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by Fioshe

B ARE entering upon the the last stage of the
UV \var. Post-war polmcal plans are already under
dis u.mth, and it may very well be that a decision
on Pulestine will be reached during this period.
Todwy i iz clear that the problem has been re-
opuned. It may be that new circumstances will again
coageal a sitwation which has become fluid, but
there are wrustworthy signs that for the time being
at least our problem is up for consideration. ‘

This could not be the case if the foundations of
thie - Whige Paper were not shaken. The very fac
thuc Palestine is being discussed in political uulcs
sroves diat this is so, even though the White Paper
Is far from having been abandoned. The White
Paper policy has certainly been weakened and there
are facrors in world politics and in the Jewish aad
Palestinian struations which will continue to under-
mige I

I

The Jewish problem is not the only unsolved
cne 1n the Middle East. The whole question of the
future of the Arab countries is on the order of the
day. Considerable political activity is developing in
all the countries around Palestine. Syria and Leb-
anon have been added to the list of sovereign
or practically mdapmdent countmu The indeper ad-
ence, in race as well as in theory, of Egypt, Imo, and
Saadi-Arabia has been sumgmcned. The future of
these countries and the ties between them, their
rclacions to the Great Powers and particularly to
Great Bricain, are all open questions.

At this tme the Arab problem is developing

upon lines not precisely foreseen by theorists,
wherher Arab, English, or Jewish. It was an uac-

cepred  hypothesis that the Arab countries were
developing toward a Federation. But in facr no
Federation is being discussed and there is no sign of
any approach to such a solution. To be sure, there
are some who, being disappointed in their hope of
a Federation covering the whole Arab world, have

retreated to the idea of a so-called Greater Syrian
Federation, including Palestine. Bur there are strong
Arab groups who oppose even this. As the Amb

countrics grow more independent, they become

more anxious to preserve their sovereignty, not only-

gainst the Grear Western Powers but against ﬂch
What is happening now among Arab coun-
ics is a process of rapprochement through the crea-
tion of nutual bonds, not through the abandonment
eignty. On the one he md treaties are being
: d berween neighboring countries on spe-
_,\.,}nts, and, on the other hand, there is an
v ot to unite all these countries in consultation
. cooperation on a common political program.
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how far this process
go, but this is the pus pose of the mauult con-

There is no Way 10 forecast
will

feu,uu,s now being arranged between f‘nab leaders,

fr is clear that as neighboring countries become
lii(Jx.p(.ndLﬂt Palesiinian Arabs “will become more
anxious for independence. The Palestine Mandate
today is the only “A” Manddig fmplicd o a terricory
whose inbabitants have not atteined self-govern-
ment, The pressure for mdeendcncc and the rap-
p:ochcment between Arab countries are forces ace-
m; upon us and against us, dirccily and through

heir effect upon the Grear Powers. On the othe
h;uyl since the discussion of mutaal relations amon g
Avub countries has become an urgenc polmcal ques-
tion, our cxistence as a national unit, and the conse-
quent difficulties for the attainment of Arab politi-
cal aspirations have been sharply underscored.

We must continue our efforts tw make contact
with the Arab world about us as we have always
done. If not for our work in this field heretofore
we could not be as well informed us we are about
these marters, and even if only for the sake of such
nformation we are bound to scize every opportunity
for further contact. Bur we are also interested in
having the Arabs understand our strengih and
cur purpese: that we have come here to be inde-
pendent but not isolated; o be a constructive power
and not a foe; and that we hope for murnal af d and
reciprocity—a h0pc whuch we are prepared 10
realize even if it must be picce-meal and inrerrmic-
teatly.

The reactions on the part of Arabs in the neigh-
boring countries have been of four kinds. First there
are some Arabs who refuse to meer us altogether,

in spite of efforts which we have made over a period

of years.

‘Sccondly there are Arabs who are always prepared
to meet us, to talk, to maintain contacc—bur who
will not agree to political negoriations. The c‘\pl L1a-
tion of this attirude, as we have heard xugmiy from
some Arabs, is that, after all, the question is berween
us and the Palcsnnmn Arabs, and that neighboring
countries have no right 1 negotiate, At other times
we are told that, after all, the problem is an inter-
national one and will be decided by the Great
Powers, so that there is no point in negotiations
now: it is beteer to wait for the decision and post-
pore any arcangements that may be necessary as
between them and us until a later dae.

