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I, BACKGROUND TO THT MEprAToR'S TASK

Jewish colonization in Palestine as the result of fairly systematic
purchases of land from the Arabs begen as early as the seccrd half of last
century. The Ziow!st moveasnt, formed tovards the end of ibe 19th century, adopt
the idea of establisning a Jewish state in Palssilre, In e declaravion of
Novembér 2, 1937 {the so-called Balfour Declaration) the British govermment
expressed 1ts intention to set up a national hame for the Jews in Palestine, The
announcenent of this declarahion aroused umch resentment among the Arabs, who had
for a long time constitubed the overvhelmingly greater part of the population.
After the end of the first world war the United Kingdom rocelved the mandate for
Palestine with the task of pubting into effect the 1dea in the Balfour
declaration, During the 1920's, under the influencs of this political develorment
there occurred a certain influx of Jows into Palestine, averaging about 9,000 a
year,

The immigration figures rose steeply during the 1930's and the average
annual figures went up to about 40,000, It appears evident that at the
beginning it was not supposed that the influx of Jews lnto Palestine would reach
such large dimensions. In this respect the persecution of the Jews in Germany
under Hitler was an unexpected development,

The growing Jewish immigration during the years caused serlous discontent
among the Arabs, To counter the Arab attacks ths Jews formed speclal
orgenizations. Thus rose the Jewlsh home-guard orgenization, known as Haganah,
vhich later was to form the core of the Israell army. Several Jewlsh uilitant
organizations of a more active nmature, of vhich Irgun Swei Leuni and the
Stern Gang are the best knwn, spllt off from Hagenah.

During the course of the mandate the Bri'biéh set up a nuber of commissions
in order to settle the Palestine problem but, fiming that no peaceful solution
in accordance with the mandate could be achieved, they decided in February 1947
to refer the question to the United Nations, In May 1947 the United Nations
set up the so-called Pelestine Commission under the cha.irma.nshii) of
Juige E, Sandstrim, The Sendstrom Commission proposed that Palestine should be
dlﬁded into two states, one Arabic state amd one Jewish, while the city of
Jerusalem with its surroundings would be placed under United Nations
administration. ZIconomically Palestine was to be a union., These proposals, with

[eertain modifications,
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certain modifications, were approved by -the Geéneral Assembly of the United
Nations in November- 1947, The ,glécis_j_,on aroused much bitterness emong the Arabs
and led to bloody conflicts in ‘Paleatir;,e., A nev Palestine commission set up by-
- the United Nations to carry out the partition decision, was unable to reach any
practical results.. i .
The conflicts in Palestine between Arabs and. Jews took on an increasingl,y
serious character in the spring of 1948, owing to the fact that the British, who
- as early as September 1947 had announced to the General Assembly of the United
Nations -their intention to lay dovn the mandate for Palestine, began thelr
preparations for leaving the country, Under the influence of this disturbing X
development the United Nations Security Council attempted to arrange an ermistice
between the two states and on May 14, 1948, the General Assembly decided that a
sj:ecia.l. méé,iator for Palestine should be appointed, having as his main task to
lay the foundations of a peaceful settlement in the country. On the following.
day, May 15, 1948, the British left Palestine, and on the same day the nev state
of Israel was proclaimed, With this, var begen in earnest between the Avab .
Blates and. the Jews, ,
On May 20, 1948, Count Bernadotte was appointed United Netlons Mediator
in Palestine, Following representations from the Security Council the pertises,
with the actlve co-operation of the Mediator, agreed to a-oeasp-fire of -fowr
weels, beginning June 11, 1948, For the supervision of the cease-fire the
United Nations placed a considerable number of officers, called ohservers, &t the
Medlator's disposal, After intensive discussions with the parties.
Count Bermadotte put forward a preliminary proposal for the solution of the-
]fa.lestine question, intended to form a basis for continued discussions between
the parties. This proposal, which was made on June 27 during the cease-fire -
perdod, departed from the parti’qion rlan of the Assembly in the following
respects, among others. It was .suggested that the Negeb in Southern Palestine,
vhich the Assembly hed proposed -should be Jewish,.should now go wholly or partly
to the Arabs, On the other hand Western Gallles, which -the Assembly had
proposed to gilve to the Arabs, was now wholly or partly to be given to the Jews,
The Clty of Jerusalem, which was to have been placed under United Nations
adminigtration, was now to be included in the Arab area, a certain amount of %
self~government for the Jewlsh parts of the city and special protection for the

[Eoly places
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Holy places being provided for, -Both the Arabs and the Jews refused to accopt
the proposal as a basis for negotiations and when the cease-fire pexﬁod ended
hostilities were resumed, Through the intervention of the United Nations and

the efforts of the Mediator the two parties were induced to accept a new
cease~fire, which entered into force on July 15, 1948, and this time was not
limited, Repeated attempts by Count Bernadotte to bring the perties closer
together meot, however, with no success, In hls last report to the United Nations
on September 16, 1948, which contained cexrtain modifications of the proposals
made in June, Count Bernadotte declared that if the United Nations could reach

a firm and impartial settlement of the political problems, there were grounds for
hoping that the differences of opinion could be composed, 1f not formally then
through tecit agreement,

/II. THE POSITION
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II, THE POSITION IN JERUSALEM AT THE TiME oF TH'.E ASSASSTNATTON

At the bime.of the assa.ssination of Count Bernad.otte the front line
between the Aveld and Jewish forces passed. through Jerusalem (see map), The
eastern part of the city, comprising ‘phe old city with the Holy places, was
held by the Arabs, while the wes-bern. nart the new city, was occupied by the
Jews, Over part of the i‘ront mainJ,y along the boundary of the old city, the
two front lines lay close to ea.ch o'bher. . In other pla.ces neu‘cral zones had been
formed between the lines. This was the case, Tor example, in the southern naxrt
of the city, where an ares 1nclud.ing Govemment House (the resid.ence of the
British governor d.urhg the mand.ate) and the Agricultvra.l School, had been
evacuated by the conbatants through the a.gency of ‘the United I\Etions. This
area, which lies on a height, had great tactlcal impor‘ba.nce since from it 1t
would be possible by means of gunfire to dominate the Arab lines of
commmnication with the city from the east, During August 1948 sharp conflicts
between the Arabs and the Jews had occurred there in spite of the cease-fire
decision, By the beginning of September the parties had been induced to
evacuate the area, .

North east of Jerusalem, within the Arab area, there was & special
demilitarized zone, Moﬁht Scopus. In this zone were certain cultural
institutions and hospitals,

The military governor in J erusalem, Dr. Bernherd Joseph, took his oxders
direct from the Israeli government, vhich had its seat at Tel Aviv., He was also
in charge of the civil edministration in the parts of the city occupied by the
Jews, Imuediate cormand over the Jewish military forces in Jerusalem was in
the hands of Lieutenant Colonel Dayen, According to the texms of the
cease-{ire operating from July 15, 1948, onwards, the parties were not ellowed
to inltlate attacks but could reply to firing from the enemy. As it was not
possible to decide from which side the firing came, 1t often occurred without
the United Wations oWservers, who had the duty of supervising thé ceage~fire,
belng able to intervene, Firing generally occurred especially at night and in
the mornings., Oving to the prohibition of advancing movements the Tiring was
restricted to the front line itself, and In other parts of the city 1ife went on
in & fairly normal way. From dlary entries kept by one of the Swedish observers
Major Magnus af Petersens, who was stationed on Mount Scopus - 1t is lmovn that ,‘:

Jthe situation .ﬁ
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the situation in Jerusalem du.ring the first half of Auguet vas relatively quiet,
On Aufms\, 17 serious conflicts cccurred in connection with the temporary
occupanion of Goverrment House by Jewish forces, Some days later relative calm
amain prevailea On September T conflicts agein arose and the situation
remained somewhat distur’oed. up to September 1k, After-a 1lull of one or two days
there were sharp exchanges of fire on the ovening of September 16, Thus at the
time of Count Bernadotte's last visit to Jerusalem on September 17 the
sitvation in the city was disturbed.
At the time of the assassination about 80 United Natione observers vere
serving in the Jerusalem ayea. These were divided into three groups: one for
the Arab side, one for the Jewish slde, and one for the demilitarized
Mount Scopus area, In the Jewish part of the city at the time 27,8, marine
officer, Commander William Cox, was the immeiiate chief of the observers, The
chief observer on the Arab side was another Ani’érican officer., On Mount Scopus
the corresponding officer was the French Colonel Bormot. Under the latter was
serving above-mentioned Major af Petersens,_"irho at the time of the
assassination wvas the only Swedish office;: stationed in the Jerusalem area,
For the Jerusalem area as a whole ther'ehwé.'s' a common chief observer stationed
on Mownt Scopus. Colonel Nils Brunsson vas serving in this capacity during the
firat period but at the time of the assassination he was absent on leave in .
Sweden., From September 1k this function was assumed by the French Colonel Sérot,
vho vas assassinated at the same time as Count Bernadotte., The chief of the
whole supervising orgenization in Palestine was Major General nge Lund.strdn,
gtationed in Haifa, He in his turn came under Count Bermadotte in the latter's
capacity of Medlator,

/TIT, IRREGUIAR FICHTING
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: iII., IRREGUIAR FI@TIJ\TG ORGANIZATIONS IN PALFBT]J\IE

It has alreafly: been mentioned that. clurinc; the disturbances following on
the Aved opposition to the increasing Jewlsh ng'ation_quring the second .part
_of 1930, two Jewish militent organizations lmown as Irgun Zwai Lowmi and the
Stern Garg came into being, Their-crestion was probably besed on opposition to
the lesding Tewish circles. in Palegtine both-as regards political views and as
regards active measures, primerily in the respect that the opposition side
desired to use more effective means -for securing the national interests of the
Jevws than the leaders considered advisable end wers prepared to take through
Haganah EE I R e

In 1939 the British govermnment issuedk-e mzi'be Paper on the Palestlne
question, which concluded with a statement:of: vhat the government intended to do
in the matter., In this document. it w@a stated that in Palestine there should
be set up an independent: state .in’vhich Avebs;and Jews should share the
responsibility for:governing, and that -Jevish immigration showld be limited to
15,000. persons a year during.the next: five years and should thereafter cease
altogether.: This declaration upset the Jews partly because it did not support
theii': efforts to create & purely Jewish state and partly because 1t proposed
strict limits on the amount of immigration, . The Jews in Palestine, and .
especially Irgun Zwal Teumi end the Stern Gan‘g,' came in this way to rega,i*d. the
British as their real enmmies from theéir ovn nationalistic roints of view. A
ape't';ial cause of embitterment appears to have been the refusal of the British
"during the second warld wer to allow refugees from anti-semitic persecution in
Europe to find refuge in Palestine, , v

The two organizations were certainly in some respects rivals to each other

and vere divided from each other as regerds political convictions but they had the

alm in cormon that they were both fichting for a purely Jewish state, which
should include the vhole of Palestine and have Jorusalem as its capital. It vas
one of the main points of thelr prograrme ~ and from rellglous and historical
standpoints a matier of deep feellng - that Jerusalem should become a Jewish
city. The Stern Gang or, as it 1s more often called in Palestine, IHY, frou the
initlals of the Hebrew words "Fighters for the Freedom of Israel”, had in their
emblen a silver hend with the following guotation from the psalms: “If I forget
Thee, Jerusalem, mpy iy right hend wither",

/The realization
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The realization of a prograume on the above lines wvas indeed also the alm
of the Zlenist movement and the dream of most of the Jews in the world. It is
therefore not swrprising that at least in the beginning the two organizations
enjoyed support not only within Palestine but é;Iso in other countries with a
Jewish population, Through +this they received. g conaid.erafble amount of
financial help for thelr a.cf.ivities. ‘

After a time, however, in consequence of the terrorist activities vhich
both Irgun and the Stern Gang umdertook in order %o reach their goal, both the
leading Jewish organizations and responsible Fewish circles in general came to
dissoclate themselves from themse bodies, In vievw of the direction taken by the
aotlvitles of the groups it 1s natural that thie activity wes at 1ts greatest
extent under the mandate and vi‘t' 15 said that a-declaration was made by the
leaders that the organizations would be dissoled and would cease their
activities as soon @s an independent Jewish State was formed. This, hovever,
aid not occur, ' ' ~
s Both In order to secure its own authority in the country, especially in
the army, and to demonstrate before the world its capaclty to maintain internal
order and civil security, ‘the Israel govermment after the declaration of
independence found itself faced with the necessity of taking actlon against
the two organizations. A special commitbee was set up for the purpose,
Gradvally the govermment succeeded, with the aild of their military forces, in
inducing the groups to abandon thelr activities and to allow their forces to be
incorporated in the regular army. The Jerusalem area, however, constituted an
exception to this, and the oxganizations there continued to exist as independent
groups, For submitiing to the authority of the govermment the Jerusalem groups
of the two organizations stipulated certaln conditions, which included, among
other things, the provision that their men should remain in special units
stationed only in Jerusalem and that the groups should be allowed full fireedom
of action in case of any change In the status of Jerusalem, These terms the
govermment had naturally found itself unable to accept, Abv the time of the
assasgination of Count Bermadotte the govermment had not yet taken a finmal
decision on the question of vhat measvires should be taken against the Jerusalem
groups of the two organizations and the speclal military forces they were still
maintaining in the city.

[The govermment's
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The povermment's hesitmidon to use all 1ts resources to deal with the
special groups. in Jerusaldm .should perhaps be seen against the background -of
the prievaiding situation in the city.and in Palestine as g whole, It seams
understandable. that the govermnment should wish at all .cogts to avoid internsel -
conflicts ina situation when all aweilable resources-were required for the
common defence of the state against enemies from without, Reference may be
made hebe to the fact that -important seeiigns of the front . line in Jerusalem
were held hy military forces from.Irgud ani.the Stern Gang, In part, perhaps,
the hesitation ray have had othier ‘canses.as well, The groups had - nevertheless,
oven though with means that were generally regarded as regretiable - foucht with
energy ft’nr the goal that wae common to.mosi: dews. . 'It sould therefore be -
supposed. that the ,'g:*oupé..con‘einm to:enjoy. & Suppord. in many sections of the
population vhich make action sgairist them:a1ffeult, ‘If this:attitude preveiled
also-vithin .the police an attempt at . forelble-dction might result in failure.
and thereby damage‘ the authority of the goverrment,

, JIV. COUNT
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IV. COUNT BERNADOTTE'S IAST JOURNEY TO PALESTINE

After Count Bernadotte had finished his last report to the United Nations on
16 September 1948, he left Rhodes » which had been his headquarters as mediator, on
the sane day in an aircraft placed at his disposal bSr the United Nations, The
itinerary of the Journéy consisted of visits to Belrut and Damascus on Thureday,
16 September, on Friday the 17th to Jerusalem, staying there overnight and on
Saturday the 18th to Bagdad; the return to Rhodes'wa.s to teke place on Saturdey the
13th, 'The itinerary did not contain detaills of what was to be done in the
different places to be visited. It hed originally been Count Bernadottel!s intentio
to begin the Journey one day earlier, that is to say on 15 September, end therefore
to reach Jerusalem on the 16th, Advance information of this had been telegrephed
to the United Nations observers! heajquarters at Haifa in the ordinary way. The
1dea of sending such advance {nformation was to enable the United Nations persomnel
to make the nececsary arrangements for the mediator's visit in concert with the
local authorities. Consequently, informetion of the change of plan was also
telegraphed.

