still gfo a lone way
without it., "Wrat we w”nt o 4o is not 1n any way denendent on neace,

cvvuJ’ __,__,-ﬂ-- y,//,

put “ﬂ*‘*". thn 3

of our salms. TFeace snd co-oneration with tr
Arsbs -- econnonic, SOCLGl culfural co-orerstion -- nust always be our
nzior objicetive., Ve st seize every opnortunity that will brins it

.nearer 2nd try in every way to evoid action that =ay nush it farther

gway. But I have no illusions about peace with the Arabs. ' It is nos .
Just arounld tha corner, I doubt if we shall met it until therse are '
thoLo‘fﬂWW stable rovernuents in the Arab States instead of clinues £
which gr= »ernetually alfraid of beins thrown oub by other eclicues. Our |
hiphest nolitiesl mix o jective re wins however, an Isrsel-arab =21li:
tion., --= Do wvou think a dYtthF at all can be done to starﬁ‘ :
<, the ball of neace Tolling? :
States 1
Anagmarn | aa Ves Peace between us and the Arab sxroksx cannot
baarad in one stroke. It nmust come, I believe, in three stages.
re (1) nuzne fulfill<ent of the conditions laid down by the
Folee Agract&nuu, with quiet on the frontiers and a cessation of
such hostile activities as the econoic boycott; (2) mmxEmEmmmocx
on-agrression pact between us and the Arab States; (2), the finsl
2 of nesce, with active co- -operation ~cono“1uallv and culturally.
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Thut ust be our eim irrespective of other ainms, bccause peace 5
is in itrelf e ~moral and nolitical necessity. .

But there cen be no evading the prelininary stage -- complete
Tfulfillment of the armistice condltlons.

4s for st artins the ball rolline, it is =y view that s security i
nact Detween us and the United Stotes would have the effeet of convine

the rresent Arab Governments thau they cannot isolate usg, and would :
create The conditlons in which 'some nropress towards penocable rclatlons

would begone possible,

e e

lueﬁtfor. -— There is a widespread feeling abroad thet renrisals
end punitive action by Isreel (the "activism” much talked ebout in the
rampaisn and describ

o e

slectlon ¢ ibed 2s a trend in public opinion, as shown @
by the cction results) night create s situstion that COULd be fairly i

S,

AT

o inte m'e:“‘t:Lon by the Powcro signatory to the Tripartite
. Do you think this to be a risk that Israel smust take if

2l
dmﬁ“vi bed s a threat to the peace, or such peace as there is, thus

lin

YT
there i85 56 iﬂrrovcwent, by diplomatic means, in boxder conditions?

L ‘A,_j‘;‘ﬁl‘;.\tmr;m

o2

Answer, -- The Isrsel Governwment must proteet the lives and work 3
he nw ple of Isrpel. When polit cal action fails, and even the o)
=3 Uotions Tenresantatives ave unableé td ensure the observance of th
i g grreenents by thﬁ’Arabs, military action by the Isrsel arned |
ay hecone neecessary. DBut under no conditions should indiscrin-d

itive action be taken. ‘ 994 282 - ,g
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Phris is nob o cuestion in aay way af.l.€‘0ull'l"" the trlmtrti‘bc oiree~
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~ent. v ow wde without our, or the Arab ' participationy
It iz o ~ne-sided declaration ond does not confer on the sirfnstories any
rirnts in this eocuntry. I doubt, ﬂf the arreemsnt is even binding on :
tliofe who sirned it., At sany rese, Dby b*OV1dl“” ar2s to eertain Arad
States, two of the parties to She trlr°"tlu declaration have shifted
the mow=ey helancs in the arza covered by the declaration snd therefore

have scted contrary to the terms and purpose of the declarstion,

ueshtion, -~ If it were propossd as a means to pezce, nwuld Israel i
agres to & modification of the present borders with ths Arab States? !
Answer/ -~ We can asrree to no changes whatever 1n the presens e
frontisra. e would be prepared to consider minor frontier ﬂorr‘ctions:
Lo wusnol arreement, Lub as a result, not as a conditlon, of péace, - .#
There can only be peace with Isroel as it exlsts pn0~ranhlca;lv todey,
and thot weans peace with the Arabs as they exist seogrsphically voday. |

-

G TR

3
i
&

LT TR I N

e

PRI v e

- 2740 283 N