This does not mean, of course, that the Arabs are
sitting passive ely while they wait for such a decision:
dlcy are active, they exere their influence, and they
fight for a decision of a specific sort, Appaumlv
+h¢y hope to achieve more than they mishe arfain
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by any negotiations with us. The Whice Paper gives
chem grounds for such hope. By the W.utc Paper
sy have alr eqdy achieved much, more then would
be pessible wo hope for from any compromise agree-
ment with jews—even with Jews who are prepared
to accept conceivable “compromises,” let alone other
Jews. But the fact that the White Paper 15 losing

ground is no secret. Perhaps one of the reasons for

its weakening is the lack of uOﬂud\.uC in '-;n;;u docu-
ment’s future that has been deeply impiessed upon
lacse Arab groups from the very b{:ﬁm :ing. They
never convinced that it could be casried out,
for they kaew very well thae ic was oppused o e
'*m, eficcdve trends in Pzlestine. Yet a position
like thar which the Arabs have under the White
Paper is not iikely to be abandoned without a fierce
struggle. For this reason the Arabs are disinclined to
make any advance CoNCessions.

There is still another reaction to our advances:
wi hile always prepared to meet and to discuss issues,
this group at the same time always declares that
there is mo possible compromise, -and that it must
be war to the bitter end. This group is prepared
w fight and sce who prevails, so that if the Jews
peevail it will not have been through Arab “submis-
sion”. _

Finally there are those who meet us and propose
COMPIOIMIses 4s a basis for discussion. We welcome
such reactions for they show that things begin tw
move. Some are beginning to realize Lhdt. we are
a real force in the Middle East, and that our position
in Palestine cannot. be ignored. Yer the compro-
mises which are proposcd suffer from these weak-

nesses: The maximum that the Arabs are PIep: ared
o offer is very far from the minimum upon which
we are forced to stand; and furchermore those who

propose these compromises are entirely incapable of”

cariying them out.
1
brmf*s us back ro the conclusion that
of grawty for our polmcal ef forc mast
@ in a different sector, in the area between
is and the Great Powers, who will decide the issuc
insofar as any human power can deteraiine the fate
of the world after the war.

The JL\Vlbh people constitutes a world problem
which seriously concerns the Grear Powers and com-
mits the whole civilized world to a grave responsi-
biliey.

Among the Grear Powers the mosc Lnportut
with respect to this question is Grear Britain, Here
we face a severe suungle, and the essential point
at issue is whether the decision is to be o British one
or an international one: in the interest of England
or in the interest of world peace; within the limics
of Palestine or on the scale of the Jewish problem
the world over. It is our duty to insisc on the intei-
national character of our demands and o work for
them by approaching every power that is concerncd

o

regarded it as the
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with the question, and which we can reach, parciu-
lacly the Big Thrce.

The Arabs have always spoken in werns of their
ultimate aspirations. The Briush, on che ocher hand,
never spoke in cerms of uldmate goals, and for
a long time what littde they did say gav.: us the
opportunity for ungesiricted work aad prog
that is to say, we were restricted at each particelar
thg“ but unsesiricted with regard to cur potencal
achievements of population increase, extension of
our zone of settlement, and our growth woward polid-
cal self rule, consequernt upon our increase in num-
bers and expansion in arca.

The majority of the Zionisc movemcat, in Con-
geess after Congress, firmily opposed any aceapt
to divert attention fxom its immediute vital tasks
and the utlization of every aveailable condiere oppot-
tunity. It opposed atterpts to force a debate con-
cerning ultimate goals which then Sf.\fu'l\,u, and was,
barren. But a change took place. Its beginnings can.
be traced back bcyoad the White P;pu of 1939
to ¢ Report of the Peel Commission of 1937.
This report spoke in terms of ultimate goals and
attempted to set up definitive coastizutional ar-
rangements. Of course no constivutional order can
be definitve forever, histogically speaking.  Dug, as
far as the policy of those who proposed these at-
rangements and those who were w accept them was
concerned, it was an ateempt to setele once and for
all the status of Palestine. The Report of the Wood-
head Commission was a similar attempe, and cer-
tinly the White Puper intended o define the
permanent statas of Palestine,