When Count Bernadotte left Rhodes on the morning of 16 September for Beirut
he was accompanied by Lieutemgnt Jan de Geer, chisf of his personal stalf,
Doctor Rudolf Ullmark, his physician, Mise Barbro Wessel, his secretary and Kull,
his valet, In Beirut he was Joined by General lLundstrdm and Colonel Miles Flach,
who was General Lundstrom's personal alde-de-camp, The Journey was then resumed
to Damascus which was reached at 2 p.m. the seme day. The remainder of the day
was spent in Damascus, where the party also stayed the night,

At 9,30 a.m. on Friday, 17 September, Count Bernadotte and his party left
Demascue 1in their aircraft for the airfield of Qalandiya, situated about
10 kilometres to the north of Jerusalem in the Arab sector, During the trip there
ves received a telegram, which later proved not to be genuine, to the effect that
DPlanes were forbidden to land at Qalandiya and that any aircraft that attempted to
40 so would be fired on. Né attention was pald to this telegram and the plane
lended at Qalandiya without mishap at about 10.30 a.m, At the airfield
Count Bernadotte and his party were met by the Commander of the Arab forces in the
Jerusalem srea, Colonel Abdullsh-sl-Tel, and a mumber-of United Nations observers,

i* namely Colonel Sérot, Colonel Bonot, Major af Petersens emd a Belgian major,
i, André Massert, From Qalandiya Count Bernadotte, accompanied by General Lundstrim,

i

/Colonel Flach,
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Colonel Flach, Lieutenant de.Geer; Colonel Bonot and MaJor Massart, proceeded by
car %o Ramalleh, sltuated about 5 kilometree to .the north, in order to see
Brlgadler Lash, vho was in command. of the Arab Leglon. The rest of
Count Bernadotte 8 p&rty drove eouthwerds towe.rde Jerusalem as far e.s the America.ny
School in the northee_st section of the city, where they were to awalt the medlatorz
and hlu compamons for the Joint pa.seage over the front line. -General Lundetroni
had proposed the avoidance of this ent.ra.noe ’, which though used by the observers
. was considered risky, and had suguested insteed that the city ehould be entered by
a.detour from the weet Count Bemedotte he.d however, reJected thie propoeel, '
remarkin.g that he wiehed to take the seme riske as the observers and thet no one
had the right to stop him pessing through the lines wherever he wished.

During the drive to Remallah Genere.l Lundstrom broached the question of an ‘
eacort in connexion with the messege thet hed. been reoeived during the air trip to
Qelandlye. end reoommended that Brigadier Lash ehould be aeked ror an escort for the
Journey from Ramallah to the front J._ine g, Jeruealem. General Lundstrom was
supported in this proposal by Colonel Bonot. Count Bernadotte showed his
opposition, ta the proposel to aek for an eecort and mede a comment in Swedish to
the ef‘f‘ect that as the repreeente,ttve and medietor of the United Netions be had
the rxghb to a0 wherever he wiehed in Palestine unermed and without protection.

At the .end of the visit to Brigedler Lash, Count Bernadotte had a private
conference with him in a eeparate room, During thts time Genere.l Lm.dstrom .
approached a British officer belongmg to the Are.b Legi.on who was present and
asked for an eecort for .the Journey within the "frab sector to Jerusalem, The
officer pgave orders over the telephone that an escort should be provided.
Immediately after this Count Bernadotte retn,rned from his conference with
Brigadler Lash and General Lundstriim then told him that an escort would come,

Count Bernadotte shrugged his shoulders and eaid: "So long as 1t does not tale N
too much time“. In some remsrks made in Enzlish he emphasized in this connexion '
his right as mediator*to go wherever he wanted in Palestine unarmed and without
protection, After waiting some time without any escort appeerinb Count Bernedotte‘ )
party left Ramallah, A few hundred metree on they met an armed car beloncr,tng to
the,Arab Legion, which turned e.nd, togei;her with a Jeep which arrived later,
escorted, Count Bernadottel!s car durin,_) the remeinder of the Journey through the
Arsb eector. At the Amerxcen ochool the party Joined up with the others who had

/ been
&
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been wa.tfine; for them and ‘they passe& through the lines together at a time agreed
beforehand., about 12,30 p.m., at a nearby place called Mandelbaum Gate, On the
Jewish side théy were met by Célomel Frank Begley, an American officer belonging
to the United Nations security service, and an Isreeli liaison officer ,
Captain M, AH{llman. There was no Israeli escort at the place, After about 5
minutes journey the party reached the Young Men's Christien Asseciation (YMCA)
building, situated in the centre of the city, where Count Bernadotte and his
companions were to stay during their visit to Jerusalem. A number of the United
Natione obzervers weré stationed in this building » but most of them were living in
the King David Hotel’ immediately opposite,

v

/V. EVENTS




sk
Page 12

V. EVENTS TWEDIAMELY Huroki THR ASSASSTNATION

In his capacity of chief observer for the Jeruselem aree Colenel Sérot
_hed elready beert informed tha.t during hie stay in Jerusalem
Count Pernadotte wished to visit Government House, which es already mentioned
wes situsted in a neutral zone in the aov.thern pa.rt ‘of the city., The reasom for
thie visit wes that Count Bernadctte wished to mvestige.te the possibilities
of setting up his headguerters &t Govermment House, Advence informetion ofl
this wvieit wes. prebably availab_.a at the YMCA &8 Well as for the Jewish
authorities, lialson officers and post;s on the way to Government House, The
-Jewish lines had to be passed in the courae ¢f the Jjourney, On Thursday,

16 September, Dr. Pierre Fasel, the Swisq Bed. Crosa doctor in charge of tha
hospitel at Govermnment House, had been infomed by the chief observer in the
Jewigh sector of the city, Commander 00:, ‘that Cownt Bernsdotte intended to
visit Government ﬁov.se on Friday but thet the exsct time could not be given.
At sbout 2:30 p.n. on Friday Commsnder Cox hed telephoned a milltary essistent
to the Israeli authorities (Harry Wex) thet Count Bernedotte wished to visit
Government Bouse after lunch,

After Count Bernadotte and his party hed taken lunch at the YMCA the
Jowrney to Governmwent House began at about 3. p.m. In eddition to
Count Bernedotte himself those taking pert were General ILundstrim,

Colonel Flach, Lisutenant de Geer, Miss Wessel, Colonel Sérot,

Colonel Begley, Commender Cox, Major Massert and Captein Hillmen, Two cars
vere used, & De Soto driven by Major Massart end e Chrysler driven by
Colonel Begley, Eech car bore two flegs, the light blue flag of the

United Nations end & white flag, mounted on rods on the front mud-guerds, one
on the right and the other on the left, The flags on both cars were of the
same type, meesuring 5 x 5 decimetres, There was no escort, All the
passengers, inc;uding the Israeli lialson officer, were unermed,

From the YMCA the party at first drove to the west past Terre Sancte
College and then ecuthwards through Kiraa Samuel (west of the Talbiya quarter
shown on the mep) end K1l Qatemon, Then they turned eastwards and drove through
Greek Colony and the Germen Colony, Thereafter the route continued mainly in
a south-essterly divection end south of the railway station pessed out of

/the Jewish
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the Jewish sector into the.risiutrel zome in which Govermment House wes 8itimted,
The military situation In'the city wes the reeson for making a detour in this
way, The railvey stetion was a sealed~off militery arsa eand could not be
traversed by cer. The route foliowed by Count Bernadotte end his perty was,
at the time in question, the only ome from IMCA to Government Houvse which
could be used ~ except for the Jowrney from the YMCA westwards to Kirje Semuel
where different streets could have been chosen, Anyone vho saw the party
driving out by this route would therefore bé able to assume that the return
Journey would take the same route. Nothing noteworthy occurred during the
Journey, which took zbout 10 minutes, The cars were halted for a short time
&t a oheck post (a road: bar) in Greek Colony, guerded by Isreeli militery
;perebnnel. .

At Government House Count Bernadotte and his perty were met by
Dr, Pasel of the Red Cross, who showed the party over the residency. The party
spent; some time looking at the view of Jerusalem from the roof, During the
vielt the murses of the hospitel served tea and afterwerds Count Berna.dotte
had a conversaetion of about ‘a quarter of en hour with some Egyptian officers
who hed asked for en interview with him, o

From Govermment House Count Bernadotte and his perty, together with
Dr, Fasel who drove & dark grey Hudson car which carried red cross markings,
proceeded to the Agricultural School, which lies about helf a kilometre west
of Government Houss, some little way off the mein road to the city, This
visit was paid et a suggestion of Genersl Lundstrém end Dr, Faéel.
Generel LunistrUm hed besn there previously and had coﬁplaineii' of certain
breaches of the rsguiations for the School, without effect. 'fhe Schocol wes
in cherge of & lhsacalstruss, bub she was not availsble, It was found that the
reguletions fux %h: Yohool were kept at the YMCA e Dr. Fasel was asked to
accampeny the »ar5y thsrs, The visit to the Agricult".ural School had occupied
twenty minutes ai Liem mows, The leet photograph of Count Bernadotte was taken
there, This photogrih. wulch zleo shows some of the othex msrbers of the
party, among tiem Go.omel Me:c'o‘c, has been given to the investigator by the
Swedish Minister in Cairo, Mr, Bagge, who had it as & gift from Ceptein Hillmen
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VI. THE ASSASSINATION

The return Journey to the YMCA. from the Agrigmltural School began at shout.
bems  Ag has already been shown 1t was necessary to, follow thg same road ag ﬁha.t
sed for the Journey out to Goverment Houge. , The cars proceeded in the following
srder: - the. first; yas driven by Malor, Maasa:c t,, She second by Dr Faeel and the
last by Colonel Begley. . The sea,t:!:pg_‘._ix;.'\.t.p_e Gars. ie ghown flx; th‘e, ska_tch belov.

First care 90U Sl 0 Gepdndwaii’ * Third ‘car. -
R i EYSERN o
3.7 5 8, 1.
2 ! 10
1k T ! .9
1. Major Maseart ’ ‘6. ']‘Ji‘.:"rFase‘l' t 7. Colonel Begley
2. Mise Wemsel O A P " 84” Commander Cox |
3. Captain Hillman 9, General Iundstrim.
4. Lioutenant de Geer L o 10. Colonel Sérot’
5. Colonel Fiden = ¢ o R AR ondn o 1k, Count Bernadotte

“On"the vefirn journey the cars were ageiri~held up-for a. short time at the -
check post al¥eady mentioned in Greck Colofy. ‘The:Swedish members of the party have
stated at tHe hearings that when the cars dpprdached the road bar. this was
manoeuvred in a way that was lator interproted by them as a signal to the assassins
that the cars were approaching or that Count Béimadotte was seatéd in the third car.
From what is now known-ae to the possa{bilitise’ Fof -carvying through the
assasgination, however, 1t ‘would ‘appear’ that -such a signal would anyway not have
been necessary’ n ofder to 'infoxm the spsassins of the mediatorts return:

Shortly after the check post had been pasged Captain Hillmsn drew hie
paseengers’ attentionto en armed cerwvhich they met and remarked: "Look, thet is
Dr. Joseph:" Questioned by Lieutenant de Geer, Captain Hillman confirmed that 1t
was Dr. Joseph that he hed seen in the armed car.

" The cars then passed through the El Qa.ta.mon quarter in the northern section 1.
which was a police statibn with & road block at which a policeman and a homegurd
were posted. The guards » whose duty 1t was only to check goods transports, did not
stop Count Bernadotte'!f party. Near the road block the three cars overtook a
militery break~dovn léorry in which three soldlers were riding. Just north of the
Block the road passed over a hill. When the three cars had swmounted the crest of
the hill and were about 150 metres north of the road block they were brought to a
stop by a Jeep vhich was backed from one side of the road over the roadway snd

/blocked it.
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blocked 1t. On pulling up; the three cars stood with a few metres betwesn them,
The ‘brgak-down lorry that had been passed was standing about 30-L0 metres behind
Count Bernadotte's car. There were 'btiz;ll.dinga on both sides of the rcad. To the
left in the direction the cars were téking; that 18 to éay to the west side of the
road, there was among other buildings a large group of dwellings called "Bieberman!
Houges", atanding’a little way back from the road; and close to the road a house
called "Inuve", containing & shop. It was exactly opposite the latter building
that the cars were halted by the Jeep. In the Jeep, besides the driver, there were
three men ermed with autamatic fire-srms. All four were wearing khaki uniforms.

The Jeep had been on the apot for a fairly long time before Count Bernadottels
party drove ups The wife of the owner of the "Tnuve" shop had noticed the jeep
about half an hour earlier, and the shopkeeper himself had seen it about an hour
before. A third person had seen a Jeep driving up and down the road, and three
men standing outside the shop, from one to two hours previously, snd it must be
presumed that this Jeep was the one already referred to. Five children - a 15
year old girl, three boys of about 12 years old snd a girl of 11 - also noticed
the Jeep and the men with 1t. Two of the boys spoke to the men and asked them
what kind of weapons they had. Owing to the hill already referred to it was not
possible to see the "Tnuva" building and what was happening outside it from the
road block at the police stetion at El Qatamon. The policeman at the road block hs
etated that when the cars stopped he saw the resr portion of the last vehicle, that
is to say the one In which Count Bernadotte was sitting.

When the caxs stopped, two of the armed men wont towards the right«hand Bidey
of the first car while the third man went along ihie cavs to the left towards the
last car in which Count Bernedotte was sitting with ole feliow pascengers. The
passengers did not at fivet 'n:;tics anything unusual. 1n the men's conduct. It was
thought that it was a quzebtion of some miXitery sootrcl suck af wes a normal
occeurrence in Palestine at that time. Captain Hillm-n sheut:d a few words in Hebre
to the men on the righi-hand side requesting the men, according to his own account,
to allow the cars to prcceed, Without any warning, howsver, the men suddenly
opened five. The two mon on the right shot at the tyres of the firvet car,
probably with the idea of preventing pursuit. The man on the left stuck his

1/ Here, as in what follows, the terms “right" and "left" are used in relation to
the direction which the cars were facing.
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veapon through the open left rear window of the third car and fired s number of
shots at Count -Bernadotte and Colonel;Sénotgin:the“back seat. There was
naturally great gonfusion -among the members.of the party as a result of the. .
unexpected aseahlt and the order of events.Jjust afterwards ig:not-clear. .Colomel.
Begley -eppears to have 1eft‘:hisv-p.lace‘ in the front;seat of the last car and to have
gone. towerds the chief:assailant. :The latter .drew. back and:fired a couple of,
rounds.-at’ the front portion’ of:the last.car, plercing the radlator. Colenel Beglpy
suffered 2 'nysber of small.injurles.to.his.face, . probably as.a result.of,the”plapt
fram.s shot that was-fired:at him from: a very.close range but missed its mark. The
man vho had fired the shote a¥ Sount: Bernadotte and Colanel Sérot dropped the
barrel with the magazihe of his"weapen on: the epot. - The weapon proyéd to be a
Schmeisser machine-gun, which can be -teken-to.pieces by a.grip of a hand so that the
barrel of the megezine comes apert: from-the.buth with the. trigger mechanism.  The
three men from the Jeep ran in the direction of.the -Jeep and two of them 1eapj into
the vehicle, which then drove away.northwerds at high.epeed, It apgears from the
evidence of wltnesses that the third man, the prinsipel -assailent,. was unable to
catch the Jeep but disappeared into the -surrounding. country. Meanwhilé Colonel
Flach, Lieutenant de Geer and Captain Hillman ran from the.first car, as did .
Dr. Fagel from his car, towards the last wehicle in order to see what had happened,
Count Bernadotte was severely inJjured and was unconscious. Colonel Sérot had died
insbantansously. ‘General Iundstriém who, a8 1s shown.-in the sketch, was seated to .
the left of the rear seat was; however uninjured. Samebody shouted. that .they must
leave ‘thé place as soon as possible and they all returned to the cars.¢ Capta1n
Hillmen got irto the last car in order to show the way to the nearest hospital,
while Commander Cox got into Dr. Fesel'!s car. Colonel Begley swung out past the
two caré ia front and drove at high spéed to the so-called Old Hadasseh~Hospital in.
the former Russian Ccmpound, where the car containing the injured men; glosely
followed by the two other cars, arrived after a drive of only a few minutes. At !
the hospital a doctor found that both Count Bernadotte and Colonel-Sérot were deads
The events at the scene of the murder had taken place in a matter of a few.
npinutes, -When the firing began, the driver and another of the soldlers belonging
to the breakdown lorry already mentioned Jjumped: fram their wehicle, and the driver
began to run back towards the police station. The third soldier remained on the
lorry for some moments. Whgn the firing hed finiahed\he too Jumped fram the lorry.
and went towards the ecene of tﬁe cfime'and‘took up:fhe paff of the weapon (the
barrel and the magazine) which wae lying on the réad} The driver then returned to

/the breal.d aﬁ/ ;
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the break-down lorry and he and the two other soldiers again took their places in
it. Meanwhile the policeman at the road block had notified a sergeant at the
police statlion and together with him had proceeded to the scene of the assault.
The home guard at the road block, however, stayed where he was. On the arrival of
the two policemen at the scene of the crime both the Jeep and the three cars had
disappeared, and the driver of the break-down lorry was Just about to ctart his
vehicle up in order to drive on. The soldier who had tsken the part of the
machine-gun showed it to the sergeant, who asked him to hand it over. The
soldler, however, answered that he would give it up to the military police and

he kept it. Shortly afterwards the break-down lorry drove away.

