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The President of tho 8ec'.::.:dty Council has the honour to circulate, for

the ill:1'orma:t.ion ot' the illu):Ubers of thie Securi'ty Counc:tl,· the texts of the

following coltJJl1.micli:tioIl.J:

1. Ivleo::;8:u.;e from the Prime Minister of Israel, to, the Secretary-General

,datecl 1;> A::n:ll 1956 '
2. M8SSELe\'J from the Secretary-General to the Prime'Minister of Israel

dated 1:\ April 19~)6

3. Ivlessarse from the Foreign Minister of Israel to the Secretary-Generai

del:lvered personally at Lydd,a airpOJ:';t on 14 April
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1. M:mSSAGEl FROM THE PRIMm M!NIS'llffiR OF ISRAEL TO THE
SElCRIt]'rAHY..GENERAL DM:ED 13 ABHIL 1956

Jerusa,lem,
13 April 1956

I have rec(0ived ;your message of today's date. I believe that the purpose

we both have in mind 'I'lOuld be better'served. if' .. the discussion of the attitude

of the GovElrntnent of Israel on the issu~;s raised in your message ",ere cond.tJ.cted

between usol'ally when you vis!t Jerusalf:)ll1, just as ;you yourself have found it

more profitable to clarify the pos!tion of'the Jl1gyptian .Government by direct

conversations.

Since you have agl'ced in your further dj,scussioDC with the Governtnen'c of

Egypt to bear in mind our deGire 'GO be informed of their exact position on

the points at issue, I vloulCl. be grateful if ;Y'ou coulf1 ascertain whether their

readiness toum'l.erta.ke the full implen1en'bation of the provisions of the General

Armistice Agreement signifies that they 1',1.0 longer cO~lsider Bgypt to be at war

wi th Israel, as they ha,ve claimed to be before the Security Oouncil. I should

also like to be informed whether they res.J,iz,e that the observance of the General

Armistice AgrGeJUent obligates them to discontinue the closing of the Suez Oanal to

Israeli ships and to desist from other forms oi' interference with Israeli

shipp:i,ng.

I regret the misunderstanding which occurred regarding the publication in

New York of one of my messages to you. ~:'he text of this message 'vas cablecl to our

Delegation in New York as a matter of routine and i'~was not intended that it be

pUblished before it reached you in Oairo.

I assume that you will forwa.rd my present message to the President of

the Security Council for circulation together with y'~ur message under reply.
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2. MESSAGE FROM THE SECHNrARY ~GENEtRAJ., TO THE PRI11E MINISTER
OF ISRAEL DATED 13 i\.J?RIL 1956

Cairo, 13 April 1956

I have just r0eei.ved your messa,ge where you ind:Lcate your feeling that the

purpose vle all have in. mind. would be 'best served by a continued exchange of views

in direct convers~bion.. I share your view and repeat my expressions of

satisfaction thG;~, in. accordance 'Vrith the plan laid down from the beginning,

I w:Ul have an oppor"bunity'to meet with you and. Mr. Sharett pe:t'so11al~ a couple

of days from now.

I note the points y'ou ment:i.on in your second paragraph. I lillclerstand my

:malldate under the Security Counc:i.l resoltttion to bb concerned priIilarily with the

state of compliance with the Armistice Agreements relevant to the situation which

had developed along the demarcation l:L:nes, in the demilits,rized zones and in the

defens.J.ve a,reas. If a. question were to be co.nsidered as outside n:w formal

ma.mlate, the extent to Which a discussion of it is appropriate or possible for

me in this context will b.e det.ermined by the Willingness of the Governments

concerned to consider it ,,,ith me in IOJ" capacity as Secretary-General.

I e.m 111easetl to learn how ~rOU1" message ca~e to be pUblished in aclvance in

New Yo:d:;:, and I than1-:;: you for the e:h.1l1anation.
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3. MESSAGE FROM TIDJ FOREIGN MINIST.ER OF ISRf\.EL· TO THE SECRETAJ~~­

GillJN.ITRAL DELIVErrU!)n PERSONA.t.LY AT r,YDDA AIHPORT ON 14 APRIL

Jerusalem~ l!~ April 1956

The folloi-Ting is 01..1.r reply to your message addressed to the Pri.me Minister and

transmitted. by Colonel l3rewster t,his morning:

In our vieW', interference w'ith l.egit:i,matE;! shipping constitutes a hostile ad

which is incompatible with the General Al'IUlst:Lce Agreement. Thi.s vic\-r is endorsed

by an express resolution of the Security CO'Uncil of 1 September 1951~ which ruled

that in view of the existence and enforcement of the Al'mistice Ag~eemellt~ Egypt is

not entitled to claim and exercise belligerent rights.

The acceptance by Egypt of Article 2 (2) cannot be regarded. as genuine and

1-1P"G.9!?-_q,~tiona], i~ :t.nterpreted as leaVing it open for Egypt to engage J,;n ~u~hhQstiJSl.,

acts.as .she may deem fit.

I ivould also :ootutout, with reference to your mandate from the Security

Council, that the Security Council resolution of 4 April 1956 to v1hich you refer

"req,uests the Secretary-General to undcl;'take ••• a survey of the various 'aspects

of the enforcement of and compliance vrith the fou:l.~ General Armistice Agreements."

In our vie,\v" this w'ording l~n1i:!i:tlLeEl the Governments concerned -to raise, with you,

under your terms of reference~ the question of any existinG infringement of the

provisions of ·bhe General Arm:ls"l:iice Agreement.

I would be grateftll for the. circulation of this reply together with your

message.
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