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TELEGRAM FROM THE UNITED NATIONS MESIATOR DATED O JULY 1948 ADDRESSED TO TEE
SECRETARY -GENERAL CONCERNING THE STATEMENT OF THE METTATOR ON THE ARAB AND
JEWISE FEFLIES TO THE MEDIATOR'S PROPOSAL FOR PROLONGATION OF TRIKE

Statement of the Mediator on the Arad :and Jewish replies:

II“he replies from the Arab end Jewlsh representatives have been regeived,
the Jewish replies were handed to ms by Mr. Shertok in Tel Aviv yesterday
aftemoon 7 July, the Arab replies,the full text of which have not been
receive& were cabled to me at Haifa in paraphrase by my representative in
Calro who received them early this morming from Azzem Pasha,

Eﬁeae replies related to the following questions:

1. The Prolongation of the Truce,

. 2. A temporary ceass fire in Jerusalem as a means of concluding
arrangements for the demilitarization of that city.

3. The demilitarization of the Haifa refinories, terminals and

rort aresa,

The Jewlsh reply agrecd to a prolongetion of the Truce for a perlod of
thirty days from 6 a.m. GMT on Friday, 9 July on the undergtanding that
the conditions of the prolonged Truce would be substantlally the same
ag those goveming the cxisting one.

Tpe Arab reply,the btrenslated text of which has not been recelved,
atates that the Arabs are not preparecd to accept a prolongation of the Truce
under prescnt conditions in view of their expcricnce of the past four weeks.

A request bad also becn presonted to the partics that, in the evont there
was mo agrecment on thc prolongation of the Truce, a three-day oxtonsion
would be granted in ordcr to facilitate the cvacuation of the UN obsorvors
and their cquipment. Tho Jowlsh reply scccpted this proposal, the Arab
reply mekes no specific refercnce to it and 1t is apperently vejocted, Deaplite
this apparent rejection of the threec-day extonsion, lowever all neccesary
steps are being immediotely takon for the safc evacuation of all IN
observers and personnel end their cquipment,

As regards tho demilitarization of Jorusglem the Jewlsh reply has
indicated a willingnoss to discuss this proposal and to accept en
immedirte cecage fire in Jerusalem in ordey that a final dcecision might be
roached on demilitarizetion sinece the precisc meoaning of the Arcb reoply to
the proposal is not clear,a request hoag been made for clarificetion, I
have alse infoymed the Arch roprosent.atives of my willingnoss to moot with
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them in Coiro on Scturdoy to discuss o tomporary ccaso fire in the whole eity
of Jorusclom looking towzrd further dlscussions concecming its dcmilitorization
I have also informed Mr. Shortck by teleophone of my desirc to carry on '
similar discussions in Tel dviv,

As rogard.s the Halfa prcposal thf‘ rcplics of the two partios are so
divurgt.nt as to indicatc that thorc 15 no gmupsct of an agrecmcnt of th:..;
proposal .

I am disappointod. thot hostilitic= arc to bo resumed 1n Palostinc
since it uppca.rs quitc hnpossible for me to obbain agrcement of thc two
parties not to rcsumc hostilitics. T will now coneentrate my ctforts
duri.ng the next fcv-r cLys on obtaining a ecase fire in Joruaalcm ond its
ultimutc dcmillta.rv z..tion. I w1ll do m,,r utmos‘b to save Jerusalcm and. ‘the
Holy placcs from furthcr dcstruction.

It is my intontlon to mkc a full rcport to uhC Sccurity Councll at a
very carly date, I do not considur oy m:lssion as Mcdiator to be a.t. .on cnd
as o result of this tompomry gsot b.,.ck. I w’lll continue to work on the
task N.ssigned. to mo by the Moy 1hth rosolutlon of the Generel _Assctibly with
2 view to 1tta1ning at the ea.rliost possiblu Ly a poacoful udjustmcnt of
the futurs si’cuutlon of Pa.lcstmc .
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