VWhen the asgsassination was committed there were a number of people on the
spot or nearby. Thus, for example, the fifteen-year-old girl already referred to
who was walking past the place towards E1 Qatamon from the north was 20 metres
south of the three cars when the firing began, Two o:E' the three boys mentioned
earlier saw the firing from the road slightly north of the spot, cne of them
from a distance of about 30 metres. The third boy was at some distance from the
road at the time and 6id not see the attack itself. The eleven-year-old girl
was near the road block at the police station, epproximately 150 metres south of
the scene of the assassination. The owner of the "Tnuva" shop and hls wife were
both inside the shop and went out when the Piring ceased. They then saw the jeep
and the three cars driving away. One or more of the assassins were seen by peopls
vho hurried to the vwindows or out on the balconies of the nearby houses on hearin
the firing. \

On the morning after the murder the bodies of the victims were taken to
the Government Hospital at Heifa. At the post mortem 1t was stated that Count
Bernadotte had received six bullets in his left arm, in his chest and the upper
part of his stomach., The bullets which had penetrated the chest had caused
severe damage to the lungs and heart. Colonel Sérot had been struck by about
18 bullets which had entered his right axm, his head and chest.

NII. PRINCIPAL
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* ' VII, PRINCIPAL FEATURRS"OF THE MEASURES TAKEN BY THE ISRAELI
AUTHORTTIES - IN COMNEXION WITH THE MURDER AND OF THE
. mmormms'mmm'rmwms '

The summery report here submitied on the mg,uiry instituted by the
suthoritles after the assessingtion is based msinly on the protocol of special
measurés and- the reports of evidence.teken during the preliminary investirjaticn
supplied by the State of Isramel,'on:information recelived from Isrsel in reépome
to questions put on certain points by the Swedish Government, end on stépements
in the Isrdeli press, No comprehensive raport of the .mvegatigat_ione haé béen
aubmitted by Isrsel,

As soon as the Assistant Superinbemont of the Police, Criminal Branch
"4n Jerusalem, A. Rebinowitz, received Anformation of the. murdexr on the evenmg
of Fr¥lday, 17'September he took-charge of, the Anquiry and paid e ﬁrat visit to
tHS écens of the crime, On Sunday the 19th the Anvestigetion wes teken over by
the Chief Superintendent, Criminal-Brench-Headguarters, R, Lustig, in person,

On the evening.of the assassinationthe District Superintendent of Police in
Jeruaa.lem, Y. Schiff, wvent to the:Hadessssh-Hospitel, where ai‘ter 3 oonference
with Dr,-Joseph,. the: Military Governor, end Li,eutemnt-coloml.__ngyan,. the
‘lo¢al Militery Commandér, e decision was resched on the steps thab .é;ibum, bo
teken immediately, apert from the polics inquiry itself, in order to ;:rré-_pfﬁ thg
murderers end to ensurs public order,. ‘ ' B

According to statemsnts by the Israeli Govenmnt the frot&iers of the
coutlry were elosed after the murder, Vessels were detained. in the porbs and
alrcraft were forbidden to legve. Jerusalem vas eordonai off end ell exite '
from the city were watched. The exact time when: these messures vere taken, .
hovever, is not known, The day efter the wwrder & number of witnesses weve
interviewed, némely Captain .Hiliman, Ccumender Cox, -and three children vho
hép'pen‘ed %0 be ‘at ths schne of the crime, The leader of the invastigation, s
Assistant Superintendent Reblnovwitz, made & first, preliminfry examinetion of th
cer in which the victims had been driving, and he visited the scens of the orime

On the evening of the murder typewritten communicetions were distributed z
in Jeruselem to, among others, the Winited Nations observers snd consuls of §
foreign countries. In these communicetions an organization celling itself :
Hezlt Hemoledeth (Fatherland Front) declared that 1t hed carxried out the
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assassinetion, The authorities considered themselves Jjustifled in etarting
from the assumption that this organizaetion wes & branch of the Stern Geng and
that it was the geng that wes behind the murder, In & speech by

Prime Minister Ben Gurion, & wesk after the murder, reported in the Israeli
press, it was stated thet this conclusion wes based on what‘ had appeared as

a result of speedy investigations in certain quarters, On the afternoon of
the dey followirig the assassination & state of emergency wes declered in
Jerusalem end ‘the authorities ocoupied the Sternish bases in the city, &
coneiderable number of persons being arrested and weapons and emmmition being
selzed, Arrests of members of the Stern Geng were also made in other parts of
the country, During the week after the assessination 184 Sternists were
arrested in this way in Jerusalem and 82 in other parts of the country. On
29 September two leaders of the Stern Gang, Nathan Friedmasn-Yellin end
Matatishu Shmuelevitz, wers ervested in Haife. According to the official
Israeeli reporb,_,k the arreste were made partly in order to find those
respongible for the murder end pertly in order to wipe out the Stern Gang.

The police investigetion proceeded simultaneously with the arrests of the
Sternists. On Sunday the 19th several more witnesses were heard, among them
being Colonel Flach, Dr, Fasel and Mejor Maessart. On the same dey a descriptic
of one of the assailants, based on particulers given the previous day by.
Commander Cox, was sent out to all police stations in Jerusalem end to the
militery police. Also on Sunday Assistent Superintendent Rabinowitz requested
the Isreeli Broedcasting authorities to give publicity to an appeal to the
general public to give the police emy information that might be of use In the
search for the criminels,

One week after the assessination it was announced in the press that the
Government was offering a reward of 5,000 Israell pounds for information that
might leed to the arrest and conviction of the mﬁr«?erers. In connexion with
this ennouncement it was stated thet the Prime Minister appealed to the public
t0 render all support to the asuthorities in order that the culprits might be
treced, ’

The hearings of witnesses continued during the police inguiry, According
to the existing protocol, by 27 September a total of about 30 persons had been
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interviswsd thropgh the ponce, In adaition, the police euthorities had, beert
supplied with vritten statemsnts prepared without the co-operation of the
police by General Lundatrfm and Colonsl Bsgley, and by Colonmel Flach,
Liev\tenant de Geer, Mejor Massart end Mies Wessel tdgethsr.

on Thyredey September 23 the newspapezf "The Pe.lestms Post" contained e
statement, that on ']:uesday four young persons ’ two of “them’ ‘glrls; <had been .
cherged in. Tel Aviv with assisting terrorist organizations. Keegrd!.ng Yo the
gharge they hed on Saturday the 18th Septem‘uer distributed ‘leeflets concerning

* the murder of Count Bernadotte. It vas stated thet they had been releeséd .on
bail of 1.25 Israeli pounde each In the newspaper report it wes also stated
that on the preceding day (eznd Sep'bsmber) leaflets emanats.ﬁg from Hazit
Hamoledeth had been foqnd on' wails and no’cice-boards i J?rusalem. .

.The veapan, pa:M: the bairrel i',h mag 'zine attached, 4Kat had been picked
up by a soldier at the scene of the aseassination vas P23 <ren up to the militery
police the same evening and appsars, according to the protocol, to have been
hended. over to the civil police on Sunday, September 194 Three deys later; on
September 22 » the object was sent by the Criminal Branch to en exrms workshop for
examin,ation. In e report the next day 1t wes steted til}at the berrel showsd
traces of having been used for shooting some d.ays ea.rlier, thet the barrel
when supplied with e stock containing trigger mechsnism functioned and thet a
loaded cartridge chosen f‘rom five rsmaining in the magazine was serviceabls.
Sepbember 26, the Tech.nical Branel_l' ‘;'ecsived. for investiga.tion from the -

. Criminel Branch & number of bullets and cart.ridges ‘which hed been collected in
different places end whioch were connected with the murder, The Technicsl -
Branch in a x‘eport d.ated March 1, l9h9, stated that the ’bullets “haﬂ "been Fired
from the,. Sclmelisser pistol whose berrel and maga.zine had been fouhd at the
scene of the assassination. :

The searches underta.ken by the authorities , hovever, did ndt lesd to the
arrest of the assaiJ‘ants B nor did the action taken sgeinst the Stern Gang- have
as a result that any of the members cou.ld. be prosecuted for the murdsr. The

.two Stern Geng leaders, Friedmen-Yellin and Simuelevitz, were, however, brought
before & military court in December, 1943, ohsrged in accordance with special
ordinances rega.rding the prevention of terrorist edtivities of having carried

Jout such.



s/l
Page 21

out such activities and of having been members of terrorist groups, The
accused admitted that they hed led the activities of the Stern Geang both in
Jorusalem and in the country as a whole, Although the prosecution was not
directly in connexion with responsibility for the assessination, the
proceedings came largely to deal with the murder in view of the fact that the
Stern Gang was suspected of complicity, The eccused denled all knowledge of
Hezlt Hemoledeth and stated that the Sterm Geng had nothing to do with the
assassination, In its Judgments the cowrt declared that 1t was wnable to
gtate with any degree of certainty that the assassination of Count Bernadotte
was cerried out by order of the Stern Gang and thet consequently it vas at
least doubtful whether the Stern Gang &s an orgenization was gullty of the
crime, Fehrﬁary 2, 1949, Friedman-Yellin and Shmuelevitz were sentenced to
imprisonment for terrorist activities, Friedmen~Yellin receiving eight years

and Skmuelevitz five years. Twelve days later they were released owing to a
goneral emnesty. )

JVIII, SCRUTINY
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’VIII SCRUTINY oF THE"TSRAELI POLICE INQUIRY -

The following scrutiny of the Israeli mvestigation is based on the
presumption that the materia.l submitted. in accordance with the request of the
Swedish authorities 1s complete. With a memorandum of October l9l+9 in consequence
of questions raised by the Swedish authorities on certain aspects of the case N
the State of Israel had submitted & collection of documents which according to the
memorandum,, contains‘ the protocols of preliminary investigations and hearings in
connexion with the murder of Count Folke Bernadotte R undertaken by the police and
other authorities, together with other -papers and documents connected with the

inquizy.” CAg s s e e " -
In. order to. Judge the Is,ra.eli authori,ties' mquiry intc the murder it appeers
appropriate. to, comnence by setting down systematicelly the steps which, in ‘
accordance with international pplice practice and taking mto considera.tion the
actual circumstances of the crime, should have been taken as & ma.tter of routine
by the police in order to track down the assailants. From this starting point
the following scheme has been drawn up:
1. Immediate steps to epprehend the culprits,
2, Cordoning-off the scene of the crime,
3. Investigation of the scene of the crime,
{a) Sketching and photogrephing the scene,
{b) Taking possession of objects,
{c) Search for #nd securing traces.
4, Exenmination of vehicles,
5« Circulation of descriptions of assailants,
6. Txamination of weapon and ammnition,
T. Tracing the jeep used by the assailants,
8. Tracing the origin of the leaflets, '
9. BExamination of the witnesses and further inquiries suggested by this
action, *
10, Police investigation concerning the arrested members of the Stern Gang.
In vhat follows the measures taken by %he Israell autharities, as ralated In
the protocol and other information communicated, are given point by point, These
measures have been submitted to scrutiny, and consideration has been paid to the
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arguments and explanations where such have been submitted by the Government of
Israsl in its original report on the murder and in the memorandum of October 1943
already referred to,

1, Itmediate steps to apprehend the culprits

It has already beeh polnted out in another connexion that no comprehensive
report of the progress of the inquiry has been made available by Israel, -
Following partiocular questions put forward by the Swedish authorities concerning
1.a. the identity of the persons responsible for the investigation and its plamning
it was stated in the Israeli memorandum of October 13439, that the Assistant
Superintendent of the Police, Criminal Branch, A, Rsbinowitz, took charge of the
inquiry on the evening of the 1Tth and pald a preliminary wisit to the scene of
the assassination, The exact time of thie was not stated., The memorandum also
gstates that all entries to Jerusalem were blocked. The protocol on the
preliminary investigation doss not give details of any immediate steps to track
down the criminale apart from the fact that the policeman from the nearby road
block, according to his evidence, addressed questions on the incident at the scene
of the crime to a number of persons present, amounting according to him to about
thirty.

It 1s hardly necessary to point out that the prospects of finding « culprit
diminish with every hour that elapses after the crime. In view of this well-known
fact large towms with a properly developed police organization possess special
search branches for sericus crimes vhere immediate inbtervention is called for,

The information given by the Israeli Foreign Minister in a letter to the Swedish
‘oreign Minister accompanying the official Israeli report on the murder, makes it
probable that no such speclal pursuit orgenization existed in the Israeli police
headquarters at the time in question., It is, however, obvious that the police
ought to have organized the pursuit of the asisailants with the help of all
avallable resources of personnel and vehicles immedlately upon receiwing
notification of the murder. Thus, every effort ought to have been made without
delay to try to collect details at the place of the crime and in the approaches

to 1t as %o the number, eppearance of assailants and the d'rection of their flight
Speclal efforts should have been mede to find as soon a8 possible the Jeep used by
the assailants, It 1s true that dusk fell already an hour after the murder but
this should not have constituted an obstacle to the pursuit measures referred to,
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In“any case the pursuit should have been organized during.she night sa that i%.
‘could be resumed early the following moruingy. (According to information from
Stockholm Observatory regarding the light conditions in Jerupalem September 17«
18, 1948, the sun set at 5.42 p.m, September 17, end Qusk officially ended at
6107 p.m. September 18, the-sun rose at 5,26 a.m, and davn:x officially began at
5.01 a.m.). .
2,1 Cordoning-off the scene of -the orime

<+ It'appears from the documents available that the police did not cordon-off
the scene’of ithe crime., The taking of such action is obviously the duty in the
firsy plece -of the police persommel first arriving on the scens, From the sarlier
report submitted on the mirder it appears that at least two policemen from. the
nearby police station at El Qatamon arrived at the spot only a few mtnut'es‘a'ftér
the murder, viz, the policemen posted at the road block and a sergeant from the
station, The conditions for = swift and effective cordoning-off of the scehe!of
the-dssassination were thus favourable, According %o the evidence of the
policemen they 4id not immedlately realize that Count Bernadotte and Colon,el Serot
"had been imrdered but only thet ¢ars belonging to the United Nations had been
fired at, The last fact alone, however, especially in view of the 1a.rge number
of shots that had been fired and which according to the statements of wttnesses
“hed attracted attehtion at.long distance from the place of the marder. -_‘shou.;d in
1tself have been .sufficient reason for immediately cordoning;aff ‘the spot, -in eny
case pending further details of what had occurred, For the rest 5.1t c_én hardly
havé been unknown to the policeman who -first arrived at the spot. that
Count Bernadotte hed been in one of the cars fired on, In the second place it was
the duty of the leader of the investigation, immediately upon becoming avare of
the murder, to take steps to cordon-off the scene of the crime.