Even if the war and everything it brought had
not taken pm.u, our .tp,)n)pr;.l te reply to this policy
would have been w declare ofhy that the recon-
stitution of our nationbood in Palestine s not
merely a vision bat our concrete political objective.
However, uatil the war broke cug, with all its grue-
some consequences for the world and particularly
for us, we adopted a defeasive attitade. Thus some

of us, who saw n6 escape from the Furdeion Plan,

reconciled themselves to this offer because they
lesser evil; we were then in a
defensive position, with the inidadve in the hands
of others. But the Woerld War broughe sadical
changes. A crucial decision, not only in the Pal-
estine problem: but in Jewish history, hud w be
made. Not alone does the Jewish people fuce a
historic turning point as a resule of the sluughter in
bue tiwe war las world
O A crossways. Chcse clrcamsnces, in their rela-
tion to the problems of Pulesdne and the whole
Middle East, have made it possible as well as neces-
sary for the Zior‘is‘t movement to fight for a more
radical and immediate solution of our probiem.

If this analysis Is correct, there arises the ecrious
cuestion, whether our policy is adecuate o ¢
ation, We must above all this cucestion:
Have we now a chunce for a new polideal campaign,

.,

Lurope, broupht e whole
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unprecedented in the power which can be mar-
shalled behind it and the prospects which lie before
ic? If so, it is clear that a demand for the continua-
tion of the mandate is totally inadequate. If these
is room for argument among us, it can only be on
this busic question: wnuhu we now have the op-
portunity to abandon our defensive position, for,
if this can be done, we rmust be clear what we wish
0 achieve. Shall we uandertake a political campaign
;0 restore the mandate? Do we wish to achieve 2
siciation in which vital decisions about our future
wili be in t}‘c: hands of others? Or is it our aim that
su.cl s be in our own hands, so that we may
sivenn a real opportunity to save as many Jews
ssiple in the shortest possible time?

We do nor enter upon this road without serious
douats of the prospects of success. The whole world

voday is struggling for great aims whose realization
s similarly doubtful. It struggles with its own
weakness and cowardice, its confusion and divided
counsels. There is a receptivity in the world teday
w grand conceptions, beld conclusions, and radical

~ solutions—above all, of the problems which causced

this war chat has grown to unprecedented divien-
$1018.

“"‘h we can make our proposals to the Great
ers, to world opinion at large, and certainly to

the Jewish people.

*d
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In dealing with the Great Powers, we must be
awate of '*hexr differences. In the American sccior,
we have a wide field of aawry but with one im-
portant ceatral point: In the Pxesxdmcy of the
Unired States, in one man, or at least in.one office,
fie grear powers of decision on international politi-
cal af.lur:, We saust be aware, of course, of th
rescrvations which must be made to such u siate
ment. We have all witnessed the difficul *ic* o
great American Presidents precisely with res

o interpational affairs, owing to the rights
prerogatives of the United St.w:s Senate. Neverihe-

Ch

ess, the White House is still an 1mpormm foram
for our political activities. Bur precisely because it
is so definite a point to which to address our effors,
it is the more difficulr to determine a policy in
regard to it. We can work systematically with re-
spect to the press and public opinion, but o influ-
ence the Presidency of the United States is a task
depending upon occasions and opportunities. I am
far from Dbelieving that we have done everyiling
that we should or could have done even with our
Hmited -US0UrCes (o place our case before the %

A7 e

House. Jut we I“;vg attemipted something; ‘m‘f{ we
have Iea;ncd of doubts entertained in hw;h ¥“s

abour the pramc.luury of our prO]GC‘E and with re-
gard to the size and potential c.tpacnty of Pmsune
o contribute toward a solution of the Jewish prob-
lem. There is also the problem concerning Asmer-
ica’s relations” with the peoples of the Middle East,

These, it seems to me, are the only termis in -
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who are using every pos;iblu FACANS 1O OPPOSE us.
However, there are also good reasons to assume tha
America can bring to bear a favorable inf lur_me
for wus.

Our prospects of help from America will be in-
creased to the extent thae our support in Lngland
grows stronger—and not versa.  America has
just c.muu.d the Iv‘lduh. Base, chicﬂy through its
interest in oil. This facy, in additicn to the cdlose
relations with England on broud international prob-
lems, creutes bonds of solidarity and mucual consid-
eration, not all of whose consequences are favorable
to wus. ‘There are, nonethcless, powerful factors
which work in our favor in America. There is the
existence of a jcwish community of five million.
The Unized States, moreover, 15 & democratic coun-
try, in which Jews are frec to cxpxus their views,
to think as tney please, to orgamze themselves, and
to exert their influence upon public opinion. An-
other favorable factor is the rapid growdx of a
realization of America’s responsibility for peace.
ful condizions in the postwar world. This is creating
a more favorable climate for an understanding of
the Jewish problem und the acoepinnce of consiruce

vice

tive solutions.

