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"The value of, any declaration of policy can only be Judged by the .
actions it inspires!, It was 1in these words that in an exclusive inter~
view today, Moshe Sharett, Foreign Minister of Israel expidained the calm
tinged with scepticism with which Russia’s announcement that she is
anxious to assist the United Nations to find a soluticn to the problem of
Israel or in other wonds to assert her claim to intervene in Middle Eastern
affairs has been received in Israel. Taking the joint comminique issued
at the conclusion of the talks between the Russian Prime Minister and
Sir Anthony Eden as his theme, Mr, Sharett stated that in his view the
source of threat to peace and security in theMiddle East lies in Egypt's
dreams of glory and revenge, the domination of the Arab world and the
destruction of Israel, "Each has its own lure but they are intercomected,
Israel is the only barrier to the North-African and West Asian sections
of the Arab world being joined together under Egypt's sway, At the same
ﬁmehﬁhm@mttMadimemnofIwﬂdﬁmnwhumrhm“mea&dﬁmm
of -the Arab masscs which she hopes will enable her to gratify her lust for
expansion. The peril has been rendered imminent by the overwhelming '
superiority of armaments she has recently acquired as the result of the
Czech arms deal, Actually both signatories to the Lordon communique are

in varyirg degrees responsible for creating the present explosive situation.

Britain's contribution has been a relatively minor cne while that of the
Soviet Bloe has been massive and menacing, From the point of view of
precedent and the moral principle involved Great Britain assumed a grave
responsibility by supplying Egypt before the Czech arms deal with
Cernturion tanks which it has denied to Irsrael to this day. Now that the
two Bovermments proclaim their resol¥e to exert themselves on behalf of
peace in the Middle East they might well be asked to explain how
aggression is to be averted as long as the present ominous imbalance of
armaments remains",

) "Many of those who have met Colonel Nasser', I said, "believe
that his policy is notwumrlike but is aimed at promoting the welfare of !
his people and the socizl development of Egypt. What is your view?! ‘

"Unforturately Colonel Nasser appears to talk in one language to -
. his visitors from Furope and the Unitéd States and in quite a different
one to the people of Egypt and Arab lands, I am tempted to compare him
to a truly great msn in the contemporary Middle Fast, Kemal Ataturk
concentrated on the consolidation and reconstruction of Turkey proper,

He abjured all expansionisttendencies and irridentist ambitions and
became a hero by working only for the salvation of his people. To Colonel
Nasser however the rescue of Egypt from misery, ignorance and disease does
not seem to be enough. It is a long time since he relegated the struggle
against his country®s economic and social evils to the background and
gave priority both politically and firnancially to large-scale rearmament
and the pursuit of aggressive designs.. Apart from his declarations there
is the evidence of deeds - accumilation of massive armaments, military
pacts subjecting the armies of Syria- and Saudi Arabia and recently the -
Yemen to -Egyptian commard, attempts to control the Jordanian Govermen ,
relentless hate propaganda against Israel ard the Jews , massing of troops
in Simai and finally the organisation of gangs of murderers and saboteurs,!

"According to a statement recently published in the United States
press he said that in his viewthe only solution to the Arab-Israeli.
problem was "for Israel to undergo an enormous surgical operation! while
ohe of his colleagues suggested thal i the operation was not performed
immediately "the total extermination of the patient would soon become the
minimum demand," : )



the Anglo-Soviet comminique
will support the United Nations initiative to .
] ptable basis?. I asked,
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of. tite' ‘Sonfiict between the Arab States and dsrael, to be attained by

- freeigBotidtions, We would welcome any influence which may be brought

o tovbeatr 'ﬁﬁdﬁﬁﬂ:ﬁhe;_et:alqitrant party in order to induce it to accept the
i pEANEEpl & oF a" freely negotiated ‘Peace settlement s " answered the Foreign
Minister, :

he "Have'jou;'ény comment to make on Church:lll‘s _recent‘s‘ifét_emenjc cn
the Middle Faston SR SRR O
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3 B vl iy wéé_char:'éé%erist;ic and deeply -e-gqéﬁréging;;that'Churchill, who
Swillgo- do'_#m”tc_) ‘history as the very embodiment. of the cgndemnation off
" "appeaserient, should hdveé raised his voice at.this eritdical jundfbure in

warning against appeasement, .. © : .
' 2 nrelede In the' Middle East and

b P i o a8 Byl oot T
i3i~ inh’support or Tsrael!'s urgent claim for arms, A fearful price was once

paid fior the disregard of his timely warnings, May his present eaTh
not go unheeded." o o 58 gg LY
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“ "o You ‘believe that the. Hammarskjold.mission will result in

establishing peace in the Middle East? I enquired, I
;""?Iwirf_.‘}*'-:Hamars'kjoldfs mission is an important departure, We have

pledged him our full and wholehearted cooperation, .He has already ,
achieved a notable success in‘_‘hbtaining‘._.gn:_undertaking strictly to