The importance of cordoning-off the place where a crime has been committed

lies principally in the fact that this step 1s a necessary pre-condition fo.r a
satisfactory investigation of the place later on, This.is especially the cape
when, as lhiere, the place iz one freely accessible to the public and on whic}'; .
furthermore there 1s a -good ‘deal .of traffic, Omission to cordon-off the spot
involves the riek that objects of importance to the.inguiry will be -taken. away.
and that traces of the assallants will be destroyed, -.That the~omiss.1on-acj;udlly
led tb such consequences in the present case will appeexr later. .
/3. Investipgation j
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3. Investigation of the scene of the crime

In a report of September 18, 1348, from the Crime Investigation Department B
Jerusalem District Headquarters, regerding the visitation of the scene and the
examination of the car in which the victims were driving it is stated that
Assistant Superintendent Rabinowitz and a sergeant, together with the two boys
who witnessed the murder from close at hand, visited the spot the day after the
assassination (September 18, at 7,00 p,m.). In the report it is also stated that
the roadway was exemined and that Assistant Superintendent Rabinowitz found two
~artridge cases on the unfinished sidewalk near the roadway, He drew the

onclusion that the cartridges hed been left on the spot after the firing, and
took possession of them, Accordlng to the report the boys pointed out three holes
in the asphalt caused by the shots firef at the first car, The holes were marked
with white circles and photographed, It was stated that the measurements of the
place and description of the event were included in a separate report, No such
report, however, has been made available by the Israeli authorities,

In cases where the assailant cannot be apprehended immediately & swift and
careful examination of the scene of the erime is one of the principal conditions
for successful pursuit., The step already referred to of cordoning-off the scene
of the crime is of importance for facilitating a satisfactory examination of the
scens, It seems evident that an examination such as is described in the report
referred to is quite inadequate and that in certain respects it does not satisfy
the most elementery requirements of such an examination, The principal general
criticism of the examination of the scene of the crime must be levelled sgainst
the delay which ocowrred in undertaldng it at all, The value of an examination of
a place, not cordoned-off and frequently used by traffic, taking place more than
24 hours after the crime must obviously be rather small, The unfavourable
cousequences of the delay for the pursuit of the criminals are illustrated more
closely in the following as regards various phases of the examination of the sceney

It has already been mentioned that in the Ieraeli memorandum of October 1943
1t was stated that Assistant Superintendent Rabinowitz paid his first visit to the
scene of the crime on the evening after the murder. It is evident, however, that
during this visit no such investigation of the scene as we are now considering was
undertaken,

/(a) Sketching
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(a) Sketching end photographing the scens of the crime

) ‘ A schematic eketch.of the scens of the crime vas attached.to the protocol of
the preliminary investigation sent here by the Israeli Govermment.. )

Having regard to the nature of the crime this sketch must be described as
singularly primitive. In fact it corresponds in no particular even the
requirements vhich are made in Sweden for police sketches in connexion with a
simple traffic incident, Thus, for example, the relative measurements are quite
misleading, The position:of the victims, the assailants and the witnesses at. the
time of the crime, and the place where the murderer's weapon was found, are not.
indicated. The photographs enclosed with the report. have been executed in a very
amateurish way and in no way remove the need for a clarifying sketch, Although
these shortcomings may not-have been of the greatest .importance for the inquiry
in question they are mentioned as .an example of the wey in which the investigation
was carried on,

/(b)  Securing of
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{v) Securing of objects
The murderer's weapon. In the section in vhich the murder ies described

it has been mentioned that a soldier at the scene of the murder took possession
of the barrel with magazine attached belonging to the sutomatic machinegun

with which the murder was committed, and left on the spot by the assailant.

In the magazine five bullete were found. From the documents of the preliminary
investigation it appears that the soldler in question handed over the barrel
and. the magazine on the evening of the same day to a sergeant of the military
pollice. The latter in his turn gave the object to a superior, who, according
to his own statement, locked it up in a safe place in the armoury of the
nilitary police. From there the object was only fetched Sunday 19, l.es

the second day after the murder by personnel belonging to the Clvil Police.

It 4o stated in the Israell memoranium of Octcber 1949 that the weapon was
exemined for possible Tingerprints but that the investigation gave no tangible
result because the traces of' fingerprinte found were very blurred.

The fact that the machinegun barrel was not immedlately taken charge of
by t;p civil police and placed in the possession of those conducting the
investigation appears to be due in the first hand to the bewilderment of the
sergea.ﬁt from the police station in El Qatamon who arrived at the scene vhile
the soldier was still there with the obJect. It appears, however, that the
delay in gaining possession of the object for investigation for fingerprints
veg also due to those responsible for the investigation. The girl vho
witnessed ghe murder stated when giving evilence on the morning after the murder
that she had seen s man from a car belonging to the "Transport and Fuel Supply
Service" taking charge of s "Sten" (machinegun type) that the murderer had
lef't behind him. Even if those conducting the investigation had not been
informed of the circumstances regarding the object through the personnel at the
Police station at El Qatamon, the girl's statememt should have led to th.e
object being taken for investigation earlier than was actually the case.

The fact that the object had thus passed through several hands insteald
of being immediately takem by a police official with expert knowledge was
destined to destroy or in any case reduce the possibility of later developing
identifiable fingerprints which might have been used for a comparison vith

/those of
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those of suspected persons, for example the arrested Sternists. . Az noted
a'bove, the result of the examination of the fingerprints wes in fact. qegative
as the traces were extremely blurred.

Bullets spd cartridges. No atcount of the finding of btullets. and. cartrldges
at the place.of. the murder was incorpor: w2l in the preliminary investigation
documents ani therefore it has been necessgary to draw concluaions on this
point from the avallable reports and protocol. Thus, it is stated in the . ,.
report formerly referred to on the visit to the place of the muxder that on
the evem.ng of the 18th September, i.e. the diay after the murder, that the
police took posgession of two cartridges on the scene of the crime. In the
protocol of Marc;h 1, ],9#9, on an-investigation on emmunition, 5 bullets anl
L cartriﬂ.ges recdrded. Two of the car’crid.ges appear. to have been those above
mentioned, which were picked up et the scene of the crime on the same evening.
A third. cartr:.lge is stated in the protocol to heve ’been recaive:l from the
one of the two boys who witnessel the assassination. The fourth cartridge
appears to have been given to the policy by the other boy, The origin of the
five bullets, of which none vfere found at the scene of the crime, is dealt
with in a later connexiam.

In the section dealing with the murder it has been mentioned that )
Couht Bernadotte and Colonel Se'rof vere struck by 6 and 18 ‘bullets. resnectively
and that one or two rounds were also fired at the car in vhich they _Yere
irlving. As the magazine of a Scimelisser machinegun holds 32 roun?s and
the magazine found .cont;ainétl five rounis it mey be supposed that 27 rounds
were fired from the weapon in the case, presuming that the magazine was full
to etart with. The passengers in the first car have stated that two of the
other assailaents firel a number of roux;d.s at the tyres of the first car,

A large mim'ber of cértridges and ‘bullets from the weapon used by the murderer

and the ‘bwo other weapons must therefore have been found on the place of the
assult. This is In+fact confime'l by, ﬂeveral w1tnessas. One cen only describe
it as mc:st remarkable that only four cartridges end not a sing],e.bt}lle.t vere taken
charge of at the =scene of the crime. . :

‘If‘ éll the cartridges and bullets from the three weapons used in the
assault had been secured, it would have been possible, after accounting f<_>r the

' A Jcartridges é



s/1Th
Page 29

dartridges and bullets fired from the assassins weapon, to ldentify the two-
other weapons if these had been found in the Sternist cemps or in the
possession of otherwise suspected persons.

Other objects. It is not at all improbable that a speedy an:l carex"ui
examination of the surroundings of the plece might have 1e:1v to the finding of
other objects of importence to the investigations, Thus, it is ﬁéssiblé that
the man vho fired the fatal shots dropped or threw away the missing butt with
trigger mechaniem of his weapon. It is also possible that he or some of the
other assailants may have dropped some article of clothing or other object
vhich might have helped to identify them. The fact that the assailants, as
sppears from the evidence, were present for a comsiderable time at the Scene
of the crime, gives rise to the comment that they mey have thrown away matches
or cigarette enls, etc. which if picksd up might have been of importance for
the Inquiry.

By omitting to investigate the scense of the crime and the surfoundings
promptly those conducting the investipation lost the opvortunity of finding
objects which might have been of decisive im@ortancq for the ldentification
of the assailants,

{c) Seerching for and securing traces

According to the report of September 18 elready referred to, 3 holes in
the roadwey, stated to have been caused by the shots directed at the Tirst car,
were marked with white circles and photographed. Apart from this it is not ‘
stated that any traces were noticed at the scene, The securing of, for example,
footprints at the scene of the crime often proves important for invesWfgections.
It is essentiecl to photograph the tracks and to have cas’s made of them. In
the present éase it seems possible that Tootprinks of the assailaat who was
vnable to gelt on the jeep mignt have been founl in the area arcund the scene.
Evon if the necessary tacknical equipment for taking casts of the tracks vwas not
available, it seems Lhat it should nevertheless have heen mogsidle to nhotograph
any prints that mey heve existed. It seems prohalls “uwrlibernore that

impressions of the tyrze of the jeep used by the agsailasts conld have been

found at the sceme. 'Such imgreisions would prohabiy Lave bean discovered both

by the side ~f the reedway, where, according to witnesses, the jeep wes standing

/for some
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for some coneidereble time, and olso: on thé' esphalt roaiway. It appears ‘Thom
one of the two photographs attached to. the. protecol of the preliminary *
investigation that car tracks were easily visible on the: ¥oadvdy at the scene
of the crimes;, Whether tyre 'impressions night have led to the {dentificakion
of. the jeep is naturally 3ifficult to Judge, but equally thie possibility.
canmot be excluied. . o

«.The ,qmissions re(,ardin(; the finllng of “traces at the ‘scene.of the crime
which have.here been pointed -out must be .ageribed. entirély %o those conducting
the investigations It:would appear to be entirely:ébvicus:that thé principal
condition. for gaining a positive result in the matfers in question wdg "that
the investigations sheuld be undertaken speedily, so that existing ‘traces were
not. disturbel or destroyed. :
4, Examination of the vehicles . S -

It appears from the report of September 18 1948, from the Criminal-
Branch, on the visit to the'scene o6f the crime and- investigation of the car
used by the victims that, on examining the car on ‘the afternoon of Septém‘bai- 18,
tears and. holes in the wpholstery of the back of the seat, which were asoumed to
have been causel by the shots, were found, and that in one of the holes a
bullet vas found, In the report it is stated that no mére bullets were Tound
in the uvholstery and that it was not desired to disturb this until the car
had been photographed. According to a police report dated Haifa, September 21#,
19485, the car in question was submitted on that dey to further exemination in a
gerege in that city, Basing themselves on the bullet holes and traces of
bullets the police found that the shots Jdirected at Count Bernadotte and
Colonel Sérot had been fired through one of the windows on the left hani side
of the car, It was further stated that a thorough search of the interior of
the car, ineluding the upholstered seat, had not revealed a single bullet,
With the report was enclosed a bullet stated to have besn found in thé interior
of the car by an wdmown person end ito have been handed over to e United
Nations officer whose neme was given. Tinally, it was pointed out in the
report that most of the holes had already been repaired in the garage when the
inve\stigation took place, bub that traces were still clearly visiblc.

/In the same
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In the same way as 18’ ‘the case wlth the exemination of the scene of &
crime it is natvral.],y of decisive importance when it is a question of such an
invesbigation as has Just been described that the examination should teke
place before any traces have been erased or o‘bJeéts removed. It appears
from the report included in the preliminary inves‘tigation 1991m1ents regarding
evidence taken on September 20 from a United Nations d‘ri\rez"{ that on the
morning after the assassination he examined the car, removed the back seat and
found a bullet dbehind it. Thie he hanled over to the police at the hearing.
From what has been stated in the »preceding peragraph it appears that a second
dullet was foun:l in the car by an unknown person. The clrcumghaencss nentioned
bear witness to the deficlencies in the conduct of the iuvestigation, It
should have been the d.uty of those responsible for the investigation to put
the cer in which the victims wexe driving under guerd imrmediately after the
agsassination became known and to keep it so until it had been examinel, It
appears rather futile to investigate a car - as actually happeneid - vhen a
whole week has elapsed since the crime and when the car has alrealy been
repaired, The omlssion to take vraper acilsion in the investigation of the car
probadbly has no practlcal significance, as the later inguiry estaeblished that
all 'bullets in the car came from the weanon foun:l, the procedure followed
in the examinetion of the cairr has been described merely in order to 1llustrate
the way in which the iInquiry was coniucted.

Another omission in this comnpexion was, however, of real importence for
the inguiry. So far as appears from the documents of the preliminary
Investigation, no examination was undertoken of the United Nations car vhich
vwas in front at the time of the assassination. From the inguiry it appears
that a number of shots were fired at this car from two weapons other than the
one with vhich the mvxler was coumitted. This car ought also to have been
examined at an early stage with the object of finding bullets which might have
Tacilitated the identification of the two weapons in gquestion,
5+  Clrewlation of Jlescriptions of assailents

According to a document from Jeruselem District Hemdquarters, dated
September 19, 1948, the Crime Investigation Department sent out the following
notice to all police stations in Jerusalem ani to the militery police:

["Hereunder
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"Hereunder is a destription. of one of -the three agsassing who
. attemptel at the life of Count Berna:lo‘b’ge anﬂ Colonel Serot at 17.00 hrse
“ on 17.9.1L8 in Lev~Merchavia, Jerusolem: o,

A Jew, about 30 35 years ‘of age, hei(;ht about 170 cm, very thin,

- complexion reddish and tamned, colour of eyes dark-brown, face long,’
nose long and very thin, was wearing a ¥haki beret and dressed in .
military wniform.

Please make every et‘fort vith a view to arvesting him.
oo . Rabinovitch

- The description sen'b out auTees with that r-lven 'by Commanﬂ.er Cox, in
evidence on the afterncon of tle iay followmg the mur:ler, of the man who )
fired the fatal shots at Cownt Be.mn'lotte and’ Colonel Sérot. Comman’e‘* Cox A
stated to the Israeli police, aoart From vhat was included in the d.encri )tion
sent out, that the fmrdever hed no beard, but he said that he wae no‘b swre
vhether the men had & moustache or not., In his eviience of September 19 .
Dr, Fagsel described the same man in a vay large]y in acreement with the
clescriptlon given by Commander Cox. "Dy Fasel, however, stated that the man had.
a long black moustance drooping around the mou‘oh end added that the moustache
gave the impression of being a real one., "Dr. Fasel also gave the following
description of another of the assailants whofh he saw, from a distance of about
5«6 metres, stenling in front of the Tirsy ‘cart tall, slim, dressed in khai;i
wniform, European tjype of face with high colou::‘, clean-shaven, with’ some
freckles on the face. ’ . I

It appears fron: the locvments *hat Dr. Fasel's lescriptions of ﬂie ch'ief‘
assallent and one of the other nen 314 not lea& to the amnlification 01 the
description sent’ Sut earlier cf *hé Tirst man, nor did J.t lead to the sen.ling
out of a description of the otlor men. i o

It is steted in the Isrdeli memorandim of ‘Octobé:f', 1949, that no:a;e of
the members of Count Bernadotte!s party and none of the other wit'néksses hed .
given evidence containiﬁg a ‘éaa‘tiéfactéry jescription of the oulprits. That
this statement is inaccurate is showm 'by"what‘.has‘””rééen mentioned in the
preceding paragraph. In erother couaarloa it is stated in the memopandum =
in commexion with en inguiry from the Swelieh clie as to Whether 1t hiad been
posslble to secure any Jescriptions of “the murderer and whether in that case

/these descrintions
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these descriptions had been brought to the notice of the public ~ that attention
had been drawn to such descriptive detalls as were available through the medium
of ‘the press, radio .and other means of informing the public, This statement,

as is shown by the fowwgolivsg, appsars to be only pariielly corzceb,

6. Examination of weapon and ammnition.

As already mentioned, the barrel of a Schmelsser machine-gun was found on th
scene of the crime. According to statements made the murderer dropped this
pert of his weapon when begimning his flight. The barrel left on the scone of
the crime must have tontained the recoll mechanism of the weapon, which ic
inserted well into the rear part of the mantle, This appears also from the
certificate of September 23, 1948, given by Sub-Inspector Hofstaedter, in which
it is stated that if the missing part, that is to say the stock with trigger,
is £ixed to the barrel part, the weepem could immediately be used., Thie implies
that it whould easily have been possible from the weapon part found at the scene
to identify both bullets and cartridges fired from the weapon.