ke

Another fact which has aided us greatly in Amer-
ica is the constructive, progressive character of our
work in Palestine. During the war the Jews in
Palestine have come into contact with people of
many countries, to a greater extent than had previ-
ously becn. the case. Not all the Americans wh
came, and saw Palcstine and the Middle Ease, re-
turned friends of Zionism. But I do not kanow of
a single American wio came to Palestine, in whai-
ever capacity, who was not deeply impressed by
what we have already accomplished and by our
ability tw multiply achicvcmcnts still fur-
ther. Thijs creates a special kind of a boud berwee
us and the cizens of that ﬁ-*'cat power, nmemca,
who have always had a specia mprcdation of con-
struction, development, economic potentialities and
needs.  American paullc opinion will not easily
weee, if the matier is placed before e, to have a
creative caterprise arrested In is development.

We thus have a broad field for our uctivity; but
it is highly doubtful whether the most intensive

t
hese

‘carmmipaign can bring the United States to take deci-

sive mecasures unless supported by other Powers, or
at least unopposed by them.

v

The question of our relations with the Seviet
Union is unique. It is an aliogether new problem
for Zionist pohu@ raised, stroagely encugh, by the
meagre Opportunity whxch we  have Ludy .been
for reaching that great Power. As long as

granictd

there was no contact, wiich was the case for a
sufficiently long tme, there was no problem. At-

ternpts to enter into refations and our first contact



begen a consideruble time before the was, bug, as
a result of the war, something changed which made
po;sibic mach more frequent and tangible contacts.

Bur two things are lacking with u.w.m.l W0 Soviet
Russia which, 1n relation to Great Brivain and the
Uniced States, have always secmed so nawural that
we paid no attention to them and did not appreciate
their value: fisst of all, the right of entry; and
secondly, the existence of a free Jewry. Did it ever
occur to anyone to consider it important dwat British
Jewry is erhntth to maintain a Zionist Organiza-
tion and meet in convention? Has anyone ever
sreciated the importance of the fact dhat Ameri-
Jewry has similar rights? Have we ever uader-
the value of being granted visas and space in
airplunes during a war, even though it was clearly
uncesstood that these were granted to persons who
intended to combat the current policy of the govern-
ment which extended them?

We have not these facilities with ressect o Rus-
siv, 20d it is not in our power to see that they are
granted. There is a deup sticring . of feeling for
jc\vmh concerns among Russian Jews. ‘ihis is at-
tesied by voices that have been heard froax the So-
viet Union at a number of Jewish conferauices. Bui
cven though these conferences would wnever have

en hdd 1f it were not for the revival of fewish
conscience, they are not the resule of independenc
;“;Ll_.tlw nor do they express the free
Jews. It is inesdmably important that we Luve re-
ceived the evidence that such a revival has tken
place among the Jews there. It would have been
very strange if this were not the case, bx is-still
very important to have veceived the evidence. And
yer, We still lack the suppoxt of a free and or ganueu

ewry which we have in other counties, and it
will not be easy to obtain it.

Our contacts with Russia ar this wme are re-
siricied to a few ﬂcetma, accidental meeiings, and

I am not aware of a single real oppo‘mmv:y that
we have neglected. But we must bewure of two
things: On one there is complue agreement not
only in our labor circles but in the whole Zionist
raovement. In our effort to establish bewer rela-
tions with the Soviet Union, we must do away with
sany feeling thar we may have because of the past
Wherever we appear, we must needs appear as loyal
Zionists. But it is unthinkable that anyone should
allow grievances of the past to act in the slighvest
degree as an inner block, impeding our unceasing
effort in this quarter. The SCCOnd thiag we must
beware is to despair of breaking through the obsta-
cjes which the Soviet Union has set up wround itself.
There are, too, encouraging signs. Thers have been
conversations, at least one of whichh came not
through our "Cf:king, but at the initiative of the
Sovicts. To be sure, it was easy for this initative to
e taken, for it it did not require tmva.nn‘,rD long

Zistances. In fact, it was so natural as to be practi-

- I
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-guard jealously our frve and recognized power of