‘observe a cease fire and refrain from crossing the Armistice lines, We
regard it as his primary task to Secure a complete and integral impleme nta-
tion of all provisions of the Armistice Agreements, of which the most

" fundamental one is to’ abstain from all hostile .acts and threats of war,

! «iThe’ erueidl quéstion is whether the Arab States » and primafily Bgypt, will

be ready to make the hirmistice regime a living reality opf whether they
will contimie to violate its basic principles by practising a sea blockade

~an opéning for thé 'res'ii'r'hpt:ijél'ﬁ' of ma jor hoét;jlitl-es:;.-\-;lrfhile waiting to see

. what the future holds in store' and -always .hoping for the best, Israel
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- must ibg- prepired For. thgwgrsﬁ,ﬂcannot rest: its security on. the

slender hope of & cha"ri‘gq_.gf heart in the other camp, IMoreover, its readiness

@favertmglii,én&Sparlng‘bo itself as well.as to its neighbours the
I hofHers of “a few war - ‘Therefore, the placing at Israells disposal of

adequate quantit ies of defensive Weapens: remains an Imperative ne cessity,

= Farifiedii conflicting With the mission 6f “the Secretary General of the

United Nations, by effectively deterring aggression,

this wi 11 only help
to ensure i‘t.s’ :stlg ,Success," i
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g TND ou Gona 1A Ut Rusaiald wobive T supmiying Bayet udtn
arms 1ast‘year was a preliminary move to enable her to intervene in
Middle East affairs at a later date?t ’ 3



up, you feel that she has now undergo

e BeMAiNEly desires pease? ,I apked, ..

... "Russials declaratien indicates a cha

ne a change of heart and

nge of tone and & more balanced

hi-éppfdabh to the Arab~Israel problem; But the value af any declaration
- of policy can only be. Judged by the ‘deeds that it ‘inspires " declared Mr,

;i‘if;ﬁhaxett.‘JQThe Soviet Union'y: he contimied,

“ﬁhétCzeéhgarﬁéudealfwhiqh;is‘the source of t
9 Peace and: stability = nor is.it yet clear
. discontinué’ the process of . thé one-sided arm

M"Israel has asked the Great Powers to
. countertalanee the Czech arms deal s 1 said,
arms race in the Middle East?t :

"has . implicitly justified
he présent fension and threat
.Whether she is prepared to
ing of the Arab states.!
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supply. her with arms to
. "Would-not this start an
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".J"The arms race is already in fﬁli‘awinga: The problem i to .put

. Sense then at least as regard$ the quality o

- i

© is of primary importance.!

. Israelyt "
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.. comment,, .

.Z_forvexamplsfﬁhe‘antiFStalin movement; -are 1ik

"Egypt is gertainly doing everything

- f&_;nﬂénd to it by restoring seme kind of balande, if ‘not in the-quantitative

f . jarms among which aircraft

;'"Db_ydﬁ éeripusly believe that Egypt iintends to make war upon

to be in a ﬁbsition to launch

- a major offensive and we are not Prepared to-leave Tsraelts safety to

the mercy of Nasser's statesmanship,!

.."What importance do you nkw attach to
of 1950%" B g :

the Tripartite Declaration

Mife néﬁer<attaghe@rﬁuch imporﬁanée to it and now even less than

.at aﬁy time in the past,"

- . "Will the lLake Tiberias irrigation pr
May 1st? Was this discussed with Hammarskijo
If work is restarted-do you believe that. Syr
of arms?! o

 "There has never béen any. date fimed
but we certainly would.not. 1ike to lose yet
this vital project.a stage.further. We have

oject be recommenced on
1d and with what result? -
ia.would intervene by force

for the resumption of work;
another season in carrying
already lost three seasons

and patience hag its 1imits,L The questiom wis discussed with Hammarskjeld,
AL Syria intervenes by force she would be the -aggressor, ! '
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blqgkade,othpg Suez Camal and the Gulf of 4
"Definitely", Mr. Sharett answered, b
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"Do you think that the recent cﬁa&ées

~ of Jews from Russia and the satellite states

upid tﬁé ?riﬁé'Mini§ter diééusshthe quééﬁiqn“of the Egyptian

gaba with Hammarskjoldgu

ut de¢lined any. further

Oommunist werld,
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