The reason why the murderer dropped the barrel section of the weapon can
only have been either that the retaining screw holding the barrel and magazine
to the butt happened not to have been in place when the shots were i‘ired, or
thet the murderer afterwards deliberately loosensd this screw in order to free
the barrel from the butt. - It is hardly probably that the stop mechanism of the
retalning screv was not functionning, since this would have been noticed at once
and would probably have caused the murdersr to provide himself with another
faultless weapon. - It has been shown in trials carried.out in Sweden with
Schmeisser~type machine-guns that 1f the retaining screw is not in position the
weai:on can be used for firing if it is held firm. .l';‘wisting the butt sideways
by only four millimetres causes the safety catch of the trigger to cease
functionning and means that all the rounds are fired automatically. Such
twisting, however, cannot have happened in the case of the murderers weapon,
since five cartridges were found in the magaziné. It also seems rather
inprobable that the murdsrer, if he had neglected to Fix the reteining screw,
would have been able to keep the weapon so still during the intense firing, that
a twisting of the butt in relation to the barrel would not have teken place.

It may be suggested as a possibility that the murderer purposely loosened
the retaining screw and let the barrel fall to the ground. He may then have
subsequently been able quite easily to get hold of a reserve barrel, e.g. in a

military camp, end thus be able to appear after the murder with a weapon
/incapable of
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:lhcapable of ‘being idént;fied with the bullets and cartridges used In the assault
Investigations undertaken in Sweden show that 1t is.within the bounds of
possibility to identify varrel parts belonging to Schmeisser machine~gnns with
the corresponding butis. On fixing the barrel into the butt, friction sets in
in several places between the steel parts, causing characteristic scores in the
weapon. It would thué have been possible if the murderer acted in ‘the way
sﬁpposed to compare the barrel found at the spot with butts belonging to
weapons taken for example, from the Stern Gang bases and thereby to identlfy
the butt of the murderer s weapon if this was among these weapons., )
“An examination of the steps taken by the Israell.authorities to investigate
the weapon used by . the murderer reveals the followingi -Acecording to the -
certiflcate of Sub-Inspeotor Hofstaedter already mentioned as being incorporated

in the report of the prel}iminary investigation at 5 p.m. on- September 22 he
recelved for investigation from the Crime Investigation Department, a machine-gun
of Schmelsser make s No. 2581, without butt and trigger mechanism, but with a-
magazine contaizﬁng five 9 millimetres cartridges. His ilnvestigation ‘showed that
the barrel e;chibited. signs of heving been used for firing some days earlier,

and also that the weapon functionned if provided with the missing part, i.e. the .
butt with trigger mechanisql_,.» It was stated that after fixing the missing part
firiné was possible within a few seconds, Trial shooting with one of the five
bullets shoved this bullet to be serviceable.

The éxamination in question can only lead to the comment that neither in’ '
Europe nor in the USA is any method known, whereby it cen be determined that a
barrel "showa signs of having been used for firing some days earlier", least of
all in a case such as the present one; where. undou‘bted.'w smokeless gunpo‘wdar
vas used. : -

It is now necessary to examine the procedure used in the examination by the
Israell police of the cartridges. a;‘xfd bullets found at the scene -of the crime and
elsevhere, . . : - . [

According to statements made by'-witnesses thrée machine-guns were used in the
assault, The num’ber of shots fired is not knowm, except in so fdr as one can
start from the assumption that about 27 rounds were fired from the murderer g
weapon alone, It has been pointed out in the section dealing with the
investigation on 'bhe spot that a large number of cartridge cases coming from 811
three weapons must have been strewn around on the place of the asgsault, In

Jeormeauence
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consequence of the omission to cordon &ff the scene of the crime without delay
and to investigate it thoroughly the police were able to secure podsession of
only a few pleces of ammnibions

According to en investigation protocol signed by A. Regolsky and dated
Merch 1, 19%9, 5 tullets and % cartridge cases were available at an examination
carried out at the laboratory of the Crime Investigation Department of the
Israell Police. Some of the bullets came from the bodles of Count Bernadotbe
end Colonel Sérot and scme from the car used by the victims , where they were found
by different persons. In the protocol it is stated only that all the bullets
vere fired from & Schmeisser machine-gun bearing the mumber 2581, i.e. the
weapon used by the murderer. No explanation whatever is vouchsafed as to the
methods of the investigation employed, nor does the report state the degree of
probability with which the different bullets could be identified. Thus for
example mention is made of a flattened bullet found by one Cigenenko. The
possibllity of identification here was probably smaller than in the other cases.

The protocol of the investigation contains no statement thet the cartridge
cases Were made the object of an atliempt of identification. This is all the
more surprising as with the help of these cartridges it would have been possible
to ldentify the weapon from which the shots were fired at the first car, That
the bullets examined, all of which recovered from the bodles of the victims or
from Count Bernadotte's car, came from the murderer's weapon appears evident.
The four cartridges found at the spol need not, however necessarily have come
from the weapon in question. Here, once move, one feels bound to eXpress regret
that the scene of the crime was not guarded and searched so that the police could
have taken possession of all the cartridges. It is probably almost unprecedented
in our days that after a crime of such & serious character as this children at
Play, souvenir hunters or = for all one knows ~ accomplices of the criminels show’
have been free to take awey the most important pieces of evidence left on the spot
It appears evident that there was no atitempt whatsocever to identify the cartridge
cages found with weapons seized from the Stern Gang. If by any chance the
amssions of the Isrdeli authorities in connexion with the investigetion of the
ammmition were due to the fact thet at the time of the murder the technical
equipment and necessary experience for carrying out such investigation were not
available, it would nevertheless seem that the importance of the case should have
Juetified & recourse to forelgn experts, whose services might have been secured

.

Jeithexr through


file:///ftiose

Y
Page 36

fe

elther 'l';hrougix the agency of the United Nations or from one of ‘several well-'(
equipped police laboratories in the, Mediterrensan area, for example in Rome .
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. Attempts to tyabs the éggg;iggﬁg‘ Joep.

In the Iarsell report on the murder it is stated thet in accordence with
instructions from the Govermment the LEY-camp in Jerusalem was surrounded end
occupied, end that persons found there were arrested and that in aﬁi}ition
conslderable quantities of weapons end ammunition were selzed. Thé're ig no
statement that Jeeps belonging to IHY were seized. It appears from the documents
of the preliminary investigation that LHY in Jerusalem had at their disposal a
number of Jeeps. As the action ageinst the geng wes aimed at its dissolution
there is reeson to suppose thet the vehicles in question were also selzed,
although this is not actually stated. If this was not done then the omission to
do 80 must be described as a remarkable deficiency in the inquiry. Later when
questions were put forward by the Swedish authorities as to whether any attempt
hed been made to find the Jeep =~ reference being mede to & stetement that the
Jeep hed probably been stolen from the United Nations - Israel replied in the
memorendum of October 1949, as follows: .

"Efforts were made to trace the jJeep used by the assaseins but with

no result. The two types of Jeep commonly in use at that time in Israel -

Willis civilian type and Ford axmy type differ but slightly the one from

the other in external appeerance. Isreel army Jeeps Were colored in a

khaki camouflage paint, but the jJeep used by the assessins was possibly of

greenish cemouflaege peint. Most of the Jeeps in civilian use in the

country were at that time of thet color. Jeeps used by the U,N. were not

camouflaged and were colored white. As far as was ascertalned in the
investigations the jeep used by the assassine bore no number plate or other
externsl militafy or civil numbers. There were no other particular external
identificatior merks nor wes there anything to show that the said Jeep hed

been stolen from the U.N,"

Several of the aveileble statements of witnesses contained information that
could have been used for the tracking doéwn of the Jeep used at the assault.
Thus, Captain Hillmen stated that the jJeep in quéstion wes en old military Jeep,
brovn in colour, similar to & jesp which had been stolen from the United Nations
Bbout three weeks before the crime, and he added thet if he saw it he would
recognize it. He further seaid that he could identify & men who had been seen
driving the Jeep the day before the murder. One of the two toys who witnessed
the assault ( Yoram Katz) stated that the jeep wes brown and hed e military
number which had been painted over with black peint. One of the soldiers

Jbelonging
' o
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belonging to the military breskdown, vehicle (Meyouhma) . stated that the Jeep had
the same :golour as.those of LHY end not.thet of the Hagenah jsepe, a,nd‘was
cemouflaged in green.- He thought it very probable that he would knew the Jeep
1f be saw it again., Another men (Smotmen) stated thet he would be able to )
recognize the Jeep, Bince this geve thelmpression of being very .old, without
seats, rather unusuel, end unlike the -Jeeps generally used by the ermy. A’,
witness (Barge) said that he hed been told at. the place of the assassination
thet the jeep in which the assajlents fled was used to convey .the newspeper .
"Hamivrek" to Jerusalem every day.. Finally, enother witness (Rosenblum) who
said thet he hed on several occasions borrowed jeeps from IHY to move his . .
effects, stated that the day before the murder he had seen a man:called Yankele
conveying newspapers in one of LHY'e Jeeps. With reference to the last: two -
pieces of evidence it would obviously heve been of value to heve heard Yankele's
tostimony ‘and ' to have made a search for the jeep at the premises of the
newapaper "Hamivrak". So far as appears from the documents, however, this

wes not done.

In view.of the numerous and valuable statemente of witnesses and other
clues which were thus available for the seerch efter the jeep,.1t must.be
described as in the highest degree surprising that the Jeep wes not found and
that it was pot established who had hed possession of it previously. :Thus,
one of the most promising clues. leading to the essallants was not uged-at all.
8. Attempts to trade the ¢rigin of the legflets.

In. the Israeli memorandum of:October 1949, 1t 1p stated that offorts wers
mede to trage the origin of the leaflets signed by-"Hazit Hamoledeth" which were
distriduted in the city on the very evening of the crime, but that these efforts
vere frultlees. What these effortes consisted in 1s not stated.

Surprise must be expressed that it was not possible to find the source of
the leaflets. 1t is steted that the leaflets were typewritten and. it is well
known ‘that in euch case it 1s possible to identify the sctuel machine used. It
1s aleo remarkeble that it was mot possible to find those who 1ssued the leaflets
by tracing the distributors. In the lastenamed connexion refesrence should be
mede to & characteristic episode. Ae mentioned in anotber connexion the newspapsr
"The Pelestine Post™ gtated In its issue of September 23, 194By:thet on
September 21, four days after the assassinetion, the first:cese in accordance’

Juith the nev
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with the new law egainst terrorist activity had come before the court in Tel Aviv,
our young. persons, two of thgm girJ.B; heving been proaacuted for assisting,
terrorist organizetiohs. - ,Acc@rding to the cherge they hed distributed 1eaflets
on éeptember 18, regardingithe murder of Count Bernadotte. The newspaper siated
thet the accused had been released on bail of 1.25 Israeli pounds:each.

9. Examinetlon of the witnesses emnd further inquiries resulting therefrom.

According to the protocols submitted a total of 29 persons were hesrd as
vitnesses at the instance of the police. These consisted partly of Israeli
citizens vho happenad to be at the scene of the crime or nearby or who were
otherwise regarded as being able to give information ebout the circumstences
connected with the murder, and partly of the following persons who were in
Count Bermadotte's party et the time of the assassination, viz. Colonel Flach,
Ceptain Hillmen, Dr. Fasel and Commender Cox. In addition the dossler of the
preliminary investigation contains the following written statements, not made
at the instence of the police; a Joint statement by Colonel Flach, Lieutenent
de Geer, Miss Wessel and Mejor Masesrt, to which the two firet-named and Major
Meseart hed added special stetements; end statemente by General Lundetrom,
Colonel Begley and Major Massart, the lest-named having submitted & separate
report apart from that included in the "Joint statement'.
The scrutiny of the existing material has lead to comments in three

seperate respects:

(a) Conflicts existing in the statements of witnesses do not appear %o

have been cleared up.

(v) Pointers to continued inguiries arising during the teking of evidence

do not seem to have been made use of.

(¢} Only four of the eight persens who were in Count Bernadotte's party

at the time of the assassination and who might'thafefore be rogarded as

principal witnesses wers heerd at the instance of the police.

(2) conflicting statements of witnesses.

The scrutiny of the statements of witnesses from the point of viev in questl
gives rise to & number of comments. Here it is possidle only to deal with the
following more striking oxemples. It hes already been mentioned in another
connexion that the sergeent from the police station in E1 Qatsmon who ceme to
the place shortly after the assassinstion (Harry Levinstein) stated that there
was nobody there, while the policeman from the road block who errived at the same

[time
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" time (Rtéesenfeld) declared that' there was a’groiy of people at the spot and he
gave detaile OFf remarks made by thase preseﬁt ‘and Ebout’ ‘théir reaction to the
incident, Regarding the presence of peopﬂs- 46 the' place of the mirder there are
ocmflict{ng bt4tbnent’s from other ‘persotis’ ‘Boelde¥ thbde dentioned, Thus, the
wife of ‘the ‘Gimier of- the shop-outside which the- leiScanotnation took place (Rachel
Zamle) stebed: that' sfter. the, shobe Had. cobsdl., dhatlidht :dut. of: the.shop. to the
‘plade-where the United Nations Gart had besw stopped and that she then Found
no ond theire, | A iian vho Withessed' the Firing From some distance sway (Bargs), on
the’ other hand, stated, that he had liéard "otie 'Of the people" say that the Jeep in
WHIch' the' desailentd fled was used' to take ‘the newspaper "Hemivrak' to Jerusalem
every day, ‘- Important conflicte between different statements of ¥itnssses '
--apbehr’ alec on comparing the b¥idente glven ‘by-tne policemén from the ‘road block
(Fiedenfeld) on the ‘one hand-and ke tiows ian (Gritdky already réferred to
on ‘the other, both of whom Weré powted &t ihd ¥hild bYock. While the folmer: spoke
‘in some detail ebout the’three~-ton military vci :lei’- presumably the bresk-2own
lorry - which-haf phsssd the rosd blocs in the direction of thé city, the latter
did not mentioh this vehicle although he can hacaiy have avoided notlcingl-it.
o attempt bt ¢lear up this o other conflicts in the statements by

cross-examinetion geems to have k*hr madd’, v !

