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1. Prep~rations for the neetlnw of the Conclliation Commission
with tha Relief and Works fgency to be held on Tuesdav
& February 1051,

After an exchange of views, it was decided to 1nvite the Relief
and Works dgency to hold the next day's meetlng at Government House -
Headquarters of the United Nations in Jerusalem - rather than 2t the

Rockfeller Museaum, as had. been .proposed 'bv the Agency.

The CHIIRM'N pointed out that Mr, qundford, member of the ,
Advisory Commission of the Relief and Works ngency, had transmltted
Lo the Commission 2 memorandum dealing with cértain ouestlons whlch
the ‘gency wished to examine with the Commission and on whlch, he
thought, agreement could rasily be reached.

Mr. PiLMER (United States) »nd Mr, ARAS (Turkey) both stated
that the views seot forth in the memorandum seamed tolthen1tbtnentﬁ%ly
accertable nnd proposed that the document be taken as the basis
of discussion nt the next dey's meeting,

This W“S agrced

The CH" IR”N rOC°]1ed that the Palitical Committee of the Arab
Lenéue was at preSLnt_ln session in Cairo and thought that it would
be usefni_for the Commission and the Relief and Works Agency to
study jointly the decisions adopted by the Arab League concerning
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the problem of refugees.

The Pr1n01p91 %ecretary was therefore requested to commUnl—
cate the text of the decisions of the Arab League concerning the
problem of" refugees to the members of the Comuission at the next

day?s meeting.

2, Blaboration of :the directives to'be given to the Refugee
Office of the Commission.., :

Mr. PAIMER (United States) was of the opinion that it would
be of greater value to study this question after the meeting
between the Commission and the Relief and Works Apency. Hav1ng
studied a certain number of working papers prepared by the
Secretariat and dealine with compensation, he believed thet it
would be necessary to bring together, in a single document, all
the essential points mentioned in each one of those working papers
and thus to set forth systematically the different aspects of
the problem under study.

The PRINCIPAL SECRETARY pointed out that the Secretariat
ih its workinp papers had studied qll the varlous qspects of
compehsatlon. He also belleved that- thu-eemm1351on should not’
discuss the details of the problem but that thesg” should Cbed

: forwarded to: the Generﬁl Commlttee for prelimina ry . examination
and in order to p01nt out ‘the: essential items that the Commlsslon‘u

should study carefullys. ...

The CHAIRMAN stated that, in his view, -some directives should-
be given to the General Committee and that it should keep in mind
certain essentlel prlnClplO% which the Comm1581on should uphold
particularly thqt principle. which provided for paym@nt of compen-
satlon to the refugees on an individual basis,

Mr, PALMER (United States) mentioned in this connection.a
conversation he had had with Mr. Sharett the previous day, in
~which he -had not attempted to minimize the disappointment caused
by the conditional offer made by the Gpvernment of Israel in |
connection with compensation, He had also indicated that it was.
to be regretted that Israel should insist on considering its |

contribution to the reintegration fund as liberatingwiffofjité.
‘obligations in that field, He had explained that, in his view,
‘the problem shoild be dealt with on an individual basis and that

compensgation for individual loss or damage should be paid "to the



rcfugees individunlly. Mr, Palmer hod pointed out to Mr., Sharett
that the Head of the new O0ffice might be able to find a solution
which would avoid direct payments to the individual refugees by the
fovernment of Isrrel, so th~t the latter would not have to deal
with the claims presented seperately by the refugees. He had added
that in any case the tot~sl amount of compensation could only be
determined on the basis of individu%i"rights.

Mr. Palmer drew the attention of the members of the Commission
to the fact theot, quite possibly, sn important percentage of that |
totel =mount would represent the cliims of a small number of
refugees - who were lerge land-owners - and who, perhaps, could
be urged to contribute to reintegr tion progrems by means of the
sums due to them, R

He stated in conclusion that the activitiééméf.the Office would
freilitnte the efforts of the Relief and Works Agency in the field
of reintegration. Indeed, if it were possible to determine the
numbcr of refugecs who were not entitled to compensation, the number
of those to 'be reintegrated would also be known.

Mr, ARAS (Turkey) believed that it would be sufficient to
recommend to the Head of the Refugee 0ffice that the problem of
compensation be studied in the light of the relevant resolutions
of the General Assembly with a view to presenting to the Commission
the practical solutions which would make possible the implementation

of those resnlutions.

The CHATIRHAN pointed out that those directives would be
sufficient if the Head of the 0ffice were to.indicate a desire to
study the question himself and to m;ke suggestions to the Commission.
However, it might be that the He=d of the 0ffice would like to be
made aware of the viewpoint of the Commission and to receive instruc-

tions before beginning his work.

Mr., PALMER (United States) believed that the directives to be
given to the Head of the Office should be brief but extremely
precise. Hawcver, he believed that the General Committee would have
to undertake considerable preliminary work before the Commission
could elabornte those directives with full knowledge of all the
facts.

Consequently, it was decided to request the General Committee
to study thorourhly the problem of compensation on the basis
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- 0f the working papers - prepared by the Secretariat and to present
_tO the Cornmlssmn a genor'll study to-be used in drawing up the
o :Lnstructlons .which the Commlsalon would then give to.-the new:

P

. -, The meeting rose at- 1 p.m..
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