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TELEGRAMS DATED 13, 15, 16 AND 18 JULY 1948 TC THE PRESIDENT OF
THE SECURTTY COUNCIL ¥FROM THE FRESIDENT OF THE
SECURITY COUNCIL'S TRUCE COMMISSION ON
THE SUBJECT OF JIRUSALEM ™

“"Jerusalem, 13 July.

The menaging Director of the Jerusalem Electric Corporation having
appealed to the Red Cross in_vain,'on (13) May last, requested the
members of the Security Councll's Trucs Commission to give the protection
of their respective flags %o the Central Electricity Bulldings,

This request was acceded to in view of the character of the
Elsctricity Company, an essential public service which provides light
and power to the two communities. The Electriclty Works hes thus
functioned, to generel satisfaction, for two months under the protection
of the three flags. With greatest devotion to duty the members of the
rersonnel, often at the peril of thelr lives, repaired lines dameged by
shell-fire apd in addition took advantage of the truce pericd to
re-establish connections with the old town occupled by the Arebs.

On Tuesday, 6 July, the members of the dissident group
IRCOUN ZWAI IEUMI, claiming to act in the name of the Jewlsh Army
arrested the Menaging Director and four other members of the personnsl
of British nationality,

In spite of ernergetic protests by the President who went to the spot
as soon as he bvecars aware of the fact, the victims are atill held
prisoners by the dissidenta,

The latter are Iin the course of collecting proofs of espionage against
the English members of the personnel while the Jewish authorities are
nagotieting for them to be transferred to the Govermment at Tel Aviv,

The mystery maintained in the accusations and the dilatory negotlations
lead my colleagues and myself to think that this incident, even If the

* These telegrams were received 26 July 1948 through the Frernch delegation
to the United Hetiops.
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accugsaticns arc partially Justified, may well be also only 2 port of the
genersal plans carefully prepared by the Jews to take 1llegal possession

of the Flectricity Works and its eguipment. The dismisszl of fyab
personnel at tue beginning of the twuce, bthe recent threats against
non~-Jdewlch personnel and the arrsst of the five Englishmen, are differcnt
stages of this plen %o absord the Central Electricity Company of Jeruselem
into the nstwork of the powerful Jewish Company, the "Rutenberg Palestino
Electric Corporation" sutracing the entire country.

This plan would without doudt, in addition, comstitute a new blow at
the international status of Jerusalem and its independence, vis-2.vis, tile
Jowlsh State and would hasten the movement to include the Holy City in tie
frontiers of Israel, )

We have given the Jews reasonatle time for the release of the
Englishmen by the dissidents. On the expirty of this pericd, il we resch
no results, we siall recuest the Security Council to take all measures
wviiich 1t considers oapprovriate,”

IT

"Jeruselem, 15 July.

Following our telegram of last Tuesday regarding the kidrapying of
the five British members of the perscnnel of tiae Jerusalem Electric
Company by the "IZL", we regret to announce that although the twenty-four
hours given to the Jews last Moniay waé extended . to fifty-six hours,
we have not yet received any satlsfactory reply. We therefore transmit
the matter to the Security Council in order that it mey take such measures
as it deems appropriate in the situation."”

III

"Jerusalem, 16 July.

We do nob yet know officlally the terms of the Security Council
resolutibn adopted last night,

In crder to avoid misunderstandings or disputes which might prevent
the truce from coming into effect we thought meanwhile that we should
determine the boundaries of the zone in Jerusalem in which the cease-fire
should teke effect within twenty-four hours,

We propese therefore to transmit the followling note to the Arab and
Jdewish Cemmands so scon as we recelve instructions from the Sescurity
Councils

"The zone in Jeruselem in which the truce will commence on 17 July
at X hours ig delimited as follows:

SBUFAT -~ Demiliterized zons of Mount Scopus - BETEANIA -
ABUDIS-SUR-BADRCR-UNN TUBA - CRADEMAR ELIAS - EBIT SAFAFA- LL MALHA -
BAIT VEGAY - DI YASIN - LIFTA - SHARTFAT,

JALL the
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A1l “he lecalities end sltes named 2bove are included 1n the truce
zons In Jerusalem," .

v .
Jerusalem, 18 July.

"After @ guiet dey marked by & Few local incidents of little
jmportance, and 2 night the peace of which wes interrupted at intervals
by ertillery fire away from the City cuteide the mupicipal boundaries
and disthwrbed by the noise of mllitary wvehicles which from ten in the
evenlng on were irensyorting Jewich rmnitiong and troops towardés the
fropt, suddenly this morring at 10:40 hours G.M.T. the fighting vroke
ot agein with great violence at the New Gate (not fer from the ramperts
and in the northern quarters of the New Cilty at Mousra, Beit, Ispshon,
Sheikh, Jarrah).' The Jews claim that the truce was violated by ths
Araps vho fired first frem the ramparts.

In view of the state of sxhaustion of the Arab troops afier the
fighting =nd bombardment of the preceding night, even if they fired
firast - a fact wiaich will be difficult to establish without a cuslified
observer - their fire was not heavy and does not constitute a reguler
agsault, ’

The extrems repldity and concentration of the Tire vhich is
characteristic of the taciics of the Jewish forces attempting to
domoralize the enemy, the incessant transport of munitions and troops
towards the froot from ten in the eveping onwards (eight hours before
the end of the truce), Mr. Shertok's stetements emphesizing thet the
truce for Jerusslem was completely disadvantageous and had no value for
the Jews, the Byzantine owarrels which Dr, .... trisd to provoke
yesterday evening, after the Arabs had observed the itruce for twelve
hours, by ¢laiming that the Commission had not received any formal
affirmetive reply from the Commender in Chief of the Arab trcops in
Jerusalenm whereas I had Informed him of the tenor of the interview
which my Americen colleague had had the same morning with Glubb Pasha
wvhen he had confirmed that he had sent Colonel Tell the reguired
instructicns in time - all these facts confirmed the suppositicns
which I mentioped in my dispatch of yesterday evening.

A meeting of the military commznders of both sides to trace the
no-man's land had teen planned for tcday at noon. As a resul:t of the
fighting in progress it could not tzke place, which was no doubt whet
the aggressor wanted.

My American colleegue who 1s on & visit to Amman has teen away for
tyo deys. We expect him o return abcut ncon,

/At the moment
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L% “ne mowent the Tighting 3esms to have glackened end the Jews
are no deubt regrouping theilr shock troops, which in Jerusalem ars mainly
formed b members of the ¢‘ssident groups. The Arabs are bomberding the
city and the Jewish Agency is cald to beve been hit several times, The
Jewish commander has just informed me that If the Arabs do not csage tuis
bozbardinent immediately he will ve obliged to sutmit the 0ld City %o an
artillery barrcge. The Arab commender has replied that he is ready to
order his troops Lo cease fire at the time stipulated by the Truce
Commission. Having mede contact witk both sides I have fived that hour
for 11 hours G.M.T. today.

{signed) NEUWENHOYS
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