(b) Pointers to contimued thguiries.’ oo

As far as concerns umused pointers to continued ingquiries: possibly-further
heerings, in comnexion with evidence taken,;. the. following example-may’ bé given,
A major in the Yeraell ermy (Francis Bernard) stated that in company with a colonel,
vhose neame was given (Cote), he wes esked fully half.an hour before the.
asgessination by a man he knew by sight whether it was true.that Count Bernsdotie
had been mirdered, So far as appears fyom the documents, the.colonel iu question
has not been questioned, - The policemsn from. the road block (Riesenfeld) mentioned
that 1n the vtcmtty of. the scene, of the mirder he handed over to the sergeant whom
he unamed (Israel) the girl who hed witnessed the murder. The. testimony of this
sergoant. sppears.not to have been tak’en. - Tﬁe same poiiceman (Rtesenfeld) stated
_mrt,l}er tha.t he had .‘nea.rd the driver of the mtlitary break-dovn car ask the girl
not to, sey, any'bhtng to the poltceman about the 1ncident The sold.iers on, the
hreak—down 1orry whose testimqny hacl alreau; hefm heawl w}‘c—m tzis pieca of evtdeme
was produced ought. po ave been brough\, up ap«am 1.* v ew 2 this vhich sta.tement
“_appeara to be mportqnt.‘ In the section dealing mth "h'= seaxch for the asaatlants'
' Jeep & number of omissions to ‘meke use of aVailable statements by wttnessee for the”
purpose of pursuit have been mentioned and reference may here be made to these.

_ HMe) Testimony o
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{c) Teetimopy of versons in Count Bernadotte's party.

As far as the taking of evidence from members of Count Bernadotte's party
is concerned it has e.lready been mentioned thet neither Mejor Massart nor
Miss Wessel nor Lieutenent de Geer nor Colonel Begley nor Generel Luhdstrém vere
heard at the instance of the police. The sbs.tements ‘from them to be found in
the documents of the preliminery inveastigations came without the co~operation
of the police, with the ohJéct of clearing up the general order of events during
the incident and not of forming & basis for the pursuit of the assassins. It
should be evident that even the most intelligent of witnosses 1s not in &
position to put forward unalded all circumstances of importance to an inguiry.
For this it is necessary to have a hearing arranged by the authorities
responsible for the inguiry.

In the Israsli memorandum of October 1949, it is stated with reference to
the police inguiry, that evidence was teken from peraons in the vicinity and frow
members of Count Bermadotie's party and that when deemed hecessery the witnessee
Wwere submlitted to further examination. It is further stated in the memorandum
thet the information obtained by questioning residents in the neighbourhocd and
& few poople who happened to be on the spot was of little use despite their
willingness to co-operate.

As eppears from the foregoing, the statement ‘that evidence was taken from
members of Count Bernadotte's party is accurate only with the reservation that
only helf these people were heard by the police., The statement about renewed
examination of the witnesses is not supported by the‘ava.iléble materiel. On the
contrary, in the light of the foregoing it must be stated that the investigation
1n this particulay part is cbaréctez;ized by serious deficiences. The hearing of
witnesaes indeed gives the mpression of having been mewely of & preliminary
nature end not to have 'been subaected to critical serutiny b;fr those responsible
for the inquiry. If, as. étatéd in the memorandum, the information given by the
vitnesges was of 1ittle use, this must to a considerable exjgant be as¢ribed to
the fact that these items of information wewe not used for éontinued inquiries.
This last comment ie of such importance that in itself it suffices to give rise
to the conclusion that the ingqulry was not conducted with proper energy and zeal.

10, Police investigation concerning the arrested members of the Stewn Gang.
‘In the account given earlisr of the main features of the steps taken by
the Israeii authorities in connexion with the essassination 1t has been mentione

Jthat the

~—
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thet the bases of the Stern Gang in Jerusalem were: occupled by, n‘;v;l}i«ffa"ry _f:orces
and "pbl’ice‘ the day &fter the murder, and that on that occesion g cpnsidereble
number of persons were arrested end weapons end emmunitlon mselzed. During the
week following the murder 184 Sternists were arrested in Jerusalem and 82 An’
other parts of the colintry. In order to be.able to find the assallents ox
otherwise to obtaim clues for the pursuit emong.thig, relatively large number
of arrested persons, all of whom must have been under suspicion for ha.ging Dbeen
connected in one way or dnother in the murder or to be able to gige_‘int;‘qrmaﬁon
sbout it, 1t wae obviously necessary to hold exhemstjve heerings of the arrested
persons and possibly to check up on their alibis. ‘xpgt,(}ocuments of’, t}}e ‘
pi'elimihary’ investigation esnt here contain no information as to“_ whether such
hearings and investigations were in fact instituted.

‘The- most imporsent step from the tracking point of.view for aearching for
the culprits emong the arrested. Stermists woul§ undoubtedly have ppen to qr;‘a;xge
for the witnessés to be confronted, with the arrvested Stern Gang membors, The,
Isreell’ moimorendum of October 1949, contains- the following reply to & queption
put by the Swedish authorities as to what extent members o‘f_‘,,Coux;t Bernadotte's
perty, edpecially Captain Hillman, and also-other witnesses to the murder hed
beon confronted with the errested Sternists..

YAs has been indicated in this memoxendum, and. &8 appears mora
particularly from the file of statements enclosed herewith , none of the”
membere of the Bernadotte party or the other witnesses made any satisfactory
statemen{ describing the essailants. - The consensus .of evidence supplied
by responsible witnesses, including Mr. Hillman, the Jewish I1ieison officer,
indicates that thése witnesses were not' in &’ position to 18éntify the
apgagsing. -

It was declded not to hold an identification pa.rade in a further fool't
to establish the.identity of the asseilents. Under the criminal pracedure
vhich hed been originally introduced imto Pelestine during the periOd of
the Mendate, and which had not been altered by the State of Israel, &n.
identification perede usually consists of one suspect to between § to 10
innocent persons, the witnese 'bering ‘esked to make his identification
therefrom. Where there 1s more. than-one suspect, this ratio cen be ...
slightly reduced, but it 18 never less than ome to Seven., As has beeh i
indicated in the report submitted to the 8scurity Council, and.to- “the
Government of Sweden reforred- to above, some, 260 suspects had boen
- arrested by 23rd Septem‘ber 19L48." Most of 'thome arrests -indeed. ‘tdok place
within 24 hours of the assassinetion. To hold an-identification parade
in accorderice. with: ‘the stenderd: regulations thereasto, wonld have meant
that, in sddition to these 260 euspects , & further 1600 innocént persons,
at least, would have hed to have been Joined in the parede., It was

Jconsidered that)
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considered that, in these circumstances, no court of law, whether civil or
military, could have attached much weight to any evidence, 1f indeod

1t would heve been forthcoming, obtained by such métheods, and therefore,
‘that no useful purpose would heve been served by svrenging an identification
perade, The situation in this regerd might poasihly heve been different
had there been an element of unanimity in the &escriptions given by the

eye witnesses."

In explanation of the omission to arrange & confrontation betwsen the
witnesses and the arrested men, the Israeli Govermment has thus referred to
practicél ag well as legal obstacles.
had submitted a satisfactory description of the assailants and thaet the witnesses
were not in & position to identlfy the assassins. The statement thet no witness
hed glven a satisfactory description of the assallents must be described as
inaccurate. As appears from the foregoing Commander Cox and Dr. Fasel supplied
descriptions of the principel assailent which were in accord in essential
particulars and served as e basls for the description iseued by thoee responsible
for the investigation. But even 1f the &tatement had been correct, this would
not Justify the drawing of the conclusion, as seems to have been done In the
memorandmﬁ, thet none of the witnesees could have identifiled the assassins.
There are no grounds, in fact, for regarding as equivalent the ability to glve
a descriptionlof & person and the ability to recognize that person. Experience
shows on the contrary that it 1s quite usual for a witness who is not in a
position to give & full description of & criminal to be able nevertheless to
recognize the man when confronted with him, If we refer to the witnesses own
atatements on their abiiiﬁy to recognize the essailants, we find the following.
Captain Hillmen said that he was doubtful whether he would recognize them.
Commender Cox sald, according to the protocol of hise testimony, that he was not
positive thet he would know the men who fired the shot if he saw him. Dr. Pasel,
vho subuitted descriptions of two of the assailante stated that he was not sure
vhether he would know them again. One of the two boys who witnessed the
murder (Urisharf) steted thet one of the men in a Jeep had a revolver and that
he believed he would recognize this men if he saew him again., Finally enother
vitness (Smetman) said, with reference to the driver of the Jeep, that he was
not sure whether he would know the man agein but thet if he sew & men like the
driver 1t was quite possidble that he would recognize him by his build, which he
(the witness) remembered very well. On the basia of these stetements alone one

[must reject
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must reJect the *accuraey of. the categor:‘.oal stEtement in the Israeli memorandmn
that the witnesses “were not in a position to identify the assassins(@ ; In
addition, however; as experience proves, 1t ‘happens that a witness ‘oftten Has
difficulty in Judging beforehand whether he would actually recogn:lze a person
vhen confronted with h:lm or not. ecognition may prove to be due to a -
circumstence that the witness does not recall until the conf‘rontation becomes &
fact, ) ) '

In the light of what has Just been said cne is bound to stete that a
Judgement on the question as to whether witne_sses would be able to rec'ognize' any
of the asgallants among the arrested guspects could not heve been made without
making an attempt to arrange a con.f‘rontation. If it had been thought ne'oe'ssary
to discuss. that question beforehand the conclueion ghould have been that the
prospects of reaching a positive result from a confrontation mst be regarded’
as favourable. The arguing of the Israeli a.uthorities in this connexion mmst

.Jbe, vegarded as lacking all reality from the standpoint of police yractice.

',\ As regards legal obstacles to the arrangement of & confrentation reference
is made in the Israell memorandwm to the legal procedure existing in Israel ‘at
the time in criminal cases, Since, according to the memorandum, thii prodedire
dates. from.the period of' the mandate it is of inter’eet to establish the
situatioﬁ in Anglo-Saxon law in the fileld in question. Nether in British nor:
in United States law are there _any regulations regarding confrontation, whether
concerning procedure or conceming the validity of confrontation as evidence in

‘court., On the othe‘r hend confrontation is of course practised, The police in

both the United Kingdom and the United States usé cbhfrontation in their work.
The procedure is to introd,uoe the witness into & rdem where several persons are
lined up together with the suspects and ask the Witndsses to poifit out the
alleged criminel. In the case of the London Metropoiitan Police “there are

_special rules governing the rrocedure at these "identification parades™. These

regulations state 1nter ali& that the Persons, generally eight or nore, to.be

_assembled for the purpose with the suspects , should be similar'in age, height,

general appearance and eocial status to ‘the suspects. The validity .of an - -
identification efi‘ected 1in accordance with these directions is a matter. for the
appropriate court to decide.

The Iereel_i Tmemorandum obviously enviseges a practice substantially like the
described, It is obvious that such a method’ of confromtation camnot be applied
in a case such as the present one. One can readily agree with the opinion

[expressed
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expressed in the Israeli memorandum that it would have been quite unreasonable to
bring all the 260 people arrested to a confrontation together with "a further
1600 innocent persons at least”. The practical procedure should have been to
sift out from the arrested persons those who by reason, for example, of age,
perhaps also eex, and location during the day of the crime or other circumstances
could not be regarded as suspects. After reducing the number in thlis way the
remaining persons should have been confronted with the witnesses. It is obvious
that a recognition made at such a confrontation could not in itself have been of
final importance as evidence in the court; but. it would have had the greatest
importence from the point of view of the pursuit, By guiding the inquiry to a
person or persons pointed out in such a way the Police might possibly have
succeeded in obtaining other forms of evidence which might in themselves have
been ineriminating, for example through the search of the persons! whereabouts
during the day of the murder or possession of weapons ste.

On close examinafion the legal obstacle to the arranging of a confrontation
can only be described as & pure afterthought. Here reference may be made to the
fact that the Israseli Foreign Minister in a message intended for the information
of the Security Council, sent to the Acting Medietor, Dr. Ralph Bunche, on
19 September 1948 , stated that the Government had caused 150 members of LHY to be
arrested in Jerusalem and more than 50 in TeleAviv and elsewhere, and Mr. Shertok
also expressed the hope that identification parades would soon be arvenged with
the help of eyewltnesses of the assassination. It is to be noticed, further,
that even at the time of the sutmission of the official Israeli report on the
assassination the obetacle mentioned to the arranging of a confrontation seems
not to have been known to Israsell suthorities. Thus at one point the report
states: "The children themselves gave descriptions of the assailants , but these
descriptions were so divergent as not even to form a satisfactory basis for an
identification parade”.

In coming to a final Judgement of the question of confrontation it is of
lmportance to emphasize cnce more that the confrontation here envisaged would
have constituted a link in the police pursult of the assailants and would not have
rrovided independent evidence to be produced in court. The arranging of a
confrontation would have provided one of the principal possibilities for the
police to obtain a positive result from thelr inguiries. The omission to arrange
the confrontation 1s all the more remarkable in that one of the reasons for the

/arrests 1s
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arrests is stated by the Israeli authorities to have been to track down the actusl’
verpetrators of .the crime, One ca.nnot forbear to point out that while the -
authorities may heve taken energ?tic steps to carry out the arrests they showed an
obvious lack of interest in discovering the agsailants among the arrested persons.
In this comnexion ceytain statements made by Conm:ander Cox are extremely
noteworthy. To any inquiry. from the Swodish authorities as to whether he had
been asked to try to. identlfy. any of»_l arrested IBY, mem'bsrs s Commander’ Cox
replicd in the negative, apd added nat on at least two ‘oocaslon he had
requested the police o glve. him | opportunity to inspect its "line. ups” in
the hope that he might possibly be a‘ole to recognize the murdsrer. To this he
only received the answer tha.t as soon as all the suspeots hed ‘beeri arrested the
authorities would be very willing for him to coms and polnt out the muwdersr.
It was asserted that it would hinder the 1nvestigation if he was ‘allowed to
inspect the "line up" of the pol:.ce at any time before all the suspects had been
arrested, The attitude tgken by the Isrneli police to the proposal of Commandexr
Cox-1s quite unreasonable, This episode put beside what has already been seid
on the question of corrf‘rontatinn, malces it imposs:.'ble to av01d “the thought that

motlves other than those referred ‘to by Israel were the réédon fol the omission

to arrange a confrontatilon,
1. . Ve

/IX. SUMMARY
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IX. SUMMARY OF THE SCRUPINY OF THE ISRAELI POLICE INQUIRY

In the preceding section the inquiry into the murder undertaken by the
Israeli euthorities has been subjected to a detailed acfutiny, in the course of
‘vhich gaps and omiseions. in several :'respecta have been mroved. To sum up the
coments relate yrincipally to the following matters,

(2) Immediate steps to pursue the criminals appear to have been neglected

altogether,

(v) The scene of the crime was not cordoned-off and the examination of the

scene only took place after & considerable delay more than 24 hours after thc

orime. In consequence of these misslons, dullets and cartridges which might
bave helped to ldentify the two veapmms used to Tire at the first cer
disappeared from the scene of the crime. Tt is possible that other objects
which might heve contributed to the identification of the assailants
disappeared, Furthermars, there was the risk that pessible traces at the
spot would be disturbed or destroyed. The weapon part left at the scene was
only handed over to experte two déya after the murder, after it had passed
through the hends of several, people, & fact which was calculated to prevent,
or in any case, render difficult the discovery of identifiable fingerprints.

{¢) The car of the victims wes not pleced under guerd but was only examined

after it had been ropaired, as a result of which unauthorized persons had

the opportunity to take possession of bullets in the car.

(d) The United Nations car which at the time of the murder was in front

end at which a number of rounds were fired from two weapons other than the

weapon used by the murderer was, so far as appears from the documents, not
exelined at all. Bullets which would have facilitated the identification of
the two weapons in question could have been found in this car.

{e) Descriptions of the assailants supplied by witnesses were not fully

utillized when descriptions were circulated.

(f) The few cartridge cases recovered were not utilized for attempts at

ldentification and thus an opportunity to identify the weapons used at the

assault, other than the mwderer's weapon, was neglected.

(8) The search for the assailant's Jeep appears not tp have been done with

moper utilizaticn of witnesseo statements, which were of value in this

carmexion.