ENLIS s e \.;J.u‘\

DOC 00456 ¢

cally incvitable; and sdil it was mposaae  The
content of this conversation was also muagked by a
certain initiative on the pare of tw other porty; duere
was an exptession of intcrest going beyond mer
curiosity and apparently leading towards a deiinie
puspose, or at lease, implying the assumption that
it was necessary o feach some polidcal conclusion
with regard to the Jewish cause. It seems to me
thar this detail alone Is enough to bacish despair,
but we must still be fully aware of the actual situa-
tion.
v

Realicy brings us back w Great Bricain as the
pivot of our political efforts at this tme. In a con-
versation which § had on one of my visits to London
with somcone in the Micisiry of Foreiga Affairs,
hie said: “Whae has happened to the Jews in Burope
has forced us, willy-nilly, towurd Palestine.” I re- -
plicd:  “What we see about us, if we are clear-
sighted, forces ug back to Great Britain”

It is not o qu;mon of loyahy or moral oblization
or of preserving a docirine once ’tnLdl)}.LrllLU. We
alone determine our couwrse. But we must determine
it through a clear-sighted view of things as they

are and not as we mighe like dhiom to be. We must
£

puhuc.ll rq)rwcm‘ tion and 1-.\_{u£)k,x-u\..1t approach
to any power which we think has some reladion to
our cause. Just as we go direcdy to Greac Briain,
so we must go to the United States direcily, and
to Sovier Russia directly, and to the Arub world
divectly. If we lose this freedorm, our campaign with
respect to Grear Britain loses its value and purpose,

This does not meun that all the Powers are of
equal significance at all stages. They are not equal,
w“cd‘u: in their uulumlcc, their power of decision,
or their control over cur faie.

We are now being fulscly repeesented—and 1
came across this charge frequenidy on a visit to
Buypt—of being foes of Ingland. There are those
who defame us' intentionally, and others who have
been sincerely impressed with this false idea. We,
too, sometimes rall Into the error of undiscrimi-
mtmg judgients and hasty generalizations about
others, so we should not wonder that others do
the same about us.

We are not anti-British, We shall never forge
the great days of the Balfour Declaration; nor th
first precursors of Zionism who arose wmong the
Briush people long bkiorc the Balfour D.claration.
We shall certainly not forget ;Lgurc-v ike Wedg-
wood, Mrs. Dugdale, Sit \«/yn wm Deedes, Genaral
Wingate, our comrade Middleton, Duli Cooper,
and many, many ocherss.

~

We cannot permit ourselves to forgct that we
are engaged in a political struggle and that such a
struggle is ditferear in kind from a military cam-
paign. In a bactle all relations with the enemy are
b;oLen except at the point of a gun. The objective
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of a military campaign is to var‘qm sh the oppene:t,
and this is dm. purpose of all its tactics. It is nox
the purpose of a political campaign. In such & caua-
paizn not only have we no interest in breaking
rehuons, but on the contrary we arc interested in
nore and closer relations in so far as this is at all
possible ix the light of our strength and in consider-
ahon of our honor. As long as we are engaged in
f;h:) political effort, we shall not neglect any OppoI-
wenicy of atracking in the forum at pablic opinion,
the policy ofucmlly accepted, or of leading the gov-
cratment to question their own policy and particu-
lerly their willingness and ability to follow it to its
10‘71\_.11 end. ’

If this is our situation—and it is not such a sad
situation; one could conceive of worse—then we
must follow a complicated path. Our policy caarnot
be a simple one. We must do everything poss sible

not to appear to be what we are not—foes of Eog-

land. There are Lomphcatxons of two sorts in such
an asitude. Under no circumstances can we give
up essential positions or avoid vital controversies for

D6C 0oLsEy

the sake of making “the right impression.” But this
implies sclf-restraint, it implies constant exercise

of judgment. We must not rely upon impulses,
but upon political judgment. In the light of
such judgmenr, opposition must be firm and
uncompromising on certain marers; but it should
also counsel us to aveid reckless words and acts.
I do not sa y that we have sinned much in this ce-
spect, yet 1 arn not sure that such judgment has
been constantly exercised by all of us.

In politics, not good intentions bue vhe resule and
the impression are decisive. Liveryihing spoken or
written by one of us should rake this into accouns,—
of course not as the sole consideration. What we
say and write should first of all exXpress the truth
of our convictions; but the form of expression must
always be guided by good judgment so long as we
are engaged in a political campaign. Even after we
shall have achieved greac things, we will have much
to do in this part of the world with Great Britain,
and we will still need good and mature judgm.cnt.
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