/(k) In tracing
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{h) In tracing the origin of the leaflets, in which the organizetion “Bazif

Hamoledeth" assumed responsibility for the absagsination, evailable clues

&0 not appear to have been made use of.

(1) Xo atkenmpt was made to cleer up contrary statements made by witnesses.

Pointers to continued investigation were not taken up.

(i) The witnesses were not confronted with the arrested members of the

Stern Gang, & step which in the prevailing circumstance would have

constituted one of the principal possibilities of achieving a positive

result in the inguiry, '

During; the investigation of a crime it often happens that a detall that is
at firet considered unimportant, mroves decisive for the tracking down of the
culprit. For this reason it is essentisl that all traces and clues that are
availeble should be taken up and dealt with as e metter of routine, It has
already been pointed out and may be emphasized here, that the scrutiny of the
existing inqguiry here carried out is based on such routine procedure in murder
cases in general, with due consideretion, of course, to the circumstances of the
mresent crime, and thus does not constitute a criticiem based on after thoughts.

It appears, however, Justifisble to subject the existing police ingwiry to
a scrutiny from the stendpoints suggested by subsequent reflection, i &s much
as only 1n this way can an opinion be formed as to which of the omiasions or
neglects were of the greatest importance in bringing about & negative result.
If we start from this way of looking at things, the delay in investigating the
scene of the crime (including its immediate surroundings) must give rise to the
most serious criticisms of the inquiry. Only the cordoning-off and prompt
investigation of the scene of the crime would have made i1t possible to find
objects or traces which might have helped in the pursuit of the assailents. - The
omiseion o examine the United Nations car which was leading at the time of the
murder end to try to identify the cartridges obtained must also be described as
a serious matter from the point of view of the inguiry, in view of the fact that
in this way the pogsibility of identifying weapons other then that used by the
murderers was lost, - Even more serious was the amission to use *pointers® to
continued inquiries arieing in the course of the testimony of witnesses, and
other clues for the pursuit, Such omissions arose in the first place in the
matter of the search for the assailants* jeep and the crigin of the leaflets, =
One of the most dmportant criticisms from a practicel point of viéew concerns the

Jamission
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omission to arrange a confrontation “between the witnesses and those arrested‘
connexion with the murderer, ‘The reasons’ of'a thearetical and practlcal '
nature given by Israel in explanation of the fact’ that no such confrontation was
ervenged can only be regarded as pretexts. “The objection with which Commander =
Cox was met when on two occasions: he~approached the authorities with the request
4o be Gonfronted with ths dirested pbtsbhs L that it was desired to arrest all"
suspects first - can hardly.be reghided as anything but a sign of a lack of :
willingnaas to make use of- all *bhe availa’bie possi‘bilities for the prohmtion of
the inquiry. ’

In the letter to the Swedish Foreign Minister accompanying’ the report on
the murder sent to the Swedish Government,:the’ Isrsell Foreign Minister mentioned
& number ;of consideraticns whidh %6 oonstdsded shouwld not bé overlooked when
considering the 'fact that the 'result'dF the ‘éf¥orts to track down thé assassing
and those who' B&d instigated the ciimd:had been hofative, Thus, in'the letter
it L6 stated emtng other things tha$ tRe'politicel térrorism in Palestine wes
difficultito’bradicate and thet the 1idiifdation of dissident militery
organizations wés more- Aifficult in Jerusélem thain elsewhere in the country;
oving to'e veristy of ‘eiroumstances owtside-the vontrol of the rrovisiopal
government.® The létter also refers 4o the fédct thet at the tifie of-the
assassination Jerusalem had in fact not yet ceased to be & bettle-front and thet
the 'militery forces of the Government were absorbed day and night without
interruption in watchfulness in forward positions. With regard to internal
security in-the country the following is stated. :

"At the time of the 'assassination, the orgenization of imternal :
security in the State.of, Isreel was still in its initial stages, The police
force had not yet achieved the necessary debree of internal stability and
efficieridy that would Have enabled it to cope swiftly end effectively with'
this. revolting crime, Political. sssassipations have occurred in meny
countries of wall-esta‘blished authority. Even there, however, investigation
have Bometimes proved fruitless. - IsPael was faced with this emergency when
its security forces, civil and militery, were- only.a few months cld.”

The role. played by the exlstence of Jewish terrorist orgenizations end by.
the prevailing militery situation in.Jerusalem et the time of the murder in the
qusstion of inguiring into the orims and tracking down the agsailants seems to be
related in the first place to the possibility of teking action sgaingt the .
Sternists by arresting them. This action, to judge from the report, appesrs  to
have been cerried out with success. = It is another matter that no use was made

/of the oppertunities

2
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of the opportunities of following up this action, by instituting intensive
gusstioning and investigation of the arrested persong and 2lsc confronting them
with the witnesges. - The terrorist acticity roy havs played & lacger part in
the inguiry to the extent that it influenced tle poyilaiion in general and had
en edverse effect on their willingness to co-operate with the authorities in
the search for the criminals, This point of view, however, 1s contradicted by a
statement in the Israsli meworandum of October, 1949, (point 7) where reference
is made to the will to co-operate exhibited by the witnesses heard.

As regards the police force in Israel at the tlme of the assassination, it
may be well to give & summary of an article wrltten by the present police chief
of Iarael, Inspector Genmeral Y. Sshar, which was sent to the editor of the
Nordic Journal of Police Science (Wordisk krimipelteknisk tidskrift) for
publication. According to this article, which deals with the bullding up of
the police orgenization in Israel, the British, when they left Palestine in
May 1948, took away or destroyed all equipment needed for the governing of the
cowntry including that required by the Police., All that was left was & body of
700 Jewish policemen and Jjunior officers who had served during the mandate bub
hed never had the opportunity to reach reaponsible positiong in the police
orgapization. None of them had served at police headquerters; when the author
of the article received instructions from the government to organize the police
force he had no other assistance at his disposal than these 700 men and a few
books saved from the ruins of the police buildings of the mandatory power.

It 1s obvicus that the circumstances described mede it difficult for the
Israeli authorities to conduct the inquiry in e way that would have been
possible for a well-organized police equipped with modern technicel aids. These
obstacles would have had particuler importence in connection with the
organization of immediate measures to apprehend the criminals and taking
possession of and securing traces at the scene of the crime, and also when
carrying out investigations of & kind requiring technical quelificationms,
particularly regerding weapons end ammunition. If the difficulties were so
great - as stated in the letter from the Isreeli Foreign Minister - that they
made it impossible to "cope swiftly end effectively with this revolting crime”
it would appear thet it was for the Government of Israel to apply to the United
Nations' Security Council for the help in the form of experi aseistence in the
inguiry intoc the assassination.

/1t must,
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It must, however, be emphasized that many of the measures in connexlon with
vhich deficiencies or omissions heve been pointed out in the foregoing, were of
such a nature that their importance should have been reallized even by en
investigator without special training end that the teking of these measures did
.not require any special technical aids, This 1p trve, in fact, of most of the
measures in respect of which it has been deemsd necessary to point out that
-deflciencies or omissions were of essential significence for the negative
result of the Investigation. It should thus have been perfectly clear %o anyocne
that & close investigation of the scene of the orime should have been made
without delay, Even & policeman without special training ought to have
realized the importence of exsmining the cars in which bullets mi ht be found.
It should have been equally evident that 1t was nocessary to make use of thé clue:
and suggestions for further inguiry which subsequently appeared. The arrenging
of a confrontation between the arrested persons and the witnesses was, as eppears
from the foregolng, not omltted because of lack of training or absence of
technical resocurces.

In considering the capacliy of the Israell police force, &s 1t existed at
the time of the assassination, to undertake an inguiry of the kinc} in question
it would seem necessary to take into consideration that quite & -nuwsber of the
pollice probably had experience in the difficult and disturbed years of the
mandate. Even 1f the police force was incomplete in an organizational and
technical sense, it may be presumed that these wealnesses were to a certain
extent compensated for by the speclal knowledge of individual policemen
concerning underground activities and their experience of the terrorist
organizations' way of working, and that these specisl gquelifications might have
been made use of in the inguiry,

In the ‘letter above referred to from the Israell Foreign Minister the
following comment is made by way of swmary:

"The inability of the authorities to track down those responsible for
the sssassination hes Been due, in the last analysis, to a combination of twt
circumstances; the high degree of comspiracy mrevailing in the apparently
smell group which planned and executed the crime, and the absence of any
sxact infarmation which would have led to the 1denti:t‘ication of the culprits
The latter circumstance wes largely due to the fact that the murder was
perpetreated in en lsclated spot and that no mrecise description of the
assallants was available."

/The above
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The above statement appesrs to invite camment in certain respects., Thus it
1s not possible bo accept the ate.tement that "eny exact Information which would
have led to the 1dentiﬁcation cf the culprits" vas lacking, In the first plece
there is the fact that twc o s at e.ny rate, one fairly detailed description wes
supplied. The statement is furthar contradicted by the fact that several
witnesses said that they were, sure that they would be able to recognize the Jeep
used at the assault, The statement thet the murder was committed "at an isolated
spot" follows the statement in the officlal Israeli rapcrt. This stetement gbout
the scens of the crime is shcwn, in the ligb.t cf the foregoing, to be airectly
misleading, The murder tch place on a quite 'buey main road outside & shnp that
was open at the time, and a.t 2 place where 'bhe cesailants vere peen by witnesses
who were either cutdccrs at the timc or at the windows of nearby 'buildinas.

: The report of the Governmen’o cf Israal tc the United Nations and the Swedish
Government concludes with the fcllcwing o

"The case is marked by an extreme pcucity of evidence ooth ‘direct end
indirect, Nevertheless inquiries are of course proceeding and clues are
being followed up in the hope that further evidence may be uncovered so that
the perpertrator of the crime may yet be found. and brought to trial",

straight against the statement :Ln the Firet sentence it must be asserted that
the orime in question is cha.racterized by 'che exietence cf evidence and clues’
to an extent which seldom happens in murder cases ‘where the assailant is unknown,
As regards the statement about the continuance of the inves‘oigations it is
extremely remerkable that in a case R euch as the present where a reldtively lergs
number of persone were involved no traces of cluee subsequently a.ppeered whereby
the essailants cowld be tracked down. ’ R ‘

The scrutiny of the Ieraeli police inquiry 1ea.ds to the following conclusion:
The special difficulties fcr the conduct of the inq,uiry entailed by crganiza‘tionnl
end technical weeknesses in the newly formed police force of Isresl and the !
unfavourable external and 1nterna1 conditions prevailins in Jerusalem at the time
of the murder 4o not constitute & satisfa.ctory explannticn of the obvious and
serious shor’bcomings in the inguiry. These ehcrtcomings are indeed of so grave &
nature that doubt must 'be felt as to whether the ‘Israell authcritiee endeavoured
to carry the - inquiry to & poaitive conolugion, RSN

/X, THEGRIES
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X, THEORIES ABOUT THE IDENTITY OF THOSE RESPONSIBLE
FOR THE MURDER AND THEIR MOTIVES

The inquiry undertaken into the murder did not leed to the arrest of the
eﬁlprits. The gquestions of who was responsible for the assassination and what
their motlves may have been camnot therefore be answered with any certainty.
‘In the following en account is given of different theories which, although
they do not constitute e conclusive answer to these questions, may neverthelese
serve to throw light on them,

As to the question of those who were responsible for the murder, there is
a firm sterting point in the supporting stetements of a large number of
witnesses that the =ssessination wes committed by four well-armed Jewish men
in uniform, using & Jeep for the execution of the assault. The problem that
first erises 1s vhether the essailants were acting independently or in
combination with other persons, On this the following may be saild,

If we take into consideration only the purely technical execution of
the deed the possibdility cannot perhaps be excluded that four fanatics from
& military unit, seeing Count Bernadotte leaving the YMCA by car and being
driven in the direction of Government House, decided on the spot to arrange
an sttack on him during his retwrn jouwrney, which they could foresee would
take the same route as the outward jJourhey. This poseibility, however, must
in fact be described as purely theoretical, The Judgement ennounced in the
case ageinst the two Sternist leaders cherged with terrorist activities,
Friedmen-Yellin snd Shmuelevitz, contains certain statements which would appear
to be of interest in this comnexion, The Court gives the following
characteristics of the murder: ",..(a) a cleer decision to assessinate
Count Bernadotte end the eleboration of & detailed plen for its carrying out;
(v} a complex spy natwork capable of keeping track of the Count's movements
during the time of his stay in Jerusalem so as to emable those responsible
for the operstion to fix its place any time; (c) men experienced in this kind
of astivities or who hed received in good time training for it; (d) appropriate
erms end methods of communication es well as safe refuge after the murder;
(e) & comnender well experienced and responsible for the actual perpetration,”

/Even if
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Even if one is not willing to accept these stétements in all particulars,
the characteristlcs seem broadly speaking to correspond to the picture of the
orgenizetion of the murder obtained from the availeble documents and stetements,
On the grounds of what has been mentioned here, ane i1s Iinclined to agree with
a conclusion of the court thet the assanlt was carried out in accordance with
the decision, plans, ami orders of an orgenization of considerable experience,
A further indication which supports this conclusion is constituted by the
typewritten leaflets which, according to the foregoing, were distributed in
Jerusalem on the very evening of the murder and which may be translated as
follows, )

"On the 1Tth of September 1948 we have executed Count Bernadotte,

Count Bernadotte servéd as an open agent of the British enemy. His
task was to implement the British plans for the surrender of our country
to a Foreign rule and the exposure of the Yishuv, He did not hesitate to
suggest the handing-over of Jeruselaw to Abdullah. Bernadotte acted
wvithout interruption towards the vwealaning of our military efforts and was
responaible for the blood-shed.

This will be the end of all the enemles and their agents.

This will be the end of all the enemies of Jewish freedom in the
Homeland.

There will be no foreign rule in the Homeland., There shall be no
longer foreign Commissioners in Jerusalem.

Hazit Hemoledeth, 17th September, 1948."

The question now under discussion, that is whether the four assailants were
acting independently must therefore be answered in the negative, Instead
it must be supposed that a not inconsiderable group of perscns was behind the
murder, It should, however, be mentioned that no organization called
Hazit Hamoledeth 1s known in any other connexion.

Next comes the gquestion of whether it is vossible to form any opinion
as to where the group in question had its origin., In the trial of
Friedman-Yellin and Shmmelevitz the court dealt with this question in same
detail and after having established that only Irgun Zwai Leumi or IHY could come
in question stated. thet with reference to the existing evidence it was convinced
that the men who took part of the murder came mainly from the ranks of 1HY.

/A number



s/1hh
Page 55

A number of circumstences alreedy dealt with in the foregoing, when commenting
on the Israsli police inquiry, undoubtedly point in-this direction, Thus,
one may =for to the fact thet some of the witnesses made statements which
indicate that the sssailarts' jeep belonged to LEY and that in the course of
the hearings statemeuts were made that the asssailants were recognized as
LEY=men,

The fact thet the court nevertheless did not feel able to detormine, in
accordance with the prosecutor's plea, that -the murder of Cownt Bernadotte
was carried out by or on the orders of LHY, was due ‘o the fact that the court
found 1% conceivable thet the murder was cerried out by msmbers of LHY, who
did not approve of the political line teken by the movement and who acted on
their own behalf end not on the order of the movement or om its behalf,

Similer opinions to those expressed by the court hed been published in
the Israeli press before the judgment and scme time after the murder., Thus
in an article in the newspaper "Neueste Nachrichten" (Jedioth Chedashoth) issued
in Germen and Hebrew, for September 24, 1948, refevence is made to an analysis
in & paper with the nsme "Al Hemischmar", According to this snalysis two
groups had been formed in the Jeruselem circles of the Stern Gang: On the
one hand there was a left~wing group vwhich in alleglance to pseudo-communien
finally crossed over the border to enarchism end nihiliem end comsequently
withdrevw their loyalty not only from the govermment but from the Jewish state
as 8 whole; while on the other side there had grown up & right-wing growp
vhich begen to yield to the constant pressure for negotiations exercised by
the goverrment and the srmy - and perhaps also from Irgun - and therefore begsn
to try to cerry the Stern Gang over to the regular ermy. In accordance with
this attitude not a few officers and soldiers from the Stern Gang are said to
have gone over to the regular army during the previous few weexs as supporters
of the right=wing group: The left-wing group is essumed to have beliewed that
1t could only stop this desertion by means of scme “"sensational petriotic deed”,
vhich should keep back or recall the waverers and convince them that en
mderground existence was to be preferred to.legality.

Whet has been put forward here on the guestion of who wes responsible
for the essassination can be regarded as meking it cleer that the four

Jeaseilants




s/17h
Page 56

assailants did not ect independently but belonged to & group, which vas
probebly of Sternist origin, On the other hend the question must be left open
for vhat person or persons, whother inside or outside the Stern Geng, were
ultimetely responeible for the assassination,

In connexjon with the motives which may have lain behind the essessination
it would appeer to be wseful to try to throw light on the feelings which mey
heve prevailed in Israel against the mediation and the person of the Mediator,

The fact that the United Natioms appointed a special mediator for the
Pelestine question may be essumed to have caused satisfaction In Israel in so
far ag the United Netions had thue made clear ite desire for & solution of the
problem, The appointment of Count Bernadotte as mediator probably in itself
aroused certain expectations among the Jews in view of his character, which was
generally recognized to be straight-forward end noble, end his megnificent
contributions to internmational ald, which among other tﬁings led to the saving
of tens of thousands of Jewish lives in Germeny towards the end of the second
vorld way, On the other hand the work of mediation constituted an obstacle
in the vay of Isrsel's solving the problems at dispute with ite own resources
of power, The extremist orgenizaticns wsre therefore probably ill pleased that
the Medilator had meneged to bring 8bouwt a cease-fire and had therefore deprived
the Israeli forces of the advances vwhich they thought they could have gained
by continuing the fight, In this respect, indeed, the Arebs for their part
probably had the seme view on the mediation, at eny rete et the time the
first cease-fire begen, when the fortunes of battle still favoured the Arebs,
In the leaflet from Hagit Hamoledeth there 1s proof of the Isrmeli attitude
described here on the cease-fire; the leaflet states that Count Bernadotte was
working to undermine the militery efforts of Isreel,

If, therefore, the attitude hy the Jews towards the Medietor was probebly
dominated in the first period of hopes of reaching with his help an acceptable
solutlon of the dispute, although there was an element of dislike for the
intervention in their own affairs which his work must involve, the feeling
towards him came later on to be characterized by marked distrust on the part of
the leaders and fervent hatred in extremist quarters. The cause of this

/development
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development is undoubtedly to be found in the proposels which, as steted before,
Count Bernadotte put before the perties &t the end of June, 1948, Of speciel
significence in this respect appesrs to have been that section of the proposals
which, starting on the basis of the earlier proposels of the General

Assembly, envisages the inclusion of Jerusalem in the Arab area, Owing to the
central position assumed by Jerusalem in the religious end national consciousness
of the Jows, the mere thought of the city's becoming Arab gave rise to en
immense reaction of feeling emong the Jews, The fact thet the proposal was
mainly intended at the basis for future discussions seems not to have lessened
the unfavourable impression it left, Some idea of the reaction may be geined
from the reply given by the provisional government In Israel a few weeks later,
even if in that cese there was an evident attempt et a more objective scrutiny,
Thus, in the reply it 1s said that the govermment hes been deeply injured by
the "fatal" proposal es to the future of Jeruselem and that the idea of

plaging Jorusalem under Arab dominetion eas &n item in a peaceful solution could
not bave arisen without an extreme disregerd of the facte of history and of the
problem, The goverrnment found itself obliged to meke it clear that the Jewish
people, the State of Israel emd the Jews of Jerusalem would never consent to
submit themselves to an Arsb domination of the city, despite the granting of
formal self-govermment for the Jewish populstion and right of entry to the

Holy Placeas, The Govermment also said that it felt bound to state that the
astonishing proposal as to Jeruwsalem, by awakening felse hopes among the

Avabs and by injuring the feelings of the Jews would probably militate sgainst
the pacification thet the Mediator undoubtedly wished to bring ebout, As
regaxrds the extremist organizations the remerks mede previously in enother
connexion on the objectives of Irgun Zwai Leumi end the Stern Gang will suffice
to give an 1dea of the reaction’in those guerters. From that moment

Count Bernadotte became the obJect of attacks in the Israsell press and street
Propegenda, whove the proposel with which we are novw deeling were seized upon as
& besls, The iHanit Famoledeth leaflet also benrs witness to the reaction
ggainst this proposel in the sentence: "He did not hesitate to propose that
Jorusalem should be given to Abdullah®,

/It way be
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It mey be mentioned here that in his last report to the United Natioms,
dated September 16, 1948, Count Bernesdotte proposed that the question of -
Jerusalem should, in view smong other things of the religious and internaticnal
importence of the city, be given separate, independent treatment,

Another circumstance which may have contributed to the creation in Israel
of 11l will towards Count Bernedotte, seems to have been thet part of the
June-proposal which suggests that the Negeb should go wholly or partly to the
Arsbs, The Jows saw this as a threat to their plams for further colonization
in Palestine. As fer as pure feelings wers concerned, however, the Negeb
question probably did not heve the sems importance for opinion in Isreel as
the future fate of Jerusalem,

Against the backgrownd of the foregoing it appears probable that the
strongly critical attitude towerds Count Bexrnmadotte and his-activities as
Mediator expressed in the Hazit Bamoledeth leaflet was falrly common in Israel.
The feelings of hatred arising from this attitude, possibly in combination
with the aim of demonstrating to the United Nations and the world that the Jews
would never accept any dictated solution of the Palestine problem that did not
setisfy their most fundementel wishes » probably constitute & sufficient motive
for the assassination, and perhaps the most probable ons.

On the other haend it is by no meens out of the question that more reelistic
conslderatlions may have lain behind the murder. Among the Jews in-Palestine
there were undoubtedly circles holding the opinion that, in the preveiling
situation, Israsl's national aims could best be attained by Ierael, cresting
for itself, independently of all partition proposals and preliminary
United Nations decisions, a favourable factual situation - a falt sccompii -
vhich it might prove difficult to alter later. Such an aim could only be
realized in the existing circumstances by breaking the cease-fire, resuming
militery operations end occupying the areas which were the main objects of the
struggle, The two arees that it was most eagerly desired to control were the
Negeb on account of its great importence for the futwre development of Israsl,
end Jerusalem In view of the special position it occupied in the Jewish
conciousness. Remembering Count Bernedotte's previous emergetic efforts to
brevent the resumption of hostilities in Palestine and to bring about a

/solution
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solution by peaceful means, it must have been assuméd that he would make full
use of his authority to attempt to frustrate any attempt by the Jewe to compel
territorial concessions by force of arms, In circles obsessed by such ideas
the removal of Count Bernadotte may well have appeared as desirable or
necessary.

It seems not to be out of the question that these ideas may have been
translated into action as the result of an incident which occurred shortly befo:
the essaseination and which may be related bers, As already mentioned in
another connexion, both the Arabs &nd the Jews had at the beginning of
September, 1948 evacuated the area in the southern part of Jerusalem where
Government House, the residence of the British govérnor during the mandate
was situated., Count Bernadotte was at that time considering the removal of his
headquarters from Rhodes to Jerusalem and locating it at Government Hcuse.
Acting upon instructions fram Count Bernadotte, Genersl Limndstrim vislted
Jderusalsm on Scoierbsr 13 in order to investigete the poszibilities of this
plan, General Tundetrdm on that occcaglon bad discuesious on the matter with,
among other perple, the Israeli military governmor in Jerusalem,

Dr, Bernhard Joseph, The latter reacted strongly agasinst the proposal and,
referring to the risk that the fighting might still fiaze up again, he pointed
out that it would be difficult, if not dengerous, to carry out the plan, In
articles in the "Palestine Post" and"Neuste Nachrichten" (Jedioth Chadashoth)
on September 16, the day before the assassination, the master had been referred
to and the comments of Dr. Joseph were reported, - It swecns probable that,

for those who aimed at an Israeli military conguest of the vhole of Jeruselem,
the idea of Count Bernadotte's permsnent presence in the city appeared
especlally odious,

Those vho believed that, for the more reelistic considerations here
mentioned, thsre would be something to gain from Count Bernadotte's removal
lived to see their calculations fulfilled so far as the Negeb was concermed.
During the figh%ing which agaln broke out in Paleatline duriné October -
December 1918, after the “eath of the Mediator, ths I'sge’ vhich - according to
Count Bernadotiets par;i%ibn proposal - would have gone wholly or partly to the

‘Arabs, vas for the most part conguersd by Israel.

/XI. THE QUESTION
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X1, THE QUESTION OF THE ESCORT

As is shown in the section dealing with Count Bernadotte's last journey
to Palestine and the events immediately before and at the assassination, the
Israeli authorities did not provide Count Bernadotte with any escort during the
day of the murder for his Journeys in the Israeli sector of Jerusalem. In a
report by the State of Israel on the assassination the following is stated in

this connexion,

"Investigation of the character of the security measures in force
in Jerusalem during the period immediately prior to 17th September 1948
has revealed that the late Count Bernadotte took the view that owing to
his position an armed escort was wnneceassary end that it would be
undesirable that he be accampanied by such an escort, It was for this
reason that no armed protection was accorded him, and that even Israel
liaison officers attached to the United Nations mediator remained wnarmed."

Thus there is no statement on the part of Israel that the Israeli
authorities were not in themselves liable to provide Count Bernadotte with an
escort or to ensure his security in some other suitable way. To hold such a
point of view would, indeed, have been unreasonable in view of the fact that at
the time Count Bernmadotte, in his capacity as mediator between the State of
Israel and the Arab States, was present in an area under the control of the
Israell auvthorities with the object of negotiation with these authorities by
prior agreement.

It is not clear on what the referred statement made as to Count Bernadotte’
attitude to the question of an escort is founded., As far as is known there is
no official pronouncement of Count Bernadotte on this gquestion. In order to
Judge of his opinion of the matter it is therefore necessary to have recourse
the statements of persons who were in close contact with him during his work
as medlator and to his reactions on occasions when the question of an escort hal
been raised.,

The standpoint held by the State of Israel regarding Count Bernadotte's
views on the escort question may appear to receive some support from &
statement made by the British chief of the Arebd Legion, MaJor General
Jd. Bs Glubd Pasha. In a contribution on Count Bernmadobte in the memorial
volume issued in Sweden, entltled "Folke Bernadotte af Wisborg, Citizen of
Sweden and of the Vorld", Glubb Pasha deals with Count Bernadotte's above
menticned visit to the Arab Legion headquarters at Ramallah on the day of the
assassination and states in this connexion:

/JMAfter landing
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"After landing et Kolundla (Qalandia) he visited the Commandant of the
Arab Legion in the little town 6f Ramallah nearby. He appeared to be in
good spirits, but his staff was obviously worried about his safebty. The
Arab Legion offered him an escort of ammoured cars but he refused to allow
any precauticnary measures to be taken. He pointed out that he was the
representative of the United Nations and in his capacity of Mediator he
had every right to go unarmed, unprotected and in complete security
vherever he wished 1n Palestine. He was determined not to allow himself to
be intimideted."

The statement in the passage quoted that the Arab Leglon offered Count
‘Bernadotte an escort but that he refused te allow any precautionary measures to
be taken is misleading, as is shown.in the detailed report given in section IV,
on what happened on the coccasion of the visit to Ramellah, This can probably
be explained by the fact that GIubdb Pasha, who at the time in question was
visiting London, received incomplete or misleading infoxrmations on the course
of ‘events, For the recst, the article was, of course, not intended to give a
documentary account of the evenis on this occasion ut merely to pay a tribute
to Count Bernadotte!s courage and intrepidity. It is not to be denied that the
Mediator's attitude to the escort question was to scme extent characterized by
these generally recognized qualities.. An expression of this is found in his
reaction, as w:ttnéssed by his companions , to the proposal that an escort should
be asked for at Ramallah from the Arab legion and in the indifference he
exhibited towards the arrangement of an escort. His principles on the question
were also asserted and expressed in his remark during the visit to Ramallah,
mentioned by Glubb Pasha and witnessed by his caupanions , that in his capacity
as mediator he had the right to go unarmed and without protection wherever he
wished in Palestine.

The principles thus expressed by Count Bernadotte, on the other hand, do
not of course imply, as stated in the Israeli repory, that he considered an
armed escort as a pﬁori unnecessary or undesirable, It would, indeed, have
been unreascnable to have opposed the offer of an escort in cases where the
appropriate authorities considered armed protection to be necessary in view of
prevailing circumstances. Nor is it known that Count Bermadotte took up any
such position at any time, and such in fact has not been asserted, The matter
now under discussion ia clarified by the Acting Mediator, Dr. Bunche, in a
telegraphic commmnication of September 27, 1948, addreased to the United Nations
Securlty Council, which reads as follows:

/"Count Bernadotte's
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"Count Bernadotte'!s attitude towards armed protection was at all times
clear and consistent namely that provision of an armed escort for him ang
his party was a matter entirely al discretion of local authorities in whose
territory he was travelling. He considered that the local authorities were
best situated to know the extent of protection necessary. He never
requested an armed escort but whenever loceal authorities saw fit to
provide an armed escort it was accepted by him without question."

The correctness of the statement of Dr. Bunche here quoted has been confiymed
by several of Count Bermadotbe's closest Swedlsh collaborators, among them his
Chief of Staff General Lundstrom, Mr. Paul Mohn, one of his political advisors,
and his personal physician Dr, Nordwall, It is also noteworthy that on his
visit to Jerusalem on August 3, 1948, Count Bernadotte was provided with an
escort by the Israeli Authoritieé without any objection whatever being made

by him,

It has been mentioned already in enother comnexion that the Israeli Foreign
Minister, in a letbter to the Swedish Foreigsn Minister accompanying the report
on the murder, mentioned among the circumstances to borne in mind when
considering the negative result of the pursult of the assailants, the difficulty
of combatting the political terrorism in Palestine and especially of liquidabing
the oppositicnal militery organizations in Jeruselem and referred to the fact
that at the time of the assassination Jerusalem was still a battlefront. The
circunstences mentioned ousht to have led the authorities in Jerusalem to
provide Count Bernadotte and his party with armed protection on their journey
in the parts of the clty contrelled by the Iuraeli suthorities., The neglect to
do =0 appears all the more remarkable since, as has Jjust been mentioned, en
escort was provided on the initiative of the Israeli authorities on the occasion
of Count Bernadotte's visit to the city on August 3 , 1948 - when according to
available informations the situaticn there was less tense than on September 17.
It is indeed, tragic to have to point out that even the simplest measures of
precavtion by the Israeli suthorities would have prevented the carrying out of
the assault,

-
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IETTER DATED 27 MARCH 1950 FRCM THE SECKETARY-GENERAL TO
THE FRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL TRANSMITTING A
LIST OF MEMERRS OF TFE PANEL FOR
INQUIRY AND CONCILIATION

- I haeve the honour to inform you that , 8t its 199th plenary meeting heid on
April 1949, the Genersl Assembly edopted resolution 268 D (III) on the study
of methods for the promotion of international co-operation in the political
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Pursuent to article 2 of the ammex of the resolution, I have the honour to
communicate lierewlth the names of the persons who so far have been designated
by Member States for inclusion in the Panel.

§3iographical informaticn on the members of the Panel is available for
consultation in the Security Council Affairs Department of the Secretariat.
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(sigred) Trygve LIE
Secretary~General
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